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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(OtAoial Report of tho Tooth Seeakm.) 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 3rd April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad kzvivi. Haque, c.I.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 0 Ilon'ble Ministers and 183 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Damodar Canal Project. 

•201. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA4I". (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether some people of the Burdwan 
district have applied to the Government for extension of the projects 
in the Damodar Canal for irrigation? 

(b) If so, what action, if any, have the Government taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Srishchandra Handy, of Co&simbazar): (a) Yes. 

(6; The matter is under consideration. 

Sluioe gate over the Mandakini in Chittagong. 

•202. Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
^hargeSof theX’ommunications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether distress prevails in Mandakini and adjoining villages 
in poiice-stgtion Hathaxari, district Chittagong, for want of 
^propej irrigation during the dry season of the year; and 
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(it) whether the local people applied to the Collector of the district 
* or the Irrigation Department for construction of a sluice gate 

over the rivulet Mandakini near the Udalia Tea Garden 
Bungalow in police-station Hathaxari to irrigate the areas 
concerned ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state w T hat action Government propose to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: un No. 

(ft) Does not arise. 

Reduction in the rate of stipends in Guru Training 8chools. 

*203. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR* (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware — 

(/) that the stipend granted to the gurus in Guru Training Schools 
has been reduced this year from Rs.10 to Its. 7 in the district 
of Dinajpur; and 

(it) that the reduction of stipend has caused hardship to the poor 
gurus ? 

(h) If the answer to (<*)(?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for reduction of the stipend? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of restoring 
the old rate of stipend at Rs.10 per mouth? 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (r/) (t) Yes; the reduction has been 
made in all districts. 

(it) No, since the teachers, as soon as they come out successful, will 
be absorbed in Board Primary Schools ou salaries by no means 
unattractive. 

(ft) To prescribe a flat rate of stipends for all primary training 
schools instead of the two different rates of stipends, viz., Rs.5 for 
training centres and Re. 10 for Guru Training and Mu&llim Training 
Schools, that existed before. 

(c) No. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: With reference to question (a)(i$), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that due to the reduction in the rate of stipends 
many poor Gurus find it difficult to meet their expenses during the 
period of their study? 
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Th* HoM’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQj I im not ai ran. ■ It any, 

be possible. 

Reduction of stipends to pupils in Guru Training Softools in 
Murshidabad. 

*204. Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the stipends to the pupils in the Guru Training Schools have 
been reduced this year from Rs.10 to Rs.T in the district of Murshidabad ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have taken any steps to ascertain whether the reduction 
of stipends has caused hardships to the gurus? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering the desirability of restoring 
the old rate of stipends at Rs.10 per month to the gurus of the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes, as in every other 
district. 

(b) There will be no hardship, because as soon as the teachers come 
out successful they will be absorbed in Board Primary Schools on 
salaries by no means unattractive. 

(c) No. 


Opening of grazing lands for cattle throughout the Provinoe. 

•205. Mr. 8ERAJUL I8LAM: (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department considering the 
desirability of opening well-organised and well-managed gracing lands 
for cattle throughout the Province? 

(b) If so, what steps do the Government propose taking in the 
matter? 

(c^ If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (*> No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

• (c> The member is referred to the answer given to clause (h) of his 
starred' question No. 54»answered on the 21st February, 1939, a copy of 
* which is lay} on tjie Library table. 
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Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY! Will the ffon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state 'bow many cuttings of Napier grass have been distri- 
buted throughout the province up to 31st December , 1940 P 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that in all villages 
there are big holots which are generally used for carts as well as for 
grazing land? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the meaning of “ halot ”P 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I think, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
understands it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I jet us have the privilege of understanding also. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: “ Halot ” means pathway generally. 

It is generally 1 higha or 2 bighas of land lying in marshy place not 
used for cultivation, but UBed for grazing and for carts to pass. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It is also called “ dohor 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hoy, your friend says it is a substitute for 
“ dohor ", 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, such halot s do 
exist in many villages. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state that these halot* are not in existence? They Lave been 
recorded in settlement, but the owners of the lands adjoining these 
lands have broken the halot* and joined those lands with their own 
lands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Like the district board side lands? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Y es. Sir. Is the Hon’ble *Minist€r 
aware of the fact? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Somehow it is the tendency of human nature 
just to go beyond one’s own limit. 
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•ffr. SYED 4 ALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Government can prevent 

this encroachment. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, Juthts are recorded in the 
oame of the King-Emperor in the zero khatian. 

The Hoft’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the first question was 
whether I am aware of the existence of such halots , and I have answered 
that to my knowledge such halots exist in some places. Then the 
question is whether I am aware that those halots are not in existence 
now. He has contradicted himself. Should I also do the same thingP 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is whether the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware that such lands are being encroached upon 
by the owners of the adjoining lauds. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All over Bengal? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Yes, all over Bengal. Will 
Government make an enquiry into the matter and issue orders stopping 
such encroachment and keep the halot intact so that it may l*e used 
as grazing land and also as pathway? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If [ were a Ministei I would accept the suggestion 
and pass a law by which every member of the Legislature should be 
responsible for sending reports to Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: We can send reports, but it will 
be the duty of the Subdivisional Officer to look into this or the President 
of the Union Board may be asked to do it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The man who has been condemned in this House 
on all sides ! 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, my submission is that the 
halot is recorded in the zero khatinn in the name of the King-Kin peror 
and it is the duty of Government to maintain it. 

The HOfCblt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If specific instances are 
brought to the notice of the Government, eertainh Government will 
\^nsidemit. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Rouble Minister 

Lsider the desirability #f issuing a circular throughout the province 
asking* the Union Boawis to maintain and protect from encroachment 
* these publig paths as far as possible? 
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Th$ Hon'bl* Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN r Sir, jrou allowed 
‘certain questions. How do these public paths come in? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He brought tbe question of dokor . (Laughter.) 

Grant of bails in Chittagong Criminal Courts. 

•206. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

( i ) that a situation has been created by the Criminal Courts of 
Chittagong refusing to accept bail, even in ordinary 
summons and warrant cases, from persons other than those 
mukhtears and pleaders who are members of the District and 
Criminal Bars of Chittagong; 

(?/) that some time back the District Magistrate asked the District 
and Criminal Bars of Chittagong to submit a list of members 
with their financial capacities; 

(m) that the said Bars refused to submit such a list; 

(tv) that the members of the said Bars are not standing as sureties; 
and 

(r) that persons accused of minor offences, not being able to furnish 
bail, are being sent to jail? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in tbe affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state what action lie proposes to take in the 
matter? 

(Parliamentary Secretary) Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) (i) Yes. It was created for the time being. (Bonds are 
accepted from anyone known to be a solvent person. Bonds from 
lawyers are naturally preferred as they are known to the Magistrates. ) 

(ii) Yes. It was necessary for the time being. 

(iii) A majority of the lawyers refused to do so. 

(iv) Some of them stood surety, but most of them did not. 

(r) Accused persons necessarily had to go to jail while the fitness, 
of the surety was being tested in view of the surety having bee^f* 
unknown to the Court. / 

(6) No action is necessary. The lawyers 4ia ve accepted the sugges- 
tions of the local officers and at present no difficulty is being 
experienced. 
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Grant of bait to litigants of Chittagong. 

*207. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIFt: (a) la the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that the present Additional District Magistrate, Chittagong, 

by his Memo. Ho. 127()(2)J.M., dated the 18th May, 
1940, asked the District and Criminal Bars of Chittagong 
to submit a list of their unencumbered properties; 

(ii) that the said Bars refused to supply such a list; 

(tti) that the members of the said Bars are debarred from standing 
sureties ; 

(iv) that persons are being sent to httjat for not being able to furnish 
bail ; and 

(r) that there exists a feeling over this matter in the district? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason for asking the property list of the Bars by the said 

Additional District Magistrates; and 

(ii) the names of any other districts in the Province where such 

demands have been made? 

(r) Will the Don’ble Minister 1 m* pleased to state what action he 
proposes to take in the matter? 

(Parliamentary Secretary) Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: <o) <n Yes. 

(ii) A majority of the lawyers refused to do so. 

(Hi) Some of them stood surety, hut most of them did not. 

(iv) Accused persons necessarily had to go to jail while the fitness 
of the surety was being tested in view of the surety having been 
unknown to the Court. 

(v) Yes. It existed for the time being. 

(b) (i) To ascertain whether the lawyers who stand surety are 
Invent persons. 

\(tt) This practice in some form or other obtains in all the districts 
excepting Chittagong Hill Tracts where there are no lawyers. 

(c) No action it necessary. The lawyers have accepted the sugges- 
tions of the local oncers and at present no difficulty is being experienced. 



8 


QUESTIONS. 


[3*d Apml, 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary be pleased to state whether this policy of rigidity 
in the matter of granting bail whereby people are kept in hajat involves 
extra expenditure on the part of the Government which should be 
avoided ? 

(Parliamentary Secretary) Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: I ask for 

notice. 


Reoruitment of Assistant Superintendent, Bengal Government Press. 

*20*410. Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN and Mtulvi ABDUL 
HAKIM VIKRAMPURI : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department aware — 

(t) that there is no Muslim gazetted officer in Bengal Government 
Press, Alipore ; and 

(ii) that the Communal Ratio Officer suggested that the post of 
Assistant Superintendent, Bengal Government Press, 
should be filled up by a Muslim? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the post of Assistant Superintendent, Bengal Govern- 
ment Press, has since been permanently filled up; 

(t i) the number of applications received from — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) non-Muslims, 

(in) the number of candidates interviewed — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) non -Muslims; 

(ir) the minimum and maximum age-liiuit fixed for the post; and 

(cl the name, uge and qualifications of the nominated candidate? 

(cl Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of filling 
up the post by a suitable Muslim candidate? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stafe reawn 
thereof, 

MINISTER in ohargt of tht FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. H. S. Svhrtwanlv): (a) (i) Yes. • 
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(«) Since the vacancy was advertised Government Uv* d«A4%4 to 
reserve vacancy $ot a YIusYim. x 

(b) (i) No. 

(it) and (in) By the courtesy of the Public Service Commission, it 
has been ascertained that applications were received from 6 Muslims 
and 28 non-Muslims and the number of candidates interviewed were 4 
Muslims and 8 non-Muslims. 

(tv) In the notice inviting applications it was stated that candidates 
must not be less than 27 or more than 35 on 1st April, 1941. There 
was a rider to the effect that these restrictions might be waived in 
the case of a candidate already in Government service. 

(v) The Public Service Commission have recommended 
Mr. A. K. Guha, aged 23 years and 3 months. His qualifications are 
as follows : — 

Passed the I. Sc. Examination of the Calcutta University. 
Obtained Certificate of Training at the College of Technology, 
Manchester. Did a course of practical training in Manchester 
and Southampton. On return from England was employed 
in the Thacker’s Press and in the Culcutta Corporation Press. 
Has worked as Assistant Superintendent, Bengal Government 
Press, in a temporal y capacity since July, 1939, where his 
work lias been found satisfactory. 

(c» Yes. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon Me Minister 

be pleased to explain in view of the fact that the Government have 
decided to reserve the second post tor a Muslim, what was the necessity 
for granting interviews to eight non-Muslims Y 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The answer is there. 
The decision of Government was made after the vacancy was advertised. 


Nabaganga river. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, as the Hon’ bit* Minister in 
charge of Communications and Works Department is not here, 1 
request that the question may he held over. My apprehension is that 
fte HoiPble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan may not lie in a position to reply 
tcAthe supplementary questions that may be asked by me. 


I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN 

uuswer all the questions. 


KHAN* I hope to be able to 
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•til. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
* Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

( i ) that the river IVabaganga is being silted up in various places, 
particularly in the area between Ghorakhali and Lohagara 
and between Chaulia and Magura ; 

(ii) that the people can cross the river on foot in various parts 
of the river; 

(iii) that the water gives out bad smell in the months of the Summer 

season due to overgrowing weeds in the river; and 

(iv) that the District Magistrate of Jessore and the Subdivisions! 

Officer of Narail have chalked out a scheme for resuscitat- 
ing the river Nabaganga between Ghorakhali and 
J/ohagara? 

(b) If the answer to («) (ir) is in the affirmative, will the llon'hle 
Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the scheme on the table and to 
state the approximate cost thereof? 

(c) If no scheme has yet been prepared, will the Hon ’hie Minister 
He pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: < a ) (i) Yes. 

(»i) Yes, in some parts. 

(in) I am informed that the water does not give out had smell. 

(ir) Yes, a scheme is in contemplation and the details are being 
worked out. 

(b) It is not yet ready. 

(V) The river Nahaganga is intimately connected with other rivers 
of Central Bengal, so the question of improvement of all these rivers 
is being dealt with in a comprehensive manner. 1 am afraid it will 
take some time before a scheme is prepared. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply |6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when it will be ready? 

Tht HonT)lt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I would refer my 
honourable friend to answer (c). It will take some time before the 
scheme is prepared. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: “It will take some time” is ho 
reply. I would like to know definitely from the Hon’ble Minister with- 
in what time this scheme will come out and j^e published and when 
action will be taken on it? 
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TM H«HM» Mr. TAMIZUDtlN KHANl No dcfihi<« mww on be, 

given. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon 'Me Minister aware 
of the fart that an evasive reply that a scheme is being prepared is 
being given for the last four years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you art? much two mild. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Thai may be so. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Rouble Minister aware of 
the faet that the District Magistrate of Jesttore and the Sululi visional 
Officer, Narail. along with the members ot the District Board have 
chalked out a plan especially for the area between Uhorakhali and 
Lohugara, and, if so, what is that plan? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not urine. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: That is what 1 apprehended. 
May I again request you. Sir, to hold over the question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’lde Minister aware of 
the fact that there are four or five points between Naldanga and Iroha- 
gara which, if not opened by a dredger, may In? silted up altogether 
in the course of one or two years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ou will the dredger enter the river? It cannot 
be taken by the railway. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It can go by the Madhumati. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot enter. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which answers were laid on the table) 


4 r. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I invite your 
tion to question No. 85 411 the midst of unstarred questions? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Please draw my attention when we come to that. 
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Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTTA M AZUMDAR: Possibly through over - 
9 sight it has been put in the list of unstarred questions. I gave notice 
of it as a starred question as far as I remember. I therefore suggest 
that it might be taken up as a starred question. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I will see to that. 

Allowances drawn by members for attending Seleot Committee 
meetings. 

70. Khan Bahadur AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: Will the Deputy 
Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately — 

(i) travelling allowance, 

(it) daily allowance, and 
(Hi) conveyance allowance, 

drawn by each member for attending Select Committee meetings in the 
years 1937-38, 1938-39, 1939-40, and 1940-41 up to February, 1941? 

(Deputy Speaker) Mr. M. ASHRAFALI : A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

Establishment of a Nautioal 8chool at Chittagong Port. 

80. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (<i) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department aware that the districts of Chitta- 
gong and Noakhali supply majority of seamen and mariners in various 
parts of India? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of approaching the proper authorities for 
the establishment of a Nautical School ut the Port of Chittagong to serve 
as a training centre for the recruitment of various crew of the future 
Indian Navy and the Mercantile Marine? 

MINISTER in charge of ths COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon v ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrswardy): (a) I am not aware if the 
districts ot Chittagong and Noakhali supply the majority of seamen and 
mariners in various parts of India, hut I believe that a greater portion 
of seamen and mariners in the port of Calcutta come from Chittagong 
and Noakhali, 

(b) No. The comparatively poor response shown by boys Jrom 
Bengal for training on the “Dufferin” in /ipite of facilities afforded by 
Government, does not inspire hope of success of a Nautical School in 
Bengal. 
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Sla Ufa AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
stipends from the special fund reserved for the Scheduled Quite students 
reading in school have been given to any Scheduled Caste students of 
the Tangail, Jamal pur and Mvmensingh (Sadar) subdivisions for the 
Mymensingh district during the years 1939 and 1940 P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of the recipients of such stipends and their names; 

(it) amount of stipends given to each ; and 

(tit) the schools to which each of the stipend-holders belong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («) Yes for the calendar 
year 1940 only. 

(b) (t) and (tii) A statement furnishing the information is laid on 
the table. 

(n ) Km. 4 per month. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (b)(i) and (Hi) of unstarred 
question No, 81, 


Name of »ub- 
diviHion. 

Name of eohool. 

Serial 

No. 

Name of ■tipoud-holder. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Taugail 

Jamurkl High English . . 

i 

Narayan Chandra Kajakdaa. 


Nagarpur High English 

2 

8um#h Chandra Bi*wa«. 


Ditto 

3 

Fanibhufthan Kaibartadaa. 


Ditto 

4 

CJovmdalal Sarkar. 


Ban tosh Jahnavi 

6 

Manimohon Dae. 


Ditto 

6 

(jovinda Chandra Dm. 


Buti Vernacular Middle 

7 

Dmmh Cliandra Dm. 


Tangail B. B. 

8 

Sadhuchanan Taranidaa. 


Ditto 

9 

Dmcah Cliandra Dm. 


Ditto 

10 

B trend ra Mohon Dm. 


Ditto 

11 

Sudhir Kumar Majumder. 


Dbubaria • 

12 

Mali Laul Roy. 


Ditto 

13 

Kaagalal Sarkar. 
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* Nam* of sub- 
division. 

1 

Name of school. 

2 

Serial 

No. 

3 

Name of stipend -holder. 

4 

Tangail — concld 

Dhubaria 

14 

Satinh Chandra Barker. 


Ditto 

15 

Suresh Chandra Biswas. 


Ditto 

16 

Gopal Chandra Biswas. 


Ditto 

17 

Nanigopal Neogi. 


Ditto 

18 

Harendra Kumar Roy. 


Pakutia 

19 

Sahadeb Kaibartadas. 


Tangail Sibnath 

20 

Kartik Chandra Das. 

Jamalpur 

Nandma 

21 

Sricharan Daa. 


Sherpur 

22 

Kumuil Ran j an Barman. 


Balijuri 

23 

Chin to* war Barman. 


Ditto 

24 

Bidhubhusan Barman. 


Ditto 

25 

Agniawar Barman. 


Nilakhia 

26 

Ramhari Daa. 

Myntenaingh, 

My mousing h Zilla 

27 

Shyamlal Nunia. 

Badar. 

Ditto 

28 

Sudlur Chandra Mallik. 


Gafargaon 

29 

Bui wen war Roy. 


Ditto 

30 

Nagondra Cluuidra Barman. 


Ditto 

31 

Girindra Cliandra Tilakdas. 


Ditto 

32 

Pumamaahi Rabidaa. 


Ghoahgaon 

33 

Rajendra Cliandra Namadaa. 


Irwarganj 

34 

Phanindra Chandra Daa. 


Mntyunjoy High EngliHh 

35 

Nagondra Cliandra Daa. 


Ditto 

36 

Jogeeh Chandra Daa. 

j 

Kan di para 

37 

Nagondra Gopal Daa. 


Ditto 

38 

Raahbelian Biawaa. 


Ditto 

39 

Tliakurdaa Bbowmik. 


Ditto 

40 

Raimohon Daa. ‘ 


Ditto 

41 

Jatindra Mohon Tilakdas. 


Ditto 

42 

Krishna Cliandra Daa. 


Jatia High English 

43 

Sudhan^au Mohon Dae. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'bie Minister be* 
pleased to state on what basis these stipends are distributed ? In the 
statement we find that in some places as many as eight students have 
got stipends, in some places one or two, and in some other schools no 
boy has got any stipend. May we ask the Hon’bie Minister to state 
the basis on which the stipends are given? 


Mr. SPEAKER: You want this money to be distributed all over 
Mymensingh to every school? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I want to know the basis. 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All i can say is the 

Scheduled Castes Education Committee has framed rules, and these 
rules have been forwarded to the district authorities, and stipends are 
distributed in accordance with the instructions and judgment of the 
District Inspector of Schools. 


Removal of Croat bund on Dhaporefchal. 

54. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: With reference to the reply given to 

clauses («) (tr), (r) and (h) of starred question No. 102 on the 2nd 
August, 1940, will the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Communica- 
tions and Works Department be pleased to state whether the c ross bund 
on the Dhaporekhal, police-station Ashashuni, in the district of Khulna, 
has been causing damage to paddy crops year after year in the Takipur 
m a lira ? 

(h) Is it a faet that on account of the blockade of water caused by 
the said bund public health has been in danger? 

(c) If the answers to (o) and (ft) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government propose 
taking for removal of the bund? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid I have nothing more to add at present to what I said on 
the 2nd August, 1940, in reply to the honourable member’s starred 
question No. 102. The report of enquiry by our officers is awaited. 

Election of m em b or t of the Governing Body of the Feni College. 

Mr. NIHARENDU *DUTT MAZUMOAR: (a) T« (he TWMe 
Minister in charge ofc the Education Department aware that 
Mr. Santimo^ Duttaf Khan Bahadur M. Gofran and Mr. F. Karim were 
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ejected members of the Governing Body for the Feai College this year 
by the General Committee of the College presided over by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
election of all the three members mentioned above has been approved 
by the Government? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) in whose case the requisite approval has been withheld; and 

(it) the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The Principal, Feni 
(College, reported in November last that according to the Rules of 
Constitution of the College the General Committee of the College had 
elected the following two gentlemen to the Governing Body: — 

(1) Babu Santimoy Datta, b.l., 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Gofran, b.l., Public Prosecutor, 

Noakhali. 

There was no mention of the name of Mr. F. Karim. As a matter 
of fart, the General Committee is entitled to elect only two members to 

the Governing Body (one Hindu and one Muslim), ride rule 22 of the 
Rules for the Management of the Feni College. 

(h) No. 

( c ) ( i ) The Director of Public Instruction, whose approval is 
required under the grant-in-aid rules, has not approved of the election 
of Bahu Santimoy Datta. 

(if) The District Magistrate and President, Feni College, reported 
as follows : — 

“This gentleman is an ex-detenu and was recently convicted and 
sentenced to suffer imprisonment for six months under the 
Defence of India Huies. The atmosphere in the Feni College 
is not very healthy and the Hindu students of the college have 
been reported by the Police to have taken part in political 
meetings and demonstrations from time to time. I think 
in the interests of the Feni College ami in the interests of the 
District administration in general it will not be desirable to 
allow Santimoy Datta to continue as a member of tjie Gov^rti- 
ing Body.” 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the HoWhle 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Director of Public Instruction 
in withholding the approval to the election of SWjut Santimoy Datta 
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to the Governing Body acted in accordance with any specific instnic-, 
tion of Government directing that ex-detenus should be excluded from 
governing bodies of educational institutions? 


The Hontria Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have issued 
no instruction. The Director of Public Instruction took all the furts 
into consideration and acted on his own discretion. 


Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate's report 
took into consideration this fact which has just l>een stated by tbe 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister, namely, that it is not the policy of Govern- 
ment to exclude a detenu from governing bodies of educational 
institutions? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No hard-and-fast rule can 
be laid down. Each case shall be judged on its own merits; and Govern- 
ment do not generally interfere with the discretion of the local officer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honhle 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government in this particular case 
gave its approval to this discrimination against Mr. Santimoy l)utt? 


Mr. 8PEAKER* That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government will reconsider the 
Director of Public Instruction’s action in withholding approval and 
consider the question of approving the election of Sri jut Santimoy 
Dutt? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is not before 
the Government at all. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister Jje pleased to consider the desirability of considering any 
representation for approving the election of Babu Santimoy Dutt? 


TIN V#OH*blt Mr. A.,K. FAZLUL HUQ: If a representation is 
received, I shall seeewhat I can do. 
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Appeal! pending from Debt Settlement Board at 8ubdivisional Officer's 
Court at Barisal. 

87. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware — 

(i) that at Subdivisional Officer's Court at Barisal many cases of 
appeal from Debt Settlement Boards have remained pending 
for more than a year; 

(ti) that no judgment has been delivered even though arguments 
were heard some months ago; 

(tit) that in connection with Miscellaneous Appeal No. 5 (3 j of 

1939, in which Rahim Kikder is the appellant and Ilrishikesh 
Chakravorty, respondent, no judgment has as yet been deli- 
vered though the argument was heard on the lfith August, 
1D3D; 

(tr) that in connection with Miscellaneous Case No. 1 of 1940 
(Karimjan Bibi rs. Moniax (Jazi and others), argument 
was heard in July, 1940, and no judgment has as yet been 
delivered ; and 

(v) that in connection with Miscellaneous Appeal No. 54 (3) of 
1940 (Jaynalabedin Baksbi and others us. Jitendranath Saha 
and others), the argument was heard on the 24th September, 

1940, and no judgment has yet been delivered? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he pro [mses to take for the early 
disposal of the cases? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) n) No. 

(u) Due to pressure of work there has been delay in delivering 
judgment iu some cases. 

(iti) to (v) No; judgments have been delivered. 

(b) Collector has been asked to expedite these appeals. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that in these cases judgments were delivered after my question 
was received in the department, that is, after the 4th of Marco? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHA/tY MULLICK: No, S,ir. 
Judgments in these cases had been delivered before the question was 
received. 
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Srijut HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 

in a position to contradict my statement that the judgments were 
actually delivered after the Gth of March, but my question reached the 
department on the 4th March ? 


Th# Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: I think that 
with a view to removing the misapprehensions of the honourable mem- 
ber, I had better tell him that his question was received in the Assembly 
Department on the 5th of March ; but so far as the judgments are con- 
cerned, the first one was delivered on the drd January, 1941, the second 
one on the 4th February, 1941, and the third one on the 5 1st January, 
1941. 


8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is it not a fact that in 
trying these cases the Magistrate in question delivered the judgments 
with back dates after the Gth March, 1941 ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T am sorry that question does not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I have got definite 
information about that. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: But you ought to know that allegations of this 
nature cannot be made in this House. 


Supersession of Hindu officers in the Agriouiture Department 

88. Srijut HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Hindu officers in the Agricul- 
tural Department, Dacca, are being generally superseded by junior 
Muslim officers? 

(b) Have the Government issued any circular to the effect that 
persons of any community holding temporary posts or officiating con- 
tinuously for a period of three years or more should be made permanent 
at the first opportunity and the communal ratio should be adjusted later 
on? 

Tho Noit’Mo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) No. Promotions are 
made strictly in consideration of merit and seniority in case of equal 
nuerit irrespective of the community to which officers selected for pro- 
motion- belong. Most of the promotions recently made, however, are 
of a temporary nature. 
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(b) No. Only in a case in which the application of the Communal 
Ratio Rules would cause undue hardship to, or involve the discharge or 
supersession of any person who has continuously held a temporary post 
for a period of three years or more, such person, if otherwise eligible, 
may be appointed to the permanent poet created in place of the tem- 
porary post in question, leaving the deficiency in communal ratio to be 
adjusted, while making next ordinary permanent appointments. This 
doss not apply in the case of officers officiating in permanent poets. 


Commit to* of Inquiry for tlM Doom Dioturfconoas. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the 31st of 
March, 1941, I gave notice of a special motion proposing a Committee of 
Enquiry to be constituted to rejKirt on the disturbances at Dacca. I 
have since received a letter that if consent is given by the Home Depart- 
ment, the matter will come up to-morrow. I do not know, Sir, what 
has happened to it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I will enquire and let you know. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

Th# Bsngaf M otor Spirit Soles Taxation BIN, 194f v as passed with 
amendments by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Tbe HoftH* Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative Council in the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Does the amendment No. 1 fit in? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir; it fits in quite 
well. 

Ml* SPEAKER* What I mean is that you have changed it at cue 

place but this very thing appears in two places. 

Mr. SYBD JALALUDMN HASHEMY l On that groan* So you 

think it ia out of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER! No, no. What I say is that it must be at both 
the placet. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDOIN H ASHE MY: All right, Sir. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 (2), for the words “district#, 
village* or towns,” the words “district or town” be substituted in both 
the places. 

In this connection, Sir, I want to know from the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister why this innovation has been made by the Upper House; why 
the word “village” has been introduced. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It must l>e so when there is both district and 
town. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY : There is no such business 
in the village; at least I do not know’ whether there is any such village 
in the province where such business is carried on. If there is no such 
village, it is absolutely redundunt. 

I beg also to move that in clause 4, sub-clause (7) be omitted, 

Sir, this is very important. We do not know who that prescribed 
authority will be, and we also do not know what those prescribed condi- 
tions will be. You find in clause 5 the word “prescribed” occurs in at 
least half a doien places. In the face of these things, we are not pre- 
pared that the holder of a licence shall not be entitled to any compen- 
sation for any loss if suffered by him as a result of suspension or oanceh 
lation of his licence under sub-section (tf) of section 4. Sir, if the 
licence is cancelled or suspended by the prescribed authority illegally, 
certainly the dealer has a right to claim damages from Government or 
from the authority to be prescribed for the purpose. This sub-section 
(7) of section 4 deprives the dealer from exercising his elementary right 
of getting compensation if the work is done illegally. Therefore, Sir, 
this House considered this matter and, so far as I remember, it was 
deleted then, but iu the Upper House this has been added possibly — of 
course I do not exactly remember. I move, Sir, that this sub-scction 
(7) be deleted. 

Mr. MD. A DHL FAZL: Sir, I sup|H>rt the motion of Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy, but if that fails, I beg to move that after the 
words “by him” in clause 4(7), in line 2, the words “for his wilful 
negligence ar fault” be inserted. 

* Sir, the holder of a licence shall not be entitled to any compensa- 
tion for any loea or damage if suffered by bim as a result of suspension 
or cancellation of his licence under sub-section (0) of section 4. That is 
sub-seetien (7). That will he an injustice if for no fault of his be does 
not get any compensation for loss or damage. Sub-section (6) of section 
4 says: “If the holder of the licence las ceased to carry on the business 
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or has sold or otherwise transferred his interest in the business in res - 
* pect of which the licence was granted.” In this case, the latches may 
be on the part of the authorities, so that the holder of a licence may 
suffer once again. So, I think that the words “for his wilful negligence 
or fault" should he inserted after the words “by him." 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I do not understand why my 
amendments have been put in a different sheet of paper in a typed form. 
I have of course no objection to have them in a typed form, but difficulty 
arises if these are not arranged systematically clause after clause. The 
fate of my amendments will then be like my amendments on the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our fate is just below clause 4 in my paper. I 
am seeing whether your motion is in order, because you will see that in 
clause 4(7), lines d and 4, it is stated “suspension or cancellation of 
licence under sub-section (6) of section 4.” The question of giving 
notice does not at all arise under sub-clause (7). 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, it is in connection with the 
new' sub-section (7) as to whether at this juncture Government want to 
deprive the dealer of any compensation whatsoever if he deserves it from 
the legal point of view. Even if compensation is not given, I have put 
the minimum demand that the poor fellow should he given one month's 
notice, so that he may arrange somehow or other to run his affairs and 
that he may not be put to heavy losses. That is the idea behind my 
mot ion and as such 1 think, Sir, my motion is quite in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But your amendment is not happily worded. I 
think the languuge should be: “provided that he has received notice of 
cancellation one month before the cancellation.” That should be the 
language of your amendment. Anyway, you can move your amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I l>eg to move that in clause 
4(7), in lines >1 and 4, for the expression “under sub-section (6) of sec- 
tion 4” the words “after giving one month's notice to him” be substi- 
tuted. 

As you know. Sir, we have already opposed this Bill from the very 
lieginning, But in whatever form it might have been passed in thic 
House, to my surprise I find that the new sub-sections have bfcen added 
in such a way as to neutralise the whole effect, whatever benefit we might 
have given to the dealers. This sub-sect ion .(7) reads thus: “The holder 
of a licence shall not be entitled to any compensation for any loes or 
damage if suffered by him as a result of suspension! or cancellation of. 
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his licence under sub-section (0.) of section 4.” Now, Sir, subjection ( 6 ) 
of section 4 reads thus: "Subject to such conditions as may be pres-# 
cribed, a licence granted under this section may be suspended or can- 
celled by the authority which granted it.” Sir, the authority could 
cancel the licence, but even if the authority could have cancelled or 
suspended the licence of the dealer, the dealer had the chance of 
appealing to the proper authorities to compensate his loss if by some 
wrongful action on the part of the authorities he would have been put 
to loss, but here, Sir, it is being added to safeguard the officials con- 
cerned. If the action of the authority has been wrongful and if that 
wrong act of theirs put the dealer to any loss, the dealer will not be 
entitled to any compensation whatsoever. This is a strange mentality, 
Sir. Besides that, if you deprive the dealer of his licence by virtue 
of which he can carry on his trade and even though the cancellation or 
suspension of the licence l>e a wrongful action, an illegal action, still 
you will not allow the dealer to approach any authority to compensate 
that loss. Under what principle and under what policy <*an Govern- 
ment think of such an idea, I cannot imagine. 

In a nut-shell, Sir, the jMwition is this: you deprive the dealer of 
his licence and even if you admit that this cancellation or suspension 
ot that licence has been done wrongfuly without any fault whatsoever on 
the part of the dealer, still you will not allow that gentleman uny 
compensation whatsoever. Sir, this goes against all principles of 
justice. It is a one-sided section. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you are wrong. The legal interpretation 
is this, that under sub-clause <0> of clause 4 the lii'ence of a dealer can 
be cancelled or suspended only if there is contravention of uny of the 
provisions of the Act or if the holder of a licence ceases to carry on 
business. Supjxwing that there is u wrongful cancellation, then there is 
always a civil right for damages. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Doe* the Ad provide that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course. The section says that the holder of a 
licence shall not be entitled to any compensation if the cancellation or 
suspension comes within clause 4(0). But if clause 4(0) is not legally 
administered, then he has a right under the civil law for compensa- 
tion. 

Th# HSft’blt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is exactly the point. 


Mr. ATUL KRpHIfA CHOSE: Is that the interpretation? 
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Mr. •BEAKER: Yes. The purport of the law is that it takes away 
the right of compensation if the limit is exceeded. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What was the necessity of this 
sub-section P 

Mf. SPEAKER: In order that there may not be any misappre- 
hension. If the holder of a licence contravenes the provisions or ceases 
to carry on the business, then he is not entitled to any compensation. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: That could have been done without 
this sub-section. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is better to be clear. 

The HOft’btt Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: It has only been made 
clear. 

Via* HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: There is some difficulty. 
Sir. Take for instance, sub-section (7) which reads thus : “the holder 
of a licence shall not be entitled to any compensation for any loss or 
damage if suffered by him as a result of suspension or cancellation of 
his licence under sub-section (6‘) of section 4. M In this case, therefore, 
he will not be entitled to compensation 

Mr. SPEAKER: If he contravenes 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If he has suffered loss as 
a result of suspension or cancellation under sub-section (6) of section 4. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is legally done. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You are presuming too 
much, Sir. Our apprehension is that if an officer purports to act under 
sub-section ((f) of section 4, then in that case if there be any resultant 
damage to the person 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the language had been “any officer purporting 
to act under this section/’ then only I think your contention would be 
correct. By not giving the right, the High Court or the Civil Court 
can always construe that the act which is done must be legally and 
properly * < 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: May I suggest, Sir, if th.t. 
be the spirit of the section, then an additional clause ought to be there,* 
“without prejudice to any other civil right of the licensee.’’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Because the difficulty is 
there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The action which is taken 
under sub-section ( 6 ) of section 4 may be a legal or uu illegal action. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a lawyer you won’t say that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The difficulty is, it is capable 

of either interpretation, la it the view of the Government that it can 
never lie done? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not depend upon Government. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: 1 want to say one thing inure, Sir. 

II that is the interpretation, 1 would like to suggest that the Hon’ble 
Minister should explain the whole situation and it should he made clear 
that it the licence of the dealer is cancelled wrongfully, he will he 
entitled to compensation. I<et him say that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I op^se all the 
amendments. 


tillages exist where petrol business is carried on: there are 
sulidirisiunal headquarter* that ure nut towns und that have petrol 
b tininesses ; there are many villages along the Urand Trunk Hoad which 
have petrol shops, und I do not think that the insertion of the word 
“villages” is at all out of place. 

As regards the amendment of Mr. Md. Abul Iasi the insertion 
of the words "for his wilful negligence or fault" is, in my opinion, 
out of place. 


As regards the amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghost* you have 
rightly pointed out. Sir, that this applies to an order properly passed 
under sub-aection ( 6 ) of section 4. Whenever a licence is cancelled, 
ewen though it may be du* to the default of the licensee, he is hound 
to suffer a lofls, even though the order may have been rightly posted. 
If he contravenes^the Act, he in liable to forfeiture. The licence 
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# thereupon is cancelled. He is bound to suffer even though the order 
has been rightly passed . In that case, he is not entitled to any 
compensation. The order is also further liable to appeal, to revision 
by higher Courts. Obviously if the order has not been properly 
passed, he has got a remedy in the Civil Court. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause 4 (2), 
for the words “districts, villages, or towns” the words “district or 
town” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause 4, 
sub-clause (7) be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 4 (7), in line 2, 
after the words “by him” the words “for his wilful negligence or 
fault” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 4 (7), in 
lines d and 4, for the expression “under sub-section (6) of section 4” 
the words “after giving one month’s notice to him” be substituted, 
was then put and lost. 


Clause 7. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Ma\ I move my amendment 
So. 24? 

The Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The amendment made 
by the Council is u mere drafting amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes; it is merely a change in the language and no 
amendment in substance. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: My amendment is also not a change 
in substance. The question of penalty will only arise if the dealer 
cannot show adequate reasons. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot be done, because the other House has 
made only a verbal change. 

Mr* ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: There an* two things here. One 
is default and the other adequate reason. I hope you will admit this 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will agree that this is a change in 
substance. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But the ch,ange in substance is not 
substantial. It is not said that the dealer should ih.t be penalised. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS'. 


1941.] 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. 


JiV 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move thpt in 
clause 10A after the word “authority” at the end the followiug be 
added , namely: — 

“after giving the party a reasonable time to defend his case either 
by himself or by his authorised agent.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Clause 10A is merely 
an enabling section; it does not lay down the procedure which is 
defined in clause 7, and cluuse 7 says that a rousouuble opportunity 
and a reasonable time should be given. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Hut what about this section? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is merely an 

enabling section; this is not a procedural sertion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Clause 12. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir. I also gave notice of amend- 
ment No. 28, but the amendment, 1 see, is onl) in Mr. Zaman’s name. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, you move both the amendments Nos. 27 
and 28. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 12, the sub-clause ( r > be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 12, the Huh-duiiHC if) be omitted. 

Sir, I am beginning with sub-clause (/), where Government says, 
“neglects to furnish an\ information required by sub-section (2) of 
section 9 or acts in contravention of the provisions of that section.” 
Now, Sir, sub-section (2) of section 9 reads like this: “If any such 
person carrying on any such business 

Mr. SPEAKER: Eevn if these two sub-sections ure omitted, a 
person can be prosecuted so long as the last paragraph of this station 
stands. 

•Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CU08E: M\ contention is different. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: *h , I see. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sub-section (2) of section 9 reads 
as follows: 

“If any person carrying on any such business sells or otherwise 
disposes of such business or any part thereof, he shall 
within fourteen days inform the prescribed authority 
accordingly; and if any such person dies, his legal 
representative shall in like manner inform the said 
authority.” 

Sir, it is a question of sending information within fourteen days 
from the date of transfer of the business from one gentleman to another 
and the crime thut crops up is simply the failure of the dealer to 
inform proper authorities about the transfer of business. All the 
crime that the dealer may be involved in, legally, morally or in 
whatever other ways, is that the gentleman failed to intimate the news 
of transfer within fourteen days to the proper authorities. I do not 
think there is anything else in any sub-section. Now, simply because 
of the fuult of a man that he could not or did not inform the authorities 
the change of business from one hand to another in course of fourteen 
days’ time he will be liable to a punishment which is horrible. The 
penalty that will be imposed upon him may be even one thousand 
rupees. What will the Hon’hle Finance Minister do with so much 
money? You will have enough money from the Sales Tax. If you 
want to realise money by imposing fine after fine and if you think 
that your administration will be run simply by imposing fine on the 
business people, I think you are living in a dreamy land. We in 
Bengal , particularly we Bengalis, are lagging behind in the business 
field und your Sules Tax and Motor Spirit Sales Tax and m> many 
other taxes that will come very soon will do nothing but stem the 
tide of business of Bengal and bring ultimate ruin to the people. 
You cannot provide young men with employment, but if they take to 
some sort of enterprise with small capital you come and stand in their 
way not only in the form of taxes but you provide such and such rules 
which, from the business point of view, it is absurd to carry out, and 
which from the business point of view and for all practical purposes 
stand as a barrier in the business world of Bengal. So I would 
request you, in spite of your vanity and sensibility as Finance Minister, 
to look to the proper aspect of the situation. If you stand as a barrier 
at every stage and in every field you will do no benefit to your depart- 
ment, but you will only ruin the business enterprise in Bengal. You 
have provided such strict rules and regulations with regard to accounts, 
returns and so many other items that it has become very difficult 
for the business people to run their business. Establishment charges 
will go up very high. You may get annas 1-ti per gallon, but the*e 
business people will have to undergo a loss. I doubt very much if ip 
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these circumstances they will be able to carry on their business at all. 
It is from this consideration that I would request you at least to think 
over this item. I can clearly see that if we accept one such amend- 
ment here, it will create some difficulties and the Bill will radiate 
from this door to that door for months again. But that is not the 
consideration here. The consideration is whether the provision of 
this section is at all reasonable, practicable and prudent and whether 
it is fair for the popular Government to provide such restrictions for 
the business people of Bengal. 

With these few words. Sir. I coinmend my motions to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 12 (/), 
line 1, for the word “neglects” the words “wilfully neglects or refuses” 
be substituted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 12 (/), in line 2, after the 
expression “section 9” the words “in spite of a notice of warning 
previously served on that person in this behalf” be inserted. 

Sir. in the first case, as regards amendment No. Id, sub-section (/) 
sa\s, “neglects to furnish any information required by sub-section (2) 
of section 9.” Now this section 9(2* provides that if any person 
carrying on business sells or otherwise disposes of sueli business or 
any part thereof, he must give notice of this sale or transfer within 
fourteen days. Sir, the time allowed is very short. Negligence may 
occur, but the penalty is very high, namely, extending up to Us. 1,000 
and there is also a continuing penalty which may extend to Ka. f> 0 
per dn*m. In view' of this severity of the penalty, il is quite fair 
and reasonable that the negligence that will be committed must be 
will ul negligence 

Then, Sir, as regards amendment No. 14, my point is that when 
such heavy penalty is imposed, the man will he given an opportunity 
of explaining bis conduct, that is. n notice should be served on him 
before he is awarded that penalty, so that lie may have sufficient time 
to explain his conduct. 

With these few w’ords. Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance 
of the House. 

R«J HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, sub-clause (e) has 
been newly imported. There is no doubt about it. But sub-clause (e) 
refers to lection 10 and you will see that sub-clause (e) falls into two 
parts. It contemplates on the one hand refusal to comply with a 
requisition under clause (a> of sub-section (/) of section 10 and. 
secondly, it contemplates # obstructing any officer making an inspection 
or a search. So fa* as the first part is concerned, vis,, penalty for 
3 
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refusal to comply with the requisition, that is somewhat intelligible. 
'There is some reason for importing that into the section; but so far 
as the second portion, namely, obstruction is concerned, if you refer 
to section lb you will see that all persons empowered to perform any 
function under this Act shall be deemed to be public servants within 
the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. Now, the Indian 
Penal Code provides specific punishment for obstruction to public 
servants when they are discharging their duties. Here again obstruc- 
tion is made punishable under section 12. In my view two punish- 
ments are therefore going to be provided for obstruction — one under 
section 12 and another under section 16. 

Then, Sir, let me come to sub-clause (/). Sub-clause (/; says : 
“neglects to furnish any information required by sub-section (2) of 
section 9 or acts in contravention of the provisions of that section/* 
The latter part is intelligible; i.e. t if he acts in contravention he will 
be punished. But what about the foregoing part — “neglects to furnish 
any information” P Just note, Sir, the very wide import, the wide 
connotation, of the term “neglects.” It does not say “if he tails.” 
It says “if he neglects to furnish any information as contemplated in 
sub-section (2) of section 9.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that “neglects” means “fails." 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : But neglects ha« a 
very wide import. It may mean something besides failure. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I do not think an\ (“ourt will interpret it in that 
way. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sub -section (2) oi 
section 9 contemplates that if a person dies his legal representative 
has got to furnish the information within fourteen days. If you now 
try to understand the import of the word “neglect,” you will see what 
an onerous duty is cast on the person who is bereaved on account of 
the death of his predecessor in interest I think. Sir, the word 
“negleets” ought to be changed for “fails.” 

Thft Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, these amendments 
have been made in conformity with the amendments which I moved 
in this very House on the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Bill, vir., that 
such items as had l»een left out and were covered merely by the general 
powers at the end have been specified. There were certain contra- 
ventions under certain sections that had hot been specially specified 
in section 12. All that has been done is this, fhat these contravention* 
have been specified. 1 ‘' 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Rai Chaudhuri’s point is that the word* 
“neglects” ought to be changed. 

TN Hon’bls Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, 1 know. That is 
my answer to Mr. Atul Krishna Ghoac. Mr. Abul Fail’s amend- 
ment is that the word “wilfully” should be added to the word 
“neglect”. As a matter of fact, looking at it from that point of view, 
surely “neglect” is severer than “fail”. Strictly speaking, they we 
synonymous, but if at all a punishment is to be not on mere failure 
but on neglect, it is a bit harder, a little stronger. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI : It should not be harder; 
that is our case. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The mere word fails” 

does not add anything to what is there under the general clause, 
namely, “acts in contravention of any of the provisions of the Act.” 
So far as his other amendment is concerned, "in spite of u notice of 
warning previously served,” I am afraid that is out of place, because 
Government is not in a |>osition to know when u person who is carry- 
ing on business dies. Government could not possibly know that, nor 
when a business has been transferred. It is the heirs of the person 
or the transferee who knows best when they should give notice and it 
is impossible for Government to give notice of warning. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: May I draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister that nowhere was this provision in the original 

Billy 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know what the 
honourable member is discussing. 

I submit, Sir, there is no substance in these amendments and I 
oppose them. 

The motions of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 12, sub- 
clauses (v) and (/) be omitted, were then put aud a division taken with 
the following result: — 


AM»t NlM, IwM. 

A* Haaaata tofUr, m—M. 
AMI rad, dr. M. 

Alad fttaa, dr. lya*. 

A f aid* A lad, dr. 

Baatr?, dr. iatya rrtya. 
■and, ltd rmatari. 

Sanaa, dr. ftayaJM. 

Sanaaa, Sata ttyaau eraaai. 
Baaa, dr. taatoat Kjaar. 


AVCt-47. 

•fcawarik, Dr. ItMdl dadn. 
M*u, lid Ukdal Aarayaa. 
Bdvaa, dr. Iirtdfi Matt, 
ttafcrv tarty, dr. Hif4n Matt, 
t task tart, Sal Mtrtaira Matt, 
•as, dr. daa atataa . 


Das Sayta, Sad KdcMSn Matt. 
Oatta tayta, dtoa dtra. 
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•Mm, Mr. Atal Krtelu. 

BkkaraMl, Mr. TaW CliMri. 

1C Mu, Mr. DilwMri MB, 

Kaaka, Mr. KMMtka Mat*. 

Ma|t, Mr. AkaaHa Kaaur. 

Maakal, Mr. AairHa Ul. 

Maalrassaaiaa IHaaukakl, Maalaaa Mk. 
Baskar, Mr. Haai Ckaakra. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlaltkaraa. 


RaarfaakkJa AfcaMk, Mr, 

A ay, Mr. Ckara Ckaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaoatka Natfc. 
kaayal, Hr. faaaaka fakfcar. 
«aa, Mr. Atal Ckaakra. 
Ikakakall, Mr. 

Tkakar, Mr. Pnaatka Raajaa. 
Waliar Rakaua, Maahrl. 


NOES — 93. 


AMal AMs, Maalaaa Mk. 

AMal Hatx, Mr. Mlnta. 

AMal Maklai, Maalvl. 

AMal Haailk, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Maarik Ikafc, Maahrl. 

AMal Jakfcar, Maahrl. 

AMal Kakar, Mr. (ai!a« Ul Maak). 

AMal Karfai. Hr. 

AMal Majik, Mr. lyak. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa BakMar A. P. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa CMklfl, Mr. 

AMar Raafcaak, Navlvi Mk. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa Bak Mar Maahrl I. 

AMar Raasak, Maalvl. 

Aktaar Ran Ckavkkvry, Kkaa BakaJar Maalvl. 
Akal Naiklai, Maalvl. 

Akal Naula Akiaak, Mr. 

Akaiak All Kaayatyarl, Kkaa Bakakar Maalaaa. 
Akaiak All Mrikka, Maalvl. 

AkaiM Haaaln, Mr. 

Altaiakkla Akaiak. Kkaa Bakakar Maahrl. 
AailaaNak. Kkak flaktfc Maalvl. 

Aailr All Mia, Maalvl Mk. 

Aawaral Aalai. Kkaa Bakakar Mk. 

Aatak Haaaala Kkaa. Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Aafcar All, Maalvl. 

Bakrakkaja, Mr. lyak. 

Barat Alt, Mr. Mk. 

Ball- Hart. Min P. B. 

Oklppvakalv, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Da*, Mr. Aaakal Ckaakra. 

Baa. Ral tafclk Klrit Bkaaaa. 

Data, Baka Dvkvakra Natk. 

Parkak Rata Obavrkhary, Mr. M. 

Patlvl Nap, tka Haa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Quakir, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (MyaH>a*tagh). 

Blakklai. Mr. B. 

Balaai Rakkaal AkaaMk, Mr. 

Balaa taraar Hataial, Mr. Ckak lyvk. 

•a am, Mr. I. A. 

BriMtk*. Mr. C. 

MaBaakkla Ckaakkari, Maalvl. 

MaaHkakkia Akaiak, Kkaa laMk. 
Maaaaauaaiaa, Maalvl Mk. 

MaMaa Marakak, Mn^ M.B.K. 


Hatvaialty kaaiakar, Kkaa SaMk Maahrl. 
Hvakry, Mr. Davik. 

Haywaak, Mr. Raftra. 
kalaiakkia Akaiak, Kkaa Bakakar Maahrl. 
Kakirakkla Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Ktaaaky, Mr. I. a. 

MaBsakkia Akaiak, Dr. 

MaBiakkla Ak»vk, Maalvl. 

Mafltakkla Ckvakkary, Maalvl. 

Maakal, Hr. Baaka Bakarl 
Maakal, Mr. Blral Ckaakra. 

Maalmkkla Akhaak, Maalvl. 

Maiak AH Kkaa Paaal. AI-MakJ Maalvl. 
Makaaiaiak All, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Maataai All Malta fc, Maalvl. M. 

Mata ai atal Hap, Maalvl Mk. 

Makaaiaiak Attal, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl I yak. 
Makaaiaiak Ikrakiai, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak lakagaa, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak Unit, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak llkklpva, Kkaa Bakakar Dr. I yak. 
Makaaiaiak lataiiaaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Malliak, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Makaaka Bakary. 
Maatagaaul Hagaa, Mr. 8yak. 

Ralkat, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Raxaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa|ay. 

Ray, Mr. Patlraai. 

Sakarakkla Akaiak, Mr. 
lakrakkia Akaiak. HaJI. 

Saaaallak, AI-HakJ Maalaaa Dr. 
larkar, Baka Makkaaakaa. 
larajal Itlaai, Mr. 

•kaaivakkla Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 
liadatr, Mr.k. F. 
tirkar, Baka Utta Maaka. 

•ailtk, Mr. H. Brakaat. 

Mark, Mr. A. F. 
ttavaa, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

•akraaarky, tka Haa'Ma Mr. N. C. 

Taailtskkla Kkaa, tka Haa'Ma Mr. 

Tatal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maahrl Ha|i. 

W altar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WMtakaak, Mr. R. B. 

Warkawartk, Hr. W. C. 

Yaaaaf Mlrxa. 


Tin* Ayes being 37 and the Noes 93, the motions were lost. 

The motions of Mr. Md. Abul Fail that in clause 12 (/), line # l, 
for the word “neglects” the words “wilfully neglects or refuses’* be 
substituted, and that in clause 12(/), in line 2 K after the expression 
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“section 9 M the words “in spite of a notice of warning previously 
served on that person in this behalf” be inserted, were then put and 

lost. 


('louses IS and 19. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 18(J) of the Bill for the words “prescribed authority,” the words 
‘‘Board of Revenue” be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: li for “prescribed authority” the Board ot 
Revenue is substituted, for every item the party will have to come 
over here. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Ms submission is that the final 
authority will be such an authority in whose judgment people will 
have confidence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th e psychology will be done away with b\ the 
amount of money which will be spent. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: 1 beg to move that paragraph » fj \ of 
clause 19(^) be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I oppose the amend- 
ment of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. “Prescribed authority” is letter 
than “Board of Revenue.” 

I oppose amendment No. lb. because the addition of this clause is 
only consequential. 

The motion of Mr M aniiMt ha Nath Rov that in clause 18(/i) ot 
the Bill for the word** “prescribed authority” the words “Board of 
Revenue” be substituted, w as then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abu! Fazl that paragraph iff) ot clause 
19(?) be omitted, was then put and lost 

The question that the Assembly agree* to the amendment* made 
by the (’oumil in the Bill was then put and agreed to. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

• Th# Honlile Mr. TAMUUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 beg to ir.timluee 
the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary fiien read the short title of the Bill.) 
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Th» Hont>l0 Mr. TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: Sir , I beg to more that 

the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, 

(2) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Fazlul Quader, 

(4) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed, 

(6) A 1 had j Maulvi Masud Ali Khan Panni, 

(()) Mi. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Ahmad Hussain, 

(8) Mr. Banku Behari Mondal, 

(9) Mr. D. P. Khaitan, 

(10) Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

(11) Mr. G. Morgan, r.i.E., 

(12) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, and 

(18) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report l»y the 41st Jul\, 1941, the 
number of members forming a quorum being five 

Sir, in placing this motion before the House, 1 must first explain 
the position with regard to the Agricultural Produce Market* Bill, 
[t will be recollected that that Bill was introduced in 1949 and was 
referred to a Select Committee. It emerged from the Select Com- 
mittee considerably modified and came Indore the House for 
consideration in September, 1940. From the large iiuiiiIkt of amend- 
ments which were tabled and from the couise of the discussions in the 
House, it was evident that there was a varied and considerable volume 
of opinion against the Bill in the form in which it was then before 
the House. But it appeared that the objections raised were not 
against the objects of the Bill hut against the provisions by which it 
W’aa proposed to attain those objects. Having regard to these objec- 
tions, Government decided not to proceed with the Agricultural 
Produce Markets Bill, but to introduce instead this Bill which aims 
at achieving the same objects by simpler provisions and in a different 
manner. 

I have said that the objects of the Bill are the same as those with 
which the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill was first introduced, 
and I do not think any one will disagree as to the desirability of 
those objects which, stated briefly, are to secure better conditions in 
the markets for the public generally and to*protect buyers and seller#, 
in particular cultivators selling their produce, from unjustified 
exactions and other malpractices which prevail. v , 
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The most prevalent disadvantages and malpractices existing in, 
the markets of Bengal are outlined in the first paragraph of the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. Some of these are due to acts or 
omissions on the part of the proprietors of markets or on the part of 
their officers, while others are due to acts or omissions on the part of 
traders in their dealings with the cultivator-producer. The principle 
of the Bill is to place on the proprietors the onus of conducting their 
markets, and to place on traders the onus of conducting their business 
with the cultivator-producers in a manner calculated to put an end to 
or at least appreciably reduce tin* disadvantage* and malpractices 
which prevail. The Bill extends to the whole of Bengal, hut in the 
definition of “market” in sub-clause {•!) of clause it will be seen that 
it does not apply to any market owned or managed h\ the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta or by the commissioners of a municipality. Nor 
will it applv to any place or class of places which the Government 
may bv notification in the Ojficmf (ruzctte declare not to be a market. 


Dealing now with the list of disadvantage* and malpructicwi 
refei ted to in the Statement of Objects and Hensons, the first is that 
proprietor* of markets and dealer* le\y market eh urges and allowances 
which are numerous and often excessive. In the condition* which 
ma\ he prescribed in a licence, clause •”> provides that only such 
market fees and other eh urges may he realised as ate specified in the 
licence and at such rates as art* stated in the licence. Such market 
fee* and olliei charges and the rate at which fhe\ ma\ be levied must, 
for the information of the public, he exhibited in writing in 
conspicuous place* in the market. Such fees ami charges iiiu\ 1m* 
collected onl\ b\ persons appointed b\ the pioprietoi for the 
purj>o*e 

Sir. the method of specifying the maiket fee* and othej charges 

which mu\ be realised on behalf of the proprietor and of fixing the 

rates at which they may be levied is provided foi in clauses f> and 7. 
It will be seen that there is nothing arhitrarv about this, and the fees 
are prescrilied and the rates fixed after full consideration of the views 
of the proprietor, the union board in whose jurisdiction the market 
is situated, and of the District Magistrate l ipler clause ti, sub- 
clause (7), the union board or other similar local body may recom- 
mend the kind of fee* and other charges which may be levied and 

the rates at which they may lie levied. Vnder clause 7, sule-clause (7), 

the proprietor on the request of the District Magistrate must furnish 
a statement of the fees and charges which he levies or propose* to 
levy. Thereafter, the fees %re fixed by Government after considering 
the report of the District Magistrate and the views of the union board 
and the statement of the proprietor. 
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The second item in the list of disadvantages and malpractices is 
that weights and measures are of different kinds and this affords scope 
for cheating and unfair dealing. In due course sets of standard 
freights will be available, though for reasons beyond the control of 
the Provincial Government they are not available yet. Clause 5, sub- 
clause ( 2 ), therefore provides the conditions which may be included 
in a licence that the proprietor shall keep available in his market a 
set of standard weights and measures which shall be available free of 
charge for any buyer or seller to check any weighment or 
measurement. 

Sir, item (tit) of the list of disadvantages refers to inadequate 
provision in many markets for shelter, conservancy, water-supply, 
sanitation, drainage and general accommodation. In clause 5, suit- 
clause ( 2 ), provision is made for inclusion in a licence of conditions 
requiring the proprietor to maintain structures, pathways, open 
spaces and the ibnnediate approaches to the market, if in his control, 
in a condition safe and convenient for persons, animals, and vehicles 
using them. Similarly, conditions in the licence may require the 
proprietor to maintain adequate arrangements for conservancy and 
drainage and space in the market tor persons and animals using the 
market. Hut it is important to note that the adequate arrange- 
ments which these conditions of the licence require him to make will 
be subject to local conditions, and the net income derived from the 
murket as estimated in the manner prescribed. The intention simply 
is, ami we think it is right, that the proprietor should spend a 
reasonable amount of the income lie derives from a market for the 
convenience and safety of the persons who use the market and from 
whom he obtains his income. 

Adequate means are necessary to see that proprietors carry out the 
conditions of the licence issued to them. Although there will be some 
inspecting officers, it is considered that the appropriate agency to advise 
and report on the conditions in markets within their jurisdiction is 
the union board, union committee, or panohayets as the case may be. 
Clause (>, therefore, empowers union boards, union committees and 
panchayets to recommend to the prescribed authority that improve- 
ments he made in any market in their jurisdiction and to report 
instances of breaches of conditions of the licence. Any such recom- 
mendation or report must be supported by a resolution passed at a 
meeting of the union hoard or other local body concerned and the 
prescribed authority cannot take any action on the recommendation 
or report without first hearing the proprietor or his agent, and in any 
case the prescribed authority must record his reasons in writing either 
for rejecting the report or for accepting it. In the event of* a 
proprietor failing to observe any of the conditions of his licence, 
clauses U? and 13 empower the District Magistral** or the JSubdi visional 
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Magistrate to take steps to secure observance of the licence. This may 
be done in two ways. Firstly, under clause 12, sub-clause (2), the * 
District Magistrate or the Subdivisions! Officer is empowered to act 
on the results of his own personal inspection and local enquiry. This 
applies when the District Magistrate or the Subdi visional Officer 
observes personally that a condition of a licence is not being observed. 
For example, he may visit a market ami find that the well which is 
supposed to provide drinking water in the market is full of filth and 
rubbish, or he may find that the main entrance to the market is a sea 
of mud and almost impassable, or he may find that the sheds for which 
people pay rent are in a dilapidated condition. I mler clause 12, sub- 
clause (/), he may then, after enquiry and giving the proprietor an 
oportunity of being heard, issue an order on the proprietor to take 
such action as will remedy the detect within a time specified in the 
order. He might, in the examples I have quoted, order the wells to 
be cleaned, or the entrance to the market to la* improved, or the sheds 
to be repaired. The object of tlii*> sub-clause is to avoid deluy in 
proceedings which are unnecessary when the District Magistrate or 
Subdivisional Magistrate has peisonalh seen the condition of the 
market, has personalis emjuiied on tin- spot and has personally heard 
the proprietor. It will enable him in urgent eases to issue an order 
on the spot after making the observations uml enquiries himself. 

The other way in which clause 12 would operate is when the District 
Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate receives u report from an 
inspecting officer or from a union board that any condition of licence 
is not being observed. In such cases the District Magistrate under 
sub-clause (2) of clause 12 may issue an order on the proprietor to show 
cause within a specified time why an order should not be made requiring 
him to take such action as will icmcd> the defect reported. Then 
under sub-clause (•>), if the proprietor shows cause, the District 
Magistrate oi the Subdivisional Magistrate must hear the proprietor 
and any evidence which he may adduce and shall either cancel the 
notice or issue the order or a modified order. 

Any such order issued hv the District Magistrate or the Siihdivi- 
sional Magistrate either a** a result of his personal observation and 
enquiry under sub-clause (/) oi clause 12, <»r as a result of due heating 
after receiving a report under sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 12, must he 
based on reasons to 1m* recorded in writing and must have regard to 
local conditions and the class of the market. In that connection 1 
refer again to clause d of the Hill which provides for the classification 
of markets into four classes, and provides that markets should be 
classified on consideration of the approximate number of persons 
attending the market on market days, and on the approximate esti- 
mated income derived from the market. This provision is made with 
.the intention that order should be passed that is unreasonable 
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having regard to local conditions and the class of the market. For 
‘ example, in say a Class III market, which denotes a relatively small 
attendance on market days and a relatively small income, it might be 
quite unreasonable having regard also to other local conditions to 
require the proprietor to put in a pucca well or a tube-well for drinking 
water. On the other hand, in a Class I market which would denote 
a large attendance on market days and a large income, it might be 
quite reasonable having regard also to local conditions to require a 
proprietor to maintain two or three wells or to excavate a tank to 
provide drinking water. 

If a proprietor fail* to carry out an order issued under clause 12, 
the District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate may under 
clause Id either take action to give effect to the order and recover the 
cost thereof from the proprietor together with a sum not exceeding 
50 per cent, of the cost by way of penalty or he may suspend the 
licence for a period not exceeding two years. For example, if a 
proprietor refused to repair the sheds in his market, the District 
Magistrate could cause the repairs to be done and recover the cost 
plus a sum not exceeding 50 per cent, of the cost as though it were a 
public demand. Alternatively, under clause 21, the proprietor could 
be prosecuted for breach of the conditions of his licence. 

If the District Magistrate suspends the licence, then under clause 
14 he shall arrange for the management and maintenance of the 
market. The expenses of management and maintenance shall be met 
from the income derived from the market and the balance shall be 
paid to the proprietor. 

Under clause 15 any person aggrieved may appeal to the District 
Magistrate against an order of the Subdivisional Magistrate under 
clause 12 or 13, and to the Commissioner against an order of the 
District Magistrate. 

Coder clause lb the Commissioner may revise any order passed by 
the District Magistrate, and the Board of Revenue may revise any 
order passed by a Commissioner in appeal or in revision. 

The fourth item in the list of disadvantages in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons is that reliable information as to prices and other 
marketing information is not usualh available. This of course is not 
the fault of the proprietors or the traders, but the supply of such 
information is important to buyers and sellers. In the conditions of 
licences referred to in clause 5 provision is therefore made for publi- 
cation in the markets in the prescribed manner of any notice or other 
matter in connection with marketing which is issued by the Provincial 
Government and which the Provincial Government desires to be pub- 
fished. Under the licence the proprietor will lie responsible for 
publishing the information in the prescribed mawier. 
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For the purpose of collecting such marketing information , clause 9 * 
provides that the Provincial Government may empower officers to 
•equire proprietors to supply information for the purposes of the Act. 

Item 5 of the list of disadvantages and malpractices refers to 
mjustified discounts and deductions. Clause 8 provides that no trade 
illowanee other than such allowance as may !>e prescribed shall be 
nade or received by any person whether in a market or at the residence 
>f an agriculturist or at any other place where any transaction in 
•espect of any agricultural produce takes places. 

The sixth item is that person* frequenting markets are liable to be 
dctimised by the levy of tolls of various kinds by unauthorised persons. 

To prevent this it is provided both in the conditions of the licence and 
n clause 7 that the fees and charges which may be levied shall be 
ixed, that a notice of them must be published in conspicuous places in 
he market for general information, that nothing in excess of those 
ees and charges may be realised and that the onl\ persons authorised 
o collect them will be person* appointed bv the proprietor 

The final item in the list of disadvantages is that produce is subject 
o no standard. This operate* to tin* disadvantage of the buyer in that 
ie ma\ receive adulterated or mixed pioduce It also operate* to the 
iisadvantage oi the cultivator selling hi* produce in that lie cannot 
fet the best price tor the liest < | ti a 1 1 1 \ produce. Clause 10 of the Hill, 
heretoie, provides that no person shall conduct in a market any 
niiisactmn in respect of any agricultural produce except in uccord- 
ince uith such standaid grades and definitions of quality us may be 
rescribed for that produce either generally or specially for that 
articular market. It is also provided that a condition of the licence 
nay require a proprietor to keep samples oi standard grades of produce 
a the market. The object is that where standard grades have been 
rescrihed and where it is possible to keep samples for comparison, 
uch samples should be available at the market to enable both buyer* 
nd sellers to compare with the produce they are buying or selling, 
n addition provision is made in clause 11 for prescribing an authority 
n decide disputes regarding standard grades and definition* of quality. 

Sir. I will not occupy the time of the House by going into further 
etails. I think I have said enough to indicate to the House tha 
iaadvantages and malpractice* which the Hill is designed to remedy 
ad the methods by which it is proposed to remedy them With these 
ortls. Sjr, I place this motion before the House. 

• 

* (At this s|age the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 
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After adjournment. 

Situation at Dacca. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Sir, I have just received very 
alarming and disquieting news from Dacca. I understand that several 
villages have been burnt and looted. 

The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : May I submit, Sir, before 
you ask the members to move their motions that you should give us an 
opportunity to oppose the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister. 
This is a retrograde step. He wants the Bill to be referred to a Select 
Committee. So, we want to oppose this motion on the ground that this 
Bill should be considered in this session or should not be considered 
at all. We have reasons to oppose this motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou may do it later after the motion has been 
moved. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR : Sir, I beg to move b> way of 
amendment that the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, uni inav move that. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Sir, we persistently demanded 
for an Act to be passed by this Government to control the markets, 
fa irs and me his of Bengal. The reason for this was that tin* poor 
inurket-goers were oppressed and various kinds of illegal exactions 
were collected by the proprietors of markets and fairs — especially the 
agricultural section of oui countrymen being the victims. The 
weights and measures used m this province were many and varied. 
No uniformity was found. (Tinning people thereby found an 
opportunity to cheat the ignorant public. 

Then again. Sir, the proprietor^ ot markets did not manage things 
properly and did not provide suitable place** for petty shop-keepers 
and stall-keepers on market day**. On the other hand, the proprietors 
generally allowed t»i even introduced swindlers and gamblers in order 
to get money from them, so that the\ might rob the innocent villagers 
who came to the markets. Then* were atso other kinds of oppression. 
In some rases poor villagers came with a small quantity of rice, dal , 
etc., which they used to sell iu order to meet their necessary expenses. 
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3ut the market-owners did not spare even these poor people who came 
here only to sell a seer or half a seer of rice, dal, etc., and exacted 
oils from them. The conditions in the markets were generally very 
nsanitary. In some places even drinking water was not provided, 
ind there were no places of worship to be found. These cases became 
io rampant in North Bengal that we had to take recourse to direct 
lotion. In Rangpur, my native district, we had to take direct action 
igainst the owners of markets who were mostly zemindars and more 
:han 2,000 volunteers were sent to jail and some of them are still 
lotting there. When at last (iovernment last year introduced the 
Bill, called the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, although the Bill 
was not an ideal one, we welcomed it. There were provisions in it by 
which the markets would be placed under a committee to be elected 
or appointed as the case might be. Unfortunately, Sir, though the 
Bill was sent to the Select Committee and emerged from it, though a 
vast amount of public money was spent and though more than half 
the Bill was considered by this House, the (iovernment thought it 
desirable to drop it. The Hon'ble Minister in charge of Agriculture 
at the time of introducing this Bill has given us some flimsy grounds 
and reasons, and 1 think t hat it will not be improper for me to say 
that he lias not given us the real reason foi diopjmig the Bill. Will 
it not be right to say that when the Bill was hemg discussed, one of 
the zemindar Ministers ot the Cabinet belonging i<* the (iovernment 
Party moved here and there and got a petition signed bv nearly HO 
members of this House and sent it to the Cabinet, and that was the 
reason for dropping the Bill The reason tor that, I submit, was that 
most of the zemindars were being deprived of their illegal exactions 
as by tin* provisions contained in that Bill it was intended to put the 
markets and fairs under committees. 1 put a direct question to the 
Hon'ble Minister who is tin* mover of this Bill whelhei it is a fact 
that a petition with the signatures of a large number of members of 
the land-bolding community and uUo some important public func- 
tionaries was placed before him and that that was the main cause for 
dropping the Bill. Now. Sir, the reason why I have moved this 
amendment is that Government has introduced this Bill only to hood- 
wink the public. Sir, there is no definite proposal in this Bill. 
During the last four years, Sir, no bill having a definite programme 
of action behind it has been introduced in this House. I find that 
Government only wants to have some rule-making power so that they 
may control the markets and fairs by means of rules issued under the 
executive authority of Government. I do not know what concrete 
proposal Government have made in this Bill. They simply want 
control over markets by means of rules to be framed by them. So I 
submit that this Bill should not be passed or referred to a Select 
Committee unless and until our country people know what are the 
provisions contained -in A is Bill. I submit that it is no Bill at all. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the European 
Party, I rise to support the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister 
that the Bengal Markets Reflation Bill be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. We give it our support, not because we think it is a perfect 
Bill, but because it seems to us to provide a workable means of 
eliminating the malpractices which, unfortunately, are so prevalent in 
the marketing of agricultural produce in this province. If growers are 
to receive a larger share of the fruits of their labours, it is essential 
that they should be protected from those who would take advantage of 
their simplicity. It is also essential that they should take more 
interest in the marketing of their produce — as distinct from its produc- 
tion — and this Bill by regulating marketing procedure should stimulate 
their interest in the art of selling. I should like to congratulate 
Government on their wisdom in withdrawing the original Markets Bill 
which, in our opinion, would have been quite unworkable owing to its 
complicated and cumbersome details. The present Bill does away 
entirely with notified market areas and their elaborate administration. 
It gives Government power to control all private markets, with certain 
exceptions, and places the onus of responsibility for their proper 
conduct upon the owners or their lessees. I would like to emphasise 
that in this respect the Bill now before us goes much further than the 
old Bill. Under the old Bill control would only have been established 
over the few markets in selected areas, whereas the new Bill establishes 
a workable system of control over all markets, control not only over 
market fees and trade allowances, but also over the conditions in 
markets such us maintenance of structures, provision of water-supplies 
and drainage arrangements. This Bill, therefore, far from beiug a 
retrograde step, is, in our opinion, a substantial step forward. There 
are some details which require consideration in Select Committee, in 
particular the definition of “market,” and the question of dual 
control which will arise in the case of markets situated within the 
jurisdiction of municipalities. There are also other minor points 
which, no doubt, will be dealt with by the Select Committee. Sir, I 
support the motion moved n\ the Hon ’hie Minister. 


Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
support the motion for circulation moved by my friend, Mr. Abu 
Hossuin Sarkar. I am surprised that the honourable the European 
member, Mr. Kennedy, has thought fit to plead that this Bill, far from 
being a retrograde measure, is an advance upon the previous Bill. 
Mr, Speaker, Sir, 1 hope it will not require any genius to understand 
that by the surreptitious shunting of the previous Bill, by this act 
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tself, Government has passed its own verdict of incompetence upon 
hemaelves. When the Hon’ble Minister in charge and his department 
Fere left to the odium that necessarily attaches to the dropping of a 
3ill which was partly gone through and the adoption of another Bill 
vithout any statement in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that 
m aocount of certain internal deficiencies of the old Bill a new and 
jetter Bill was being introduced in the year, it would appear from the 
statement of Objects and Reasons that no mention is made of the 
previous Bill at all, and at a first reading one would suppose that this 
Bill was coming for different purposes while the previous Bill was 
already pending. The matter was not clear till on an interpellation, 
[ believe, of my friend, Mr. Hashem\, in answer to a question ot his, 
;he Hon’ble Minister admitted for the first time on the floor ot this 
House long after this Bill was circulated that the old Bill was going 
,o be dropped. I submit that it indicates the guilty mind ol the 
Government by giving out this story ot substitution so late and by not 
ndicating that the first. Bill was being supplanted by the other at an 
jarlier stage. I agree with Mr. Abu Hussain Surkar when he Mns that 
he Ministry has no definite and practical scheme in its mind. It i» 
nerely for a show' that things are being doue, that this thing is being 
>ursued, and not really with a definite and practical objective in view. 
Hherwise, how’ can we account tor the fact that alter that Bill, 
jresumably a well-considered Bill dratted ut the time, was rHeried to 
i Select Committee of responsible and independent members *d this 
louse, where it underwent certain changes, and the report ot the Select 
’ommit tee was placed hetore tin?' House and various amendments were 
aided in connection with the various clauses of the Bill and accepted, 
t was silently abandoned? The Mutism sabotaged t h«* Bill alter its 
iriet career of a few da\s when it was found that the Ministry had no 
dea even us to the definition ot market and other terms. Sir. it was 
i curious irony of fate that although the previous Bill was a bcttci one, 
he Ministry was stranded even on the definition of market itself. Sir, 

[ pity the Hon'ble Minister in charge that having brought 1 li tit Bill 
>efore this House through the ritual of a Select Comm it tee which 
nvolved large sums of nione\ out of the public exchequer, he has come 
o-day with a look of simplicity and innocence to sa\ that this Bill is 
£oing to be a better Bill than the other. It might be a very good thing 
for a schoolboy to try to write an essay and then tr.> to improve upon 
r is essay after some vegetation upon his subject, but I am surprised 
hat the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddiu Khan has not considered this Bill 
,o be a retrograde measure, und 1 am much more surprised that he had 
lot a word even to say as to why that previous Bill was dropped and 
his subsequent Bill which is of u more retrograde character should be 
K cepted by us. 


. Mr. A. F. STARK! That Bill was unworkable. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I thank my honourable 
friend for saying that the previous Bill waB considered to be unwork- 
able, but I hope he will appreciate when we say that the present Bill 
is also unworkable in the sense that it has no perspective of any definite 
work in its scope. Sir, we on the floor of the House as well as outside 
have always insisted upon the promulgation of legislative measures 
which will not only go the length of administering tinkering proposals 
to the structure of a market, or a lavatory, or a drain of the market 
itself. Our idea is this, that not only should the market-place improve 
itself, but the marketing conditions should improve so considerablv and 
so unmistakably as to inure to the big benefit of the agriculturists which 
all of us profess to desire. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the previous Bill there was mention of a 
purpose that the prices of agricultural commodities were desired to be 
more prosperous for the agriculturists. I submit, Sir, that if the 
previous Bill failed to carry out that objective, it must have been for 
other reasons, because it did not reach the stage of finality. This 
present Bill, even if it is passed to the Select Committee and comes out 
again of the Select Committee with certain modifications which we hope 
will come in, even then, Sir, our considered opinion is that if we are 
committed to the principle of this Bill, then whatever allowance under 
the rules there may be for enlarging the scope of these principles we 
are sure that they arc not capable of being enlarged to that extent 
which it is at least the desire of the Opposition to have. In that sense, 
Sir, if the previous Bill was unworkable, the present Bill is less work- 
able and more worthless still 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bengal Markets Regulation Bill is confined 
more or less to the question of controlling the market itself and 
undoubtedly also to the question id prices, but then. Sn . can you 
really inflate the prices by mereh holding a pistol over the head of 
the market proprietor ? Is it not necessary to go in for more compre- 
hensive things, for more imaginative things and for bolder things if 
you really want to succeed in getting a better price? For example, Sir, 
in the other countries we all know that there are certain agricultural 
crops which are deliberately converted into money crops, and unless 
some crops are converted into money crops it will be an absolutely 
futile attempt to get a mere Bill for the regulation of markets and 
expect an inflation of the prices leaving things to the off-chanee of 
normal operation of the ordinary law of demand and supply. Prices 
have got to he created; prices have to be forestalled. And in that view 
of the matter. Sir, our opinion is that that the Ministry should come 
out with a definite scheme with a list of certain crops which they 
propose to convert into money crops. Jute has been long in the field. 
It has been talked to a sickening point, and so I will not deal with 
that any more. Then there is the cry of sqgarcane, and it is a very 
strong cry to-day, because we see to-day that in the previous war even 
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we could not ordinarily use the normal quantity of sugar because the 
price went up so high, hut to-day. Sir, in spite of a more devastating 
war, in spite of the blockading of supply from outside, in spite of the 
fact that we have got our own sugar produce which we are more able to 
control and regulate, the price of sugar is going down. What is 
needed is to come out with a definite attitude of controlling the decline 
of price and for elevating the price at least to some extent. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: H ow are you going to do it ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are going to do it by 

the co-operation of t lie provinces. We are going to do it by following 
the normal laws of commercial enterprise. It mv honourable friends 
of the European Party cannot give the benefit of their wisdom — 
probably they have none in this matter (Laughter. t— 1 would ask the 
Hon’ble Minister to take statistics and facts from the sugar fin-lories 
themselves and if the Ministry are really seriously intentioned , they 
can approach the commercial bodies, the commercial magnates and the 
commercial experts. It is no use. Sir. merely talking about certain 
facts in an airy fashion. It is no Use meielv throwing out papers in 
the const itueneies. It is no use merely having on record volumes of 
legislation unless we know that they are definitely going to do good to 
the people tor whom we are concerned I do not chum to he an e\|M‘it 
in this matter. 1 am thankful to my friend of the European Party. 
I do not claim infallibility. I can simply give ideas, ami it is for the 
Ministry and the Party supporting the Ministry to take the respon- 
sibility of approaching the proper quarters and for approaching the 
question in the proper method. We arc- here only to give ideas and we 
only expect that the Party whi< h supports the Mimstiy will not 1 h* so 
dull-headed and so ini pen mu" to progressive ideas as to sit down merely 
upon their shy and sham prestige urul to consider that the thiugs arc 
not workable and that the things cannot be done. (Pointing to 
Mr. Kennedy.) Look at your people of America. They have converted 
certain crops into their money crops Look at the wheat law’H of fireat 
Britain and the Continent. They have been converted into money 
crops. Why cannot we eonveit some of our crop** into money crops}' 
If you cannot create money crops, if you cannot convert the ordinary 
crops— -at least some of them -into money crops, it is no use merely 
tinkering with weights and measures, the structure of market, sanitary 
arrangement and lavatory at the market-place. It will do no good. 
It will probably please the vanity ol the authors of the Bill and the 
supporters of fhe Bill who will perhaps say: “Well, look here, we are 
doing so much to our people outside. But it will not really answer 
either the code of justice or the code of necessity. 

. Sir, I am thankful to my honourable friend Mr. Kennedy for 
anticipating one of my pleas in referring to the question of dual- 
authority with regard to* market-place in municipal areas. It appears 

4 
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that left to themselves they are sometimes capable of striking a proper 
point, but not frequently. (Laughter.) We, on this side of the 
House, Sir, think that it is necessary to elicit opinion of municipal 
authorities, because after all, Sir, all new Bills, the mush-room Bills, 
that are coming into existence are creating newer and newer multiple 
authority, and we fear, Sir, that even if no good can come 10 the 
country by these confused and confusing pieces of legislation, at least 
the existing local authority will be bewildered by the creation of such 
multiple authority. So, my humble submission to the Minister 
concerned is not to rush the matter to the Select Committee, but to 
refer the question to the commercial bodies and take the benefit of 
local — and if possible and necessary — outside experts, so that the 
ordeal may not be repeated of dropping the Bill midway at a time 
when much hopes were raised. If one Bill has been stranded on the 
shores of negligence, ignorance and wunt of imagination, we of the 
Opposition want to help the Ministry out of a morass and let not another 
Bill he similarly stranded on the shores of another negligence, ignorance 
and lack of imagination. (Loud cheers from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, in the past we 
have forgotten and forgiven the countless frailties and failures oj this 
Government. But, Sir, this is a matter which requires careful 
scrutiny. Sir, if I am permitted to say, I will sa> that this Bill, I 
mean the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, is not even a compensation 
or to put it properly is not an apology for the Bengal Agricultural 
Produce Markets Bill. 

Sir, let us examine and scrutinise the origin, growth and develop- 
ment of the previous Bill, I mean the Agricultural Produce Markets 
Bill. Certainly the idea of such a Bill was either in the brain oi an 
individual Minister or in the brain of the Cabinet collectively. The 
experts in the pay of the Government were asked to draft the Bill. The 
Bill was drafted. The Bill was again considered by the Government. 
The Bill was gazetted. Then. Sir, the Bill was introduced in the 
Assembly and after a careful consideration by the Government the 
Bill was referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee sat 
and sat and gave their verdict. The Bill was again brought before 
this House. After considering a few clauses of the Bill, all on a 
sudden the Bill was dropped. May I ask and very seriously why it 
w*as dropped utter so much amount of time, energy and money had 
been spent for the purpose P I do not care about the time and energy, 
but certainly Government owed us an explanation for the amount of 
money mis-spent over the Bill. I fully agree and endorse what has 
come from Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. I say, Sir, from my personal 
experience that a few influential membevs of this House having 
proprietary interests in markets did not agree with certain provisions 
of the Bill and they sent a memorandum to*the Ministers and the 
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Minister in charge naturally became nervous, and he had no other way 
than to submit to the demands of the influential members of this House. 
Sir, a fresh Bill was drafted. It has come before the House again. 
Sir, in the usual course, it is going to be referred to a Select Committee. 
What is the guarantee that this Bill will be piloted by the Minister 
even in this case? I do not hold the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
this Bill fully responsible for it. I regret very much to say that he 
has been made a scape-goat in this matter. He is the only man in the 
Cabinet who is conversant with the conditions of markets in this 
province. (Mr. Sasanka Sf.kihh S\ny\i.: He has not yet forgotten!) 
He is conversant with the methods and manner of oppression generally 
adopted by the proprietors of markets, and I know that he has much 
sympathy for the people oppressed, but he is helpless. He i« 
absolutely helpless. In the face of these facts, he must look to the 
vested interests first. This is the reason wh\ this Ministry have failed 
to inspire faith, hope and confidence in us. The (Jovernment do not 
know their own mind. The idea of this Bill was in the Cabinet before 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge entered the Cabinet. Since then Bill 
after Bill has been drafted and hist of all the Agrieultural Produce 
Markets Bill was accepted hv the (io\ernment. Now. Sir, the Bill 
that has been introduced tln> time, a* I ha\r already said, cannot even 
be an apology for the Bill that was introduced and referred to the 
Select Committee. The time has come for us to ask tin* Government to 
explain wh\ and under what circumstances that Bill was not proceeded 
with. The reason that has hern set forth in the speech of the HoiChle 
Minister is not at all <onvin<ing Had it been complicated and 
controversial as lias been suggested b\ some ot m\ friends to my left, 
it was up to the Government to look into the matter ot controversy and 
complication while the original Bill was in the Sele< t Committee, and 
it was up to the members of the Select Committee, the majority of whom 
belong to the Government Part\ , to point out to the Government the 
complications, controversies and the difficulties of the Bill. If there 
were really any complications, the original Bill ought to have been 
referred again to a second Select Committee, but that was not done. 
The whole thing, lock stock and barrel was changed. Even thing has 
been changed. This is no Bill. This will not do anv good io the 
oppressed. This will rather help the proprietors of markets in 
continuing their oppression. Can the Hon'ble Minister, us he has 
explained in his speech, w T hen the Bill is taken up clause by clause, 
convince us that this Bill is really an improvement on the old Bill? 
In not a single ease is this Bill an improvement. Most certainly it is 
not an improvement. If it is not an improvement, what earthly reason 
can there be on our part to support this Bill? As for myself I am not 
in* favour of sending this Bill for circulation If the Hon'ble Minister 
is serious and if he mean# business, let him proceed with the Bill clause 
by clause heje in this session. The House is quite competent to suggest 
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improvements, to suggest wavs and means of getting over controversies, 
complications and difficulties and to £nish the Bill . The Hon’ble 
Minister wants the Rill to go to a Select Committee. He expects the 
report of the Select Committee by the 31st of July. In that case, it 
will again come before the House, but I do not know in which session. 
(Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: In 1942.) Possibly in 1942 when the life 
of this Assembly will be over. The Bill will be automatically dead. 
If he means business, let him proceed with this Bill in this session and 
finish our deliberations on it. With these words, Sir, I oppose the 
motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

Mr. D. P. KHAITAN : Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
motion mode by the Hon’ble Minister for the reference of this Bill to 
a Select Committee. I congratulate the Government for having kept 
a receptive mind to the defects that permeated through almost every 
clause of the Bill called the Bengal Agricultural Produce Marketing 
Bill and for the withdrawal of which I have heard complaints from 
the previous speakers. Sir, I fail to understand what reason for 
complaint the Opposition Parties in this House have to the withdrawal 
of the previous Bill and to the introduction of this new one 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Which is an equally 
inefficient Bill. 

Mr. D. P. KHAITAN: Sir, 1 am told that this Bill is an equally 
inefficient Bill and therefore that is an admission that the previous 
Bill was certainly inefficient and deserved to he withdrawn as has Wen 
done by Government. I hold no briet for t lie Hon’ble Minister who 
has introduced this Bill. I am sure he lias shoulders broad enough 
to reply to the criticisms that have Wen levelled against him. But 
I may si\\ this, that from the trade point of view the provisions of 
the previous Bill would lrnve made the situation so difficult as to have 
crippled trade to a very large extent. If my honourable friends who 
have participated in this delwite to-day would refer to the discussions 
that took place on the floor of thi** House in connection with the 
previous Bill. I have not the slightest doubt that they would W 
convinced that the previous Bill was not worth Wing pursued. 
Therefore, I think it was in the fitness of things that Government 
should withdraw the previous one and devise another, one more suit- 
able, which would not cripple trade and would not therefore adversely 
affect the real interests of the agriculturists. As my friend, 
Mr. Sanyal, ha* pointed out in some portions of his speech, it is the 
mercantile community who should he consulted as to the methods and 
ways of improving the price of agricultural products. I oould n&t 
understand him when he repeatedly said tha4 some crops should be 
converted into money crops. What I understand by morey crops is 
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simply this, that when a producer produces a certain thing which he 
cannot oonsume himself, he sells in the market, and that crop becomes 
automatically a money crop which is oonsumed by the rest of the 
world. A crop cannot be artificially made a money crop or a consump- 
tion crop: it depends upon the production and consumption by the 
agriculturists themeslves, and no artificial methods oan be employed 
either for treating a crop as consumption crop or as money crop. 
That being so, it is necessary that nothing should be done by this 
Legislature or by Government to cripple trade. Because, if trade is 
in any way crippled, it would be against the best interests of the agri- 
culturists. Sir, in this view of the situation I would still draw the 
attention of Government to certain features of the present Bill that 
has been introduced to-day and which, it is proposed, should be 
referred to the Select (kmimittee. For, even in this Bill I find certain 
features which will not l>e beneficial to the free flow of trade. My 
friend, Mr. Kennedy, has already drawn the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the definition of the word “market’’ which is still too wide 
for purposes of t lie provisions of this Bill. It is said here that 
“market” means any place at which persons ordinarily assemble for 
the purchase and sale of any agricultural produce or other commodities. 
It is still liable to the interpretations ami the objections which were 
evinced during the discussion on the previous Bill. I am not unaware 
of the fact that there is an additional provision that Government have 
power not to include in the word “market” any place or class of 

place* which the Provincial Government may by notification in the 

UJfinal (*azvttv declare not to be a market. As this Bill is intended to 
regulate dealings in a market ordinarily acceptable as such, it is desir- 
able that the definition of “market” should he improved, and what- 
ever place or class <»f places the Provincial Government wants to 

exclude from the purview of the word “market ” should, so far as 
possible, be dune within the provisions of this Bill and not 1m* simply 
left to the rule-making powers of Government in order to give some 
confidence to the trading community. 

Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of this House parti- 
cularly to clauses 10 and 11 of this Bill. Clause 10 has jierhap* been 
hurriedly drafted, for it will become a dangerous provision in ihis 
Bill. Clause 10 says, no person shall conduct in a market any transac- 
tion in respect of any agricultural produce except in accordance with 
such standard grades and definitions of quality, as may be prescribed 
for that produce, either generally or specially, for that jwirticukr 
market. Sir, this clause, as it has been drafted, would mean that in 
respect of every kind of agricultural produce Government will have 
to prescribe standard grades and definitions of quality; for, except in 
Accordance with them no person will lie allowed to conduct any 
transaction in respect #>f any agricultural produce. Sir, I dare say 
that that jras not the intention of the framers of the Bill. What 
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they might have intended was that in such oases as Government deem 
it fit to prescribe standard grades or definitions of quality, those 
standards and definitions will have to be conformed to by any person 
entering into transactions in respect of that particular agricultural 
produce. Sir, if that is the intention of Government, then this clause 
will have to be modified suitably; otherwise, Government will have to 
lay down standard grades and definitions of quality not in respect of 
hundreds of commodities but in respect of thousands of them, and 
Government will find themselves in a greal difficulty, if the}' do not 
prescribe standard grades and definitions of quality in respect of any 
of them. 

Then, Sir, clause 11 says, disputes regarding standard grades and 
definitions of quality in a market shall be decided by the prescribed 
authority and in the prescribed manner and the decision of the pres- 
cribed authority shall be final. Sir, I do not know what authority will 
be pre.scril>ed by Government for the purpose of deciding disputes 
regarding standard grades and definitions of quality. 1 can say this, 
that even the merchants who deal in agricultural produce find it very 
difficult to decide disputes about the grades and qualities on the basis 
of which transactions are entered into. 1 fail to understand how any 
Governmental authority that may he set up for deciding disputes will 
be able to do it in an equitable manner, to do justice between a buyer 
and a seller, to do justice to the agriculturists or to do justice to the 
merchants themselves. This is a provision which may lead to great 
danger of disturbing the free flow of trade, and T would urge the 
Government to more thoroughly consider this question before asking 
the Select Committee or this House to adopt it in the form as it has 
been incorporated in the Bill. 

Then, Sir, 1 ilia \ draw the attention of the Hon'hle Minister in this 
House to clause S of the Bill where it is said that, “no trade allow- 
ance other than such allowance as may he prescribed shall be made 
or received by any pel son in any transaction in icspeet of any agri- 
cultural produce whether m a market or at the residence of an agri- 
culturist or at nn\ other place where any transaction in re-spec t of 
any agricultural produce takes place.” Sir. the Hon’hle Minister 
has referred us to the Statement of Objects ami Reasons in this con- 
nection. There 1 find it is mentioned, “unjustified discounts and 
deductions are common ” 1. therefore, presume that the lion’ble 

Minister’s attention was only drawn to unjustified discounts and 
deductions and not to ordinary trade allowances. I submit, Sir, that 
what the Hon’hle Minister means here by trade allowance is not trade 
allowance, but unbusinesslike allowances, and to eliminate them he has 
our fullest sympathy and oo-operation. But he must do it in a manner 
which is feasible and which will not obstruct the free flow of trad#; 
for, if this free flow of trade receives the ^lightest obstruction, it 
will be more against the interests of the agriculturists tlpm in their 
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favour. I believe, Sir, that what the Hon’ hie Minister has in mind 
is the payment of isirarhritti and things of that character. In order 
to stop them and in order not to prevent bond tide trade allowances 
being paid, some other method will have to he devised either by the 
Hon’ble Minister or by his advisers or hv the Select Committee — some 
method other than that provided in clause 8. 

Again. Sir. if reference is made to trade allowance in clause 5, 
sub-clause < 2) w/). it will he found that the proprietor of a market is 
expected to see that no trade allowance othei than such allowance as 
may Ive prescribed shall he made. etc. Clause 8 us copied here word 
for word. Apart Irani the (act that it cannot word for woid he applied 
here my objection to n is this, that if it is let; to the proprietor of a 

market to eontiol the payment ot trade allowances and to prevent 

them, it is j>ossil»le, Sir, that much ton upturn iua\ ensue. If the 
agents of the proprietor of a market are allowed to interfere 
in the carrying out of transactions, 1 can see that much 
bribery and (orruption will take place and the merchants will 

he interfered with in earning on their business. (Mr. Sakanka 

Skkiiah Swyai. : Who will control?) The control will he by the 
ordinary course of law and not hv the proprietor of the market who 
would not know how to administer the granting or giving or receiving 
of trade allowance. You might as well ask the police constable t-o 
administer the Act ami not place the administration in the hands of 
competent authorities 

Sir. these are some features of the Bill to which I wanted to draw 
the attention of the I Ion’ Me Minister so that when it comes to ihe 
Select Committee he will have considered views on these problems in 
order that trade may not l>e disturbed. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 hope our 
friends of the OpjMisihmt will take u lesson from the magnificent speech 
to which we have listened just now. Criticism* should he informed. 

I listened 'erv <arefull\ to the criticisms that came from the benches 
©p|>osite. Sit, it is almost impossible for rue to understand the bundle 
of contradictions that « ante from the Whip of the Congress Party. 
Sir, imagine the stalwart of the peasant coming up ami handing over 
to the Go\ eminent the jMiwer to control prices ami to inflate and 
deflate them at the sweet will of the Government This would upset 
ordinary normal business and 1 am rertain, Sir. lhat besides the 
merchant, t he peasant also *.11 suffer terribly. They talked of the 
incompetence of the Government. That word has 1 mm ome an obsession 
with the Opposition, hut. Sir, the incompetence, the colossal incompe- 
tence of the two speeches to which we listened to-night from the 
Opposition, it directions contained in them were followed bv Govern- 
ment the world will c*«se to exist ( Laughter from Opposition 
* Benches. ) 
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Sir, those gentlemen were filled with horrors because the Govern- 
ment withdrew the former Bill, as if such a thing has never happened 
in Legislatures, as if the Government has not got the power to with- 
draw any piece of legislation that is brought before the House. In 
fact, Sir, I felt that the withdrawal was a corollary to the words 
“popular Government.'’ When the Government realised the defects 
which all sections of the community had brought to the notice of the 
Hon* hie Minister, he very wisely withdrew the Bill and now he has 
come forward with something better. I do not say that it is a perfect 
Bill. The honourable member for the Indian Chamber of Commerce 
has drawn the attention of the House to some of the defects in it. 
There is going to be a Select Committee which will go into the details 
of this Bill. I do not quite agree with the honourable member for the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce on some of the fears tliat he expressed, 
but I do feel that there are many defects in our commercial system 
which t he Bill is trying to improve. Tliat commerce should not be 
entirely controlled by a Government is a principle to which no sane 
person can raise any objection, but to allow merchants and shop- 
keepers to play havoc with the ignorant peasant who comes to the 
market will certainly he controlled by Government and that is the 
point of view which will certainly help the peasant. 

It is surprising to me sometimes, Sir, that the arrogatiou of the 
advocacy of the rights ot the peasant seems to have become a monojHily 
with my friends opposite It is surprising. Sir. that when the 
Tenancy Bill was before the House they remained neutral. That was 
the acid test of the sincerity and the acid test of the criticisms that 
they made to the measure at that time. To criticise every measure 
and every possible action of the Government as worthy of condemna- 
tion is something which has led people on this side of the House to 
ignore the criticisms that are being offered. Sir, the Opjwsition has 
stultified itself by uttering its criticism in a language which is not 
dignified and by bringing forward statements which would not con- 
vince even a schooling. The two speeches to-day were uttered by 
gentlemen — honourable members — who do not know the A, B, C of 
marketing. The Bill does not contain any control of price*. The 
only aspect in it with reference to prices is that petty shop-keepers 
should lie informed of market rates; otherwise the Government would 
perhaps he doing harm to the province if it tries to control prices. As 
regards weights and measures, who does not wish a uniform system 
of weights and measures? Is there any person who would oppose the 
scheme of market regulation? Is there any person in the House who 
would not try to wive the seller or producer from the acute and some- 
times very clever businessman who offers him less price and who 
considers a mound sometimes equal to 41 'seers and sometimes equfcl 
to 44 seers? This is a measure which is going to protect the peasant 
rather than do any harm to him. I entirely agree with th^ honourable' 
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member for the Indian Chamber of Commerce when he soya that the 
articles which are to be graded and about which instruction* are to 
be issued may not be in hundreds, but perhaps thousands. The Select 
Committee in its wisdom will try and regulate the Bill which is going 
to regulate markets. Municipalities and Corporation have been 
excepted. Personally, Sir, I am sorry that that is so, because if we 
look to the markets in Calcutta. I have expressed the view and I still 
express the view that the private markets should be eliminated 
altogether. If that is done, we in Calcutta and the people under other 
municipalities in Bengal would he happy. But Government perhaps 
does not wish to go so far and, therefore, I am prepared to accept this 
Bill in spite of its many defects, because it is a step forward and 
because it is going to place our commercial life in the province on a 
better basis. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. there must he more 
speeches because my friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has raised new 
points which have to be replied to. From our benches, only one 
member has so far spoken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I oppose the motion for 
referiing this Bill to the Select Committee. Before 1 enter into that 
subject 1 would like to give a reply to the honourable member for the 
Muslim Chamber ot Commerce. 1 am sorr\ he has left the House. He 
was complaining of the colossal incompetence of the speeches on the 
Opposition side. But had he been here I would have told him that his 
speech betrayed his colossal ignorance of what wus being done by the 
Governments in other purts of the world. He is ignorant of the fact 
that Governments of independent countries hu\e many a time inflated 
the prices of land product* to *a\e the agriculturists of their respective 
countries. Everybody in this House knows by this time that when 
wheat wus selling in (treat Britain at u price oO per cent, lower thun 
the economic price, the Wheat Act of was passed h\ the Govern- 

ment of the United Kingdom and a standard price fixed. The standard 
price was double the market price of wheat then prevailing. The 
wheat-growers were called upon to sell their wheat in the open market 
and they were given the difference between their selling price and the 
standard price as “deficiency puyment” and the money for making 
these dificiency payments was realised by taxing the millers of wheat. 
Similar other instances I could have cited, but 1 have no time for 
doing that. 

•Sir, what is this Bill for? Although the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of this Bill does# not state that it* main object is to ensure a 
better price tf> the agriculturists for their land products, while such an 
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expression was found in the old Bill, the Hon’hle Minister will certainly 
aay in reply to the speeches made from this sifle of the House that such 
an object is latent in this Bill, although not patent. The provisions 
that have been made in this Bill will improve to some extent the price 
of the agricultural produce which will be sold in the market. I don’t 
-deny that. But, Sir, will that be sufficient for the agriculturists of 
this province? What is the problem of the agriculturists to-day? 
The House knows, at least the members w'ho have been returned from 
rural constituencies know, that the aggregate holding of an average 
agriculturist fumih has become very much small. Even with the 
greatest amount of production and the maximum possible price of land 
products, the agriculturist is not being able to maintain his family 
throughout the year. That is the problem. Hence, the best possible 
price should be ensured to the agriculturists of this province if they 
are to be saved. If the intention of the Government was to do real 
benefit to the agriculturists, the Government should have provided for 
some measures by which the agriculturists might get the best and 
maximum value for their produce. I submit that this Bill falls far 
short of such provision. I pointed out as a member of the Select 
Committee of the old Bill as also in lin speed) on the floor of this 
House when the provisions of that Hill were being discussed, the 
Government should drop that Bill and bring up a Bill only for regulat- 
ing the marketing of the agricultural crop of jute, if Government 
really intended to do benefit to the agriculturists. Everybody knows 
and you, Sir, as a member of the Finlow Jute Enquiry Committee are 
also aware, that the old Government of Bengal admitted that the acute 
-economic depression that commenced in the year 1MJ-32 was mainly 
due to the fall in the price of jute. The Finlow Committee recom- 
mended some measures to improve the price of jute. So did our com- 
mittee. But 1 find that the Government, instead of taking that right 
step, have brought in this Bill simply to provide for the abolition of 
trade allowance. Ilow much the agriculturists will he benefited by 
th is Bill so far as their grievances are concerned, the House can easily 
understand. If Government proposes to do tinkering benefit to the 
agriculturists by u Bill of this nature, 1 do not see any reason why this 
Bill should be referred to a Select Committee. As Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hnsht>my has pointed out, this Bill should be considered here and now 
in the course of this session. The Hon’ble Minister in his opening 
speech has said that t ho provisions of this Bill are very salutary 
and have been carefully considered. If that is so, and as the main 
provisions of this Bill had been considered by the Select Committee 
for the old Bill and formally discussed by the members on the floor of 
this House. I do not see any necessity of referring this Bill again to a 
Select Committee. Why this sheer waste of money! Is it for enabling 
some members to go to the hills and enjoy tke cold climate at the cost 
of public money or is it the intention of Government t« improve the 
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Bill through the assisfhnci of the Select Committee? Sir, I think the 
former is the object and not the latter. Let us consider this Bill in 
this session. The provision* made in the Bill are not many nor are 
they very controversial. I do not think the Bill will take more than 
two days to be disposed of. I submit therefore that if it is the inten- 
tion of Government to do some good to the agriculturists of this 
province it should bring another Bill to regulate the price of jute 
during the next season and in the meantime let Government get this 
Bill passed. I warn the Hou’lde Minister that if he goes to his consti- 
tuency after the expiry of the present five years, he will not be able 
to satisfy the agriculturists by saying that he has done this and that, 
all of which are, of course, of no real good to the people. Is he not 
aware that the jute-grower of Bengal is not getting for his jute a price 
which does not even cover the cost of cutting and preparing his juteP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Biswas, l think you can refer to it in passing, 
but don’t you think that it would be irielevant if ton deal with that 
matter in detail ? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: All right. Sir; 1 shall not go 
further into that point 

Without going into the details of this Bill 1 would refer to tw r o 
observations of Mr. Khaitan. He seems to be afraid of clauses ID and 
11. Clause ID deals with the regulating of standard weights and 
different grades of quality. 1 was responsible for these two clauses in 
the old Bill I said that it the market of jute was to be regulated then 
there must lie standardised weights and measures and standardised 
grades of crops like jute Otherwise our agriculturists would suffer. 

T do not see why Mr. Khaitan objects to that. It will not be arbitrary 
standardization of weights or measures or grades. If the Bengal 
Chambers of Commerce can have their own standards of grades and if 
they are able to be the arbiter-* of disputes relating to grades, uh\ not 
Government set up a Board of Arbitration and introduce standard 
weights and qualities to enable the jute-grower to get a fair deal P 
Everybody knows that jute is sold in lump and even the top quality is 
sold at the same price as the bottom quality I think as a jute-mill- 
owner and a trader Mr. Khaitan is apprehensive of standard weights 
and qualities 


Mr. D. P. KHAITAN. I am afraid, Sir, m\ friend has absolutely 
misunderstood me. 

<Mr. 8URENDRA NATH # BI$WA8: Perhaps. Sir, Mr. Khaitan is 
afraid that he will not he*ahle to purchase jute at a cheap price as at 
present in cay the grades are standardized. 
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With the#© few words, Sir, I say that tliis Bill may be taken into 
consideration in this session. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after 
what has been said by my honourable friends, Messrs. Siddiqi, Khaitan 
and Kennedy, I do not think I have much to say to refute the arguments 
advanced by some members of the Opposition. The main objection 
seems to be that the old Bill was withdrawn without sufficient reason. 
I have explained in my introductory speech why the other Bill had to 
be withdrawn. When the Bill was in the Select Committee, very far- 
reaching changes were made in it. Government were prepared to 
accept those changes, hut when the Bill came before this House, it was 
found that there was vehement opposition to the provisions contained 
in the Bill as it had emerged from the Select Committee. And it was 
in deference to that large volume of opinion that Government thought 
it fit to withdraw that Bill. Sir, Maulvi Abu Ilossain Sarkar has said 
that the reason must have been other than what I have stated on the 
floor of tliis House. But may I ask him why tliis opposition to the 
present Bill and why this effusion of admiration tor the old Bill which 
lias been withdrawn? Sir, I may tell \ oil that I know the reason 
therefor. So far as the old Bill was concerned, the Opposition knew 
that amongst the members who usually support the Government there 
had l»een a sharp difference of opinion over the provisions contained in 
the old Bill. The Opposition also expected that if Government would 
go on with thnt Bill, it could have profitably handled the sharp 
difference of opinion which was then manifest amongst the members 
supporting the Government 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, the cut is now out 

of the hug. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is why even t o-day 
the Opposition is enamoured of the old Bill. If the proceedings of the 
debate on that Bill are looked into, it will l>e found — and here I refer 
not to the speeches of other members but to the speech of one member 
only of the Opposition, l mean, Dr. Sanya! — I do not know whether 
be is the older or the younger Sanyal but certainly the more illustrious 
of the two — that Dr. Sanyal tabled a very large number of amendments, 
and the speeches that he made on the floor of the House showed that 
he and his party were absolutely against the provisions of that Bill. 
I need not dilate on that point further. Sir. but I must say that the 
attitude of the Opposition and the issues before the House are now 
quite clear. Does the Opposition really wan* that illegal and exorbitant 
market charges and fees should be stopped Y Do the'* really want 
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that standard weights and measures shouJd be maintained? Do they 
really want that the proprietors should provide adequate shelter in the 
markets and that there should be arrangements for proper conservancy, 
water-supply, drainage, etc.? Do they want that t he cultivators and 
the purchasers should be supplied with proper information about prices 
and other things? Do they also want that illegal exactions in the name 
of trade allowances should be stopped? If they want these things, 
certainly they cannot vote against this measure. If they vote against 
this measure that will be a clear indication to show that they ure against 
the salutary provisions of this Bill. This is not the only occasion, 
Sir, but there were previous occasions also when they showed their 
lip sympathy for the poor nityat, but whenever the crucial time came, 
they either absented themselves or opposed such measures. Here is a 
wholesome measure before the House and my friends have adopted the 
old tactics of which the House i> very well aware Their lip sympathy 
has now vanished in thin air 


Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, one man with lip 
sympathy belonging to the Opposition has now been sent to iho 
Cabinet ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 have a good deal 
of sympathy with Mr. Jalaluddin Ha-diemy and Mr. Surendia Nath 
Biswas when they said that this Bill ought to he taken into considera- 
tion at once without any leleienee to the Select Committee Sir, 
Mr. Biswas contradicts himself because he savs that the Bill is good 
for nothing and immediately thereafter he proposes that the Bill be 
taken into consideration at once. Sir. 1 have a good deal of sympathy 
with that proposal, but as this is » n«*u measure, internment thought 
that it would be better if the jirmiMons of the Bill could he improved 
by reference to a Select Committee. 

With these words. Sir, l oppose the em ulation motion and commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House 

The motion of Maulvi Abu llossain Saikai that the Bengal Markets 
Regulation Bill, 1941, be circulated foi the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ hie Mr. Tamizmblin Khan that the 
Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ahmed All Knuyetpuri, 

(21 Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Fazlur Quader, 
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(4) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed, 

(5) Alhadj Maulvi Masud Ali Khan Panni, 

(G) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Ahmad Hussain, 

(8) Mr. Banku Behari Mandal, 

(it) Mr. I>. P. Khaitan, 

(JO) Mr. I. J. Kennedy, 

(11) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

02) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, and 
(13) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Friday, the 4th April. 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday,, 
the 4th April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the ITon’ble Sir Muhammad Azi/.ul Haque, c.x.b.,. 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 5 Hon’ble Ministers and 186 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Tax on “oompata” and “sun-grass” grown in Chittagong District. 

•212. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minisler in charge of 
the Forest and Excise Department aware — 

(i) that “oompata” which grows only in Cox's Bazar subdivision 
and is used for roofing purposes is tax-free; and 

(i?) that the “sun-grass” which grows in the forest area of the 
northern part of Chittagong and is also used for roofing 
purposes is taxed by the Forest Department? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasous of this differential treatment, 
between the northern and southern parts of Chittagong? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Pracanna Deb Raikut)s (a) (?) “Oompata” 

growing in all Government forests throughout the eollectorute is subject 
to payment of royalty at TU.2-8 per 1,000 bundles of 10 leave* each. 

(n) “Sunn-kholaa” are leased for a period of years at a time. 
Thatch gTasa from unleased areas is obtainable on payment of royalty 
at anna 1 per bhar , throughout the collectorate. 

(b) There is no differential treatment between the northern and 
southern parts of Chittagong.’ 

Starred question No. 2T3 was held over. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the tahie) 

Dhobadah khal in Restore. 

89. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’bhr Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(t) that there is no sluice gate in the Dhobadah khal in police- 
station Ixdiagora, Jessore; and 

(it) that the crops of the heel* of the neighbourhood are damaged 
due to overflood of water in the early part of Siahan and 
ovei-drainuge in the month of Kartik? 

(b) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bld Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (a) (/) Yes 

(ti) Yes — occasionally. 

(b) Any control of the flooding is likely to cause more harm than 
good, us it will stop the natural flushing which is in the interests of 
health, land reclamation and cultivation. These considerations out- 
weigh the advantage of control of the flooding with a view to preventing 
occasional damages to the crops. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilou ble Minister be 
pleased to state how a sluice gate will stop the natural flushing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The sluice gate i* 
certainly intended to obstruct the free flow of water and when the free 
flow’ of water is obstructed it will have the result stated in the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that sluice gates service both the purposes? If a sluice gate 
is placed in the Dhobadah khal, it is said the natural flow will be 
stopj>ed and there will be no flow of water, and there will l»e no 
flushing, but I would like to say that this reply does not give the 
sense it ought to. The purpose of a sluice gate is this: in times of 
necessity it will he arranged in such a way that there will be no flow 
of water. It can also be arranged in a way in which there will be 
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oo obstruction to the flow of water. Thus sluice gates serve both the 
purposes, but the Hon’ble Minister here explains that by putting a 
sluice gate the whole flushing system will be stopped and there will 
be some sort of disease and many other things. 

Th# HOft'bfte Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: 1 have not said that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I cannot understand what se use 
is being conveyed by this sort of reply. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : All that he says is that if the flood is controlled, 
it will affect the area. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In the reply, the Hon’ble 
Minister has said “an\ control of the flooding is likely to cause more 
harm than good ns it will stop the natural flushing”. How could a 
sluice gate stop natural flushing Y In times of no necessity you con 
open it so as to get flushing and in times of necessity you can shut 
it so that \uu i an block up the water. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In times of necessity 
when the flow of water is obstructed by closing the sluice gate, 
naturally the flushing will 1 m* obstructed. It goes without saying. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E* The sluice gate can be opened 
up and also locked up. The moment you open it, there will 1 m* flow 
of water and the moment you dose it, the flow of water will he 
obstructed and that is in your hand. Your officer will be in charge 
of the gate He will open the gate if he wants that there should be a 
rush of water. He will dose the gate if he wants the flow of W'fiter 
to be obstructed. You say here “by putting up a sluice gate, the 
whole flushing system will 1 m» stopped”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: f did not say that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: You might not l>e the person 
who replied to this question. But the department has said that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Natural flushing it 
will certainly stop. What is the object of a sluice gate? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: What is it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The object of a sluice 
g^te is to stop the flow <>fr water at certain times in the interests of 
crops. ‘ When the gate will be dosed, then certainly the natural flow 
of water will be obstructed. That goes without saying. 
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Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Some officer is placed there. 
When it is necessary to have free flow of water he will open it and 
there will he no obstruction whatsoever. In times of necessity he 
will ojmmi the jrate. According to local circumstances water will be 
stopped or allowed to flow and the man will close or open the gate 
accordingly. This is the system of sluice gates. A sluice gate will 
thus serve both the purposes. When water is to be obstructed, it is 
done by closing it, and when free flow of water is necessary, the gate 
will be opened. A sluice gate cannot stop flushing. Will you please 
refer back the question to the department, so that a proper reply may 
he obtained? 

(No answer. ) 

The Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows' Homes Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I take up the Non-official Bills I would 
like to draw your attention to the Bill of Mrs. Shahabuddin called 
"The Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows* Homes Bill." 
which was referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee 
could not finish their deliberations. Therefore they have asked for 
an extension of time up to the doth of June, 11)41. 

1 take it that the House agrees to grant the extension of time 

( The House agreed. ) 

Report of the Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next item is the Report of the Committee of 
Privilege's 1 had a discussion with some members on my* left and 
I think that in view of the discussion almost on the same point in con- 
nection with a Bill on Privileges and Bowers which is now being 
considered, no useful purpose will be served for the time being by 
voting on this matter or even discussing it. I think that it will be 
better if this matter is left over and taken up along with the other. 

(The House agreed . ' 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of : — 

(It the llon'ble Nawab Mushorruff II ossa in, Khan Bahadur, 
Minister-in-charge of the Judicial and legislative Depart- 
ment , 
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(‘2 1 Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(dt Haji Safiruddin Alunad, 

(4 > Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(A > Mr. (iiu'iiiddin Alunad, 

(6) Mr. Hasik Lul Biswas. 

Mi Monmoliflu l)as, 

IS) Uai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur. 

(9) Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai, 
tl()> Mr. At ul rhundra Kumar, 
tll» Mr. Nishithu Nath Kundu, and 
(12> the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the Hist of .Inly, 1941, the 
number of members forming the (juorum being five. 

\\ itb nun li diffidence, Sii, I move this motion, for I know its 
tale 1 could have umlei stood if the llon’ble Minister instead of 
wanting t*i recirculate the Bill foi eliciting furthei puldie opinion 
would lui\e opposed the Bill. Bather let us hear from the Government 
that they do m»t 1 1 ko sut li a Bill to be passed into law, but 1 do not 
understand the me,>ti»ntr of recirculating the Bill for eliciting further 
publu opinion The public have already fottmd their opinion, not 
\er\ recently but fot \eai* and sears. Tin Hindu puldie of Bengal 
hn'e a*i lulhb cimsideitd the e\ils of the tlou rif system and ate fit mlv 
id opinion tbal :i*s m^u., Du* evil must he eradicated h\ legisla- 
ll"U The Bill wit- « in lll.Ued hint tune to the representatives of the 
people but" I find from the reports that only an orthodox committee 
known as the Brahman Mahasabhu has opposed it on religious grounds 
and there is another organisation which is called the British Indian 
Association which has also opposed the Bill, saying that they do not 
like legal measures with regard to a social matter But others, Sir, 
including tin* lepiesentatiye* of the people have unanimously agreed 
to have tin*. Bill jwissed mta law Sir, as we know the puldie opinion 
and as we have already got the written opinion of the representatives 
of the people of Bengal, 1 do not see any reason why the Bill should 
Ik* again circulated to the public for opinion. A similar Bill has 
been passed in Bihar and effect has also been given to that So J 
ho]M? the Dou ble Minister will withdraw his amendment and refer the 
Bill to the Select Committee. Lei the Select Committee consider the 
different provisions of the Bill which are undoubtedly very simple, 
and let them submit their report ami let the House within its life- 
tune consider that report. *1 am afraid, the Doable Minister — rather 
the Government — will uy t allow this Bill to be considered within the 
jife-time of this House. 1 have heard that two Hindu Ministers are 
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opposed to this Bill — not the two Ministers who are sitting there but 
tlx* other two Hindu Ministers who are rich and influential — one a 
Knight and the other a Maharaja. Sir, they may be rich people, 
they may give enough dowries at the time of the marriage of their 
daughters 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I think they themselves get it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: But they know that the 
average Hindu father is not in a position to pay a single cowrie as 
dowry. I hope the Hon'ble Minister will withdraw his motion for 
circulation and allow' the Bill to he referred to the Select Committee. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 11)41, be 
recirculated foi the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 
30th April, 

Frankly speaking, 1 do not feel vers much interested that this sort 
of social evils can be prevented by the Acte of Legislature The 
reasons are obvious and 1 will not have to go far to seek the reasons. 
The Saidah Act is there. The provision ot that Act i» observed more 
in the breach than in its observance. I have read very carefullx the 
provisions of this Bill but 1 have doubts a-* to whether these social 
evils can be prevented by such provisions as contained in this Bill. 
But what 1 want to know is whether Government are serious about 
this Bril or not. If Government are not serious it is no use spending 
time, energy and money foi thi- purpose. There are at least five 
dozen non-ofliciul Bills on the agenda but I am afraid that except the 
Bill of Mrs. Shuhuhuddin Government are not serious with any other 
Bill. Therefore, in my opinion it is better to recirculate this Bill. 

With these words, Sii, 1 move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With your 
leave. Sir, in the abseuce of the Hon’ble the Nawnb Saheb, I beg to 
move, by wu\ of amendment, that the Bill lx* recirculated for the 
purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the ‘31st December, 
1941 . 

Sir, this matter came before this House some time back and it was 
•out out for circulation. When a Bill of this nature was introduced 
in the other House, Government expressed their sympathy with the 
provisions contained in that Bill and with its object. My honourable 
friend, the mover of this Bill, knows very well that although the 
principles enunciated are very good, they are certainly of a far-reach- 
ing character. It cannot lie denied that Bills of this character will 
involve the society in serious consequences and therefore it if 
necessary that all shades of representative opinion should be made 
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available to Government. I am sorry that I cannot see eye to eye 
with what my honourable friend, the mover of this Bill, has said. It 
is for this reason that Government do not want to oppose this Bill at 
this stage but want to ascertain the attitude of the people towards 
this Bill. It is more necessary to educate public opinion than to have 
legislative measures to stop social evils of this character. I know, 
Sir, a Bill of this character will l>e very much appreciated by any 
social reformer hut so tar as the Government is concerned, Govern- 
ment must seriously consider the far-reaching effects of a measure of 
iltis kind liefore the\ (tin lav their hands upon it. It is from that 
point ot view that I sa\ that Government do not want to oppose it 
but want to know the public opinion of the country. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: We are convinced 

The Hon’bfe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am very 

glad to find that I have been able to convince at least one Opposition 
member, Mr Atul Krishna (those, and in view of that fact, Sir, T do 
not want to lake any mine time of the House. 

The motion of the HoiTlde Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that the 
Bengal I four if Best riot ion Bill, 10 40, he recirculated for the purpose of 
eliciting fuithcr opinion thereon h\ the H 1st December. 1941, was then 
put and ngteed to 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1937. 

Snjut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1 007 , be referred to a Seleet Committee 
consisting of : — 

(h the Ilon’ble Sir Bijnv I’rasud Singh Hoy. M inister-in-eharge 
of the Revenue Department, 
i Mr. Suremlra Nath Biswas, 

Maulvi Abdul I. at if Biswas, 

<4) Bahu I pendra Nath Barman, 

( •"> ) Maulvi Abu IloHsain Saikar, 

<ti» Balm Xagendru Nath Sen. 

(7) Mr. Jogendra Xath Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(9» Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(10) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, ami 

(11 ) Srijut Xarendra Xajh Das Gupta (the mover), 

with instructions to suhtnit their report by the 30th April, 1941, the 
number of giembers forming the quorum being five. 
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Ttfft 4$ Bill 5ff% 3TO ^TOf? %T ^1 d 

•4$ Bill 43 «f> ^ Hou-eij? TOd <TOd I 30th 

March ^TTE TO C5dfe*TO, fTO, <iTO Speaker 3T51TO? 

VJCTrfw* r TO 4lTO mh April CTOU5 5T$ I 4 f?TO TOt? fttfT 
TTO i 

Mr. 8PEAKER : short CTO? TOT C*fa ? Rprr | 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA : TO ^|ft tfTO 4 fo? 

’TTO -TOtl^l TFf? 4? ClYf $r>4 ii >rTO *11 TO s^TOT? f^ 31 

4?* TOTftjcTO d ofTOTs?! TO TOf^ 31 =T^fr=n ! 3^r 

^ TOtr^ TO 5T;4 w*i d Fishery TO?* Government 

4?^ Committee fary (TO^I 3T? report TTOl dfdf^, 

3fa -CT ^ ^fi^Til TOS I Ti. 3 T?Tpr3 ?? ^3Ttfa faro 35 3Fffc=r$i 

I ^PPS f?TOJ 'TOlt? TOTT TO? 3s*lfT3 TOr?! l Fisheries TOfci' 

cTi ^unw^tm d to cto^ ?rTOt? tto ^ i ^ft ttitoi 

<7T^ i*ej»ort T“TO TO^ftMl TOTO wsn >ppt frnifor^. j rp\ -^r^r 

frl?T?i TO I d^ report ifMf&.ij TO? fr r?r ^1 r^T, TOTS 

^tTO*? WIN 771 fW i (TO ^TONf?d? ptofi fVr^y vft fwrf 

^tCW I TO^reri TOfa Bengal Tenancy Act jp 0 *??*" TO sifcrsi 

f^i ^?* ofro rc3<a TOTO? i 31 7 FJf f s "TOr?! "iftsN *pr*tt*R 

Oftws fTO 3 Itu fsTOTO Tf? I «TOl TO tri ^rowfirs *1tZ$ To TOT3f<tl 
f^ ^ I d^ TOT??? TOTO anfT TO 1 ?! fr 4* TO <rfTO3 vfti^R 
(?i 3t? w:*rr vffcrm ^f toto <? r* fro^ toto rro v ^ 

#lf? >f r 5TwtH T7FC 3 ! TO TOT TOT! CTO 9 * TO *JTO ?tR3 3t? "TOt? 

7'S^ I (7& 7 T 39 TO T^t^i TO ^ft TOTO CTO CTO TOl 

37PTO ’Fvn vftt fv? | j 3*TO cTOf^ 4^1 Amendment 

fTOI3^ d ^ Billfr pnhlic opinions 5 f^tt cinmlate to 

c*t> I TOn HFtfr m:?mr iJTO CTO public opinion tj] <fe 

Bill^? TO75 I Coalition. TO^tT^l, Kuropean 

C^t*? 4% tpTO Bill i]? fTO^T TO TO?1 f^ffT =rf? ^ | 

TOTO? Assembly Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas 

Mr Amritlal Mondal jj^TR'T ^CTO s^TTT^ Bill 

< TO7R TOfkro l TO^t Trtf^ TOl TO^tTJ TOf? 4$ 

’TTO -3^ Billet Circulate TO? TO TO' ’ a r| ^ T C u ? 7rt»pT 

fTO^ il? ^t? C? session TOT? (7T^ seasionoS 3T9 

CTO il^TO Bill (TFlTOR I 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I 

rise to support the motion of Srijut Nareudra Nath Das Gupta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you are not anxious to pro away at six. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, I am not, 

because as private members we have to take Mime interest in tilings 
which are systematically neglected by Government . 

The House ought to be thankful t () Mr. Das Gupta for bringing 
forward this lbll which should have been brought forward by the 
Government long ago it they had realised the importance of this ques- 
tion fox the province of Bengal Sir, apart from the question of 
sympathy for t ho very large number of people who live on the fisheries, 
who earn their livelihood through the means of fishing in various forms 
all over the province, tins question of fisheries has also got au importance 
from the standpoint of the economic interest of the province which is 
of very great magnitude 

Sir. it has been known m recent years that the people of Bengal 
have been generally speaking undernourished One of the principal 
nourishment that tin* people draw is from fish, and one of the economic 
wealth of Bengal lias been the numerous fisheries scattered all over fhe 
province But, Sir, a source of wealth of this importance for the pro- 
vim c has been systematically neglected It is known that apart from 
the use id' fish as daily food, fi.sh is a No required for medicinal purposes 
Bengal, and m tact the whole of India, imports a large amount of cod 
live! oil and other extracts from fish fat from various countries of the 
world. Il is known that in the .south of Bengal, m the upper ridges 
ami creeks of the Bay of Bengal we have gut a kind of fish which, if 
developed, would open up the prosper! of a very lucrative industry for 
the extraction of oil which will be no less important and valuable than 
the cod liver and similai other oil which is imported into this province 
from abroad 

Sir, the other daj in the course of disctihsioiie, reference wan made 
from this side of the House to the necessity of developing money crop. 
Here the fisheries in Bengal supply us with the opportunity of develop- 
ing actually an industry which will bring large amounts of money to 
the pockets of the people, to the fishermen, to the industrial workers 
who might he employed m this particular branch of industry with ail 
the auxiliary and side branches of organisation that the development 
of fisheries will require. 

Sir, from the point of view that the people of Bengal are being 
uiderpourished and nomethlng had to be done ubout it, the Govern- 
ment had some time ago^et up a body called the Nutrition Committee. 
The importance of this question of nutrition was so crying that the 
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urgency of it had been recognised by Government as would be evidenced 
by their setting up of that committee for nutritional researches and 
investigations. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister in this connection to 
enlighten the House as to what report this Committee of Nutrition had 
to submit with regard to the prospects and possibilities of developing 
the fisheries in Bengal and various industries that would he opened up 
in this connection and what the Government has done in connection 
with that report ? Sir, our fisheries are being denuded of the stock 
that we have. There is absolutely no policy whatsoever on the part 
of the Government with a view to preserve the fisheries, with 
a view to increase the stock. There are numerous species in 
the fisheries which are dying off very fast indeed. They are 
dying off very fast for want of proper policy for the purpose 
of preservation of fisheries. They are also being destroyed as a result 
of the neglect which is the lot of the various rivers and waterways in 
the province. That, Sir, is one aspect of the question which demands 
the urgent and immediate attention of this House. There is another 
aspect to this question. If only one lias the patience to look round 
to see the fate of fisheries in Bengal, one discovers that everywhere 
on the question of fisheries and fishing rights there is an immense 
number of disputes often leading on to violent clashes between the 
fishermen and the middlemen who come forward as mere profiteering 
agents between the zamindars, who are the ultimate owners of fisheries, 
and the fishermen. Every year we find in different places fishing rights 
taken away from people who have been customarily entitled to carry 
on their trade and those places are leased out to middlemen. Fisheries 
in that way have been made a source of drawing additional income for 
the landowners and owners of waterways ami there is imposition of 
additional taxes on fishermen calculated at particular rates fm every 
particular net that the fishermen use for the purpose of their catch. 
Sir, these are the grievances which one hears everywhere in every part 
of Bengal among the fishermen, but there lias been so far nothing but 
absolute indifference on the part of the Government with regard to the 
demands of the fishermen. We lu»\e now come to a state when the 
question of resuscitating the dying rivers has come up to the forefront. 
We want to resuscitate the dying rivers for the purpose of improving 
the conditions of our land, for the purpose of improving the waterways 
for internal and inland trade. We also want to resuscitate the dying 
rivers with a view to produce and preserve this particular form of 
wealth in which the province abounds. From all these angles of vision 
and from all standpoints, we find that the question of resuscitating the 
dying and decaying rivers cannot he left out of account in this con- 
nection. The question of preserving old fisheries which are fast going 
to waste and new fisheries which are fast going to waste and nbw 
fisheries which can be developed and the question of preservation of out 
present fisheries, all these questions are interlinked and, should have 
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formed the subject of a comprehensive scheme and policy on the part 
of the Government. This Government, which has come forward in the 
name of nation-building and using nation-building as the pretext for 
taxation and other purposes, might have given a little thought to (his 
question long ago of its own initiative, if only it had realised its 
responsibilities and duties towards these people and to the province as 
a whole. But since they have not done anything, since the Government 
has systematically neglected this problem, at the end of 4 years of its 
tenure of office we know that there is hardly any possibility, if things 
are left to Government, of anything being done. Therefore it is 
only pmper that the motion which Sri ju t Narendra Nath Das Gupta 
has brought forward proposing to set up a Select Committee to go into 
this question and to .submit its report h\ the doth Apt il shows only that 
on this side of the House the urgeiicx ot this question has been realised 
and we therefore wish that Government at least should share our 
anxiety to see that the matter is not delayed The ordinary humdrum 
dilatory tactics of moving a recirculation motion of this Bill will not 
only be ruinous foi thousand- and thousands of fishermen all over the 
province but it will also be harmful to the province as a whole. Sir, 
if Government might not be so very mindful about this aspect of the 
question, they might at least be mindful about the question of peace 
and tranquilJit \ of the province l can, through you, tell the members 
of this House from peisomil experience and observation of what little 
I have been able to gat he? of the grievances of tin* fishermen that they 
have come to a point when the conditions under which they have to 
toil and siiflei have bet mm* well nigh intoleiahle We shall very soon 
find i lots going on all over the piovinee, lootings taking place and 
things ot that kind I can tell you. Sit. and through you the members 
of this House that the vaiious fisheiies will become the plague spots ot 
discontent and not ot a \et\ mmioU" magnitude unless immediate atten- 
tion to the question of fishermen n given If Government continues to 
negleit, I sax that the fishermen will onlx he justified, if not for anv 
otfiei icason. t<u the icason of sheet callousness and apathy of Govern- 
ment, to rise up on then own to stop pavment. And we shall welcome 
them to do so to assert their rights and to declare that until Govern- 
ment has fully gone into the question and formulated some definite 
scheme and policy with regard to fisheries they will not pay the fishing 
taxes which are not imposed by Government, but, which encouraged by 
the Government’s apathy, are imposed by the landlords and owners of 
these waterways in a most atrocious and aibitrary way This lias Jed to 
a series of ruinous litigation up to the High f'ourt in Bengal and ha« 
created such discontent that every season we find that when the time 
comes for leasing out fisheries immediately it is followed by some sort 
of flashes between fishermen and the remind, vrs. Government and the 
police are always on the eide of the owners of waterways to the deri- 
ment of the interests of the fishermen and therefore. Sir. Government 



70 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[4th April , 


by adopting the dilatory taction will simply be helping things to get 
worse and worse until they become uncontrollable. Not only that, 
while by timely attention to this question we could have built up trade 
and industry for the province of Bengal, by this form of dilatory tactics 
ami neglect we shall be ruining that source of wealth for the province 
and for our people and ultimately it will become too late for the Gov- 
ernment to do anything. When I am saying these things I do not, of 
course, in the least expect that Government will show any serious 
anxiety to come to grips with tins question. But even so it is the duty 
of members of this House to raise this question and to impress upon 
them its importance Sir. 1 let erred at the earlier part of my observa- 
tions to the Nutrition Committee which made its recommendations 
about fisheries The contribution of the Go\ernment to the Nutrition 
Committee has. 1 am told, so far been a sum of Rs. ■’> and a rubber 
stamp only to put the Government seal on the report of the Nutrition 
Committee. The enthusiastic baud of young scientists and other 
experts who are capable of carrying on very important research work 
and suggesting very helpful ways for developing the fisheries and other 
subsidiary industries find that their enthusiasm is simply Wing cramped 
by the nputhv and indifference <d the Government. Sir. it Government 
would not wake up, it will be loo late So far as we on this side of 
the House are concerned, we think that this is a motion on which there 
can be no shilly-shallying The motion will have to be taken up in 
right earnest. Therefore, 1 would appeal to the Government and to my 
friends opposite to consider the importance and urgency of the question 
and to petsuudc the Government to accept this motion because this is 
a question which concerns the interests ot all. Opposition and the 
Coalition alike Sir, I commend the motion vvhich has been moved by 
Sri jut Narendrn Nath Das Gupta to the a<ecpt.mce ot the House 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mi Speaker. Sir, 1 shall not verv 
much stand in the wav ot youi adjourning the House at b p m. if you 

so desire, hut I hope \ ou will allow me t<> «ii\ just a levy 

words in support of this Bill. Mv constituency happens to he 

largelv a constit uencv of fishermen, ami unless I support this 

Bill, those fishermen while catching fish will also catch my 
euis ( Laughter. > To talk seriously the fishermen have seen me 
from time to time and we have an association of fishermen called the 
i’mltna Matsya Jihi Samiti with their headquarters in mv constituency. 
The representatives of that Association saw me about a month ago and 
placed before me u catalogue of their grievances. Their grievances are 
very real and hard. 1 feel and the Hon'hle Minister in charge also 
must feel that fishermen in this province work under real disabilities and 
something must be done to ameliorate their lot. 1 have carefully read 
the Bill of Mr. Das Gupta, and 1 feel that $aine of the grievances of 
the fishermen will he removed if this Bill is passed into law. It may 
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be said that all the provisions made in the Bill are not acceptable. If 
it is so. it may be changed in the Select Committee. But I submit 
that the Bill is a move in the right direction and that it ought to be 
accepted by the House. Sir. I accord my wholehearted supjmrt to the 
Bill and thereby save my ears. (Laughter.! 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 would ask the 
Hon'blc Minister also to enlighten us with the recommendations ot 
the Nutrition Committee? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I find that even after delivering a long speech, 
you ait* not vet sa Untied ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I hu\e even 
svmpuths with the object id the Bill The fisheimen in Bengal fotm a 
vei\ important link m tin* economic structure of the province, hut 
they are a ver\ pool and helpless class and 1 know from my personal 
experience thd the\ ate \cn often m.ide tlic victim* of great oppression 
In men in influential position There is no gainsaying the fact thul 
some legislation is necessary to protect the lives of these fishermen. 
The Opposition thinks, Sn. that (iovernment has not been doing any- 
thing in the mattei It is onl\ there that I differ from them I mn\ 
tell them that internment lone not been sitting idle Mr. Niharcndu 
Dutta M axumd.it has raised several questions which are not at all the 
Sllhjei t mattei of the Bill He has talked about development of 
fisheries, ah »i>t the Nutrition Committee that has been appointed, 
about preset v at mu <d fish ahout resuscitation of rivers, and so on and 
so forth Bui if he can's to read the Bill presented In his iiiend lie 
will s«*f> that these things do not find place in the Bill which he is sn 
eager in support 

'sir, ihe position of (iovemment js this, that < iovernment is anxious 
to hung forward a comprehensive measure to deal with the tigdils of 
fishermen, and with this end in view a Special Officer was appointed 
The* Special Officer submitted his report in lfMO. That report is still 
under consideration As soon as (iovernment has come to a decision 
on that repoit, a Bill will be introduced, and I hope that Bill will remove 
the outstanding grievances ot the fishermen 

So f ,i i as the other questions raised by m\ friend Mr. Niharendu 
Dutta Ma/umdai. viz. development of fisheries. Nutrition Committee 
Report, preservation ol fish all these things are concerned, these can- 
not be incorporated in a Bill dealing with the rights of fishermen. r I he 
rights of fishermen are sought to be dealt with by the present Bill, and 
when the (iovernment brings forward its Bill, that Bill will deal with 
tli^ question of rights that the fishermen enjoy and further rights thut 
should be conferred on them. But the other question, viz., the deve- 
lopment of fisheries, cannot he the subject matter of a Bill like that. 
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So far a# the other matters are concerned, I hope the House will 
remember that in the coming year’s budget a decent provision has 
been made for the establishment of a Fishery Department in Bengal 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI : In the current year, not 
in the coming year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : Yes, in the current year’s 
budget. 

The first step that Government is going to take in the mutter is the 
appointment of a Director of Fisheries. Government ha> already taken 
steps, and as soon as the Director of Fisheries i> appointed- - — ( Bui 

II \ n knur a Nath Chauihicju : Is on the saddled) ve>, he will 

examine the recommendations made by Di . Naidu who made a very 
elaborate enquiry regarding the development of fisheries in Bengal. 
Therefore when that department is established, t lie questions of develop- 
ment of fisheries, preservation of fish, transput! of fish and all other 
allied questions will be taken up but the question of rights of hshormen 
cannot he dealt with along with the question of development of fisheries, 
far less along with the question of resuscitation of nveis in Bengal. 
That is a very important as well as a \er\ difficult question, and 1 for 
myself do not know when Government will be able to solve that difficult 
problem of resuscitation of rivers m Bengal and that is not a matter 
with which we are concerned at present 

Mr. Dutta Maxumdar made a startling statement on the Hoor of the 
House, He has said that if the Go\ernmeut does not do an v tiling to 
rented \ the grievances of fishermen, then if the fishermen take the law 
into then own hands, if thex refuse to pax the ients of the zamindars, 
t h c*y will have even s\mpath\ or support foi ;» movement iikc that I 
submit, it is a von dangeimis statement and if by this Mr Dutta 
Mazumdar intends to incite the Hshermen to take the law into t heir 
own hands, 1 ant sure il will be the fisheimen themselves who will he the 
greatest sufferers, and l do not think that the true ftiends »>t fishermen 
will ever advise them to take a dangerous course like that The insinua- 
tion that m\ honourable triend has thrown to-da\ to the fishermen of 
Bengal mi the floor of the House max itsclt piove to he dangeimis. but 
1 hope our fishermen who are all law-abiding people will nm take any 
dangerous and mischievous insinuation like that into serious 
consideration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Government is 
encouraging the owners of fisheries to take the law into their own 
hands. 


The H oh ’hie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a f iie 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: That is a truth to 
which the fishermen will give a return compliment very soon . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Sir, so tar as the present 
Bill is concerned, I am sorry Government is not in a position to support 
the Bill because it is defective in many respects. I may point out here 
some of the defects of the present Bill. It gives no criteria whatsoever 
on which the rents of fishery leases are to be fixed. There is nothing 
to show whether a person is a bona fide fisherman or not. Then also a 
very complex machinery is proposed to be set up for the settlement of 
rents of fisheries. That scheme, to m\ mind, will be altogether unwork- 
able. That being so. Government is not in a position to give support to 
a defective Bill like this. As I have said, Government is very anxious 
to bring forward a Bill of its own, and I also regret the delay that has 
taken place. I hope no further delay will take place and an appro- 
priate Bill vill be brought forward as soon as possible. 

With these few' words, Sir, I oppose the motion 

The motion ot Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the Bengal 
Fisheries Bill, 1!W7, be referred to a Select Committee consisting ot 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ko> , Minister-in-churge 
ot the Revenue Department. 

(*J> Mi Surendra Nuth Biswas. 

<di Maiitvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

( \ i H;t b u Cpendra Nath Burman, 

( *> . Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkui , 



Bab 

u Nagemlra Nath Sen, 

(7 ) 

Mr 

Jogendra Nath Mandal, 

( S » 

Mi 

S \ ed .Jalaluddin Ilashemv 

Ch 

M: 

( haru ( haiidia Ro\ . 

( Hb 

Mr 

Amnia Lai Mandal, and 


(11 > Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta (the movei », 

with instructions to submit then report b\ the HI M h April, 1941, 'he 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result:— 


AM* WtM*. Mtatvt. 

AM tun* MM. 

MM Kkw. Mr. If*. 
AM— 44 ) 9 , Aim*. Mr. 
i •— ft Mr. Wfi erty*. 
Mm. MM era— art. 
Bar—, Mr. Fa— fB. 


Mr mm, BaM llq«M era—. 
Bara—, Mi «#— ra Bata . 

•Mr aa, Mr. la— Bata. 
B— arty. Mr. — ra Bata. 
MaalMrt. Bat B a— Bata. 
Dai —a BaM K l i a ai n Bad, 
Mai —a, —N* B a — BaMu 
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Dm tta flupta. Mias Mire. 

Dutta Muunlir, Mr. Niharendu. 
Emdadtfl Hague, Kui. 

Bheee, Mr. Atul Krtihna. 
Riasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Jalaluddln Haahsmy, Mr. Syad. 
Jonah Ali Majumdar, MaulvL 
Khan, Mr. Debendra Latl. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 
Kundv, Mr. Nlsbitha Nath. 

Maji, Mr. Adaaita Komar. 
Majomdar, Mr*. Hsmiprtva. 


MaadaJ, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

MandaJ, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Manirutzaman Islamabad!, Mautana Md. 
Magbul Nasam, Mr. 

Pramauik, Mr. Tariaicharan. 
i Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra, 

j Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

J San, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

lingha, Baho Ksbatra Nath. 

Thakar, Mr. Pramatka Ranjan. 

! Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Abdul Nads, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Had, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hamid. Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Maah). 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. lyad. 

Abdul Motalab^ Malik, Dr. 

Abdur Rashtad. Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi I. 

Abdur Rasiak, Maulvi. 

Abul Husain Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad Ali Enayetpurl, Khan Bahadur Hauiaaa. 
Ahmad Husain, Mr. 

ANaxuddia Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Ailm, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hussain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aihar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badruddaja, Mr. Syad. 

Barst Ali, Mr. Md. 

BaN.Hart, Miss P. B. 

Btrkmyra, sir Hanry, Bart. 

Oklppendale, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Ral Sahib Kirtt Bhutan . 

Dass, Babu Debend ra Nath, 
fdbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Rasa Ohtwdbury, Mr. M. 

Park at Bana Khanam, Begum. 

Faitol Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fattur Rahman, Mr. (Mymansingh). 

•atom Rabhaal Ahmad. 

Ramus, Mr. s. A. 

RrtMtka, Mr. C. 

By as addin Ahmad Obawdkury, Alhadj. 


NOES -77. 

I Habtuddin Chaudhori, Maulvi. 

I Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib, 

j Hasina Mursbed, Mrs., M. B. E. 

| Hatamally damadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

| Hayaaad, Mr. Rogers. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

! Kabiroddin Khan. Khan Bahadur Mautvi. 

j Mahxuddin Ahmad, MaulvL 

I Mafltuddln Cbaudhury, Mautvi. 

Maadal, Mr. dagat Ohandra. 

Manlruddin Akbaad. MaulvL 
Maaud Ali Khan Panai. Al-Hadj Maulvi. 
Muhammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mabsia All, Mr. Md. 
j M aslant All Mullah, Maulvi M. 

| Mezammet Hug, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

! Muhammad Ithaguo, Maulvi. 

1 Mu Hick, the Hankie Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Mustagawsal Hague, Mr. Syad. 

Raikut, the Han’bia Mr. Prasaana Dab. 
Rajibuddln T arafdar, Maulvi. 
ladaruddtn Ahmad, Mr. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

| tartar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sassaan, Mr. R. M. 

Ssrajul Islam, Mr. 

t Shamsuddin Ahmad Kbandkar, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Sinclair, Mr. d. F. 

! Sirdar, Babu Lltta Mwada. 

| smith, Mr. H. Brabant 

j Sloven, Mr. d. W. R. 

Suhraarardy, the Han’bia Mr. H. S. 

Tamil addin Khan, the Han’bia Mr. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wards earth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Aye.** being dS and the Noes 77, the motion was lost. 


The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKER : Sir. I beg to move that the 
Bengal C ourt of Wards { Amendment » Bill, 1!>*'»7. be referred to a 
Select C ommittee consisting of — 

Vl> the Rou ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Rn\ . \iini"ter-in-charge 
of the Revenue Department. 
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(•->) 

Mr. Moslem Ali Mullah. 

(3) 

Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar. 

<4t 

Mr. Mafmiddin Ahmed, 

(•'>> 

Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(«» 

Mr. Puspajit Burma, 

b * 

Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed. 


Kazi Kimladul Haque, 

(»» 

Air. Satya Priy a Hanerjee, 

(lilt 

Mr. Abdul Waited, and 

(lb 

the mover. 


with instruction* to submit llicn repoit 1»\ the loth July, CM I, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir. this Hill was first moved in UM7 Subsequently it came beiore 
the House when the Internment moved for circulation. Ibis time 
according’ to law 1 am to mo\e tor refer! mg it to a Select ( onumttee 
The reason tor introducing this Hill is obvious and the Hill is very 
simple By clause 4 of the Hill l want to repeal clause {o of section 
b of the Bengal Court of Wards Act This sub-section piovides that 
any zam iii'hir max declare himself a*, disqualified proprietor and request 
the Government to take charge ot his piopertx. 1 submit that tlu> 
proMsion has become rathe! obsolete. hxeixbodx i- expected to manage 
his own piopertx and the /.immdais ha\e no light to haia** the G»»\ 
eminent Siikc the* provision is introduced m the Act. tliex aie taking 
advantage ot it and a good deal of Government s energx is being ’'pent 
in managing the private properties ot zammdars The othei two pro- 
visions me f » A and t.H 1 'ike to intn»dme se< h»»n «» A so that the 
properties already taken undei the charge of the f outt of Wmds undei 
clause ( t < of section b ot the Act max be released, and section t»H *<* 
that the disqualified proprietor max be disqualified also from being 
appointed or elected as a member of a local body. \\ ben tills Hill was 
circulated for opinion, several publn bodies responded, the most 
prominent among them being the Bar Associations of Bakurgunj, Dacca 
and Hooghlx, who were in favour of getting this Hill passed into law 
Then again. Sn. opinion was also expressed by the recent Hand Revenue 
Commission and some of the members of that Commission have expressed 
the view' that if these properties are released from the Court of \\ ards, 
the Government may have an opportunity of buying them out By 
this Bill of course I do not mean that the properties of zamindar* who 
actually need help such as widows, minors, orphans, etc., should be 
taken a wax . On the other hand, Mr Speaker, these disqualified pro- 
prietors after giving their properties to the Court of Wards for manage- 
ment are encroaching on the rights of the public. As for example by 
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their influence and by their wealth, they are practically monopolising 
all our public bodies. The Ministry of this province is in a way mono- 
polised by the disqualified proprietors. Very recently we have seen 
that the District Boards and Local Boards are also being monopolised by 
these people. Therefore I submit that by releasing these properties by 
the Court of Wards the activities of the zamindars may be confined to 
managing their own properties instead of disturbing the public life in 
this way. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMI^UDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have to oppose this 
motion. I was first of all at a loss to understand why under one of 
the provisions of the Bill disqualified proprietors should be debarred 
from being members of local bodies. My friend, the mover of the 
Bill, has now explained it. Until he had explained it, I was at a loss 
to understand why that provision was incorporated. Sir, his object 
will be frustrated if this Bill is passed because the gentlemen who are 
now occupying seats in local bodies and also according to him in the 
Ministry, as soon us this Bill is passed, will no longer be disqualified 
proprietors and these very gentlemen will l>e qualified to stand as 
members of local bodies and also other bodies. Therefore it my friend 
wants to attain his object 1>\ the pacing of Bill, his object will 

be frustrated. 

Then. Sir, 1 do not know what are the reasons behind a Bill like 
this. He has of course referred to the fact that if these estates are 
released from the management of the Court of Wards, then Government 
will get an opportunity to purchase these estates. But. Sir, the 
Government have not yet come to any decision on the lecommendations 
of the Floud Commission My friend’s observation would have been 
relevant it the Government had come to a decision on the recommenda- 
tions of the Floud Commission and if that decision was that the estates 
should all be purchased by Government. That decision has not yet 
been arived at. Therefore from that point of view also his Bill is a 
little too premature. 

Then, Sir, I would also like to state that this management by the 
Court of Ward* gives certain advantages to a large number of people. 
The management of estates by the Court of Wards affords opportunities 
for a closer contact between the Collector and the tenantry and for the 
removal of many abuses. The restriction that the Bill proposes will 
make such contact and redress difficult in a large number of cases. 
The proper and timely collection of Government revenue is also a very 
important consideration. I don't think, therefore, that there is any 
good reason behind this Bill w’hich is proposed to be sent to a Select 
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Committee by my honourable friend. The House, I hope, is not in 
agreement with him so far as the principle of the Bill is concerned and 
I hope that the House will reject the motion. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarker that the Bengal Court 
of Wards ( Amendment i Bill. 1M7. l>e referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1> the Hon'hle Sii Bijo\ Bra Mid Singh Ron. Minister-in-charge 
of the Re\emie Department. 

(2) Mr Moslem Ah Mollah. 
t-i) Mr Rajibuddin Tarufdai . 

(4) Mr. Matizuddin Ahmed, 

(d> Mi Rasik Dal Biswas, 

(In Mi. Puspujit Uarma. 

( 7 i Mr A'lmtiddm Ahmed, 

(Mi Kazi Kmd.idul Jlaijue, 

(‘I i Mr Sat \ a Pm a B.merjer, 

(lilt Mr Abdul Wahed, and 
(Hi t lie mover, 

with instruction- to submit their report h\ the l"*th Jul>. 1JM1, the 
numl*»r of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and 
lost 


The Bengal Anti-Thumb Impression Bill, 1939. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I beg to move under the 
proviso to rule III of the Bengal Legislative A*sembl\ Procedure 
Rules that the Bengal Anti-Thumb Impression Bill, l?ld!l, 1#» eontinued. 
The motion was then put and agreed to 


The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, l beg to move that the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Bill, JBW*. l>e referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon'hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ro\ , Minister in charge 

of the Revenue Department. 

(2) Maharaja Shashi # Kanta Acharya Choudhury, of Muktagaclm, 

Mvuiensingh, 

£ 


6 
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(3) Mr. Abdul Wabab Khan, 

(4) Mr. Shahedali, 

(')) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(0; Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(fh Mr. Fazlur Rahman (of Mymensingk), 

(10) Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhurv, 

(11) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, and 

( 1'^ ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 01st May, 1011. the 
number of members burning the quorum being tne. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 4t*4f' W/F .4 >[7774 41^774 41 ^1*44^4 

VHTC.1 <pi ?rf wit?? ^ v n> ivrpyi cvp* in i Ttrt^ ^rVt:44 

^jtt 4 $'44 4br 414 I ' 3 ^rn7 tfyfJ-'jTtcunj $"44 C*i ts "^rfr^ 

74^444 4i5 4m I & 44 '4^7*4 $'44 TfT4 TTT'T ^44 

71, itri 44' 41 3^41 4T4 41 | ^f4vt 7 ?T41 3T4trv _ 4 »wwt will 

'®R4tC4 44 vptOT $T^v ^rf4TO5 I 4-T7^ 4t?TT* W4 4^1] *^| 

^^4 $o>^ stcs «n 4tC4 ctt^u ion $*tjYr : 377 

4t4^t4 4Tt-m -4*1*1 assurance n\ <nt',fprT ^?ft? fzf* 

Bill $vffT3 Tf4^44 ! (71^41 ^rtft Government Party* <} W4 

44 4T f5 4tC4 ^4 f4T44 $M4 %1* C^T4 4] | '44 4^4 

ar#t ^rrrfvTt jq4rft Amendment ^rrf^R 71 4^ Billfr gnni . 4*yf tt* 

^47 circulate T41 r$T I 'srffa 77^ Amendment accept ^f*4 I 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker. Sir. 1 beg 
to move, b\ wa\ of amendment, that the* Bengal Non- Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill, 1000, be recirculated for the put pose of eliciting further 
opinion thereon h\ the OOtli September, 1041. 

As the honourable the mover has admitted. Government has given 
an assurance that a Government Bill vs 1 1 1 be brought forward in the 
July session. In view of that assurance, Sir, he has also said that 
he does not like to press his motion. I think the House is aware that 
the Chandinn Committee has submitted its report and on the basis of 
that report Government has promised to bring forward a Bill. In view* 
of that assurance. Sir, I hope there will be no demand from this House 
to send this Bill to a Select Committee. The mover himself is prepared 
to accept the Government motion for recirculation. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1940. be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1» the Hon'ble Nawab Kliwaja Halubullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment. 

{2 1 Dr. Govimia Chandra Bhawrnik. 

(0* lh.hu Nagendia Nath Sen, 

<4 > Mr Kiran Sanker Ho\, 

(d) Sri j u t Naremlra Nath D.e Gupta, 

(ti> Mr Aduaita Kumar Majt, 

< 7 » Mr Krishna Brasa.l Mandal. 

(S' Babu Lak»hnu Nan. \ an Bi*uus, 

(9) Mr Ainrita Lai Mandal. 

(1th Mr Mir/a Abdul Hati/. 

(11) Maulvi Muhammad Grail, 

. \2 ) Kim Lmdadul lLupie. 

< 1 ‘G Mauh i Abu II ossain Sarkar. 

(14 1 Mauhi Waliui B.ihman, 

(ldt Mr Puhn Behan Mullick, and 
tlth the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 01st Jul\, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, (TTfaTS 15t^ far«T ? 

Bill 7 Tt71 Mr. Md. Israil $*tfT5 Select Committee^® 

I fol *SfPrm TOD *f5< 

Amendment iJC^nR | n Tft *1 I 1 5th 

April 4^ Select Commits**? Report fWfa TOT l 'L5<- 

STJ f^nrf^ | fRT5t v t1 faPZ Cbfo I Government *J*R 

Bengal Self-Government Act ■a’RfiC’R T^Rfr *l *Tvn> '4Wf$ 

?psR tip*} tfcz fe?r, w *trt 

SfFJ ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately, the Nawab Bahadur is not here 
to-day. I think Mr. Tdmizuddin Khan can take the reaponaibility. 
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TIM Hwi’M* Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the dlst July, 1941. 

Sir, the main features ot this Bill are abolition of nomination, 
introduction of universal adult franchise, removal of the control of 
District Magistrates over the appointment, pay, dismissal, fining and 
other forms of punishment of the Dafadars and Chaukidars and the 
making of a statutory provision for the making over of half of the 
road cess receipts to the union boards. The Bill thus seek* to intro- 
duce drastic changes of a verv far-reaching character, some of which 
are already under the consideration of Government in connection with 
their proposals for amendment of the Act. Moreover the matter relat- 
ing to Thaukidars and Dafudars lub formed the subject-matter of the 
Chaukidari Krujuin Committee whose report is now under the eond- 
deration of Government. In view of the fact that Government them- 
selves are considering comprehensive legislation to amend the Village 
Self-Government Aet, piecemeal legislation h\ a private member i- 
to be deprecated and 1 accordingly oppose the motion for reference to 
the Select Committee and commend m\ motion ioi circulation to the 
acceptance of the lloiisr. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 want to speak 
one word. 

TOofr? srii ^rrrt^ ?tn tt? S^t? t>t^ c? tSto ? 7 ^ 

f?«Tf£ Select Committee? f?C?M*TUT TO$ (TTsfP? TfT3 TOT 

TOff? TOTOF f??? TO^ I 'TOT? f?T? Reservation of seats for 
minorities 4?; ?1 collected STT? \Jt? Union Boards? fund4 P^TO? 

YTTyi TO$ I TOTOTT difference 4? ‘arsrr TOTf? Bill circulation^ 

C?<ilTO? fV TOT^t TOFP5 TOT? ? TO*tT CctCfo CTO? *1?^ C?TPJ TO?? I 

The motion of t he Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment* Bill. 1940. be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the -fist July, 1941, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1940. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir. 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Fisheries Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the HoiThle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. Miuister-in-eharge 

of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Cpendra Nath Edbar, 
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(3) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(4) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chaudhury, 

(5) Mr. Monmohan Das, 

(C) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, 

(8) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(9) Mr. Surendra Nath Ei>was, 

(10) Mnulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, and 

(11) the mover. 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

In moxing lor the reference of the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1940, to a 
Select Committee I beg to speak a few words on the miserable plight 
of the fishermen in Bengal There are about A lakhs of fishermen 
belonging to different 1*0111111 unities, but thex earn on a profession 
■which is haitlK icmuncratne enough to enable them to make both 
end' meet It \\.i> apllx ohsened in the Report of tlie late Sir K. G. 
Gupta on “l i'bcne*. <>t Bengal” that “the income of an ordinary fish 
< at* her woikmg with parties or by himself \arics from Its 4 to Hs. 12 
pm month ” 1 1 tin*, i' the axtiago income of a fishing family, their 

miselabh plight max lu* easily guessed. It is not only the miserable 
Un nine ot tin ti'iieiinen that is i espniisi Me foj then pitiable condition, 
but also the wax in which thex ale exploited h\ the middlemen, the 
zemindajs and nthei intet mediate i:iirfuhir * of fisheries is ruining the 
hshei men in Bengal. 3 hex haxe no rights m the fisheries, be it Ini, 
rixels or tanks, but thex haxe to pa\ large Teiils to (he proprietors of 
sin li fislieiles tor tin adxantage of e.Miliing fi-h tlierein t > \ e r and 
aho\e rents, the\ ha\i* also 1 « » pay tnaiix txpes of extra-payments like 
Ilhihiln, llntt'hm < hat ge eti . xxhnli are xeiitahle burdens on them. 
In order to do awax with tills date ot things or at least to lessen the 
rigours of mu h m.ilp!.u tu es, l beg to urge tor the adoption of the 
Bill fix the House and I hope that it it js a*<epted and passed into 
law , nun h ol the sufferings of the fishermen will disappear. 

Consider, Sir. that for the improxement of the eeonomn rondifions 
of the tillers of soil, xxe li •* x ** passed the ’Jeiiamx Aet, the Monel- 
lenders Alt, the Agrtiultural Debtors’ Aet, etc., but the Goxermnent 
haxe so far done nothing for the poor and helpless fishermen of Bengal 
who number more than 0 lakhs. Thex are like the agriculturists the 
tillers of water and fulfil an important role in the matter of supplying 
food articles to the people In the fitness of things it in, therefore, 
rtLtremely desirable that the Government should initiate a legislation ho 
that the malpractices and injustice under which the fishermen are 
suffering m^y be removed. Tl>* present Bill uitns at such an objective. 
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In two directions suitable measures are called for. In the first 
place Ihere should lie improvement in the economic position of the 
fishermen and in the second place fishermen should be so organised on 
oo-operutive principles that the middlemen may be eliminated and the 
bulk of the profits from fish trade may be obtained by them. There 
has been an accepted principle that the jalmahals of Government 
should not he leased to persons other than fishermen. Unfortunately, 
this principle is not at all followed in practice. Since non-fishermen 
mostly obtain leases of fisheries, actual fishenunen have to pay exorbi- 
tant rents and other various ( barges under one pretext or other. Such 
a practice must Ik* discontinued. Fishery can he a very productive 
industry of Bengal under suitable arrangements. At present fish 
catching is not done in a scientific manner with tin* result that much 
wastage of fish resources takes place. There should, therefore, he a 
full-fledged Fishery Department in order to advise people on these 
problems. Besides in order to develop subsidiary industries like the 
production of fish oil, utilization of fish gins and hones, such a depart- 
ment ma.v rendci valuable services. It is a matter of gratification that 
the Bengal Government are going to establish such a department very 
soon. Along with the functioning of this department, if the measures 
as recommended in the present Bill are tarried into effect. I am sure 
tlu* conditions of the fishermen may he materially improved With 
these remarks, Sir, I mo\e for the reference of the Bill to a Select 
Committee. 

The HorTble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Su. I hog to move by 
\\H\ of amendment that the Bengal Fisheries Bill. hr tiieulated 

for tlu* purpose ot eliciting opinion theieon )>\ the -'list December 

11141. 

Sir, 1 ha\o already made the intention ot Go\ eminent cleat in eon- 
noction with another motion of a similar nature Therefore. Su. I 
shall not make any lengthv speech on this occasion It will he seen. 
Sir, that the provisions ot this Bill aie somewhat different jrom the 
provisions of tin* oilier Bill that has been rejected hv flic House ami 
I think. Sit. that this Bill mav vorv well go into circulation so that 
public opinion may he elicited Bv the time public opinion is elicited 
Government will not onh get the benefit of that opinion hut also will 
have examined the report of the Special Officer and I think an appro- 
priate Bill will he brought bv Government in dm* course. 

A\ lth these few woids I tom mend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House 

The motion of the llon hh* Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal 
1* isheries Bill, 1!H0, he circulated for the pui^wKe of eliciting opinion 
thereon hv the ‘list December. 11141. was then put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 1940, 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 1940, be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the ‘10th June, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill 1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Si i , I beg to nu>\e that under 
the proviso to rule 19(2) ol the Bengal Legislatne Assembly Procedure 
Buies that the Bengal Local Self-Uo\ei nment (Amendment) Bill. 19-17, 
be continued. 

The motion ''as ihen put and agreed to 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 also beg t<> move that 
the Bengal Loe lt J Sell-t iovei nnient » Amendment i Bill, 19 17, he cireu- 
iated tor the purpose ol (dinting opinion thereon by the -10th June, 
1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sit. I beg to mmc that the Bengal Wakf 
(Amendment' Bill. 1949. be leieried to a Seleet Committee consisting 
of : - 

( 1 1 the Hon’hb' Mi A K 1‘a/lul llu.] Minister-in-, harge o( the 
Kducation Department , 

Mauiw Abdur Ba/./a.j. 

(•!' Maulana Sham-ul lluda. 

Khan Sahib Maulana Annnullah. 
i n Shah Syed (iolam Sai".»r Ifossainj, 

( b > Maulana Md. Manmiz/aman Jslamabadi, 

(7) Maulvi Muhammad Ibr.ilum, 

(Si Khan Bahadui Maulana Ahmad All Knayctpun, 

(9i Khan Bahadur M.diammed All. 

(10> Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

(11 » Sahihzada Kawap Jah Syed Kazam Ali Mirza, 

* (12) Mr. # Syed Xausher Ali. 
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(Id) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 

(14) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st October, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in commending my motion to the House I beg 
to refer to a few salient provisions made in the Bill. The first is thut 
under the Bengal WaJcf Act, 10-14 , irahf properties are taxed to the 
extent of 5 per cent, of their net income and 2^ per cent, of the net 
income of the \\’ahf-nl-ul-Au'l<u/> This has been held by competent 
u la max to be illegal according to the strict Shariat Law. Government 
are not to provide finance tor the supervision of these trusts and 
nab ft ( by taxing the irahf properties themselves which is against the 
intention and interests of tin* — founders of tnihfs. This being 

so provision has been made in my Bill, lor the elimination of the 
taxation clause and to tax the mat trail i’> income derived from the irnhf 
estate concerned. If there be any constitutional or legal difficulties 
the Provincial Government may approach the authorities concerned for 
the solution of this problem. 

Another salient point is that \\e want to reorganise the mosques, not 
onlv the mosques but also institutions like the library and the maktahs 
that are attaehed to the mosques It we want to really himg about a 
renaissance in Islam, there is no othei alternative but to reorganise 
these mosques when- Muslims meet together five tunes daily and once 
weekly and these meetings are held without notice. With this end m 
view I have suggested certain particulars to he kept on record ot ihe 
Mosque Begister to be eompiled under the pinvMoic ot my Bill 
Another point is smtoi/at-i-U itjif^ih or organised charity all ot which 
should he collected, disbursed and ndtninisteicd l « \ one department. 
For these reasons I have suggested amendments in this Bill. 

W 1 1 Ik these few words. Sir. I commend my motion to tin* acceptance 
of this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I beg to 
move by way of amendment that the Bengal Wald (Amendment) Bill. 
1940, la* circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the 
doth June, 1941. 

Sir, I ran assure my honourable friend, the mover of this Bill, that 
Government have got certain measures under contemplation. As a 
matter of fact . they are in communication with the statutory Board of 
H tikfs under the existing Art as to the measures whic h should T>e 
adopted for the purpose of doing the very ^things mentioned by the 
honourable member in this Bill. It is from that point of view that 
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Government want to have time to consider all these matters in detail. 
Sir, we now propose that this Bill he circulated for eliciting opinion 
by the dOth of June, 1941 , so that we might be ready to deal with the 
question in all its aspects. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir. I accept the amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behan* Mullick that the 
Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1940. be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the dOth June, 1941, was then put aud 
agreed to. 

< At thh .stage, the House was adjourned for In minutes.) 


i.l jUr ml fourn mnit .) 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MAQBUL H09AIN: Sir. I beg to liiiao that the Bengal 
Tenant \ ■ Amendment > Bill. 190b Im* referred to a Sclet t Committee 
i ohm- 0 i n tr ot - - 

1* the I!on*ble Sit I'inMid Singh lh>s . Ministei in charge 

ot tlie lte\ euuc Department, 

u'- M.tuhi Abu Ih^-ain Saikar. 

• Mauh i A-umnddm Ahmad . 

■ D Maulxi Bnjihuddin Tuiablar, 

•’>» Mauhi Muhammad Abul Fa/l. 

(m Mr Khagendia \atli Da- (iupta, 

■ T i Kl lilll Bahadur Ila-d iein Ah Kh an. 
iS* Mauh l Idiis Ahmad M la. 

(9) Mi. Tarak Nath Mukherjff, \i.iik, 

< hi i Mr ( i . Morgan, » . t.F. . 

' 1 1 < Mi. doge-di Chandra (iupta, 

(Ik* • Mr. S.iHjHik.i Sekhar Sanxal, 
t l ; o Mr. Satya Pnva Banerjee, 

14» Mr. Moumohan Das, 

<l’»t Maulvi Muhammad Kiail. 

( Hh Maulana Muhammad Maniru/zainan I-Jamahudi, and 
(IT) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the loth May, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being seven. 
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toiss, ft Ob', os? 4* f%s shr ^fhr ?prm Rifts 
fcs sts Telt<R sri sftitre i fri, ftrt? stsi w^tpn frols <hR S <p f^5 

$TT St? I StRT S*R RtftHS cS RRff STRltSS RR] 

sfasi 'ritPiorfi *tft 5 fi3R 3trfr3 hsr rsr, croft -srf^nr^ r^itos 
R frots sfrs w rftrtre i wf*pto *fRRi sr nfros w sroi sf% 
Rfro wfroess RfsTO sfrs srfssts hr ^ Srfrs r?j ^ i *tt^Ri 
hsr *f*t s^ros rRrz stsi rftrfe^ i §h tot ^rr? srri sf% 

HS1 Stfts I 

W!f^I TO^ft r S#S STH ft tot tf^tT? Rtft*rs h 

STltSR SR] rfttfn>; Ttrrri WF'cpH hF! Rn TORr ws ^<n Rto ^fiprtr^ 

SSI 3 rtftT3 *ftH I 4v ^Stfa rft? ip CS, SRT StOTtS ^rsls fofTH CS 
<rsTt^3 =TT <Hf3 SRfc SI TfSHS SfTOS SRl fe#T rftTO rrp HT3 5T! 

<f5?H SRfft si 3tss*i? firm ^ros Hfsrs rfts i wR i Ttss r^tss 

SHfs OtftH fTOS sfssi ROT SHI crfsrs H I St#t STOTS (71 fe#TS iW 
'TO W(pH TR? r<?TZ SHR rs HR S^pTS TOTS ttst fetftTO frSH 
OTH CS-f T I TORT RstS OTT ^PPFtpflH W HR Hfa OT SOT 
st^t cSftilftrs h i rss hr $fas OTRt R*f f*nR sfse=P fe#ts frtsn 
^tPrr-tt^ rftn RH I fs^, Rfts HR ofrs R-t fsiH TffsStS HR fssR 
Sft I 

^firfVl fOT SHCSflRStS ^R~m RftRS R n-r-ftif^ r?3Tt^ "5 f 7t T5 
^tpF^fvi Rnr ru Rf-HR ii^5t fror f%r - R3tH ?ht 

H, t^RTT? Rt^TH ^f*)H7T JQ 3 ^T OT tT^'^'5 Rt^CH V 

H -rf^ | Mrbft tr^R Vj-VR frfif^ ^1 OT | rfi frx 

uf^fW CM ; <\% ROT^T ^TifT rt fTHt^r ^IRI trtrt RR-R Tr e c*!t«R 

<^ f j, ^Ttrf^n vf^*5 hr ^tRt m srfr, ^w-^ih 

<*tTM w t »T*r»T '.TOT T^I rtrrl^ | ^ tot 'rfRT? Rt^OT 

Ol TTt^ ^.x-ft^T OT "*TrtTs jJR-f-T'JTTH rrr^Rl -fOT^l Rn 

rfH <f^T r ^w-tppR RtR^f zt % ry^i n m ij^ 

^fTRRH ^'ifJR ^ Pre-empt n»iii]3r rThH rcRR RTX rfes 

WHS Tmfaos RfssH W r*r I ^ :>^b TTtrrT tfS^m Rtt.T T^rttOT 

Hosts ^ts ifuzt wF-^f^i sfsrri mtts cs, s ^ts rthtot srlt3 

^T5tCTS TtTtST RlsHS ^TTc ^fssts RTS HR ^tYl I V^f St*?TR 
RtHRR 'tf^m i srR w-p Tyf^rfr ',ffiT5 r^si w 

rfsnfr'SfH Wff ifftm RfHR^H vfrv^ ^fsRf?T5 ^fST3 

sm TO I ft >^0*t TO *fjR3fr Rotes !JTO tn>T5ni Rt^R S-TStSS 
fss ®vifV^ Rfsstf^ess \ii ^ i hm -fftn ^vs-^f srs hr ?j hs ^ S^fHts stf^i'tt 
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•ny<sr (TRitfhr stfan *rf^T5 ^•ot*rr 

faf f^TTt S $t$tfatC4 $fvz ^5 I ^F-^l *ttff tfi- 

JJotCT *PT<? ^ftTJ ^ I -3^7tir wuw faRtfasi ^ 5ft *1* 

tfarfr? fafa tpft^ ^n $?4rtts> i 

?FW-?pn *tfff #■ faitffan ^ ?F%1 7RV|> irfw&l, ^1 

nftKr ^ttrvT ^ i ^faroi vfa 

iftft^R^Itft tfWt^ witw ^KFtRCTf S^TT <RRT WW-?P?1 

<ttf faF£ <3tri *R*0 <Ffaro I 


4t*«rfa fr *tf? Tfri j]3^t ^fan ■srr^rtTFn ^?n f^r)nrt^*7 i 

7 T* 7 7 3 K*t ^tfr 3t7i ^farrfo — (>) *fan 

t cfa 7 T5 ^w- r ^t?7r tpt! #rm tti, ( %) 

^fan ^prt^ ?ri ^rtff* i farrrft 4r*m =Tfr$ ?n 

<t7TT r f TtTl 4t^; vrfa|-v ^ 7Tt ^71 ; T1 I fa^ *[5R flft^TI SR 4'4I . 

^fn sri, fan:?] 17*1 fa ?m< vft^iii q~zfz fr^w-r 41 ^ h 

fa#R '^SRH Tflt'.l SR T*} nrZVZ *ttR I ^ $TOff Ttfft 

'Avt i^rz *r> 1 7 *j r t< ut^«T 3rr«ti<r»7 far $ v fYtf v T5 

i 

*rrrni 7[f^ <j^ f.rf*$ rtR <y vn nt^r rn* 

< 3 ^ r^r- sffc?^ "*f^nn r sTri »'?r^ 4’5V 

MfartR t?v| fav* Trf^^n =n~£ v rf*T 7 rr MtR i ^faR^i ^ farP z$rs 

<Sfl v | 7 f] s*«f -v^R • T7 T -7*4 *4'£'* t ' 7 ^ w P 7 r i T' ”4 v[s^.t «j<* q«ff - |i? 

Vf-i z\r'.ft $'<T 5 f, 4 7 .tt *Ttr^^-T, f-l'ft 1 :* 7 fb*TTf#t 

^1^7 vpp TfTJTi r^mfl-4 ! M"M 7-f-^rv^ ryr, vj-^ 

*ftT'-.7| '7T^- err*' ^ 4 «H ! tI r ‘’H ^t w *T} -jftf 

3ff^7T 7fv^ .;> Wlitbnn. /J t fcwm *V*\A*i ^tz *T-f«rm 

srr^fa 7-i> T? :4 vn? 7 - 1 ' >rr f-*-;7 r?rt^ m W'V f^ 5 n * 47 -r *7 1 

fini, vrsFfa f* 7 ^^ ^"f-rn v 7^»7 >1*7^4! f;JTM ^Ci v Jf4 ‘i-T*! C4 ; tfl 

i tfr^Ti iKV^'f'T Tf^vHT" '^414 s--’f^ ^ r -M 

vft^n fw TTPrt? 4T44 I 4^74-w‘^H Tftf44 ^'-t'f i4 

opTpl TM 4 *’ 1 ^TR ^'*R 4T4 T afT^-TR W C£1 ! ^f 3 ?- 

afrfr? tT^ts^ rf^-TRf vrT^r TiYfcw CrM Tf-rrs r -7 1 -srfV**, fRR 
fl(95t f j T? 7H 7T]; ttRT^ 4t#T aft^R WJ ST? 35TRT.T r?t£ T'TT^ft 

r^m W i vrn r?r pi^R -vyy zfrKZ tpt? ^7? 

fan* 4T! TTRT 7RTJ> sjrf^T rhn f 7FR 4T4-n^l 

r^?n nfarTO; to Trrf^^ *r Tfat? <r tjvtrf 
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SS 

frr <47: XFlTTCX W*T7 C7 777T] 

¥51 &VFV, W*f tt^h wn^rr 6 !^ 7r7'5ff37 ***T7 '•Ik^iIbHl 

tf*i tram i 

tptr? vfcuw S.7, \\f, r.S), 60, 6^, O^TF, 0^3, 0%, 00, 06, 06 
47 * on <mmr **f^farefrf-t£ trm *mi 7ft mttpm ftm i 

wfwfa'ty tpm 7trfc3 7ft m mm w tpstfts tp^tn 

7;c*ft<R fm 7#m tptn r^cx; 5 Tfat'sft <m37t7 trm 

m 5^rct> i 3 ^ftrf ■if^r ^5t^n fm cm ^T ’gt rsfc 

fVft^ Tftrrar mm 7ft #fc* ^rifm ?n i *j-m Tmi c^m 77m 
7ft v rt^rfr^ itTtc3 sftsmr *ffeN m3 m r 7 ^r rsTi tram i ij£ ^7 
trmr* ■qt^r 7*c*rm fm? ■*‘?T 7 r TtTtx tfm m r^itcx ctt. ^00 m7 
0>c - f feTO "xtlm tp>T7 Tmi Tim %7 3 tri rtrx - 137:71 ot0\ frTn 7TC7 

mn r^rx 31 m trm *rmi Tftpn ' 4 tt rtc 7 I "sftm 

mm tRt 3 ^flfTm *n 1 tpsrfax tpmrs 7rc - tt*R -sm tt 7< r-sm 
TTfm or «fmi Wtfm 3Trt3 SW?- rtm mm ffc r^or 1 

^?pk r^ufa utfm ftrn 3trf7 *fC73 01 W7 Tftt ’IW mwi 

mtm *TC 77 v|tf?R?? 3 tvtri 3 v\rsj[ r& rtc 7 Tmi fe#t r£x 7 1 -q- 

mnr c7 777 ttti 7tsm feirtmt mm Ttfta xTrrrxb *^-577 
'^•Ti m/ n? rtc7 ttci^n fxu-'tm; mox 1 

t; >&oo o^ci fewm m m cm tti r^itcs 31 m 

«ft^n Vfrf^n cm 7F77] 01 3tTl Ttpl •tT^XI 66\ 1^1 

m ^itn 5t??r trm *mn rtx^ i 

tpm morn ±<\ iftm ftm m ?rcm ^r^mr ^fmr 

fx^i sftfif*- 6io Ptn m rtm y i trrtf%T Rmn nvf 'ftm 

6 ^ *r?fm ^rnun rm XvO tp?H r^mrc 3 i 

tfmi 6b (>) S^^nxt 3 ! mmrxc^ c=nmm 

trm f^ri fe#t c^bm ^rRm xs^i rfm; i tpjtfrx 

1m Sx 5 6b ^ ^^) c^bm tf T im Sm Stxxi 

c r 4c^ 7m cm fefr m i 

tpm bb <rmm 3 w\ Ttfmm cn f7«rm xtri w&rs 

m^r 5 *rnr 1 trstftT fmx 6t Ttm m 3 7tfm7 f%m nsrw ^§n 
47 : m '<s ^n TtfarsR ft: m > N m ^ ^ rqg 1 ^ 

ft* mim «fft73 snn Ttfm^ cmfM ^ S P?w cTtt ti 

cmrm ^ftm 41 : fftr wtfr rtufr m 3 «nn ^tfw 

V^TBtn? TfiRI ^T^TT 7^T7 I 
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fry? ?i Tim ^ft *f%r csftritft *t?$ 

??E?fr$t? c?tc^t ®ftvm 'Q *tfrr c^ilFi frus ?^t? i 4?: 4 c*rfffi 

srfft ®fr s ?tfw rirrfr$ ?fr?i nnr rit? i fr#t ?fa? fan 
artffr^ ?J5T ^ft frm? rtt^r. frtf? ?Tt«T r$?t? n?^ ?1 

^rfrrft c?K*t <5«*r c^lffn fro r^t? 4?; <^#f iftufc *ft s wn 
5$?tc$ ?f%?i ^tt sft? i ^frn? 4?- “ffrr tpi c=#r ®frt? $tfr:*f? 
oo ftr?? ?c?r c^tfPcf s^ft ?i ' p tfrrrT‘-T ^ frn 5t?ire yt«M ^'t^m 
<tMto ^t*lf% *tfr?r yftcs mfrro i ?ft sift? oo fr^y ?w cro 
*Jtnfr -s^TTO *tfacT *pn ^ ft Tin ^ft b s^n «ftfrsr r^rtre 
^‘tr r^r <\v, $ri srftvt? & *tfry tpl'KM? $n? ?t?m r*c? i 

■ffrr ?Tfaro ?:*m orft r^tn r^tfi^t ®i#y *i?b ct-Tt no$ i fro 
tpst? ^ c? “ifry yft*Mw T-<m bo frn >o s'FT? <rrft 

<£& TT^T TO< T$m 5? TOR 3W itTR] flTS 5 ^ T*r»’ i}R^ f.rr>;t'-t 4frC3 
TO Wlfrrmr i *)?• S’? ^rrofa Sn? ^tPW ^fr *pr •tfry 

^tfrro Sn? o&lPW TO1 r^TO ^f=T7n '4-n rtr^ i tfrr ?tfa?TOR >r*tn ijfr 
^0 frn otrR (R*ft FT Wfc Ttrf'Tl nft TO» ijr^^ facfllM ^ 'TO? '£fF 
r^=r or ?^ r ?T TOTO 4 ?* ^orfs^rtt *rfro? Sv* cTO vfr 

mrfrs c 7 !^ 5*TTWt ?M?ra c=^Pt*t c?! 7 :^ '^‘i c*TtPt*t w 

C^tfm 0TT7S «f*i O-Tfpt-f i]^* n\ * ^f.nj.T c*Tt3 ?1 ^falR 

oQ^tTt^ C^ti ^tT?T r 5trf^ Tfri r.Tt1?rt C7^b il?^ 0^1*1 4-Tt^l 
ffrv f/^PH ^1 <f^?n 'Kt i 

tpl? C^t* Tl it^OT 5pTT ?t#I fsrftfl PtTl Trvfif.1 jji r^-]tt 

?1 (TFT srt^TFT fe#t? PW? W C^’lt ®fr, «TT^ 1 ? 

IT^TTl Tit? I ijTJT fs? r vpro 5PTT ?T^T '•'ftll ^ TTtTJ ^ I & U.TT 4 $ 

<fpmi tp^ ^ or tpr? c^tj m <? ^••f f<yii fe#t- 

ms to Pr?n ?r? tt? ^rfr w »nr ?m 55 rrfc w*\ 

frsrr? fry? *frn frr?. 3m? ^rfrfr 7 / fry? vd ^ 1 frirtr 
^rm? ^t?i fe#t? frF twot ft ’fs't? ?n ?t£t f-Fn 

oft fr^rt? mn ?i, fr?i fftrop frfs^ c^ c^s?i vn 1 
^5C? C? 5ftr? $*T5 tpt? TO ?t#t TfF? 3ifrt TT^ ft T ? ^ry I? ^ft frrtF 
ftinr mn 5 -^c^ 1 

tf^tfr® tpytTT Tt^r ’TC’ltFT ^rt^T !T3TO '40^ 4]?’ 

3tft? o^n ftrorr? nr? c? tot TPjy =n cro ftnr^ frvi frnr? 

yfr?i fr=rn friTtfr toPto ^ fttos 

y<a?t? TTin $& frm? ^ ^ ?frs yfrn? 3 ^ »tftr 

twtt yfro ntfrn i ?ft fr^rftt TOfrrr ?fro? ^ n^?i *fTrr 3r? 
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WtfiPF &FF1 VMtWS TW wtft &T5 fipfycz 

«r rr Rfro ftro w s i f^rtft 7 r*ffeu$ tffawtz w*fa *r$Ri 

*trftnyi rRTto to 5 RT#T nr fe#t? *pt$ iTOi rfc$ 

fctRi *rtfVc?Rr ufan *!3TO <jT1rr ovo ,? TO ?ro ^ TOMcvs) Rf*Rr 

rCto, froR w r$rn Rfw fVfro *tttR i 

frro rto faTO faro > oj ^ to =n#r TOTO TO 7 fefR to 
fTOl -Tfft ^ff^RR # »0 i 1lfPlV*?’.4^ "iRfR R C^t\S fTOR 7T?TR ^Tfw 

fTO ^ faTOR TOT TOR ’SH'sTfa s^RTS 4TO RTfe IVcTfr-H 7^5 

4R =rtor 'xim f^TO tot tortir to ^tfr RR5 to feifR n?y 
iTOi TOft tor RfTO W%T3 TOR Rftn; RTfro i Rfa rtrrt 

frRn wtfR?r Rfro *n TO 5 * im r *tfro 6 t I TOi Rfro Rfro r^ *tfTO c t 
*rfjpr frRR W 5^7R | fTO, VRTORtfT Tfa i)R 1FR M fVf% CTOH TOT 

r £if5'1 t^TTR , RR CRH S frfR 1 R tfTO f%77^5 *itfjR R I 3R f%f^5 

toto to torr Rri rRrr fro ^rtfror i fTO, crr tpR 
fRfer rstfR r^T3 TO rto "TO cro fRfro 3tf?^ TO r^r*; ^ftfTO *n i 
<3?r fsrfs torto *p; fro to srtorri r Rfaro Rri rRr rTrr 
<r£ -&tf^TTt c t TORtfT 'sTO faTO R* 3 ^rfr5 TOr I 

vpgtfe TO^ 35 ’TRTO fTO TO^ -5 ^t^r-R R ^TTO TO] ^Rft^R 
^fRR ^J2R TOl ^T‘RI'4 ^fRR tfTO TO rblTO 3RR fTOH 

vpns r^5T I 5TtTO <?tvr:-v|TO *JtTl Rtr i)^' ■T^R >rW3? TO 

rRto f^/rfas totm-i r *nfr fe* ; t< 7 r #ri TOm riTtorr 

’SRR TOR i]- t[Ttf^3 fTO tfTO TO I -3^ cTR arf^ ^fR tpR?R 

' ^TO ?T 3R1 JT^CR RW-TO 1 TOR RfRTO ^RRRR RfR^f r%TZ 

RR1 Rt^TR I 


Th# Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the Bengal Tenancy ^Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be circulated lor the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the list 
December, 1941. 

This Bill is too ambitious aud some of its provisions are of & 
revolutionary character. For example, it seeh.^ to provide inter oha 
that the rent of occupancy raiyats should be reduced by oO per cent. 
There are several other provisions of a similar character and I submit 
that Government cannot agree to support a measure like this before it 
examines the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission and 
comes to a decision on those recommendations. I therefore propose 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the .‘list December, 1941. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamixuddin Khan was then put and 

agreed to. 

The Bengal Restoration of Landlords Auction Purchased Lands Bill, 

1940. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Restoration of Landlords Auction Pun based Lands Bill, 19-10, he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) the Ilon’ble Sir Bijo\ Pi avid Singh Roy. Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department, 

0D Mr. O. Morgan, r i.k, 

(‘{> Mr. rpendra Nath Ldbar, 

(4) Bahu Kshctra Nath Singha. 

(n) Mr. M. Shanisuddm Ahmed, 

((>) Kh an Bahadur H a'diem All Khan, 
f 7 ) Maulvi Shah Abdul Hamid, 

(Si Maulvi Rajibuddin Taiaidar, 

(it) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(10» Maulvi Muhammad Isiail, 

(11) Maulvi Ahmed Hossain, 

(ILL Maulvi Ahdur Raz/.ak, and 
(Kl) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report b\ the -ilst May, PHI, the- 
number of members forming the quorum being five 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I beg to move by 

way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1941. 

Sir, I do not like to adduce any reasons in support of the motion 
that I have moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Are you I'oinp to m o.'jil tlo» uhirttdtm.ftt *1 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM : Yes, Sir. I accept the amendment 

The motion of the Hon 'Me Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bill btr 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
June, 1941, was then put and agreed to. 
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Tlw B«ngal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I hep to move that the Bengal 
Village Sell -Government (Amendment) Bill, 1940, he taken into con- 
sideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
•wav of amendment, that the Bengal Village Self-(io\ eminent (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 19*10, he circulated lor the purpose o f eliciting opinion 
thereon by the JOth June, 1941. 

The motion of the Hon hie Mr T amizuddin Khan was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Medical 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941), he refer red to a Scle< t (’omnuttee consisting 
of- - 

(li the Hon’hle Nuuuh Khwaja Ilabibullah Bahadur, ot Daeia, 

<‘J) Dr. Mali/.uddin Ahmed. 

<d) Mr. Sved Abdul Mujid, 

(4) Khan Buhadur Dr Syed Muliammad Siddique, 

(o) Khan Bahadur Maulvi l'azlul Qadir. 

<b) Mrs Nellie Sen (iiiptu, 

< 7 > Mr Anukul Thandra Das, 

(5) Mr Jatindra Nath Basil , 

(!h Mi. Pulin Behan Mulliek, 

(1th Dr Nalinuksha Snn\al. 

(11) Maulvi A1 >u Hossain Sarker. 

(Uh Mr. (i. Morgan, i.i.k . and 
(1»D the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st Jul\. 1941. the 
number ol members torming the quorum Wing five. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill. 1940, 
he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon hv the dlst 
July, 1941. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan was then put and 
agreed to. 
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The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 1940, he referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of: — 

(1) the Hon'hle Sir Bijo\ Prasad Singh Ko\ , Minister in charge 

ot the Kevenue Depaitinent, 

(2) Rai dogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, 

(3) Maharaja Satdnkanta Achana Chaudhuri oi Muktagacha, 

M\ meiiMiigh. 

(4 1 Rai Hareudra Nath Chaudhuri, 

(•>) Mr. Sureudranath Biswas, 

(G) Mr. Satvupriya Banerjee, 

(7) Mr. Niahitha Nath Kundu, 

(<S) Mr. I.^warchundra Mai, 

(9) Mr. Freni Hari Burma. 

(10) Mi Abdul Hakeem (Khulna). 

(11) Maul vi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(12) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, 

(l-{) Mi Sved HaMiun All Clmudhun, 

(14' Mi Mimmohan Dan. 

( r»i Mi Abdul Ham id Shah. 

• Hi > Mi Ua*>ik Lai Bi"ua>, and 
( 1 7 i t he mm ei . 

vutli iiHim lime to Milmul liieir lepmt h\ the dNt ,Jul\, 1941, tlie 
numhei ot momhei* iormmg the ijuoiiim being live 

Motion Bengal Tenam y Act 43 rbO 41414 Amendment. 

'>ti ST4 4<44 4t4< 44 W* 4*# 

49 4^41 fxtvm. frv, t fTOi ivs\ $ to * foj toft j tot* 

3T41 Transfer of ProjHrtv Act 44 <yVZ\$ ftn^jrr^ | 

C4 ofr4 Amendment -jtrr vparpni "*$7*4 C5T4 14 vp^ jjpj I 

Bill circulate order of the day C5174 I *451^7*^4 

SfF5 -D"5 fTO*4 4r*n non-agrieultural tenants^ 44 *jf ZfirZ T 4 4 | 4 
OTt Bill T *tH 1 <*417 'Xz^'w $ rtfipr TOTO? amu ranee 

fTOT^ nj itll 4 TOi liill Session $ KTTOT4 I far* 

IV 1^74 ^ el»C4 31 i *Tf4 WWflC* *]ps*\ *1471 f*fC3 

4TF1T4 Bill circulation 44 4^1 <7^ TOT 
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r flw i wxf q w*<t % ejpw ' s &m i ^rift ^<aM ^rfe 

Co^r tj &\W4 ®ft^i Sft\5 Rri -w 

4 % Bill 'jfrz ctt\ srs^rfaBK ^ ^ fv^n i 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1040, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the -list 
December, 1941. 

My friend has, after all, suggested a short cut to attain the object 
of giving tenancy rights to Chandina tenants; and be wants to attain 
that object by simply amending the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I find, Mr. Khan, that in connection with 
Mr. Abdul Hakim's Bill the date you have suggested is dUth June. 
I think it would l>e letter to put in t lie same date here also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I ha\e no objection. Sir. 
and I propose dOth June, 1941, instead of list Decembei. 1911. as 
originally proposed. 

Sir. I was going to suggest that no Mich short cut i> possible. 
The Chandina rommittee has alread\ submitted its report and <>n the 
basis of that report Government propose to bring forward a Bill in 
tile next session Therefore, there is no othei course open to Govern* 
merit but to send this Bill out to emulation 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May I take it. Sir. that Govern- 
nient is giving u definite assurance that it will bring in a Bill in the 
July session Y 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I have never heard of Government giving a 
definite assurance in any matter. 

The motion of the 11 on' hie Mr. Tannzuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1941), be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the doth June. 1941, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Bengal Village Belf-Covemment (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move foi leave to 
introduce the Bengal Tillage Self-Government { Amendment) Bill, 
1940. 

(The First Assistant Secretary to the Assembly read the short title 
of the Bill.) 
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Tho Bengal 8hops and Establishments (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I bog leave to 
introduce the Bengal Shops and Establishments (Amendment* Bill, 
1941. 

i The First Assistant Seiietarv to the Assemhh read the short title 
of the Bill A 

Sir, the Bengal Shops and Establishments Act which ha* recently 
heen passed has driven some benefits to the shop assistants and the 
enactment has therefore heen veil recei\ed all over the province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think. Mr. Duttu Ma/umdar. \ou are not 
moving motion No TV 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No, Sit 

Bur. was already pointed out. numerous exceptions were provided 
m the Bill b\ whnh shop assistants emploved in \unous concerns 
were excluded from the list of those who were to get the benefits of 
tliis Bill My amending Bill is intended to ietuo\e some <*t these 
exceptions made m tespeet of such employees who can \ei> well he 
K’i x «*n the benefits ot the Act without an\ incon\ euiem e to the public 
utility sen nos oi aii \ othoi senice whnh might justify temporality 
these exceptions and exclusions. In partieulai. my amending Bill has 
been prompted b\ tin* giicvuiiccs ot the employees engaged in shops 
dealing with spare parts of motor vehicles and in their ease no irasou 
whatsoe\<*r has heen fouml for denying them those benefits W hile 
giving notice ot this Bill 1 have stihtlv confined mvself to living to 
remove some of these exceptions, hut 1 do hope that in the < innse ot 
dis< u.ssion on the Bill it might lie turthei improved upon, and an 
opportnuitx might la* taken for making the Shops and F*tu hi ish incuts 
Bill ot real benefit to shop assistants ot Bengal in everv sense With 
that object in view I have given notice of this Bill whnh, 1 beg your 
leave to introduce l nfoi tunatelv , 1 was not aide to em ulate copies 
of the Bill earlier, and thereioie I cannot move to-duy that the Bill 
be taken into < ohsideiatinn 

The Tarakeswar Temple Bill, 1940. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA : Sit, 1 beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Tarakeswar Temple Bill, 1940. 

(The First Assistant Secretary to the Assembly read the short title 
of the Bill.) 

• Sir. I beg further to move, instead ot referring the Bill to a Select 
Committee, that the Biy be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the ‘fist of August, 1941. 
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Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir , I staud to oppose the Bill 
oil principle, because I do not want the management of a temple to 
be controlled by the Government. I have got three other ground* 

also. Firstly, it is a defective Bill. It you refer to clause you 

will find that it provides that the Government ma\ make rules 
to altei, add to 01 cancel any of the schedules to this Act, but nowhere 
in the Bill do we find the schedules. So, the Bill is in itself a defective 
one. Secondly, Sir, I wish to draw the attention of t lie members of 
this House to the fact that this Tarakeswar temple is being managed 
by a Committee, which, according to the authoi of the Bill, was 

constituted undei a scheme flamed by the District Judge of llooghh 

in conner turn with suit No. of 192l£, and subsequently mollified and 
approved hv tin* High Cmut of Calcutta and b\ the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council of His Majestv the King-Finpctor When that 
Committee is functioning with regard to the entile management of 
the temple, 1 do not find an\ reason why a Bill of t h i ^ uatuie -Jiouhl 
be proposed to be passed into law to enable the Government to interfere 
with the administration of that temple. 

Thiidh, Sir, l find from the Bill that t lie Government is 
being empowered “to make inles to cany out all oi an\ of the purposes 
of this Act and m particular, and without prejudice to the generulitv 
of the foregoing piovisions Government is bemu i»i\en power to make 
rules with reference to ! In* following matters, nanieiv 

All matters expressly required or allowed by this A< t to be 
prescribed 

The qualifications and registration ot electors. 

I lie nominations ot candidates, the times ot election, tin* mode of 
recording ami counting votes and the declaration and publication ot 
the Jesuits ot elect ions 

1 he i onduct ot inquiries and the decision of disputes relating to 

elections 

I he budgets, reports, accounts, returns or other information t«i be 
submitted h\ the Mohuut. 

1 submit. Sir, that this religious institution i" being managed b\ 
a dul\ constituted committee and that committee is functioning to 
the satisfaction of all persons interested in the temple That being 
so, l do not find any reason wh\ Government should be invited to 
make rules to interfere in the management ot this religious institution. 
Up to this time. Sir, in the course of these four \ears. no other member 
belonging to any group has introduced any Bill asking the Government 
to interfere in the administration of any religious institution I hope 
that having regard to this fact and having regard to the feelings of 
ii.... i..., ♦!...* i i.i «.,* m. ~n 
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be interfered with by the Government, the mover oi this motion tor 
circulating the Bill to elicit public opinion should withdraw Ins motion 
and should allow this* Bill to he dropped. 


Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. without entering into 
minute details regarding the provisions of the Bill and the observations 
made by my esteemed triend Mr. Biswas, at this stage I would only 
like to state that it there are defects in the Bill they can he rectified 
and modified 


Mr. SPEAKER : Mi. Mulct jea, do you want to witloliuw your 
motion !" 


Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. Sir. I do not want to 
w 1 1 1 1 d i a w 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then oiii need not speak Then* are other 

speakers who Would like to speak 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir 1 oppose this Bill on 

pTilniple and siippoit what ha* been said by my esteemed and learned 
friend Mi Suiendia Nath Biswas 

sit ibis Bill should hi opposed on principle b\ all Hindus (Maulvi 
Aim H.issm Svkkui: Wliy Hindus ahmeri and also 1 think by 
Muhanim olaus. he« ause it this Bill he passed into law, I am sure 
t hoi e will he another Bill b'lMiioimng h»i the (ontnd ot wokf estates 
by tioM'inmcni 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is oni\ loi < initiation . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: If we in this House of hr^islm 
tun allow this Bill to h* i iii ulated without opposing llo* Bill on 
pi i in i pie, ! he people at !aig« and the puldu outside may misunder- 
stand 1 hey may not he in the know of the whole Bill as it is, The 

Bill is ai>o. I submit, Sn. defertne. I want to s;,\ one thing. namely, 

that when Heshhandhu Has opposed the mismanagement in Taiakeswar 
then* was a strong opposition from the Biahnmi Sabha and otlicrs and 
after t It at the oi\il court has framed a scheme and the scheme is the 
formation of u committee *,? whnh Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhcrjea is a 
member and Mr Uumuprusid Monkerjee is uNo a incmhci Thin 
committee frame the annual budget The Mnhmtlo gets only IN & r >0 
j>er month for his personal expenses, out of which he has to pay IN. (K) 
to his Private Secretary Besides he has to pa v for liis cooking 
arrangement and every filing eKe from out of his own pocket. 
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Now, Sir, as I have said there is a committee and this committee 
of management frame the budget. Still my honourable friend 
Mr Mukherjea has thought fit to bring this Bill and has been favoured 
by the Ministerial part) with their support for the Bill. I think that 
the Ministry aie very keen to have this Bill circulated. I know that 
many important Bills relating to tenancy question and reduction of 
rent have been opposed b\ this Government, but this Government 
want to have control of the estate of Tarkeswar, whose annual income 
is Its. dA lakhs. There are man) rfrbuttar properties throughout 
Bengal and if once we allow this Bill to be passed bv t li i>. House there 
will be many dehuttm properties in Bengal which will come within 
the purview of such Bills. The result will be that Government may 
come with a Bill like this and want to have control of these estates in 
Bengal. But, Sir, we do not want to give an) power to the Ministry 
in this respect. We do not like that Government should interfere in 
religious institutions, At the same time, I want to make it clear to 
in) Ir lends that it this Mnlnmto is proved to la* a bad man oi not to 
he a jjood and suitable man. he ma\ lie iemo\ed An attempt mav be 
mude to teniove him and «e will be the first pel sons to offer stit titty raha 
if necess.i r \ lor- that purpose He max be removed bv tin* eoinmittee, 
and tlie District .fudge ma\ be moved tor this purpose There is pro- 
vision tor that in the scheme 1 mav read out tin* scheme it vou 
like. Still. Sit, a Bill like thi" has been brought beloie ii" in this 
1 1 oils*- and i he interference of Government l»a> been sought in this 
wav. As lias been pointed out by mv triend Mr Biswas, 1 would 
describe the Bill as a mischievous one, and I did not e\peei that micii 
a Bill would la* forthcoming from a responsible Brahmin member like 
mv esteemed triend Mr. Mukherjea who i< a member oi the committee 
It is a pit). Sir, that he being a member of that eomiuittec ha" thought 
fit to bring a Bill like this 

\\ •* know, Sir, that the present Mohnnto i> a veiv learned gentle- 
man and he did not seek tor tin* post. Advertisement was made 
throughout India and there were several petitions for the post, but 
this gentlemun was not an applieant The Distrut Judge along with 
the late Bandit Mohainohopudha) Hanchanan Tarkaratna selected th’s 
gentleman 

Sir. 1 had been to the plate on the on asiou oi the last >inrriitri 
festival and l enquired ut the people and 1 was a little surprised to 
find that this Tnrakeswut was not the Tarukeswar of the davs of 
Deshbandhu Das. I think there has been a great change in Tarakes- 
wur. Everything is running very satisfactorily there. I know many 
details. Yet, Sir, my friend has thought fit to bring this Bill. One 
medical officer who is new in the emplov of the Tarkeswar estate was 
going to be removed by the committee. But I need not go into these 



1941 .] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


99 


matters; things will come out at the subsequent stages. There are 
several letters of which 1 would like to read one or two in which there 
was encouragement foi non-payment of rent, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. You need not read the letters. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: All right, Sir. I will only 
give the substance ot those letters. Tenants are not paying rent as 
they have been given to understand that a Bill has been brought by 
Tarak Babu of Ctturpura and much relief will be given to them and 
therefore they need not pay any rent. That is the purport of those 

letters. Now, Sir, as 1 have already said there is a committee of 

management and e\ cry thing is going on smoothly and satisfactorily 
at Tarkeswar. I do not think that (iovernment should interfere in 
the religious affairs ot the Hindus li this Bill is passed, 1 am sure 
other Bills will be forthcoming. We oppose this Bill on principle 
and we warn our Muhammadan trieml* also win* muv he misguided 
to-dav that if thev allowed Government to interfere in the manage- 
ment ot religious institutions ot the Hindus, u dn> w-jll come when 
their religion* institution* will al*o be *imilurlv interfeied with. 

Khan Bahacfur MOHAMMED ALI : We won't lie misguided. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: All right, then 1 havs got 

nothing tuithei to *a\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We 

thought that the Bill should be < irculated for eliciting opinion 

thei **on , but we find that \er\ *enoiis object ion ha* been raised from 
a sei turn ot the House representing a eonsiderable opinion of the 
people in tin* House In that v lew ot the muttet , the Government's 
intention is not to take pan at tins stage in the decision of this matter. 
Thev are piepared to leave the ismic to the decision ot the House. 

The motion of Mr Tarak Nath Mukherjea that the Taiakeswur 
Temple Bill 194<). be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon bv the -list August. HM1. was tiien put and lost. 

The State Provision Bill for Maternity and Child Welfare Clinioe, 1941. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the State Provision Bill for Materniu and Child Welfare 
Clinics. 2 !#4 1 . 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill ) 

Sir, I also beg to move that the State Provision Bill for Maternity 
and Child Welfare Clinics, 1941. be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon In the With June 1941. 

. The motion was then put and agreed to. 



100 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. [4th Apeil, 

The Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill , 1941. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce 
the Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Employment of Bengalees Bill, 1941. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Employment of Bengalees Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that the Employment of Bengalees Bill, 
1941, be circulated foi the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 'list July, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Landholders Employees Bill, 1941. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 beg to move foi leave to 
introduce the Bengal Landholders Employees Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then lead the short title of the Bill ) 

Sir. I also beg to move that the Bengal Landholders Lmplovees 
Bill be eireulated tor the pin pose <d eliciting opinion thereon by the 
31st July, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed t<» 

The Bengal Rent Reduction Bill, 1941. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir. I beg to move tor leave to 
introduce the Bengal Bent Reduction Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read t In* short title of the Bill ) 

The Calcutta Tenancy Bill, 1941. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Calcutta Tenancy Bill. 1941. 

(Sertetarv then read the short title ot the Bill ) 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that the Calcutta Tenauev Bill. 1941, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon hv the 
30t h June, 1941. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That finishes the agenda. 

Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 7-40 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, 
the 7th April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 

The Asskmiiiy met in the Asseinld\ 1 1 oust*. Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 7th April. 1941. at 4«4o p.m. 


Present: 

Mi Speaker « t he Hon hie Sir Mi ihmmad Azizn H\qvk, c.i.k., 
Khan Hahadui i in llie ( hull. 7 Hon hie Mmtstei- ;Aid 19) members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Issue of transfer certificate* of some students of the Presidency College, 

Calcutta. 

*214. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Mmi-lci ill ihaige '»} 1 lie Kd ik at kiii Department la* pleaded to state 
w lift 1 1 < * t the i’nni ip.il <*t tlo- Picsidcncx College lias requested sonic ol 
the gmitdiuiis ot some «d tin* student- to take tian-ter reft ificutes of 
tlicir ho\ s !" 

iln It the answei to (n) in in the affirmative, will the Hon'lde 
M in i-tei he pleased to -t.ite thr reasons thereof" 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tht 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): tut Yen. 

( /m The students in question created trouble in conneetion with the 
election ot uthee-beurers oi the ( ollege l tuon. I he practice in the 
college l*- tor the Principal to nominate office-bearers on the recom- 
nien<lation of the member- of the staff 1 hose students wanted free 
election The Principal apprehended indiscipline and advised the 
guardians of the student- to remove them to Nome oilier college where 
they would get a hotter opportunity for self-expression 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Munster he pleased to state whether the persons to he ele< ted to the 
College Union were to he from amongst the students or not? 


. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTtA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the students were voters for the 
purpose of ’this election or not:' 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no mention of “election” anywhere in 
the question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is the election of 
ofiice-beaiers of the College Union that is mentioned here. I asked 
whether students were to be elected as office-bearers. Now I am asking 
whether students are voters. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Please see the next sentence 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the College Union has got an\ constitution 
of it* own ? 

The Hoti’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 suppose so. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the constitution there is a provision for 
the election ot otiiee-beuiers b\ the Students’ Union? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe* not arise. It is no use ask- 
ing whether the constitution allows an election to he held. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, with reieienee to his answer that the 
practice in the college is toj the Principal to nominate office-bearers 
on the recommendation ot the members of the staff, whether the 
students wanted an alteration ot this prut Wee and the adoption of a 
new practice tor the purpose of election ot office-bearers !" 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of that, 
will the llon’hlc Minister be pleased to *tate why were the students 
shut out from expressing flee opinion in the matter and penalised for 
that ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That has also been answered. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the practice as referred to in answer is 

■nntutrloil Kv niitiuOtiitliifi nf ♦!»*» T"* ninn C 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am sorry I cannot 
answer that question because I have not got the papers with me. 

Attached hostels for Government-aided girls' high English sohools. 

•215. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Education Department be pleased It) state — 

(i* whether Government ordered all the Government -aided girls’ 
high English schools at Calcutta to open attached hostels; 
(//< whether girl students of Government-aided schools have been 
forbidden to live in an\ other recognised hostel or in any 
unauthorised hostel; 

<//») whether all the Government-aided girls’ high English schools 
have got attached hostels; and 

< tr * the steps taken b\ Government so long tor compelling the aided 
schools tor opening attached hostels Y 

\ h It the answer to (o> (iin is in t lie* negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister la* pleased to state the names of ( io\ernment-uided schools that 
June no attached hostels > 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <<n <n No 

(// The Inspectress of Sehocds, Presidents and Buidwan Divisions, 
issued a ( in itial directing girl students reading in aided school* to 
reside eitliei with then parents arid Inma fair guardians or in attached 
hosteU 

nn No 

t/< Hostels are being stalled attached to gills s< lends where found 
lieeesHju \ 

t h A list of aided higdi English schools for guU wlii<h ha\e tio 
hostels attached to them is laid on the table 


>t(if*n*nt rtftimi to in flu ri f>l i/ to clnu'c (h) of * tatml if motion 

\o 21 j 

(auttia. 

<1> ( it\ Girls' High School. 
i± lVar\ (’haran Girls’ High School 
Lake School for Girls. 
t4» Hinapani Girls’ Hij?h School. 

. Kamala (Erls’ High School. 
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(d) Ballygunge (jirlg’ High School. 

(7) Bharat Stri-Siksha Sudan. 

(8) Jeeva Shiva K. (j. Girls’ School. 

(9) Surah Kanya Bidyalaya. 

(10; Chetlu Girls’ School. 

(11; Sharnhazar Balika Bidyalaya. 

(Hi) Sir It. C. Mitter Girls’ School. 

Reoruitment in Jute Regulation Department in Mymensingh district 

# 216« Mr# AMRITA LAL MANDAL: cm Will the Ifon ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing subdivision b\ subdivi- 
sion of Mymensingh district the name of the Scheduled Castes _ 

( 1 ) 1 nspectors 

(2) Assistant Inspectors, and 
(‘it Licensing Officers, 

recruited in the Near 1940-41 m the .lute Regulation Depai t ment ? 

( h ) Will the Honble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
service latio was ohsei\('d in making the appointments - 

(cl Is it a fact that some non-Scheduled Caste candidaies ynt their 
appointment in the .lute Regulation Depai t men! as .Scheduled ( aste 
candidates ? 

((] ) If the answer to <r» is in the affirmative, will the ICmhle 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if an\. lie pinposcs tn take in 
the mutter? 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): oc a state- 
ment is laid on the Libiurv table 

( h ' Communal ratio could not be maintained in making appoint- 
ments of Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors from the district of 
Mymensingh. as from some other districts, for the reason that no 
suitable candidates from the Scheduled Castes could be had It may 
however be mentioned that communal ratios have been maintained on 
the total appointments m the Province as a whole. 

(cl and {(h In the course of his inspection the Assistant Controller, 
Dacca, found that two Brahmins, who work as priests of Scheduled 
Castes, got themselves appointed by describing themselves as belong- 
ing to the Scheduled Castes. Thev were discharged forthwith 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer {(>), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased t o state whether the communal 
ratio fixed tor the Muslims has been observed in this vase Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I submit. Sir, this question relates 
to the observance of communal latio in the recruitments made in the 
•lute Regulation Department m Mymensingh district and so, I think. 
1 am in older 

Mr. 8EPEAKER : 1 am afraid, it onD lefers to the communal 

ratio ot Scheduled Castes 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS : mlfU 3#t TO fa, 

^Tt 7 :* 7 InsjiectorH, (s Assistant Inspectors recruitment iH Scheduled 

Castesij^ number service ratio f<fa fa *Tt ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, m the entire 

proMiite the proportion is all right. 


Scheme for adult education in rural areas. 

*217. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (,n Will the Hon hie 

Minister m < barge of the Agriculture and Industries (Rural Reconstruc- 
tion — Adult Education* Department be pleased to state 

( 1 1 tin* amount that has been budgeted foi the \ear 1 1M 1 — ior 
the rural adult education; and 

li/i whether an\ st heme has l»een foimulateil ’o spend the iiioiiim 
tor tin* purpose Y 

(In It the answer to (o> (in is m the alhimative. will the lion bit* 
Minister be [/leased to slate what aie those schemes h 

( r i Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
inone\ budgeted tor the \ear RMM-41 for adult etlucation was s[)ent Y 
{<h It not, will i!m* Hon hie Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

lei Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state what steps he 
proposes taking for spending the mone\ budgeted for the year DM l -4^ ? 

.The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: in » <n Rh‘12,000. 

(iii A scheme is in preparation Its details have not yet been 
settled. 
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(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Ks.l,o00 only was spent during- the year. 

(d) The reason for the non-utilisation of the balance of the provision 
was that the details ot the scheme could not be settled within the year. 

(V) It is expected that a decision about the details of the scheme for 
adult education will be made early in the year 1941-42 so as to enable 
the provision made in the budget for that year to be fully utilised 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With reference to answer <c), 
will the Flon'ble Minister be pleased to state how this amount in 
(juestion was spent?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Rs. >00 was granted to 
the Calcutta University Institute and Rs. 1,0(10 to the Anti-Thumb 
Impression organisation ol the District Board of Bogra. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what was the total amount budgeted for the year 1940- 
41 for adult education? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Altogether Rs. RO00 
was provided in the budget. Save and except l,o00 rupees that was 
•pent during the year, the rest was surrendered. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Horfble Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that no scheme was prepared last 
year ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Si r, no s< heme 
was sanctioned last year. 

Interview with prisoner Lokenath Bal. 

*218. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANLAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state 

(a) whether I/>kenath Bal is a prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail; 

(/>) when he got his last interview ; 

(c) how many applications for interview with the said prisoner 

have been received by Government since bis last interview; 

and 

(d) how these applications referred to in (c) above, have been dealt 

with? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <n) Yes. 

(h) to (d) I have no information but if the honourable member will 
give notice I will make enquiries. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir 
The reply of the Hon’ble Minister to {a) is, “Yes.” and to { b ) to {d) 
is, ”1 have no information, but if the honourable member will give 
notice 1 wull make enquiries.” I hope you will rule that the answer 
is not in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As soon us you sent in the question, that in it- 
self constituted u notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With regard to <M I have 
asked, when did he get his last interview- — the notice is there; in 
question (<•) I have asked, how many applications for interview with 
the said prisoner have been received b\ (roverment since his last inter- 
view — the notice i< there; and in question (</) I have asked, how these* 
applications referred to m << ) a how have been dealt with — the* 
notice is there 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: 1 have not received 
complete information. I am onl\ asking tor time to collect complete 
miuinuition on the* point. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that case, Sir, the 
question ma\ stand over 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut the question has been answered However, 
it will be renewed as soon as it is reach. 


Medical treatment of prisoner 8itanath Dey. 

*219. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the llon'blc 
Minister in charge of the Hume (Jails) Dejmrtment be pleased to state 
whether Sitanuth Dey, a prisoner in the* Alipore Central Jail, has been 
ailing for some timef' 

(b) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hoti’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) what is the nature of his ailment; and 

(it) what steps have been taken for the treatment of his ailmentP 

(c) Have the Government considered the question of removing the 
said prisoner to the Medical College for treatment f 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) (i) He suffers 

from occasional vertigo. He is now well. 

(ti) lie is given appropriate treatment in the jail hospital when an 
attack occurs. 

(c) No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’bls Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons for answering (r) in the negative? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Because, Sir, the medical 
advisers advised that there is no immediate question of any apprehen- 
sion and therefore, they did not advise removing the prisoner to the 
Medical College for treatment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether he is prepared to consider making a refer- 
ence in question (r) to the Jail Doctor and having a written opinion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, 1 will do that 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Use by Government of road materials produced in Bengal. 

90. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble MinMei in 
charge of the Communication** and Works Department be* pleased to 
state — 

(«) whether preference is gnen b\ the Communication* and Woiks 
Department to the products of Bengal in the purchase or 
selection of road and other materials used in connection 
with roads and buildings within the Province; 

(/>) whether Government are aware that considerable amount of 
road tar is manufactured in Bengal by certain reputed firms 
and that this tar has been found eminently suitable by the 
Government Test House and Indian Stores Department ; and 
(c) whether Government are considering the desirability of giving 
spec ial encouragement to the manufacture of road tar in 
Bengal if the price of this material is found comparatively 
cheafH'r than imported material used for similar purfKiaea? 
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MINISTER in charge of tho COMMUNICATIONS ami WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Maharaja Snsohandra Naody, of Oooahn- 
hazar) : (a) Whenever possible in the interest of the work and other 

things being equal in all respects as to quality and price, preference 
will be given to the products of Bengal. 

(b) Yes. But Government hfrvc no information that this tar has 
been found eminently suitable by the Government Test House and the 
Indian Stores Department. 

<r) This matter will be considered by Government. 

Repair of privnpry school buildings by District Sohool Boards. 

92. Dr. SANAULLAH: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to stute whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the District School Board, Chittagong, used to meet the 
expense for the annual repair and building of the Board 
Schools all over the district even l>efore the imposition of 
the education cess; and 

ut) that the Special Officer for Primary Education has recently 
issued an order curtailing the power of the District School 
Board in respect to the retiring cost of the Board Schools ? 

ib) If the answer to (a) ( u ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (<») Yes 

(b) The funds provided by the levy of education cess are insufficient 
and have to be supplemented by large donations from Government. It 
was therefore IiojkhI that the local jieople would accept the burden of 
building expenses of schools. There have been numerous objection* 
and I am reconsidering the whole position. 

Bhairab Schema. 

93. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMANS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present stage of the Bhairab Scheme; and 

<ti) when it is likely to Ik* completed? 

(6) Is the Hon ’ble Minister considering the desirability of expediting 
r the matter? 

<e) Is the Hon* ble Mmister aware that no experimental intensive 
anti-malaria work can be taken up without the said scheme? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

(a). With the exception of some earthwork and a road bridge (under 
construction) all other works have already been" * completed. It is 
expected that the scheme will be put lhto operation in the ensuing rainy 
season . 

(b) All possible steps to expedite the progress of the work have been 
taken. 

(r) Yes. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to Mute when was the work begun?' 

* 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: The work was 
tuken up in the financial jear HKfN-.’W. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the II on’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state what were the difficulties in the wa\ of Govern- 
ment ruming it through earlier? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The work is 
being earned on. It is practhalh complete. In the next year's 
budget there is a provision for onls Us N.tMMI. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I 
have obtained your consent 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not yet deflated questions being over. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Rate of rent in Darjeeling and Kurseong. 

*208. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state — 

(*) the rate of rent per acre or per pole charged b\ the Government 
from the zamindari estates in the towns of Darjeeling and 
Kurseong ; and 

(»*) the rate of rent realised bv the camindars from the tenants P 

(6) Is there any limit fixed by the Government in the rate of rent 
chargeable by the samindars from the tenants? 



1M1.] 


• QUESTIONS. 


HI 


(c) If the answer; to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state the rate of such limit P 

(d) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ hi* Minister 
be pleased to state whether the zaTnindars can increase the rate of rentP 

MINISTER in charge -of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): <</) (/} The average rate of 
revenue paid to Uoverntneut by the Couch llehar State~ is Its. 15 per 
acre. The Burdwan Raj estate holds lands free of rent with the 
exception of one revenue-pacing estate at Kurseong measuring ti-07 
acres for which Its. ‘Jo is paid annually by the Raj to Government 

(it) The rate of rent varies ueeording to tin* classification of land 
and its situation. 

(5) and (c) No limit is fixed. 

(d) The zamindars can increase the rate of icnf of their tenants 
according to their contract, unless there are any specific conditions in 
the lease to the contrary. 

Distress due to failure of crops in some parts of Dinajpur district. 

*213. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (u) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department avvaie — - 

(?) that due to failure of crops, distiess prevailing in union No. 1J 
of Nawahganj police-station in the district of Dinajpur. is 
ven acute; 

(t i) that many jx*op!<» are on stanutiou; 

(in) that several petitions were made t<» the local authorities for 
relief ; and 

(iv) that an enquirv was made h\ tin* heal officer into the matter? 

(6) If the uiiswei to (a) n» in the affirmative, will the Hon hie 
Minister be pleased to state whether an \ relief has >et been given to the 
people of the affected areaP 

(c) If not, what steps does the Ilon’ble Minister contemplate taking 
for giving necessary and timeh relief to the people. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (n) (i) No 

Some distress is , however, apprehended due to the paitial failure of 
arnan crop. 

(u) No. 

(tit) Only one petition was received asking for loans. 

(iv) Detailed local enouirie* were made about this union and all 
other unions in the district. 
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(6) and ( c ) Enquiries are being made to assess the needs of each 
cultivator and relief will be given where necessary according to 
circumstances. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Model village at Haduatola in Malda district. 

82. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what was the total expenditure for constructing a model 
village at Haduatola in Manikchak police-station in the 
district of Malda; 

(h) how many quarters were built there; 

(c) how many are in existence now ; 

(d) who is responsible for the destruction of the quarters ol that 

village ; 

(e) whether the land on which the village was constructed has now 

been converted into a mango garden ; and 

(/) what were the conditions of the lease? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: <«) Rs. 14,374. 

(b) 168 . 

18 . 

(d) Nobody except the tenants is responsible for the present state of 
things. The tenants left the place and allowed the huts to fall into 
ruins and they could not be induced to return. 

in) The open spaces are being converted into mango garden. 

{, t ) Salami at Rs.3 per bight for “Bastu” and at Re. 2 per bigha 
for "Udbastu” lands. 

Rent at Rs.4 and Rs.2 respectively for “Bastu” and “Udbastu” 

lands. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if there was any grant from the Government out of 
this amount of Re. 14,374 P 

Tbt Htft’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, there 
was some contribution by Government. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR" What was that amount? 


The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Government granted Rs. 10,000. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Something like 
that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: For this purpose besides this 
amount ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, they did. 

Mr. ATUL CHANORA KUMAR: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state within how main >ears these 1*0 huts have been 
demolished and destroyed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: G.udualh they 

are being demolished, as people are leaving the area. It is ditfieult 

to say in how main \ears, because it did not occur year by year. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state the reason tor deserting the place? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY : The reason is, 
there was no Hood and people left this place and went hack to their 
original place of residence. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hh Minister be 
pleased to state who is responsible for selecting this site? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink the best question would be as to who 

was responsible for the flood. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. Rs. 10,000 was spent by 
Government and somebody was responsible for that. The Hon’ble 
Minister should have taken into consideration all the facts before 
constructing the huts there. It is only a few years back that the hute 
were constructed. 

Tilt Htn’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 

my honourable friend is labouring under a misconception. Thia place 
w &a selected for reinstating the tenants whose homesteads were flooded 
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out, and they were provided land to settle there. Now that the 
original area is not inundated, they are going hack to their original 
area leaving the new colony. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government is aware that several tube- 
wells were sunk there at the cost of the Government and now they are 
going to be used for watering the mango garden of the zemindar P 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Somebody must 
make use of them. These are lying derelict. Government cannot 
prevent their be’iig used. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the tael that the huts are destroyed, 
the tube-well* will be removed to the nearing villages ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that will be 
throwing good money after had. 


Failure of paddy crops in parts of Narail, Jessore. 

83. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (,/> Is tin* lion hie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware 

( /) that there has Wn a failure of paddy crops in some parts of 
Kalin, I/ohagorn ami Altadangu police-station- in the sub- 
division of Narail, »le>sore: 

(ti) that there is a likelihood of distress prevailing in the areas; and 

{iit) that ste|w are being taken for the realisation of agricultural 
loan from the people of the affected area? 

( h ) If the answer to (a) (tit) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Miniatei considering the desirability of stopping the realisation of agri- 
cultural loan for this year? 

Tht Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) There ha* 

been no serious failure of crops in the areas. 

(it) No. 

(till Agricultural loans are being collected only from those who Tan 
pay without hardship. 
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Operation of Money-lenders Act, 1940. 

90. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, — 

(a) the present number of licences granted to the money-lenders; 

and 

(b) number of cases brought before the Court by the — 

(1) money-lenders, and 

(2) debtors, 

after the operation of the Bengal Money-lender’s Act, 1940? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): (<t) The infor- 
mation is not available at present. 

(b) The collection of the required information would enlail so much 
time and labour that Government regret they are not prepared to under- 
take the task. 


Short-notioe question. 

Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: Mav I have a reply to my short-notice 
question. Sir?' 

Mr. SPEAKER: U it m (onneetion with the Dacca riot?' 

Mr. J. W. R. 8TEVEN: Yes. Sir. May I have a reply to that? 
Mr. SEAKER: 1 ha ve sent it to the department. 


Adjournment motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, 1 have given notice 
of an adjournment motion. Mav 1 have \our leave to move it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have given my consent. Now I will have to 
decide whether it is in order or not. Your statement is all right. You 
ha # ve nothing further to add? 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir 
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ThP HonMWe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, an adjournment 

motion on the Dacca situation is certainly very much different from an 
adjournment motion under ordinary circumstances. I would not, 
therefore, oppose a discussion, but I propose to make as full a statement 
as I can on the whole situation and also answer the short-notice question 
which has been tabled by Mr. Steven. If after I have made a state- 
ment, the House is of opinion that further information is necessary, 

I shall try to collect that information and I would ask you, Sir, to give 
a date when the whole situation might be discussed in the Assembly. 
But at present, with your leave and the leave of the House, I shall make 
a statement. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Ma\ 1 point out to you, Sir, 
that it would be <onvenient to everybody concerned if the adjourn- 
ment motion is formally admitted to-day. and it there is opposition, 
the counting of those who are in its favour mn\ also be done to-day. If 
after that the Thief Minister thinks that it will be more convenient for 
him to make a statement and it utter that an occasion arises for us to 
consider whether the adjournment motion should he persisted in or not, 
that would be a different matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What 1 pn ipose to do is this J feel that in a 
matter like this everyone in this House should be taken into confidence. 
Let the Prime Minister make the statement now on the basis of facts 
at his disposal. After that I propose to ask the Opposition whether 
in spite of that, they want the adjournment motion to be dismissed. If 
they want it to be disc ussed, 1 propose to fix Wednesday, the 9th, for 
the discussion of this motion, so that in the meantime the Government 
may be ready with all the materials, and the Opposition may have an 
opportunity to consider as to whether they should press this motion or 
not and the materials 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI ! On a point of order. 
Sir. Our adjournment motion, you will see from the statement, is 
based on the official communique that ha* l>ceii published to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am saying is this. Let a statement be 
made by the Prime Minister. After that if you say that you want to 
proceed, then 1 shall consider the question of admissibility and allow 
the discussion 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 1 would request you to consider 
whether that would not be irregular. I^eave has been asked for *to 
move this adjournment motion, and I submit. that the correct procedure 
would be to put it before the House to see if the requisite number of 
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members support the adjournment motion and then to admit it. After 
that the Chief Minister can make a statement and we shall then 
consider 

Mr. 8PEAKER • 1 have no official statement before me. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E. True. The question which you 
have to consider is whether the Chief Minister can make a statement at 
this stage. Leave having been asked of the House to move the 
adjournment motion, I say that that question has to he disposed of 
before any other statement is permissible. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before 1 d ispose of the question of admissibility 
on the ground of certain facts, l must bcai what is the statement ot the 
Government. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The Chief Minister i* eertainl> 
entitled to make a submi^ioji on the question ot admissibility. But 
that is not a hat he proposes to do He piopos*** to make a statement on 
the whole situation and then, ms it appeals trom the words which fell 
from him, he proposes to a^k ilu> House to consider whether they would 
press the adjournment motion. 

^Mr. SPEAKER: The question of admissibility must depend on 
facts. You have made a certain statement of facts. The Prime 

Minister also wants to make a certain statement of facts. On hearing 
that, 1 shall consider whether the motion is in order or not. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: An y statement of facts hearing 
strictly on the question of admissibility would no doubt In* relevant, hut 
a statement of the kind indicated by the Chief Minister would not be 
relevant. 

May I also draw your attention to the fact that in the statement of 
facta reference is made to the official communique which has been 
published this morning and Hie basis of the adjournment motion is the 
Utter failure of the Department of Law and Order to control the 

situation and ensure protection of life and property Y 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That depends on the official 
communique as indicated in the statement of facts and not on the 

statement which the Hon’ble Chief Minister in going to make 

. Mr. SPEAKER: In any case he is entitled to make a statement 
an the question of admissibility. If he wants to make a statement, I 
cannot shut him out. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYALs He can make a statement 

with regard to the question of admissibility. He cannot take this 
opportunity of our motion, to gag us and inflict his own speech upon 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He must make a statement on the facts of the 
case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I point out that 
there have been precedents on the floor of the House when an adjourn- 
ment motion had been moved, the Government made a statement 
whereupon the purty moving the adjournment motion did not move the 
adjournment motion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It I am to follow strictly the parliamentary 
rules, then I would have to rule out 90 per cent, of the motions on the 
ground that official information is not forthcoming. That is the 
parliamentary practice. Tt is to obviate that a statement is allowed to 
be made on the facts, and thereby 1 shall have an opportunity of assess- 
ing the statements of both sides. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The question is whether he 
will speak on the admissibility of the motion or lie will take advantage 
of tin* motion and inflict a speech on the floor ot the House It he had 
only wanted to make a statement, he could have answeied a shaft-notice 
question before. He should not take ad\antage of our motion and make 
a statement in his own wax. The question of admissibility may then 
remain waiting. Let us underhand our position. The question is 
whether the motion is in order or not. If it is in order, then the 
question of speeches will arise. If you are anxious to see that a state- 
ment is made, the result will be that it will have some effect upon 
the adjournment motion. Max I suggest that the proper procedure 
would be to have the proposed statement placed before the Leaders of 
different parties in this House? But simply to take advantage of this 
motion and to make a speech on the floor ot this House raised out of the 
motion proposed by us while our motion is remaining in the background 
will only have the effect of stultifying our position, and the Chief 
Minister will get a premium put on his position which is not contem- 
plated by the rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, as the motion stands, I think that 
the Prime Minister, if he wants to make a statement, will be perfectly 
in order. ' 

Mr. 8A8AMKA SEKHAR 8ANYAU On" wfiat? On the 

adjournment motion? ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; on the question whether he has any objection 
as to the admissibility of the motion. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If he goes beyond that? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is the fir.st time that I am hearing it. The 
admissibility does not merely depend upon what is called the point of 
law. The admissibility of an adjournment motion more nr less depends 
upon the statement of iaets in two stages. Therefore, whatever arises 
out of the adjournment motion, namely . “the reerudescenee and 
extension of rioting with incendiarism and lawlessness in the district of 
Dacca indicating the utter failure of the Department of Law and 
Order to control the situation to ensure protection of life and property 
in that district,’’ is in order m> long as he speaks on what steps (Govern- 
ment have taken for the protection of lite and property . 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: It seems to me that there is a 
confusion of ideas it is true that the Hon’lde the Chief Minister is 
entitled as a matter of right to place fart* before the ‘House showing 
that, not to speak of utter failure, there has been no failure at all to 
restore order in the affected arras. Hut that is on the merits of the 
adjournment motion On the question of admissibility the rules are 
clear The right to mo\e an adjournment mot ton is there and is 
subject to tht> restrictions enumerated in rub- !IS of fin* Bengal Legisla- 
tive Assembly Procedure Buies If the adjournment motion which is 
placed before you and in respect of winch !ca\c is asked for complies 
with the rules laid down in Part VI! and particularly rule OS . it is in 
order. On that point if the Chief Minister wants to say anything, we 
are not going to stand m his way Surely on the incuts of the question 
tin* Chief Minister will have his nay at tin* proper time and after he has 
had his say in tin* matter, il is for us sitting in Opposition to decide 
whether we shall press our adjournment motion or whether we are 
satisfied that even at this late stage proper steps have been taken to 
restore law and order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 feel that in a matter like this in older to enable 
me to decide, I must have facts and I have got no official statement of 
facts. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U*. We draw our facts entirely from 
the^>fficial communique aad hav* not travelled beyogdvthft. JTuder 
the circumstance*, if the Hou’ble the Chief Minister toys, 4r T have got 
other facts tjiaf I want to place before the House which will dispute the 
facta set out in the official communique, “ that* I submit, is not open 
to him. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He can place other facts. Your conclusion is 
“utter failure . 0 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. As I have pointed out, we 
derive our facts from the official communique. If he can show that 
there are other facts which will dispute the position taken up in the 
adjournment motion, that there has been utter failure, he can do it 
for the purpose of persuading the House to reject the motion on its 
merits, not on the question of admissibility. 

Mr. SPEAKER * I must be convinced that primd facie there is a 
case of utter failure. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR RA8U: We s:> v it is a case of utter 
failure on the part of the (lovernment. On the other hand, it is open 
to the Hon 'hie the Chief Minister to tr\ and persuade the House that 
it is no! a case ot utter failure on the part ot (Jovernment. It is the 
oflieiul communique on which hangs the whole question at t ho present 
moment. 1 submit that if we had drawn horn othei sources for the 
purpose ot placing our tarts on the adjournment motion, a question 
could huve been raised by the Hon’hle tin* Chief Minister that »vr had 
travelled beyond the oiheial rommunique and drawn from private 
sources. Hut we at the present moment stand on firm ground, so tar as 
this particular adjournment motion is concerned. Coder (tie circum- 
stances, in this instance at an\ rate, there is no room for the Hon'ble 
the Chief Minister to say “I dispute \ our facts.” He cannot dispute 
our facts. Hut so fur as the conclusion to he drawn from these facts is 
concerned, that is a matter which ma\ be raised by the Hon ble the 
Chief Minister, but that has nothing to do with its admissibility 

Mr. 8PEAKER : What I was .saving is that in order to enable me 
to find out as to whether the conclusion which you are arriving at from 
the facts which you have placed before the House is such that I can at 
this stage allow the adjournment motion. 1 have got to satisfy mvself 
as to whether there is a primd facie case which can come up before the 
House. Here is a matter which has got to be very strictly interpreted, 
because it is going to obstruct the normal proceedings of the House. 
Sufficient power has been given to the Speaker to consider every aspect 
of a case like this and not merely to confine himself to the question of 
jts urgency ami importance. That is therefore a point on which, I 
think, I should give a hearing to both sides of the House. 

Rai HAR8MORA NATH CHAUDHURU Will you permit tn« to 
axplaiu how I hate drawn my conclusions from 

Mr* SPEAKER l You may do that after the Hoa’Me the Chief 
Minister has spokea. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I in this connec- 
tion, Sir, draw your attention to rule 100 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules relating to the procedure to he followed in 
this case? The rule lays down that, “if the Speaker is of opinion that 
the matter proposed to be discussed is in order, and it has not been 
disallowed under these rules, the Speaker shall read the statement to 
the Assembly and ask whether the member has the leave of the 
Assembly. If no objection is tuken, the Speaker shall intimate the 
hour at which the motion will be taken. If objection is taken, he shall 
request those members who support the motion to rise in their places,” 
etc. 1 wish to ask you particularly to consider this point after an 
examination of the preliminary statement oi facts that once you have 
given your consent to the matter being brought Indore the House and 
you have not disallowed this motion under any of the foregoing rules, 
namely, 


Mr. SPEAKER: But in even matter 1 have the power not to give 
my consent till 1 am satisfied. And for my own satisfaction I am only 
following a convention of this House in asking the Thief Minister to 
make a statement on the subject. 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 t is not necessary . 
Sir As regards the question of admissibility of the motion, certainly 
you are entitled to have your say , but in deciding - 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may frankly tell you that it it is the desire 
of the Opposition and of the House that the procedure should )m* 
confined strictly to the question of the merits ol a case then l>efore the 
Speaker gives his consent and disposes ot the question of its 
admissibility be must satisfy himself about its admissibility. Now 
instead ot doing that \ou are given an opportunity in the House to 
consider the case in all its aspects with a view to deciding its admissi- 
bility. The Opposition contention, I think, is that according to strict, 
legal interpretation the consent of the Speaker is to 1 m* restricted to 
certain general questions. But that is not the convention which has 
been followed so far; and if it is the desire of the House that the 
Speaker will place every such motion for the consideration of the 
House, I will have to reconsider the point. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: in deference to your 
wish, may I point out in reply to what you have just stated that 
according to the rules motions often have been refused in the House? 
I ajrree with you that there is room for accommodation with regard to 
tfee rules, but in that case the only proper course would be for the 
mover of the motion to rgad along with his motion a statement of facts 
and then following that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister might make 
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his statement of facts confining himself strictly to the points of the 
motion and to the points that are relevant to the question of its 
admissibility, and we can help you in arriving at a conclusion whether it 
is perfectly in order or not. I therefore submit that before the HoiCble 
the Chief Minister makes a statement, if that is your wish rather than 
conforming strictly to the rules, the mover should be entitled to make 
his statement of facts by reading out first this motion and only after 
him the Hon’ble the Chief Minister might follow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, I can do that. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E : Sir, I desire to add one word more 
to what has been said from this side of the House. I submit that the 
uniform practice in this Legislature and also in the case of its prede- 
cessor has l>een to give consent to an adjournment motion when the 
adjournment motion is submitted with a statement of facts and makes 
out a ftrumi facie case. All that the mover of an adjournment motion 
has to satisfy you is that he is asking for an oppoitunity of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance Xo matter what the 
Chief Minister muv say, it C a definite matter of urgent public 
importance; of t hut there can be no doubt 01 dispute. The quest ion 
that will arise in the course of discussion is whether the situation has 
been allayed. I suppose it will then be for the Chief Minister to place 
before the House what steps have l>een taken in ease the situ; lion. 
That is u question relating t<» the merits of the adjournment motion. 
Further, if 1 max remind \ou, with xerx great respect, I feel that the 
question of the merits of the adjournment motion, namely, whether 
there has been utter failure on the part of the (iovornnient to control 
the situation and ensure protection to life and property, is a matter 
for tilt* House to decide and not for the Speaker. It is for the Speaker 
to satisfy himself that pruna facie an adjournment motion comes within 
the purview of Part YU of the Assembly Proceduie Rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have heard with attention the statement ot the 
Leader of the Opposition. Mr. Bose max rest assured that the procedure 
may have to be modified in future, and 1 can assure the honourable 
members on my left that that will restrict the right of the Opposition 
very much. For the time being, however, I would follow the present 
practice, and l will allow the Chief Minister to speak; and after that 
if Mr. Rai Chuudhuri wants to make a statement, he may do so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Is there any preceded for 
this practice, Sir P 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May 1 know which precedent 
are yon following ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot say off band. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, you are tbe Speaker and 
custodian of the privileges of this House and certainly every word 
that conies from \ou is ven sacred even if it is a word of mild threat. 

Mf. SPEAKER: There is no other alternative. There are many 
things relating to facts which nia\ he clarified by a discussion, and I 
will have to rely on that tor giung m\ consent to the adjournment 
motion being moved. Before I give m\ consent. I hu\e to thrash out 
the question and decide whether it is admissible oi not 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 submit that then* is 
practically no difference between what \ou have just said and what the 
Leader of the Opposition has said. 1 also submit that the question at 
this stage is a vers narrow one, namrls , whethci it is admissible or 
not; and beloie the matter comes on the floor of the House and Indore 
the Hon hie Minister has got sm\ thing t<» do with it, von have got 
to be satisfied that pruiui f<u n it is an uigent ami definite matter that 
comes under rule !M» of the Legislative Assembly Piocedurc Rules, 
and then sou base got to see whether the motion itself transgresses 
the pros isiorm of rule !)K 

Mr. 8PEAKER • I have also to see whether it is of recent 
occurrence 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AKYAL: Yes; and then after rule Jffi 
sou base to see that the prosisions of rule !tH of the Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules are not transgressed, and then in your 
wisdom you base to decide whether a pritnd facu> ease lias been made 
out for an adjournment motion The opposite party comes in for the 
first time only wdien an objection is taken, and when no objection has 
been taken to the particular motion now before the House, 1 submit 
that no further discussion is called for at this stage 

Mr. SPEAKER. I would advise you, Mr. Sanyal, to read the 
relevant proceedings of the Central Legislative Assembly during 
Mr. Patel’s Presidentship and see how facts were thrashed out in the 
first instance. 

• Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: For the time being, Sir, I 
have greater respect for jour rulings than for Mr. Patel’# decisions, 
and now I am placing before you the rules which were framed in the 
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considered wisdom of yourself aided by the advioe tendered by certain 
members of this House. My humble submission before you, Sir, is 
that at this stage whatever the C hief Minister may have to say, he ma\ 
say in connection with any opposition to the admissibility of the motion 
that he has to offer. Beyond that he is absolutely out of order, and 
I beseech you. Sir, that in the name of past precedents, w’hich probably 
are more or less confusions, at the present moment let us not create 
a precedent which will have the effect of stultifying the motion itself 
and have the effect of putting a premium on the Hon’ble Minister’s 
statement at the cost of the motion itself. So, I implore you, I beg 
of you, Sir, not to create a very bad precedent. We on the side of the 
Opposition are absolutely sure that the interpretation which is now- 
being sought to be given on the rule is not correct. It is positively 
wrong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All that I say is that in view of Mr. Sanyal’s 
statement, I have to reconsider the whole thing once again and find 
out what is the practice and procedure. But we shall follow the same 
procedure as we have been following so far. This will tint be a 
precedent. I will make a statement later on as to what the procedure 
should be. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: May 1 Mr. Speaker, ask you to 
concentrate your attention on the few words in rule 100 and to 
reconsider the line you propose to take!-' 


Mr. SPEAKER: I want to give the House an opportunity to dis- 
cuss the merits of the rules and t lie procedure 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: That will come in later. Now it 
is an important point of procedure Under rule 100, “If the Speaker 
is of opinion that the matter proposed to be disposed of is in order, 
and it has not been disallowed under these rules” — that stage ha^ 
passed because you have already given your consent — then the Speaker 
has no option but to follow this procedure, namely, “the Speaker shall 
read the statement to the Assembly” — the words are mandatory — “and 
ask whether the member has the leave of the Assembly.” Having 
regard to the fact that your consent has already disposed of any ques- 
tion that the matter proposed to be discussed is not in order or that 
it can be disallowed — your consent implies that the motion is in order 
and it has been allowed under these rules — in that view. Sir, the next 
step to take is not to allow the Chief Minister to make a statement, but 
to read the statement placed by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri to the 
AsepnbU’ and then ask the Assembly whether he has the leave of the 
House to move the motion. 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


ISO 


m .] 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I also point out, Sir, that 
the position which the Chief Minister has taken up is this? He says 
that discussion on a matter like this is to be welcomed, but if he makes 
a statement it may not be necessary for us to move the adjournment 
motion. He has put it on that ground, and not on the question of 
interpretation of the rules or on the question of order. That being 
so, you will kindly allow us to move the motion, and to ask for the 
leave of the House, and then, if so desired, allow the Chief Minister 
to make a statement after the motion is admitted. The Chief Minister 
must not insist on his statement being made first before the question 
of admissibility is decided. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As regards that, in view of the statements which 
have been made from the Opposition, I will make a careful stu«l\' of 
that, and have a discussion on that point alone as to the procedure. 
But for the time being, whatever may be the nature of the rules and 
the interpretation, the practice which G being followed is always to 
allow an opportunity to Oo\ eminent to make a statement. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, this motion is based on 
a Oovernment communique There have been occasions when an 
adjournment motion has been tallied on certain reports received by 
the members. But this motion can be distinguished and there is no 
necessity for a (inv eminent statement as the Speaker need not lie in 
possession of a (internment statement of facts in this particular case 
1 would res |M*ct fully ask you. Sir. to consider this matter, having 
regard to its importance — the whole province wants a discussion and 
1 think a discussion may be helpful to find ways and means - I expect 
that this motion will be allowed to be moved, parti* ularly having 
regard to the indication the ( hair has given that tin- motion will 
he discussed on Wednesday. 

Mr. 8PEAKER! No. no. In view of this it may he discussed to-day. 
I thought that the House would agree to have this procedure, hut if 
that is not so, I will have to consider whether it is in order and we 
will immediately discuss it if possible. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: I only repeat, Sir, that the 
adjournment motion is based on the Government communique. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am fully aware of the responsibility which is on 
me.^Tn the past we have been following some practice and convention, 
TJiat invention has not always been strictly according to the terms of 
the rule*. Even on thnj basis, I would have to satisfy myself in 
deciding the motion to be in order as to whether we can come to the 
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conclusion that there was utter failure of the Department of Law and 
Order and whether a motion of this nature should be discussed in this 
House or not. That is a right which the Speaker has got in deciding 
whether it is a matter of urgent public importance. And in deciding 
this matter, 1 do feel that it will not be right for me to come to a mere 
conclusion on one-sided statement, but I should have the latest authen- 
tic information from Government on this point. I, therefore, hold 
that for the time being, without entering into the question of future 
practices and without making a precedent, it is necessary for me to 
hear Government as to whether the matter is of such urgent public 
importance as to make it admissible and in order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I wanted to make a 
statement because I felt that the primary object of an adjournment 
motion of this type as also of the short-notice question that has been 
tabled by Mr. Steven is to elicit information of an authentic kind and 
then to decide whether Government has really been able to meet the 
requirements of the situation or whether it has failed in its duty. 

Sir, in any case, as I am prepared to answer the short-notice 
question 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, ma\ I ri>e on u point 
of order!' Having regard to the la*t few words uttered b\ the Thief 
Minister, it is abundant 1> clear that the point* that he desires to raise 
are entirely on the merits of the question, and 1 object to his doing 
so at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, 1 have to hear him as to what 
be has got to say on the present position in order to decide whether 
it is a matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I have your ruling, Sir, on 
one point ? Is it permissible for the Speaker having given his consent 
once to withdraw his consent and allow the matter to be discussed 
whether it is a definite mutter of urgent public importance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. There is nothing at all in giving con- 
sent. I will have to consider one point, namely, whether it is a 
matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. SARAT OH AN DR A BOSE: That is what I have already drawn 
your attention to, and I can only regret that the matter has nfct yet 
been drawn to your attention sufficiently. Rule 100 makes it cle^r: 
“If the Speaker is of opinion that the matter proposed to be discussed 
is in order......... 0 that draws to it all the rules which have gone before, 
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namely, rales 96, 97, 98 and 99, and it has not been disallowed under 
these rules. Far from being disallowed, it has been consented tp by. 
you, and therefore it follows that all the rules have been complied 
with including the rule which lays down that only a definite matter of 
urgent public importance 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it your contention that because I have given 
my consent, I am holding that the motion is in order? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Indisputably. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid that is not so. There are two stages 
— one stage for the Speaker’s consent and the second stage is for the 
Speaker to decide whether the motion is in order or not. I have 
already decided the first stage. In considering the second stage, 
numeh , whether the motion is in order or not, I um entitled to hear 
Government as to what tho\ have got to say us to whether it is a 
matter oi urgent public importance. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Whether the motion is in order 
or not has riot been disputed 1>\ the other side. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not for others to say whether it is in order. 
It is for me to decide that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that view of the matter 
we will divide it into two stages. After having given your consent 
when you decide the question being in order, the rules do not give 
absolutely anything by which any statement of Government or a 
Minister would he relevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those who served on the Rules ( omimttee will 
remember this 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You will have to determine 
primd facie upon the motion itself based upon the statement of farts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: in any case, I have told you that I shall give my 
ruling after hearing the Chief Minister. 

0r» 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The proper procedure would 
be in deciding whether the motion is in order or not to call upon the 
mover of the motion to give facts and figure* to show that he is in 
order. * 
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Mr. SPEAKER; After hearing the Prime Minister, I will give my 
[ruling. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why should that be so? 

feai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Without giving me an 
opportunity of making my submission ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I gave you an opportunity in the first instance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Let me amplify my 
statement, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes; if you wish to. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : The statement that 
follows m\ motion runs thus: From the official communique issued on 
Sunday afternoon and appearing in the morning papers to-day, it 
appears that while there has been a recrudescence of stabbing cases in 
the town of Dacca, the riot situation in Narsindi, ltaipura and Sibpur 
thanas of the Dacca district is causing considerable anxiety. I quote 
the language of the official communique? The communique adds, that 
aerial reconnaissance has revealed that “two large villages have been 
burnt out as well as several smaller paras in those localities/’ There 
has been —1 again quote from the official communique — “considerable 
damage to property” and a large number of villagers have moved away 
to Tripura State. Stabbing incidents continue to occur even in the 
town of Dacca, etc. This is the short statement that follows ray motion 
ami if you permit me, I will place before the House the whole com- 
munique, but, I think. I have summarised the communique fairly and 
accurately. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not necessary to place the whole com- 
munique before the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I will not recall the 
incidents that took place in the town of Dacca, because the situation 
however alarming in the beginning has now been brought under control 
by the promptitude of the actions that have been taken by the local 
police and by the co-operation of Hindu and Muslim leaders of tb&jpity 
of Dacca. Sporadic cases of stabbing are taking place, but these 
things do continue after rioting on a large scale has taken place, and "it 
is nothing new that even after the measures bad been taken by Govern-' 
ment stray cases of stabbing are happening. The situation, howevery 
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£• such that the city of Dacca itaelf will be completely immune from 
troubles in the near future, and we have got every hope that there 
will be no recrudescence in the city of Dacca itself. 

Sir, I now come to the very unfortunate occurrences that took place , 
in some of the villages of Dacca. It appears that exaggerated accounts 
of what had happened in Dacca specially of the desecration of mosques, 
have reached the villagers throughout the district and there was tense 
excitement throughout the whole of the Muslim community, and it is 
with very great difficulty that the officials have managed to keep the 
people under control. The country near about Narsindhi and Bhairab 
is such that there are no sufficient means of communication and people 
took advantage of that to come out of their homes and commit looting, 
arson and other offences and, on the merest approach of the police, 
they vanished into the jungles and escaped arrest. Now, Sir, that 
being the position, I will now detail under various heads what has 
happened and what is happening at the present moment and what steps 
Government have taken, are taking and do propose to take to bring 
the situation under control and to give protection to life and property. 

It appears that on the 1st nr 2nd of April in Haipura police-station this 
i rouble first broke out. Arson and looting were reported from the area 
north-east of Narsindhi and south-west of Bhairab Bar.nr. The 
disturbances continued during the period up to the (»th and the Second 
Additional District Magistrate who proceeded to Haipura on hearing 
of the trouble was wounded. The officer in charge of Haipura police- 
station was also wounded on the same day. The police were compelled 
to fire on the mob at ('hikandi, Sibpur police-station, on the 5th dtiring 
’he morning and during the night of the same day the police party was 
attacked and three constables were injured. The original report 
mentioned several Hindu jutra* as having been set fire to. There are, 
however, no details of localities. On the tith. the Inspector-General of 
Police who flew over the area noted two villages burnt down and a 
number of //f/rov also. During the same da\ the ( nmmissinner travel- 
ling by train noted some columns of *moke, but there was no indication 
of the origin or the localities of these fires. But this morning the 
Inspector-General of Police again made an aerial reconnaissance and 
the report showed no signs of fires burning. 

As regards looting, he says that details are not yet available, and I 
am not in a position to give the House any information on that point. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: We can give you. 

TJp Hoit’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I now come to the measure* 

which have been adopted and which are of very great importance. On 
the -3rd April, the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, the Additional 
Superintendent of Police^ Dacca, and the Assistant Commander of the 
Eastern Frontier Rides with about 125 men extra went to the affected 
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area and tried to round up the raiding bands. On the same day 100 
additional men of the Eastern Frontier Rifles and Armed Police were 
requisitioned from Chittagong. On the 5th, the Inspector-General of 
Police proceeded to Dacca with the additional officers that were called 
for from Barrackpore and Howrah. On the 6th there was reinforce- 
ment of 100 armed police with complements of officers from as far off 
a place as Burdwan. A company of the regiments stationed at Dacca 
was called out in aid of the civil power in the affected area. The 
Superintendent of Police of Mymensingh is standing by with an armed 
force at Bhairab Bazar and the Subdivisional Officer of Narayanganj is 
patrolling the whole of that area. It appears that there are adequate 
forces out to deal with the situation. I submit to the House, there- 
fore, that there is no reason to be panicky. All steps that have been 
possible with the aid of the civil police have been taken, and Govern- 
ment are prepared to undertake still more measure if the situation 
worsens or if the situation requires other measures to be taken. A 
number of residents in the affected area had left and had proceeded to 
Tripura State. The State authorities estimated the number of such 
evacuees a( over [1,000 and they have made arrangements for looking 
after them. Relief measures are being organised. Rice and dal have 
been sent, and on the (ith April the Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
went to Narsindhi to supervise the operation there. There is nothing 
to suggest that the disturbance has been the result of organised and 
co-ordinated activities. Local bands have been responsible for the 
outrages and they melted away on tin* approach of the police. I may 
mention that local leaders belonging to all (he communities have come 
forward to co-operate with the officials and other officers of Govern- 
ment. The whole of thut area is being guarded. Godowns, big shops 
and bazars and hats are being guarded by the military police and 
pickets have been stationed at every place where danger is apprehend- 
ed. But considering the nature of the locality and want of means of 
communication there, I submit that so far as the Government are 
concerned, they have taken sufficient measures to meet the situation, 
and we have every reason to believe that very soon the situation will 
be brought undet control. As u matter of fact, the Thief Secretary 
has authorised me to stute that the latest information shows that the 
situation is under control and b\ to-morrow I hope I will be able to 
make a statement which will be satisfactory to all parties concerned. 
I may meution that so far as Government are concerned, they were 
taken unawares by what happened in that area. After the occurrence 
has taken place, all that they can do is to meet the situation and to stop 
the riot, arson and looting from spreading outside the areas. a 
matter of fact. Government has successfully localised the whole 
disturbance and has not allowed it to spread to other parts of the 
country. In these circumstances. I submit that all that possibly could 
be done has been done. 



1941.] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


131 


A 8 regards the short-notice question, I think that the statement 
that I have made will give all information that the honourable member 
wanted to know from Government. As regards — yes 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In these circumstances. 
Sir, I submit that no useful purpose will be served by discussing the 
adjournment motion. I oppose it. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. May I then take it that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said that at least Government was taken 
unawares P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Any situation may arise 
anywhere in the province of which Government may not have previous 
information. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th< *re is no doubt that it is a matter of urgent 
public importance, but there are certain other matters which I have got 
to consider before I give my decision. Is there any objection if I take 
a little more time to consider this question P If after further considera- 
tion 1 find that the motion is in order and can be admitted, I will fix 
G-dU p.m. to-morrow for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 
But in a matter like this, I feel, especially in view* of the points which 
have been raised by Mr. Bose, I have got some responsibility in t he 
matter. There are two things. One is whether the Speaker should 
be the judge of the facts that have been brought forward as the Opposi- 
tion has contended. The other point is the Opposition contention that 
it was an utter failure on the part of the Government . Government 
on the other hand denies that. The question is whether 1 am to judge 
the facts or whether it is for the House to decide the matter. If I 
have to decide the matter, I should in the first instance he satisfied that 
it is legitimate on the part of a section of the House to say that there 
was an utter failure. I feel that my duty for the time being is to 
examine whether I should be guided by the suggestions made by the 
Opposition. However, I shall give my decision to-morrow and in case 
I hold the motion to be in order, I will take it up to-morrow. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Did I understand you to say that 
you are postponing your decision on the question of its admissibility 
t »!], .ia-mnrrnw ? 

• Mr. SPEAKER: There are two points: one concerns its admissibi- 
lity and the other relate* to its discussion. 1 propose to take up both 
the questions to-morrow. But if it is the desire of the Opposition that 
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the question of its admissibility should be decided to-day and that the 
discussion on the motion might be taken up to-morrow, in case the 
motion is admitted, I am quite prepared to take up the question of its 
admissibility after the prayer interval. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: We have no objection to the 
discussion being fixed for to-morrow, but with regard to $ie question 
of admissibility it should be decided to-day. As the Chief Minister 
has placed certain facts before the House, I should like to place certain 
other facts to-day before you dispose of the question of its admissi- 
bility. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All that I am concerned with is whether the 
gentleman who has tabled t lie adjournment motion has got a prima 
facie case. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: If you are satisfied on that point, 

1 do not desire to take up the time of the House; hut if you have doubts 
on that point, I would like to place certain other facts before the House 
hert* and now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose to give my decision on the question of 
its admissibility immediately after the prayer interval. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: In that case 1 will ask you to give 
me an opportunity of placing certain other tacts before the House 
confirming the facts contained in the official communique. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Aft er t lie prayer interval, in case I hold that the 
motion is in order, it will not he necessary; but if I hold that the 
motion is not in order, then in that case I will give you an opportunity 
to speak and thereafter I shall give my decision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I enquire about 
your decision on the other question, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will stand over for the present. 

Mottago from the Bongal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Assembly read the following 
message received from the Bengal Legislative Council : — 

’'The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly is asked to 
the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as p!R&ed 
by the Beugal legislative Council at its meeting held on the 7th Apri^, 
1941.” 

Copies of the Bill were laid on the table. 
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Application for Loave of Aboonoo. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I beg to move that this- 
Assembly do permit Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly, representing the- 
East Bengal Municipal Constituency, Babu Jnanendra Chandra 
Majumdar, representing the Myiuensingh East (Generali Constituency, 
and Babu Narendra Nnravan Chakra varty, representing the Bogra 
turn Pabna Constituency, to be absent for a period from the drd of 
February, 1941, till the end of this session during which they find that 
they are unable to attend the meetings of this Assembly. 

8rijut A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Mr. Bankim Mukherjee. representing the Colliery 
(Coal Mines) Constituency, Dr. Nalinaksha Sunyul, representing the 
Presidency Division Municipal Constituency, Mr. Harendra Kumar 
Sur, representing the Noakhali (General) Constituency, Dr. Sharat 
Chandra Mukherji, representing the Birbhum (General) Constituency, 
Mr. Hadlia Nath Das, representing the llooghly North-East General 
(Heseiwed for Scheduled Castes) Constituency, Mr. Sukumar Dutt, 
representing the HooghK South-M es( General ( onstituency, Mr. 
Hartpada ( huttopudhyu, representing the Nadia (General) Constituency 
Mr. K.tmal Krishna Roy, representing the Bankura East (General) 
Constituency, to be absent from the did of February, 1941, till the end 
of the present session for which they find that they are unable to lit tend 
the meetings of this Assembly. 

Sir. 1 beg also to move that this Assembly do permit Mr Nikunja 
Behary Maiti, representing the Midnapore South-East (General) (’on- 
stituency, and Mi. Dhirendra Nath Dutta. representing the Tippera 
(tieneral • (onstituency, to be absent from the <‘Jrd of February, 1941, 
till tlie end of the present session for which they find that they are 
unable to attend the meetings of this Assembly . 

Sir, l beg also to move that this Assembly do permit Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Baneijee. representing the Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories) Labour Constituency, to be absent from the Gt h February, 
1941, till the end of the present session for which he finds that he in 
unable to attend meetings of this Assembly. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, as patted with 
— * amendments by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Thfc Hon'hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S Sir, I beg to move that 
the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative Council in the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Before I put this motion, I would ask the House 
to decide when it would take up the Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 
I suggest that it would be convenient to send in amendments by day 
after to-morrow in the forenoon so that it might be taken up that very 
day. : . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, I Hope the 
answer will be furnished by yourself. Government may have anxiety 
to get this Bill through in a hurry, but neither yourself nor members 
of the House want to see 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are very much anxious not to come after 
the holidays. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If Government think they 
cannot wait, Government will have to take the consequences. It is 
absolutely im|Kissible for u* to table amendments and to do justice 
to the matter on the 9th, because we ha\e already got other Bills and 
you will agree with me, Sir, that a matter of this description 

Mr. SPEAKER: All that 1 say is (hat you table amendments. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let us decide the matter 
once and for all. Sir, because it will not he possible for us. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Win burn about it? Is it 
for Dacca, or for what Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment would like very much to get this Bill through in this session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that it was a short Bill. But if mem- 
bers want to put in amendments, then it will not be possible to finish 
the Bill in one day. 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a 
simple Bill. (Laughter from Opposition Benches.) It will not be 
•difficult to dispose of the amendments iu one day. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, this Bill is being^uirried 
through. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will take it up later. We shall now take 
up the Finance (Sales Tax) Bill and proceed with it as far as possible. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the amend- 
ments made by the Bengal Legislative Council in the Bengal Finanoe 
(Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration w*os then put and 

agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr.' 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, l beg to move that 
the explanation to clause 2(e) be omitted. 

Sir, the explanation is absolutely unnecessary. I do not know 
why the Hon’ble Minister has accepted this explanation as suggested 
by the Upper House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment. The explanation clarities the situation and leaves no one 
in doubt. 

The motion of Mr. S\ed dalaluddiu Hashenn that the explanation 
to clause 2(c) be omit red wa> then put and lost. 


('hum' 4. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that 
in the proxi^i to the i lause 4(7), in lines 2-1, for the words ‘’is shown 
to the sitUtaction of the Commissioner to have been” the word “was” 
be substituted. 

1 also beg to move that inciatise 4(d), lines 4-7. the words beginning 
with “ami such” and ending with “shall cease” he omitted 

I further beg to mo\e that in clause ltd) (oi. the winds “or 
produces” be omitted 

Sow, Si i , so fa i as amendment No 2 is < otu er ned, if \ou refer 
to clause 4 you will see that the < la Use a> il was passed b\ ih leads 
as follows: “Crowded that the tax shall not lie pawihleon s.iles inwdved 
in the execution of a contract which was entered into on or before the 
date so notified.” M\ auiemlment suggests that the sub-clause should 
stand as it emerged from the legislative Assembly and not as it lain 
been amended by the Council Sir, there can be no question of satis- 
faction or dissatisfaction of the Commissioner, because the proviso 
refers to a question of fact, nameh , whether there was or was not a 
contract which was entered into on or liefore the date so notified. 
That can be only a quest ion of fad. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Who will take that fact into consideration? 

RtuHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Commissioner will. 
But no question of satisfaction comes in. He will only have to take 
the fact into consideration. The proviso, as it was passed by us, was 
confined to a question of fact only. But if you put it in the amended 
w*y f you leave to the Commissioner certain discretion in the matter 
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of interpretation. Our idea is that no discretion should be left to the 
Commissioner. It is a pure question of fact and it should be decided 
as a question of fact and, therefore, we shall stand by the Assembly 
decision and shall not he guided by the decision that has been reached 
in the Council. 

Then, as regards the deletion of the words as proposed by my 
amendment No. d, you will remember, Sir, that when this sub-clause 
wih under discussion there was strong objection to the sub-clause. 
The sub-clause ran thus: “Every dealer who has become liable to pay 
tax under this Act shall continue to be so liable until the expiry of 
three consequtive years during each of which his gross turnover has 
failed to exceed the taxable quantum.” The idea was that in spite of 
the fact that his gross turnover failed to exceed the taxable quantum, 
the dealer would have to be liable for payment of tax for three conse- 
cutive years. Now that liability was going to be extended by the 
amendment made by the Council, because of the following added 
words, namely, “and such further j>eriod after the date of such expiry 
as iiuiv be prescribed, and on the expiry of tins latter period his liability 
to juty tax shall cease.” In other words, his liability to pay tax will 
not cease even after the expiry of three years as originally contem- 
plated, but will continue for such further period as may be prescribed. 
This is really carrying things too far. It is only penalising people 
for nothing and for an unconscionably long time 

Then, Sir, I come to amendment No. 7. It proposes only a verlial 
change. 1 cannot understand the impoit of the uonN “or produces.” 
Amended sub-clause (■>)(*/) sa\s that “taxable quantum means 
in relation to any dealer who imports for sale «ui\ goods into Bengal, 
or himself manufactures or produces any goods for sale.” The phrase 
“produces any goods for sale” has, I think, a very wide denotation. 
It might include e\en raw materials produced, but it was not contem- 
plated to include such tilings before. 1 would therefore object to 
the inclusion of the words “or produces.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 oppose these 
amendments. 

With regard to the first, there is no discretion gi\en to the Com- 
missioner. SomelMuly will have to decide whether the contract had 
been entered into before the date so notified, and Government imply 
that the Commissioner should so decide. With regard to the second 
amendment, this has been put in to cover the interval which must 
elapse before the expiry of the three successive years during which 
a dealer's gross turnover has failed to exceed the taxable qaoptum, 
and the point of time at which it will be practically possible to have 
published for the information of all other registered dealers that the 
registration of a particular registered dealer is being cancelled and 
with effect from such date he will no longer be liable to pay tax to the 
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'Government and no tax shall be levied upon the sales of such a dealer. 
In the absence of any such provision contained in the amendment made 
by Hhe Council, there will be some confusion entailing either loss to 
Government or double payment of tax. for at least two months or so 
will be required after the expiry of the third year in order to discover 
that a dealer’s turnover has again failed to exceed the taxable quantum 
and to cancel the registration. If this item is not there, then nobody 
would know whether it has been cancelled or uot cancelled. I hope 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri will be good enough to listen to what 
I say. lie will see that it does not exceed the period to any exteut. 
It only gives us two months’ time to ascertain whether the taxable 
quantum of a person has for three successive years been found to 1 h» 
below the taxable quantum. 

Sir, with regard to the third amendment, namel\ , the words “or 
produces” a constitutional question was raised. It seems that if the 
words “or produces” are not there, we are liable to 1 h» hit by some 
section of the Government of India Act with regard to discrimination. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Which section 5* 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Some section. With- 
out the wolds “or produces” for instance, an importer of oranges from 
Assam will ha\e to pay the tax, whereas a person producing the same 
thing within the province would escape it. It is tor this reason and 
to take it out of that section of the Government of India Act that 
the words “or produces” have been inserted. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhtiri that in the proviso 
to clause 4(7), in lines ‘7-3, for the words “is shown to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner to have been” the word “was” be substituted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 4(-7)(ri), 
the words “or produces' ’ he omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 4(3), 
lines 4-7, the words beginning with “and smli” and ending with 
“shall cease” be omitted was then put and a division takeu with the 
following result : — 


AMal iaMar Palm, Mr. Mi. 
AIM W IM, Muhri 
AM NnnH larlar, Maatft 
ami Put. Mr. m. 

AMui UP . «r. if*. 
AMauiMaAftaMi. Mr. 
Iwiftw. Mr. PrMMfta N«M. 
Morjl, Mr. M«yi Wfi 


AYES-S1. 

BaM Upta* ra ItU. 
B«m. Mr. ImImI Kmm*r. 
Bkivatk, Dr. MMa IktNrt 
BMtH, BaM LaafcfeaU ftarayaa. 
BOvm. Mr. M r— Art NtrtA. 

But, Mr. Mrat M ui r* . 
M Mra M r t y, Mr. MMira BaM. 
BMMMrt, Bal Maruin Bali. 
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Ditto Rmaiar, Mr. Hlkartaia. 
labial Him*, KaM. 

Bkaaa, Mr. AM Krtakaa. 

I ImiM AIM. Mr. 

Ottwaiai, Mr. Tatsl Okaaira* 
ftifto, Mr. 4. n. 

Jatataiiia Maaiasy, Mr. lyai. 

AaA AN MaJaaMar, MmM. 

Kkw, Mr. Daiaaira UN. 

Ki*u, Mr. AM Okaaira. 

KmA. Mr. Rtakttka Ratk. 

Majaa^ar, Mr*. HnupriM. 

MmM, Mr. Krtakaa Praaai. 
Rlikllllllli lianakail, MmIm* Ml. 
Maakal Hnaii, Mr. 


NOE8 

Akial Nail, Mr. Mina. 

A Mai Hair Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim, MmM. 

AMal Hakim Vlkramyart, MaahH Ml. 

AMal HamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal iakkar, Maahri. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. (allai Lai MmI). 

AMal Karlai, Mr. 

AMal Lallf lira it. Maalvl. 

AMal MaiM. Maalvl. 

AMal MaiM. Mr. lyai. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMalla-al Makmaai, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa SakMar A, F. M. 

AMar Naal, KkM laklk Maalvl I. 

AMal Matatak Malik, Dr. 

AMar Raitak, Maalvl. 

AMai IkakaM, Maalvl Ml. 

AMI Haasala Akmai, Mr. 

AMI QvaMm, Maalvl. 

Akaial All taayatyart, Kkaa Bakalar Maalaaa. 
AkaiM All Mrlika, Maalvl. 

Akaiai Maaala, Mr. 

AltaiaMla AkaiM, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
Aaiiaallak, Kkaa taklk Maalvl. 

Aawarvl Altai, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 

AalM Hastate Kkaa, Kkaa BakMar Maalvl. 

Askar AN, MaalvL 
BairaMala, Mr. »yai. 

Baral AN, Mr. Mi. 

Blrkmyra, tlr Haary, Bart 
Btaaraa, Mr. Kaaik Lai. 

Oklppaaiata, Mr, 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Daa, Bat laklk Ktrll BMiaa. 

Da**, BaM D aM ai r a Natk. 

KiMr, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 

Ptrkai Rata Okavrikary, Mr. M. 
raalal Ha*, tka Naakta Mr. A. K. 

Paalal Qaailr, Kkta B afcaiar MaatvL 
Patlar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Paalar Rakmaa, Mr. (Mym*a s te<t), 

Ba m as, Mr. f. A. 

BrtMtka, Mr. 0. 

Ntffcaiite O haa ik a rt , MaatvL 
ManMaCMa AkaM, Kkaa laklk. 

Mia. Maatvt Mi. 


■aakarjaa, Dr. lyaaiapratai. 
Naakar, Mr. Maai Okaaira. * 
Praaiaaik, Mr. Tariata ka raa. 
RaatfataiMa AkaMi, Mr. 

Kay, Mr. Ckara O kaa ira . 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatfca Ratk. 
laayaL Mr. lataaka iakkar. 
Um, Mr. Atsl Okaaira. 

•aa, Baka Nafaaira Ratk. 
Ikakiiall. Mr. 

•kaauaiite AkaMi, Mr. M. 
Tkafcar, Mr. Praiaatka Raajaa. 
W attar Rakaiaa, MaatvL 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


15 . 

Haakam All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar MaatvL 
Maatea Marskai, Mr*., M.B.K. 

HatvnaJly iaaiaiar, Kkaa laklk MaatvL 
Hawktefi, Mr. R. 4. 

Htairy, Mr. Davti. 

Ntyvaai, Mr. R*(ta 

lirl* Afcmvi Mia, Maalvl. 

iaialaiiia Akmai, Kkaa Bakaiar MaatvL 

Kafclraiita Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar MaatvL 

Kattai All Mina, lafcikiaia Kavaa iak lyai. 

Kvaaviy, Mr. 1. a. 

McQrvgsr, Mr. B. 8. 

MaRtviila AkaMi, Maalvl. 

MaRtakila Ckaaikary, Maahri. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bskari. 

Maairaidla Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Masai All Kkaa Paaai, Ai-HaiJ Maalvl. 
Makaaiaivi All, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Maktia All, Mr. Mi. 

Maataai All Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Maiaaiaial Ha*. Maalvl Mi. 

Makammai «Afial, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Makaaiaiai Ikraklai, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai Iska***, Maahri. 

Makaaiaiai I trail, Maahri. 

Makaaiaiai tiiite**, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. tyvi. 
Makammai kalalaiaa. Kkaa Bakaiar MaatvL 
Matllck, tka Haa’kia Mr. Makaaia Bakary. 
Mvatacaaaal Ha, as, Mr. tyvi. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakaiar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tkv Hva'Mv Mr. Praaaaaa Dai. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

•aiaraiiia Akiaai, Mr. 
ta k a k a Altai, Mr, tyai. 
taaaaHak, Dr. 

•ataaaa. Mr. R. M. 
taratal litas, Mr. 

•tart, Mr. A. P. 
tifiar. Baka Lttta Maaia. 

•arttk, Mr. N. Brakaat 
ttavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•akravariy, tka HaaH* Mr. N. B. 

T am to ai ite Kkaa, tka Naa'Ma Mr. 

Tatal AkaMi O ksa M n r y , Maalvl Ma|L 
W altar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WkNakaai, Mr. R. B. 

Yaaaat Mina. 


The Ayes being 51 and the Noes 95, the motion was loot. 
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Clause 8. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 8(4), the words “and shall remain in force thereafter unless 
cancelled under the provisions of the Act,” in lines 3 and 4, be 
omitted. 

Sir, these words have been added by the Council. Let us see what 
are the provisions in the Act under which cancellation will take plaoe. 
If you refer to sub-clause (3) you will find 

Mr. 8PEAKER* It has to be read with clause 4(3). 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir. Clause 8 
refers to voluntary registration of those persons who are not liable 
for registration, but who register themselves for securing some advan- 
tages. Suh-cluuse (4) extends the period to three years for which 
such a dealer will remain registered. That is, it extends the registra- 
tion to such further period during which the registration will not be 
cancelled. Let us see what is the provision for the cancellation of such 
registration. If you refer to sub-clause (3) you will Nee that every 
dealer shall, so long as his registration remains in force, lie liable 
to pay tax under this Act. Now, Sir, I cannot understand who is 
going to cancel the registration and on whose motion is the registra- 
tion going to be cancelled. This registration is on voluntary Ihihih, 
still the sub-clause says it shall remain in force thereafter unless 
cancelled under the provisions of this Act. The specific period that 
was contemplated in the original sub-clause should remain 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it not in sub-clause (6) that he can apply in 
time before the end of the year? 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Therefore, it shall 
remain in force unless and until the person registered moves for 
cancellation. 

Tht Hovt'blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It removes an 
ambiguity. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Here it does not depend 
on the Registrar, but on the person concerned. If that be the idea, 
then, of course, I can agree to the amendment. 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose it. 

^Fbe motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 
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Clauses 11 and 21. 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 11 (J), 
line 13, for the word “thirty” the word “ninety* ’ be substituted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 21(7), line 1, for the word 
“sixty” the word “ninety” be substituted. 

Sir, in the first case, viz., with regard to amendment No. 9, my 
object is to extend the period of the payment of tax by the dealer from 
^10 days to 90 days. Although there is a provision of instalment and 
extension of time, the statutory period should be 90 days instead of 
30 days. 

Then, as regards amendment No. 10, the period of appeal is 
generally 90 days. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister 
to extend the period to 90 days instead of 60 days in the case of an 
appeal from the Board of Revenue to the High Court. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I oppose the 
motions. In clause 11 the Assembly gave no time, but the Council 
has given 30 days’ time. There is no reason why the period should 
be increased to 90 days. Similar is the case with regard to clause 21. 

The motions were then put and lost. 


Schedule. 

Rll HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
item 31 of the Schedule be omitted. 

This is a new addition by the Council. I object to it on the ground 
that we have a large export trade in hides and skins. It is such an 
important trade of ours thut we can hold our on u in t lie markets of 
the world against the other hide-selling countries. So far as I 
remember, after the introduction of the Scheme ol Empire Preference 
at any rate, India could capture outside markets to the exclusion of 
Argentina and other countries with which India had to compete. 
Therefore, it is an article of trade by which we can bring in some 
money to this country from other countries which exploit us because 
of their advancement as industrial and manufacturing countries. 
Such an article of trade ought not to l>e exempted. 

Th# Hon*blt Ml". H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Quite apart from the 
fact that the imposition of this slight tax would have deflected the 
business from Bengal to Bihar and Madras, the exemption falls" within 
the principle of the Bill which is to the effect that raw materials which 
-cannot be consumed without being transformed to something else should 
not be subject to taxation. 
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The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that item -U of the 
Schedule be omitted was then put and lost. 

The question that the Assembly eoneurs in the amendments made 
by the Council was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A message will be sent accordingly to the Council. 
(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. Speaker’s ruling on the admissibility of the adjournment motion 
moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I promised to give a decision on the point us to ) 
whether the adjournment motion is in order or not. I huve heaid ' 
the statement which has been made by the honourable mover as also 
the statement made by the llon ble the Chief Minister, and I feel that 
the motion is in order, for the reason t hut so far as the facts are con- 
cerned, there seems to he no difteience substantially between the 
statement which has been made by the mover and that made by the 
Government. Whether from that statement a conclusion can be drawn 
that there is a failure of the Department of Law and Order to control 
the situation or not is a matter which is not for me to decide. I um 
merely to find out as to whether a prim/t facie case has been established 
by which a section of the House may hold that law and order has 
failed. Without entering into the question as to whether there has 
been a failuie or not — it is not for me to decide hut the House is the 
ultimate authority to decide — I hold the motion to lx* in order, and ‘ 
I will now ask if there is any objection to the motion being taken up. 

(There was no objection.) 

There being no objection, 1 hold that this motion is in order and 
it will lw» taken up to-morrow 

Tin HOft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I suggest day 
after to-morrow, because I have just ascertained that the Iuspector- 
General of Police has not yet returned, and I may not In* in a jwwition 
to give much fuither details than I have done to-day. I pi ay, Sir, 
that it may be taken up day after to-morrow. 

Mr. KIRON SANKAR ROY: So far as we are concerned, we have 
no objaation. As a matter of fact, it will be advantageous to us if you 
take it up on Wednesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The$ it will he taken up on Wednesday at 5-46 
p.m. 
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[7th April, 


The Bengal Water-Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I bog to move that 
the Bengal Water- Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill, 1940, a* passed l>v the 
Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause* l and 2. 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand pail of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, 1 beg to move that in < lau.se •» in the 
proposed section ldA(V) after the word “ma t \ ” in line 1 tin* winds 
“subject, in such (uses as ma\ be prescribed, to the appioval oi the 
Chief Kngineer oi the Irrigation Department or ativ office? authorised 
by lum” be inserted. 

I also beg to move that in clau«*e the following proviso be ,olded 
to the proposed section 1'tAf namelv - 

“Provided that such si heme and estimate .do ill provide tor the 
removal and destruction of any vvalei-h.vacinth which may, in a result 
of sm h scheme, be intercepted in any flowing channel.” 

1 further beg to move that in clause ‘1 in the proposed section P>A(2) 
for the words “in the prescribed mannei" in line 7 the words in the 
Official Gazette and in such other manner as may be prescribed** be 
substituted. 

I also move that in clause o in the proposed section ldA'-Zy after 
the word “behalf" in line 2 the words “and subject, in such cases as 
may be prescribed, to the approval of the Chief Kngineei of the 
Irrigation Department or any officer authorised by him” be inserted. 

Sir, we understand that under this Bill bamboo barriers may be 
plaeed across Howing channels, with the result that they may cause 
obstruction by the collection of their silt and interfere with irrigation. 
We therefore think that there should be some provision for consultation 
with irrigation officers in respect of schemes which affect flowing 
channels. We also think that the schemes should be published in the 
Official Gazette. 

The Hon'blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, so far a> these 
amendments are concerned, Government a^e in agreement with the 
objects of these amendments. What I think is that most of these 
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things can be provided for in the rules and no formal amendment of 
the sections of the Act is necessary for that purpose. But I have some 
doubts as regards amendment No. (>. W hether that could be incorpo- 
rated under the mles or not is somewhat doubtful. Hut 1 can give 
this assurance that even with regard to amendment No. fi, Government 
in taking action under this proposed Amendment Art will act accord- 
ing to the principles enunciated here and so far as the remaining 
amendments are concerned, I can give this assurance to my honourable 
friend that these will be provided for in the rules. W hy 1 object to 
this House making a formal amendment is that 1 am anxious that the 
Bill may be parked into law as soon as possible, 11 the Bill is not 
passed into law in this session, then it will have to he taken to the next 
session for the purpose of being placed on the statute book and in that 
case it will not be possible to take any action undei the At t in the 
current year On the other hand, there are some very urgent measures 
which should he taken up as early as possible The proposals made 
in these amendments, though important, arc not of such a cluu actor 
as to justify the holding up of the passing of the Bill, particularly in 
view of the fact that so tar as amendments Nos. •*>, 7 and S arc con- 
cerned, the proposals made in them could be incorporated in tin* rules 
to be framed under the Amendment Act 1 have some doubts only 
regarding amendment No h. 1 shall furtliei examine tin* matter, 
and if this cannot be provided for under the rules, directions will be 
issued that action may be taken in lonfoiinifv with tin* object of this 
amendment. I think that in view of these assurances my friend will 
be in a position to withdraw his amendments. 


Mr. A. F. STARK : Sir, in view of the llon'lde Minister* assur- 
ance, I ask leave of the House to withdraw these amendments. 

The amendments were then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 


The question that clause A stand paA of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble . 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
4>ut and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengul Water-Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in 
the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK- (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Sir, I beg to move that the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) Bill, 1941, be 
taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2, in 
line 5 of the proposed proviso to sub-section (/) of section 4 of the Act, 
for the words “seven years” the words “five years” be substituted. 

In the case of men on active service this rule won't apply. But 
when no active service is required, there is no reason why these people 
should be asked to remain for seven years. I think “five years” is 
enough . 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, we want 
to utilise these officers to the fullest extent. Therefore, we have 
suggested seven years. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

1 he motion of Mr. Md. Abul bazl that in clause 2, in line o of 
the proposed proviso to sub-section \J) of section 4 ot the Act, for the 
words “seven years" the words “five years” be substituted was then put 
and lost. 

1 he question that clauses 1 and 2 and the Preamble stand part of 
the Bill was then put and agreed to. 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment) 
Bill, 1941, us settled in the Assembly l** passed. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. we want to oppose the 
third reading. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to oppose the 
passage of this Bill, and we op|H>se on grounds of principle. The 
Statement of Objects and Reasons is rather misleading and it does not 
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indicate the real intention of the proposed amendment. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the period has been extended certainly to give an additional 
advantage to persons in service. The period is being extended only to 
make it obligatory for those persons in service to serve for some time 
more, that is to say, it is clearly a war purpose which prompted the 
home Government to bring forward the amendment now before us. Ou 
previous occasions, we have definitely made our position clear. We 
are not for supporting any step or measure on the part of the Govern- 
ment which is calculated either directly or indirectly to further the 
war aims of Great Britain and its henchmen here. So, on grounds of 
principle on hehult of the Opposition, we want to have our dissent, 
recorded in the matter of the passage of this Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I wish to speak a few 
wards opposing the passage of this Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : We on this side of the 
House also want to speak. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, it would not be out 

of place to remind the House that this House was called upon only 
very recently to congratulate the Indian soldiers 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have allowed the Opposition an opportunity to 
explain their position in such u manner as they should explain, and to 
enter their record of protest. Strictly speaking, the question of 
war purpose is an issue which cannot lx* discussed. I hope you will 
confine yourself to the merits of this Bill. You cannot go into other 
things. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have made this 
reference to Indian soldiers because l feel that is u very important 
and relevant point in connection with this Bill. Sir, it has been 
recognised that Indian soldiers ha\e \eiy good staff in them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Kastcrn f rontier Rifles has nothing to do with 
Indian soldiers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It will he presently 

clear, £ir, as to what licaring these podimimirv observations of mine 
have on the Bill. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: i'lease tell me how it is relevant, the leterenca 
to Indian soldiers. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; We find that under the 
old provisions of the Art a person enrolled as a rifleman in the lorce 
can take his discharge after three years if he so desires, provided he is 
not on active service. It takes two years for a man to be trained as a 
rifleman, and if he takes his discharge after the third year, Government 
have the use of his services only for one year. That is. Sir, what has 
been stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons as warrant ing 
this amending Rill, with a view to increase the period to seven years. 
And then, Sir, that is urged as a special purpose justifying this Bill 
so that Government might get a longer period of service from each 
entrant into the force. Now I would ask through you, Sir, as to what 
would he the effects of this provision. In the first place, there would 
be a smaller number of entrants into the force who would get the 
training as riflemen. The Government of Bengal has not got any 
means in its command to provide opportunities for military training 
to our young men in this country 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow it, because the military 
training has got nothing to do with the subject matter under discussion. 
The Opposition is certainly always entitled to have their say and in 
developing their arguments they cun make a passing reference to other 
things, but they are certainly not entitled to develop that point. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in ray opposition 
1 mav be allowed to develop the point as to why 1 am opposing the 

Bill. ‘ 

Mr. 8PEAKER : But \mi must confine yourself t « » the Bill 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Here, on the question 
of merits of the Bill, Government propose* the period of service to be 
increased from three to seven years; therefore, they strictly force every 
entrant to remain in the service for that period whether he likes it or 
not. Sir, here there is an extension of compulsory measure, there is 
an extension of the period during which he should be compelled to 
remain in service. I for one would rather welcome that more people 
join the service for getting the training and serve the Government 
for three years and when they are out of service, more people would 
get into the force and would get whatever little training the force can 
offer. In these days. Sir, I believe that even the meagre train^ig that 
the Eastern Frontier Rifles would provide to men would W of some 
value. Therefore, by increasing this period. Government are restricting 
the scope of more and more men getting trained in this force of the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles. 
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Then, Sir, I suggest that to-day general tendency in all legislation 
and the general principle that has been accepted is that persona 
contracting service should be as far as possible free to contract service 
and free to leave service whenever they choose. From that point of 
view also, may I ask, what is the good of binding a particular person 
for a period of seven years? Once for any reasons he may like to 
join the force, be may take the training and may serve the Govern- 
ment, and under the present conditions he may leave service after a 
period of three years, for ahead of him there might be greater prospects 
of life, and he might get other avocations and devote himself to other 
occupations he might choose. But, Sir, as a rule people of onlv tender 
age would be joining this force for training and service and after three 
years of training and service they would be tree to leave the service 
and choose other avocations, but by this particular provision you arc 
compelling them, by extending the period of compulsory labour and 
service in the force, to live a life of imprisonment in the force bv 
making it seven years instead of three. 1 do not sec what the people 
would gain thereby. I do not see what is the necessity of extending 
this period in this fashion. If it had been contended that then* was 
such shortage of men in the province to-day that it was necessary to 
extract a greater number of \eurs of senior from each particular 
individual in the force, in that case it might have been so pleaded. 
But there is no dearth of men. As a matter of fact, there arc enough 
men who want to take advantages in the direction of training and in 
the direction id service. <>nl> some time ago for other purposes it 
had been piovided that people should retire ear lief after having put 
in a number of vears of serv ire Now, you want earlier retirement 
of those people, but in this fore** which all along required not more 
than three \ear* <d serviee, wh\ lornpel it*. members to remain in 
service for seven vears and lake away their liberty of retiring on the 
expiry of three years of service as before? That, Sir, is certainly not 
a progressive measure, but a definite retrogression, and therefore I take 
strong exception to tins 1 would ask the honourable members to 
consider these points also before thev actually make up then mind to 
vote one way oi other. 

Then. Sir, one point about which my observation seemed to call 
forth you i objection should not, I think, lx* omitted. lo-day this 
question of Eastern Frontier Rifles and whatever other force* might 
be created is assuming greater and ever greater importance. We have 
seen in recent months that new forces are being created such as Civic 
Guards and other things. I ask — What harm is there if the older 
hands in the Eastern Frontier Rifles are allowed to retire and new 
mep are allowed to come in? And that question has not been explained 
or answered by the Government. Before Government ran ex fleet this 
House to vote this measure, they must give a plausible explanation as 
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to why they want to do ho. The ground of economy is no ground at 
all. Proportionately with the curtailment of the number of men 
joining and leaving the forces earlier, you do not get any economic 
advantages to-day by this measure. Only I think, in the present day, 
what is normally the function of the Eastern Frontier Rifles might be 
chuuged and different kind of function might have to be undertaken 
by the same force. Such function might not be palatable to those who 
are in the force to-day. Under certain terms and conditions they 
have joined the service, and now that there is likelihood of different 
kinds of functions being imposed on them with greater restriction upon 
theii liberty, which may not suit them, they should be free to leave 
the force and they should be free to take up other occupations. But 
by this provision you will be imposing a curtailment of that freedom 
on those people. I think the honourable members would pause for a 
moment before they adopt this measure — once you join the force you 
cannot leave it before the expiry of a period of seven years, and by 
this they are taking U}m>ii themselves a very great responsibility indeed. 
1 think, Sir, in the present circumstances this House will not be 
justified to adopt this measure. 

In conclusion, I must reiterate mv arguments that this Government 
has no means of giving us an opportunity of training of the kind, and 
therefore should see that the little avenues that are there are kept 
open for a greater and greater number of people for getting the 
advantage ot this training, but this Government is even proposing 
by this measure to withdraw that opportunity. 

With this observation I strongly opjjose the passage of this Bill. I 
appeal to t lie honourable memhcis of the House to turn it down so 
that after maturer deliberation a Bill of a more comprehensive nature, 
a Bill better thought out, might be introduced in the House which 
would be acceptable to all sections of the House. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Mukundn Behary Muliek that the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion Amendment* Bill. 1941, 
as settled iu the Assembly, be passed was then put and a division taken 
with the folowing result : — 


AYES 1©«. 


A Mai Hail, Hr. Hire*. 

A Mai Hail, Mr. Mia. 

A Mai Nakiw, Maahri. 

A Mai Maktai VI kra apart, Maatvi Ml. 
AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMai Jaktar, Maahri. 

AMal Kator, Mr. (atta* Lai Maak). 
AMal Kartai, Mr. 

AMal Lai* AfcwM. Maahri. 

AMal Mat*, Maatvi. 

AMU M«JM. lya*. 

AMal WaAah Kkaa, Mr. 


AMatta-al MafeaiaM. Mr. 

AMar Rakaua, Khaa iakakar A. ¥. M. 
A Mar Rahaiaa • Mt*!. Mr. 

AMar RaacM HakaMat, Mr. 

AMar RtMrtM. Maahri M4. 

AMar Itaaf, Kkaa likrtar Maatv^t. 
AMal Matotfat Malik, Or. 


AMI Haakia^ Maahri. 

AMI Maflaia Aka *4, Mr. 

AkaMi AM Kaqttfwi, Kkaa Oa kaia r MaateM* 
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AkuaB AN MtMkB, Maahri 
AkuaB M«afc. Mr. 

ARacMMNi AkuaB, Kbu Bikaiu Maatvi 

Autaaltak, KhM liklb Maahri 

Amir AN Mia, Maatvi M 

AaM Nutate Kbu, Kbu RakaBar Maahri 

Alfcar AN, Maahri. 

BaNnrtMaJa, Mr. lyN. 

Barat AH. Mr. MB. 

Bad- Mart Miu P. B. 

Birkuyra, tir Haary, Bart. 

Biuu, Mr. Ratlk Lai. 

Cb ip p wi alt, Hr. B. W. 

(Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal OkaaBra. 

Das, Rai takik Kirit Bfcasaa. 

EBkar, Mr. UpaaBraaatfc. 

ParkaO Rata OkawBkary, Mr. M. 

Facial Hat »ha Haa’Ma Mr. A. K. 

Facial QaaBIr, Khaa BahaBar Maahri. 

Fadar Rakuaa, Mr. (Daeca). 

Fadar Rakuaa, Mr. (Myuaatlagk). 

Baasaa, Mr. t. A. 

BrtMtks. Mr. C. 

Baraag, Mr. Daukar tlagk. 

ByataBBIa AkuaB OhaaBkary, AlkaBj. 
HaflcaBBIa CkasBkari, Maalvl. 

NauiBaBBia AkuaB, Kkaa laklk. 

MauUtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Nasaaatcauaa, Maahri MB. 

Haakau AN Kfcaa, Kkaa BakaBar Maatvi 
Nadaa MarskaB, Mrs. M.B.E. 

HatauaUy BauaBar, Kkaa laklk MaaM. 
Maarktags, Mr. R. B. 

NaaBry, Mr. DavtB. 

HayvaaB, Mr. Rag art. 

IBria AkuaB Mia, Maahri. 

Isyakaai, Mr. M. A. H. 

BalalaBBia AkuaB. Kkaa BakaBar Maahri. 
BaaiuaBBIa AfcaiaB. Kfcaa laktk Maahri 
KaMraBBIa Khaa. Kbui BakaBar Maahri 


Knau AN Him, laMhcaBa Kavaa Baft fptB. 
Ktaaa B y, Mr. 1. 1. 

M aBr agar, Mr. B. B. 

MaicaBBte AkuaB, Dr. 

MaliaBBU AkuaB, HaahH. 

MaCtaBBia BkaaBhary, MaaM. 

MaaBaL Mr. Bagat OkaaBra. 

MaalraBBia AkkaaB, Maalvl. 

Mila*. Mr. 0. W. 

MtkauutB AN, Khaa BakaBar. 

Makaia AH, Mr. MB. 

Matlan AN MaNak, MaaM M. 

Macaumal Hag, MaaM MB. 

MafcauuaB Altai Khaa BakaBar MaaM lyaB. 
MahauuaB Itkagaa, Maalvl. 

MafcauuaB Urdl, Maalvl. 

MafcauuaB lIBBIgva, Khaa BakaBar Dr. lyaB. 
MafcauuaB talaiuaa, Khaa BakaBar MaaM. 
Mvlllch, tfc* Haa’kts Mr. MakaaBa Bakary. 
Rakuaa, Khaa BakaBar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tbs Mta’kls Mr. frasaaaa Dak. 
RaJJkaBBia TaratBar, Maalvl. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa|ay. 

Ray, Mr. Fatirau. 
laBaraBBIa AhauB, Mr. 
lakakt-Alau, Mr. lyaB. 
laaaaNak, Dr. 
larkar, Baka MaBkataBaa. 

Iara)«t Islau, Mr. 

IkausaBBIa AkusB KkaaBkar, Mr. 

•tark, Mr. A. F. 
llrBar, Baka LHta MaaBa. 
luitb, Mr. H. Brakaat 
IHvaa, Mr. B. W. R. 

BabrawarBy, ths Haa’da Mr. H. I. 

TaulsaBBIa Khaa. tha Haa’Ma Mr. 

Tafai AkuaB CkaaBfcary, MaaM Ma|L 
Wdkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Wdfcsr, Mr. W. A. M. 

WarBawartk, Mr. W. B. 

Vaaat AU BkaaBhary, Mr. 


NOEI — M. 


AkBal Bakkar Fahaaa, Mr. MB. 
Aka Hassata larkar. MaaM. 
Ahal Fad, Mr. MB. 

AhauB Kkaa, Mr. lyaB. 
AaiuaBBIa AkuaB, Mr. 

B«aar|i, Mr. latya Prtya. 
Baruaa, Baka Ibyaua FraaaB. 
Bfeawuik, Or. Bakha Ba OkaaBra. 
Bata, Mr. lartt OkaaBra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. BatteBra Hath. 


EuBaBal Magaa. Kad. 
B laa aB BIa AkuaB, Mr. 

•aftk. MifB. ». 

BalalaBBia Hasksuy, Mr. OytB. 
Bapk AN Ma^auBar. MaaM. 


Kauar, Mr. Alai OkaaBra. 

KaaBa. Mr. NlakHka Hath. 

Mali Mr. ABwaita Kauar. 

Ma|auBar, Mr*. Haawyrava. 

MaaBd, Mr. AurHa Lai 
MaaBai Mr. lifHln Balk. 

MaaBal, Mr. Krtskaa FraaaB. 
Maalrauauaa ItlauakaBi, Maalaaa MB. 
Magkal Haaaia, Mr. 

Naakar, Mr. Hau OkaaBra. 

RautcaBBIa AkuaB. Mr. 
j Kay, Mr. Ok am O ka aB ra . 

•aayd, Mr. laaaaka Ivkfcar. 
laa, Mr. Alai OkaaBra. 

OkakaBaH, Mr. 

IkausaBBIa AkuaB. Mr. M. 

Walter Rakuaa, Maahri 

I 


The Ayes being 10b and the Noes -i5, the motion was carried. 
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The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief (Amendment) Bill* 
1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 1, 2 and 3. 

The question that clauses 1, 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Touts Bill, 1937. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Bengal Touts Bill. 1937, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into con.sideratiou. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses /, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

The question that clauses 1, 3, 4 and f> stand part of the Bill 

was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 6 to 11 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause (», in 
line 2 of the proposed new sta tion 31 A (3) of the Legal Practitioners 
Act, 1879, for the words “for approval" the words "for obtaining 
approval of the Provincial legislature" be substituted. ^ 

I also beg to move that in clause 9. in line 2 of the proposed new 
section 80G(2) of the Indian Registration Act, 1908, for the words 
“for approval" the words "for obtaining approval of the Provincial 
Legislature" be substituted. 
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This i6 an old question of principle which has been raised many a 
time in this House. Here it has been provided that “all rules made 
under this section shall be submitted to the Provincial Government 
for approval and after they have been approved, they shall be 
published in the Official Gazette and on publication shall have the 
effect as if enacted in this Act.” Provision has not been made for 
the public to say anything in regard to those rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is under the General Clauses Act. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Still it they become law or have the force 
of law, people should be given an opportunity to raise any objections 
if they so desire. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 oppose 
both the amendments. So far as the provisions are concerned, they 
have been put down by the Select Committee. When the rules are 
framed, they will he published and before they are given effect to 
people will be given an opportunity if they have got any grievances 
to bring them to the notice of the Go\ernment. The rules will only 
be given effect to after the objections have been taken into consideration. 

The motions of Mr. Md. Abul Kazl that in clause t>, in line 2 of 
the proposed new section dlACii of the Legal Practitioners Act, 1879, 
for the words “for approval” the woids “for obtaining approval of the 
Provincial Legislature” be substituted, and that in clause 9, in line 2 
of the proposed new section SHGt 2) ot the Indian Legist ration Act, 
1908, for the words “for approval” the woids “lor obtaining approval 
of the Provincial Legislature” be •mb^titufed, were then put and lost. 

The question that clauses t>. 7, S, 9, 10 and II stand part of the 
Bill, was then put and agreed to. 

Clause* III to lit. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir , I beg to move that in clause 12, in 
line 1 of the proposed new section • , JlA(d)(/r)(ni of the Workmen's 
Compensation Act, 1920, after the words “or a" the words "luma fide" 
be inserted. 

Sir, sometimes witnesses are brought up who are really not 
witnesses; they are touts in the garb of witnesses. I move this amend- 
ment in order to provide against such practices. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can law prevent such practices*' 

Tht Hon’bfe Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: My only 
Answer is that a witness is a witness. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
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The motion of Mr. Md. Abul FslzI that in clause 12, in line 1 of 
the proposed new section dlA(3)(h)(n) of the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act, 192*3, after the words “or a” the words “ bona fi.de ” be inserted, 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clauses 12, Id, 14, 15, lb, 17, 18 and 19 stand 
part of the Bill was then put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the Bengal Touts Bill, 1957, as settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) Muulvi Mohammad Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, 

(2) Muulvi Md. Abdur Rasheed, 

(d) Muulvi Muhummud Ibrahim, 

(4) Muulvi Maniruddin Akhand, 

(5) Mr. Syed Sahabe Alum. 

((>) Maulvi Hufizuddin Choudhuri, 

(7) Muulvi Mutizuddin Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. M. Farhad lta/.a Chowdhury, 

(9) Balm Dehendra Nath Dass, 

(10) Hai Kshirod Chandra Boy Bahadur. 

(11) Mr. O. Morgan, c.i.k., 

(12) Mr I. A. Clark, 

(Id) Mr. Ainrita Lai Mandal, and 

(14) the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
the Minister-in-chnrge of the Public Health and Liatal Self- 
Government Department, 

with instruetions to submit their rej>ort by u the dlst July, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 
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Sir, I do not like to make any speech in sup|>ort of my motion, 
because the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca has already circulated 
a note setting forth the main provisions of the Bill. 1 would only refer 
to the fact that this Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion on 
a motion accepted by the House on the 18th September, 1940. A 
large volume of public opinion has been received, and the majority 
of that opinion is in favour of this Bill. It will la* for the Select 
Committee to consider this opinion in detail. I hope that the House 
will accept my motion for reference to the Select Committee. 


Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI : Sir, I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion thereon. 

Mr. Speaker. Sir, jfvrJl* JTSFm TC TOR TO 

CSttTOS <7T$ SR7 4$ Billffi Select Committee C3 I '"TpTfa 

5TT Select Committee^ 4$ Billffc fin *T«f TPff ^ 

to <7m) Sfro i m vjpihi o t *rmn 

w cn fafa *pnr«r ^ri rtrsw <tt foo wl *rfero 

«tfal I T&TO* <71 *TTO Sanitary Inspector, Assistant Sanitary 

Inspector Health-Officer f^TJV 'Alt.tM (/aWt*! 3fT T check 

«rt. fro, cwMi iit? sttTO vtrtn it*i l\3**h ytoj c'swf* 

I ■& ’¥tTT c$ttb& I *!<.**$ *fir slfe 

Billff TO «R7 circulate TO! I 

Mr. SA8ANKA BE KHAR BANYAL: Sir, 1 have to offer a few 
observations on this Bill which certainly is a welcome measure, but 
which at the same time falls far short of the anticipations made by the 
people at large. Sir, from the Statement of Objects ami Reasons, as 
embodied in the printed Bill itself, at first sight it would appear that 
the previous Bill has been dropped and an entirely new Bill has been 
framed. But, Sir, it is not so. On a scrutiny of the Bill, you will 
find that barring a few additions the original Bill stands as it is with 
its drawbacks, defects which 1 think led to the breakdown of the inherent 
possibilities of the old law' itself. Sir, in the new Bill u provision for the 
registration of certain manufacturing houses has been introduced. In 
the new Bill a provision for selling cooked articles in covered containers 
has been introduced. In the new Bill also a complete departure 
has bee^ made in that an attempt has been made to embrace the live- 
stock and diseased live-stock has been brought under certain scrutiny 
and bertain forbidding measures. But 1 submit, Sir, that notwith- 
standing these welcome adjitious to the old Bill, the inherent difficul- 
ties there remain. You know, Sir, that section lb of the old Act ia the 
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principal reason why the Health Department of every district faih 
to achieve the results permissible within the framework of the old Ai 
itself. Under section 15 of the old Act no prosecution for any offein 
under this Act shall be instituted without the order of consent in writir 
of the local authorities within whose jurisdiction the offence is con 
mitted. We all know that this discretion given to the district boai 
has been the cause of many an unhealthy discrimination in the matte 
of sanctioning prosecutions against delinquents. You know. Sir, tin 
the district hoard chairmen and vice-chairmen are all elects 
functionaries, and they have got to look to their anchorage, nameb 
the voters at large. For example, a merchant having a big stake i 
society is a potential support for district board members and distric 
board chairman or vice-chairman and, it on a particular analysis of 
particulai specimen, it is found that theie is some adulteration, he wi 
at once run to the executive of the district board and either through 
promise of a tube-well here or the construction of a sceptic latrin 
there, he will try to induce the district board authorities not to laune 
the prosecution or to withdraw the prosecution, if launched. Yo 
know. Sir, that many cases in which the public analyst has repoite 
adulteration have been shelved by district board authorities, becaus 
of these unhealthy influences that are brought to bear upon the distric 
board executive. Here to-day in tlu* present Bill which seeks to mak 
a departure from the detects and failures of the older Bill you find tha 
under clause ‘29 the institution of a prosecution has been made con 
tingent upon the sanction of the district board or local board authorities 
1 submit the time has come when we ought to take away this discretion 
And since the delinquent in the matter of food adulteration is a 
offender against public health, and I submit there cannot be a mor 
sacred cause than that of public health, if the public analyst report 
that an examination shows some sort of adulteration, there should b 
no option left to anybody in the matter of the institution of a prose 
cution. Once a man is found by a chemical examiner to be a delinquen 
within the meaning of the Act, prosecution should automatically forth 
with follow, and he must be made to answer the charges and, i 
convicted, must ho subjected to the process of penalty provided by th 
law. Sir, my apprehensious will be borne out by many a member o 
this House, 1 know that there are at least some here who are als< 
adorning the benches of district board, and tny appeal goes forth t 
them. I hope they will all bear me out that as soon as there is a repor 
of the public analyst against a certain merchant, the better the positioi 
of the merchant concerned, the quicker and more pressing the tadbi 
made on his part, and the district board executives are en^>arrasse< 
between their two duties: there is the duty of placing public health oi 
the forefront and there is the duty of their allegiance to the ultimatt 
voter who can make or unmake or at least to some extent can con 
tribute to the making or unmaking of the seats which they are nov 
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adorning. Therefore, I think this House ought to be unanimous in 
giving a sort of a mandate to the Minister concerned that whatever may 
have been the position in the past, to-day no discretion should he left 
to the district board or local board authorities. 

Then, Sir, there are certain other points. I am making these obser- 
vations, because for certain reasons we are not going to join the Select 
Committee, so that the Select Committee nun in its wisdom consider 
these points. The old Act could not achieve the desiied ic-mlt because 
of another thing which i> very impoiinnt In the Schedule appended 
to the previous Act there i.s a long list ot functions and penalties, and 
penalties for the first offence ami penalties for subsequent offences. 
And you will be surprised to see that all o\ei Bengal there is a great 
deal of diffeienee between tin* melliod and manner of approach to all 
tlio-e things by different Magistrates In a \ei\ senoiis ease a parti- 
eular offender of intluenee is let off with a tiue of IN. d or IN (i or IN. 10 
as it he is a juvenile offender. An offender ot exalted position, oven 
for his second offence, is lenientl\ dealt with, and while there were 
other reasons previously tor that, to-day the reasons are more potent. A 
delinquent merchant with some resources runs to the Suhdn Nionitt 
Magistrate and otfeis some money to the War bund, ami as u result in 
a ease in which he ought to ha\e been let off with no less than a fine 
ot IN. dOO, lie would spend IN >0 as contribution to the War Fund — 
the Magistrate would let him off with a fine of IN. d or IN. ft or IN. 10. 
That is how a discrimination is made. And this discrimination is all 
the more rampant in view of the fact that invariably these cases are 
dealt witii by Subordinate Magistrates who under a Government cir- 
cular have got to show that a minimum number of cases have been done 
by them: they have no time to deal with intricate penal law ruses, and 
they therefore inuke up the requisite number by disposing of Act V ouses 
and Food Adulteration Act case**: and they being the persons who also 
receive coritiibutions to the Mar Fund, a sort oi unholy compromise 
has become the order ot the day. Therefore, the Ministry concerned 
should issue instructions to the Magistrates that these things should 
not lie viewed with leniency or equanimity. It is better to have a thief 
let oft and it is better to have a criminal nffendei acquitted und let off 
leniently, but for a merchant or trader who offends against public 
health, the strictest vigilance of law and the executive should be there, 
and before I resume ray seat I will appeal to the Minister concerned to 
consider the question of the hotels all over Bengal which ure outside 
the purview both of the previous Act and of thi* proposed new legislative 
measure. I find with some sort of satisfaction that cooked articles of 
food wifi be subjected to scrutiny but then, Sir, the numerous hotels 
of Calcutta, for example, who are accommodating several thousands of 
our people every day including the legislative luminaries of thia 
province 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Even though they supply bad food to the members 
of this Legislature I have never noticed any signs of indigestion in 
them. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALr Even here in this House 
under the supervision presumably of the Speaker himself there are two 
hotels run on the first floor; their cooking may be good, the food supplied 
may be good, but there is room for a great deal of improvement to be 
effected in the manner of their service; the hygienic conditions are not 
properly observed. And if that is possible even under the very nose 
of the Speaker’s own vigilance, you can well imagine the condition of 
the hotels outside. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i.s quite possible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you go to any hotel in 
Calcutta, and I would invite my friend the Mayor of Calcutta to any 
of them, you will realise the conditions prevailing there. The Calcutta 
Municipal Act gives him ample power to deal with these hotels, but 
there is no power at present to deal with the kitchen itself, and these 
hotels are. supplying food to thousands and thousands of people every- 
day. These kitchens are beyond the purview of any supervision or 
control. There is nothing to prevent these greedy hotelwallas from 
getting the worst stuff from the market and preparing food with the 
help of the worst materials and thereby carrying on an unguarded pro- 
cess of slow poisoning from day to day and therefore, regard being 
had to the seriousness of the whole question, I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned and to the House to recast the Hill entirely so that 
instead of being a mere extension of the previous Act, it will turn out 
to be a Pure Food Bill which will ensure for the safety of health of the 
numerous people. 

There is one more matter, Sir, and I have finished. In one of the 
sections provision has been made in clause 2b for authorising entry into 
premises for the purpose of inspection and seixure of food. I submit 
this will certainly give rise to various difficulties, and I do not want so 
<1 rustic a measure 

Mr. SPEAKER: More drastic measure Y You want to give more 
power to the executive! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I want a more drastic 
measure so far as the hotels, restaurants and stalls are concerned, but 
I will be the last man fa give more power to the executive by which 
under the plea of really carrying on public health work they will disturb 
the privacy of private houses, and they wdl use it as an engine of 
oppreasion rather than as an aid to justice in the cause of public health. 
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These are matters worth considering. Sir, and I desire to convey to the 
Hon’ble Minister that we on this side of the House welcome the speedy 
passage of a Bill like this and, if possible, of a better Bill than this, and 
I hope you will not be satisfied merely with having this Bill as an 
enlargement of the previous Bill. I will appeal to him to consult 
health experts all over Bengal and to mobilise the expert opinion of 
those persons who deal with public health ami to set on foot a legis- 
lative measure which will be deterrent against public adulteration of 
various sorts and which will place the health of the province on a safer 
and better basis, a thing which we all so seriously desire. 


Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. speaker. Sir, on behalf of m> somewhat 
attenuated party I rise to support the motion that this Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee and to oppose the motion that it should be 
circulated. 


In supporting the motion that the Bill should be referred to a Select 
Committee, of which you have observed I am a member, I can assure 
you, Sir, and also the House, that, alluring though the prospect of a 
visit to Darjeeling might be, at the same time that has hail no influence 
whatever upon my remarks. 

With regard to the question of circulation, 1 think the Hon Me 
Minister rather understated the case when he said that the majority 
of the opinions of public bodies were in favour of the principle ol the 
Bill I spent as much time as 1 could going through the opinions and 
1 have not yet come across one which was against the principle of the 
Bill. 1 think, therefore, Sir, that it would be an entire waste of time 
to recirculate it. 


Sir I have listened with very (treat interest to the nl.le and tnU-roKt - 
ing speech of my honourable friend Mr. Sanyal. 1 do not know- 
although I mnv he aide to guess— the reasons why he is unable o 
serve on the Select Committee; hut I can only express my profound 
regret that he is unable to do so, because he seems to have a grasp not 
only of the principles but also the details of this Rill, winch I am qutte 
sure I will never be able to have. 


I support the motion for reference to a Select Committee. 

The motion of Mr. Adwuita Kumar Maji that the Bengal Pure Food 
Bill, 1040, he recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further op.nmn 
thereon, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Honble Mr. Tamiauddin Khan that the Bengal 
Pure Food Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 

(1) Maulvi Mohammad Abdul Hakim Vflkxampuri, 

# (2) Maulvi Md. Abdur Raaheed, 

(3) Maulvi Muhammad Ibrahim, 
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Maulvi Maniniddin Akhand, 

Mr. Syed Sahabe Alum, 

Maulvi Hafixuddin Choudhuri, 

Maulvi Mafixuddin Choudhury, 

Mr. M. Farhad Raxa Chowdhury, 

Babu Debendra Nath Dass, 

Rai Kshirod Chandra Roy Bahadur, 

Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

Mr. I. A. Clark, 

Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, and 

the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and 
agreed to. * r 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no other business for to-morrow except 
only one matter, namely, the Privileges Bill. I want to have a dis- 
cussion about it with the Government to-morrow, and I hope to come 
to a conclusion so that the matter may be disposed of in five minutes the 
next day. 

There is just one matter before I close. I have been requested to 
inform you that there is an A. K. P. film demonstration at the “Light 
House” at 11 a. m. to-morrow, to which you have been invited to attend. 
I have been asked to draw’ your attention in view of the importance 
of the subject. 1 would desire that not only you yourself see that but 
you speak to others to attend the function. 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, with reference to the 
statement I made iu the House this evening, Government will have no 
objection 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Iu connection with the 
adjournment motion Y 

Th. Hon ’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. As I was saying, 
Sir, Government will have no objection to these statements being 
published without any comment simply as a statement of fact. 

' AdJtUfNMRt. 

The House was adjourned at 7-46 p.m. till 4-46 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 9th April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calculi*, on Wednesday, 
the 9th April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'Me Sir Muhammad Azizul Haqci, c.i.b., 
Khan Baliadur) in the Chair, 8 Hou’ble Ministers and 204 member®. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers war* fhran) 

Construction of roods from Rood Coord Fund. 

•220. Khon Bohodur AULAD H OSSA IN KHAN: Will the Hon'bl# 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department bs 
pleased to state — 

t i) names of the districts where nothing has yet Wen spent from 
Road Board Fund; and 

(u) names ot roads which have been sanctioned by Hoad Boards 
showing, separately, — 

(1) which are in progress, 

(2; which are likely to W taken up in near future, and 
(3) which are not likely to be taken up at all? 

Tbs Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINCH ROY (on bobolf of tbs 
Hon’bls Moborojo Srisehondra Nsndy, of Cossimbozor): (i) Bankura, 
Khulna, Faridpur, Bakarganj, llajshahi, Rangpur, Bogra and MaMa 
districts. 

(it) (1) A list is laid on the Library table. 

(2) 1 list of roads, which have been approved by the Provincial 
Rofrd of Communications and which will be taken up when our present 
programme in nearer completion is hud on the Library table. 

. (3) Them are no such projects. 
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Removal of disqualification of Maulvi Abdul Caffur for election or 
appointment as member of a Union Board. 

•221. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Ministei in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware — 

(i) that one Abdul Gaffur Khan, President of a Union Board in 
the Madaripur subdivision of the Faridpur district, was 
convicted in the Binapani abduction case; and 

(it) that he was released in October, 1940? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when the disqualifications for voting for membership of local 
bodies were removed ; and 

(it) the date when he was appointed to a Union Board after his 
release P 


MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): {a) (i) Yes. The name of the 
President is Abdul Gofur Kotwal and not Abdul Gaffur Khan. 

(it) lie was released on the 30th September, 1938. 

(b) (i) On the 4th July, 1939. 

(it) The 27th January, 1941. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state the special qualifications of that gentleman which led 
Government to appoint him? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

According to our opinion, lie was a suitable candidate to be appointed 
to the Union Board. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the reason of taking that gentleman to be 
a suitable candidate who committed the crime of abduction? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. The facts ore there 
and you can judge them. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The Hpn’bie Minister says that 

he is a suitable candidate in spite of his previous conviction. 
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Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilcm’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that there was a previous 
oonviction on the ground of abduction standing against him? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I have already answered that. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Since there was that previous 
oonviction, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what led the 
Government to appoint him? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

After he was convicted, certain other facts were placed before Govern- 
ment, and they felt that though the person had been convicted by law 
he would have been released if those other facts had been placed before 
the court of law. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the facts which led the Government to 
come to a decision that the disability should be removed. 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I ask for notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state, in view ot the reply given by bun what were the 
particular facts by virtue of which the Government appointed him? 


Mr. SPEAKER. He has said that he wants notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: This is nothing but avoiding a 
reply. The man was previously convicted of a crime and yet the 
Hon'ble Minister says that he is a suitable person because of certain 
fact* Which were placed lief ore Government. I would like to know 
what are those subsequent facts. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that be wants notice. 
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Abolition of Local Boards in J assort and delimitation of constituencies 
of the J assort District Board. 

•M2. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) when the Local Boards of Jessore district will be abolished in 

pursuance of Government notification; 

(b) when the delimitation of constituencies of the said district for 

direct election to the District Board is likely to commence; 

(c) how many elected seats the Government propose to create in 

the district; and 

( d ) when the direct election is likely to take place P 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) With effect from the 30th September, 1941. 

(b) to (d) Steps will be taken to delimit the constituencies and to 
fix the number of elected and appointed seats on the District Board in 
due time so as to enable the next general election of the Board being 
held before the expiry of its present term in December, 1942. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what time will be given to the people bv way of 
information before they actually take up the delimitation ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The information is given by the District Magistrate, and I oould not 
say what time will be given. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Is not the District Magistrate 
guided by the Government of Bengal to fix up the time? 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There are certain rules by which the District Magistrates are guided. 


Expenditure incurred on aocount of treatment of smallpox patients in 
the Campbell Hospital. 

•«S. Maulvt ABDUL HAKEEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Pu. lie Health Department be pleased to state — 

(*) the number of smallpox patients that have been accommodated 
in the Cam obeli Hosnital (Calcutta.! in th<* tr»*r IQiH- 
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(a) the total amount placed at the disposal of the Superintendent 

for the treatment of smallpox patients in the hospital in 
the said year; and 

(Hi) the total expenditure incurred during* the year for smallpox 
patients? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing more 
money for the treatment ot smallpox patients in the hospitul? 

The Hon’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooaz 

(a) ( i ) 593. 

(ii) For the treatment of smallpox patients only, no separate 
amount is placed at the disposal of the Superintendent. 

(m) No separate accounts are maintained; so the total expenditure 
for only smallpox patients cannot be calculated. 

(h) During epidemics, all moneys that arc required are allotted for 
the treatment of smallpox patients. 

Mental Hospital at Ranchi. 

•224. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the llon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ixnal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the amount of annual contribution which is paid by 

the Government of Hen gal for the Mental Hospital ut Kanke 
in R&nchi ; 

(b) what is the average annual cost per head for each patient in — 

(1) European Ward, 

(2) Indian Ward, Male Section, and 
(3> Indian Ward, Female Section; and 

(c) how many patients from Bengal were treated in the European 

and Indian Sections respectively, during the years 1938-39 
and 1939-40? 

The Hon'bU Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

(a) The amount of contribution paid annually to the two mental hospi- 
tals at Ranchi, vis., the European Meotal Hospital and the Indian 
Mental .Hospital, is not a fixed sum. In the case of the European 
Hospital it is calculated on the number of patients from Bengal and 
the number of days spent by them in the hospital. In respect of the 
Indian Hospital the contribution represents three-fourths of the n*t 
expenditure of the hospital, three-fourths of the total accommodation 
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for patients in the institution being reserved for patients from Bengal. 
The amounts actually paid to these two institutions for the last 3 years 
are shown below : — 



European 

Indian 


Mental 

Mental 


Hospital. 

Hospital. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1939-40 

... 2,17,394 

3,39,650 

1938-39 

... 1,91,871 

3,28,097 

1937-38 

... 1,85,511 

3,43,684 


Kb. 

(&) European Hospital ... ... 1,573 

Indian Hospital — 

Male Section 1 

f ... 301 

Female Section J 

Average annual cost in 1939. 

(c) The average number of Bengal patients treated in the two 
hospitals during 1938-39 and 1939-40, is as shown below — 

1938-39. 1939-40. 

European Hospital . . 200 184 

Indian Hospital . . 1 ,020 1 ,021 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state, with reference to answer ( b ), what is the 
reason for this distinction in respect of the cost per heed per patient. 
It is said here that the cost of the European patient is Rs. 1,573 and 
that of the Indian patient only Rs. 301, which is one-fifth of the cost 
of the European patient. 

Tho H on* bit Nawtb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is due to the standard of living. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: What is the allotment for 
Ministers P 

The Hoit’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

You had better find that out for yourself. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon 'bio 

Minister be pleased to give us some idea of the standard of living of 
Europeans and Indians so far as the hospital patients are concerned? 
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The Hon’ble Hawaii Khwa]a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daeea: 

The amount that is given here is for food and other things which are 
supplied in the hospital. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the Government ascertained the European standard 
of living and the Indian standard of living respectively? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

The standard of living is the standard to which they are accustomed. 


Deputation of I.M.D. 0 moors, Sub-Assistant 8urgoont, I.M.S. Oflloars 
and Assistant 8urgoons for Military 8orvioe. 

*225. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will t ho Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Wal Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) how many — 

(1) I.M.D. ’s, 

(2) Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 

(3) I.M.S., and 

(4) Assistant Surgeons 

were in the employ of the Bengal Government at the time of 
the declaration of the present war; and 
(n) the number of them (to Ik* shown separately ) that have since 
been sent for military service — 

1 1 i outside Bengal, 

(2* in Bengal, and 

(3) Overseas? 

(h) Is it a fact that I M S. and I M I), officers are required to go 
anywhere lor military service under the terms of their employment f 
( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the officers 
of the Provincial Medical Service (Senior and Junior) are also required 
to go overseas for military service under the terms of their employ- 
ment? 
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(it) One I.M.D. officer, 55 Sub-Assistant Burgeons and 10 I.M.S. 
officers have been sent on military duty. Six Assistant Surgeons 
volunteered for and were allowed to join military duty. Two I.M.S. 
officers were first ordered to join military duty in Bengal and all other 
officers were posted outside Bengal. It is not known where the above 
officers are posted at present. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Except in the case of Sub-Assistant Surgeons of less than 10 
years' service, officers of the Bengal Medical Service (upper and lower) 
are not required under the terms of their employment to go overseas for 
military service. 

Separata beds for European patients in 8tete and State-aided hospitals. 

•228. Maulvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and I,ocal Self-Government 
(Medical) Department be pleased to state whether there are separate 
wards or beds for European patients attached to every hospital in the 
Province either managed or aided by Government? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether better 
diets, better clothing, better nursing, etc., are provided for in wards 
for the European patients than those for Indian patients? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what exactly is 
meant by “European patients’’ as distinguished from Indian patients? 

Thu Hon’bto Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. SYCD JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir. the statement does 
not say the reason. My supplementary question is — Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleused to state, with reference to question (b), 
the reason why there is this distinction between Indian and European 
patieuts in the hospital? 

The Htft’bto Nawab Khwa)a HABIBULLAH BahaBur» af Daoea: 

As far as I am aware, there was formerly a distinction betweefi Indian 
and European patients, but now these are simply called European wards 
and Indian wards, the European wards being better furnished. Hut 
Indian patients can also avail themselves of the benefits of European 
wards by paying a higher charge. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of 
doing away with this invidious distinction between European and 
Indian patients in the hospital in view of there being a strong feeling 
against this invidious distinction? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, there are two types of cabins, one which an Indian patient can 
occupy by paying a smaller charge and the other which is called a 
European cabin and for which a higher rate of fee is charged and an 
Indian patient who is prepared to pay for a European cabin (an have 
it. 


Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Sir, the Hon Me 

Minister has referred to cabins, hut I am speaking about the general 
wards. There is an Indian general ward and a Kuro{»ean general 
ward and my question relates to these general wards. 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I admit that there were such institutions before as European wards 
and Indian wards, but now in actual practice there is no such distinc- 
tion except iu regard to names; one of them is of a higher standard 
than the other. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the Jfon Me 

Minister’s last reph , will he consider the desirability of removing 
the distinction in the nomenclature of “European'* and “Indian”? 


Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I shall look into that. 

Disaootiofi of dead bodies i n medical schools and ooUcfoa. 

•227. 8J. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and j/ocal Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that only Hindu dead bodies are subjected to dissection in 
Medical School* and Colleges; 

(it) that unclaimed dead bodies of Muslims and Christians are 
handed over to their respective organisations for burial; and 
(m) that Hindu dead bodies are not handed over to Hindu Satkar 
* Samity in Calcutta for cremation? 
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(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that touch by non-Hindus of 
Hindu dead bodies is considered sacrilegious by the Hindus? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hindus objected to dead bodies of Hindus 
being subjected to dissection by Muslims, Christians and other non- 
Hindus? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in answer to starred question 
No. .314 of the 28th September, 1937, the Government promised to hold 
a conference to settle this matter? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
such conference has since been held ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the decision arrived at in the conference? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The present position in regard to the disposal of unclaimed cadavers in 
State hospitals in respect of Muslims, Christians and Hindus, is being 
ascertained and a reply will be given as early as possible. 

8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference t-o ques- 
tion (d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether a 
conference of the leaders of the different communities concerned was 
convened, as promised on the 28th September, 1937, by the then 
Hon’ble Minister in charge? 

Th« Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I must ask for notice. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, the notice was there 
in question (d), viz., “Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in answer 
to starred question No. 314 of the 28th September, 1937, the Govern- 
ment promised to hold a conference to settle this matter?” How is 
it that the Hon’ble Minister did not give any answer to this question? 


Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

I can say this much tliat I have not done so. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that for all these years the Hindu public have been agitating 
on this question in Council and Assembly as well as in meetings and 
conferences with a view* to remove this invidious distinction between 
Hindus and other sects? 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I was not aware of the fact. Now that I "am aware of the fact, Sir, 
I shall tall a conference and come to a decision on the matter. 
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Potting of police forces in village Adampur, police-station Raina. 

•228. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (,n Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police^ Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that some police forces hau* been posted in the village Adampur, 
police-station Raina, district Hurd wan ; and 

(u) that the zamindars of the said village forcibly took away a 

large number of cattle belonging to the agriculturists 
towards the Jamalpur police-station with the help and 
support of the police of Jamalpur thunu? 

(b) If the answer to {a) {i) is in the utiirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the reason for posting police forces in the said villuge; 

(a) what are the activities of the police at that village; 

(tit) who is bearing the expenses of the police; 

(iv) how many villagers have been convicted ; and 

(v) what were the charges against them? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs <,n (,) Yes 

(it) No. 

(b) (i) On account of the unrest in the neighbourhood. 

(it) They ensure that no breach of peace takes place. 

(Hi) Government. 

(iv) and (v) The reference is not clear but it is presumed tha 
honourable member is referring to the case which had been instituted 
under sections 147 '353. Indian Penal Code (rioting and assault or uae 
of criminal force to deter a public servant from! the discharge of bis 
duty), against certain villagers: none have been convicted. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With referent U. 
answer (b)(i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
for the unrest in the neighbourhood ? 

Th. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAO EIHCH ROY: The reaeon of 
unreet cannot always be ascertained. 

jUr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer 
(6)(u«), will the Hon'ble, Minister be pleased to state what is the 
cast 
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Tht Hon'bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Even without hearing me? 

Tht Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH RDY: Yes, I could 
Anticipate the question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state since when were armed police forces posted 
in the village of Adampur? 

The Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think about 
a month and a half ago. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what were the incidents, if any, which 
led to the posting of special police in Adampur village? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The incident 
referred to relates to the cases mentioned in answers (iv) and (r). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the police were posted there before 
these prosec ut ions were launched or after these prosecutions had been 
launched ? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I think, before 
the prosecutions were launched. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what incident had token place at Adampur 

before these prosecutions were launched? 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY : I am sorry, I 
cannot say without reference to the file which is not before me. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the actual nature of the case as referred 
to under sections 147, dad, Indian Penal Code? 

Tha Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is mentioned 
here, namely, rioting, assault or use of criminal force to deter a public 
servant from the discharge of his duty. 

Mr« SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In connection with what? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the foot that dodo has 
been convicted and in view also of the fact that the *emindar» did not 
forcibly take away any cattle, what was the exact situation which 
compelled Government to post the police there? 


The Hon'bli Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The case being 
sub judice , I am not prepared to express any opinion on these point#. 


Mr. SASANKA 8 EKHAR SANYAL: What was the actual nature 
of the work in connection with which the public servant was supposed 
to be entrusted ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The case is tub judice . 

Mr. ATUL KRI 8 HNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stote what led the Government to spend money from its own 
pocket to post a force there? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: To prevent a 
breach of the peace. 


Honorary House Surgeons and Physioians attaohed to Covernmont 
hospitals in Calcutta. 

•229. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and I/>ca) Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fart that there are 
Honorary House Surgeons and Physicians attached to Government 
hospitals in Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of sanctioned posts of such Honorary House 
Surgeons -and Physicians in Government hospitals in 
Calcutta; 

(it) the names of the present incumbents of such honorary posts; 

(tit) the periods for which each of them has been serving in the 
hospitals ; and 

(iv) whether the retention of such honorary posts of House Surgeons 
and Physicians is for the efficient working of the hsapitelsP 
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(c) If the answer to (b) (tv) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are 
considering the desirability of making the posts remunerative P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes, only in the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals and the 
Campbell Hospital. 

(b) ( i ) to (in) A statement is land on the Library table. 

( iv ) Yes. 

( c ) Eight of the Honorary House Surgeons and Physicians of the 
Medical College Hospitals are paid honorarium at the rate of Rs.50 
per mensem each. A proposal for grant of honorarium at the above 
rate to certain senior house staff attached to the several important 
departments of the Medical College Hospitals is also under my 
consideration. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Distribution of improved ploughs among cultivators. 

94. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state if the Government are considering the desirability of distributing 
a good number of improved ploughs among the cultivators P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what steps the Government intend to follow in the matter; and 

(it) what amount, if any, the Government contemplate spending for 
the purpose in the year 1941-42 P 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tbs Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) 440 semi-wooden ploughs (Dacca No. I) and 100 “0” type 
light all metal ploughs will be distributed among the cultivators this 
jear. 

(») Ra 4,000. 
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SUIT of the Medical College and Medical College Hospitals Office, 
Calcutta. 

95. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will tho lU.n'hW 
Minister in charge of the Public Health ami Local Self-tiovermuent 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, 
separately, with respect to the — 

(1) Medical College office; and 

(2) Medical College Hospitals office — 

(/) the number of clerks, 

(<C the number of them, that aft* (*V) Muslims and tB) 
Hindus, • 

(wi) the number of them that are (A) permanent, and (B) 
temporary, and 

(ir) the length of service of each of the temporary hands ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur , of Daooa: 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Executive, clerical and menial appointments made in connection with 

A.R.P. 

96. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’hlc Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-dovernment Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) the total numbei of appointments either temporary Or perma- 

nent in the — 

(1) Executive, 

(2) Clerical, and 

(3) Menial 

staff, in connection with Air Ilaid Precautions, made during 
the current financial year; and 

( b ) how many of them are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Christians 

in each of the said branches of service? 

(To be shown separately.) 

12 
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TIm Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 96. 


(a) Number of appointments — 
All temporary. 


{b) Whether Hindu or 
Muslim or Christian, 
etc. 


(1) Executive 1 C. M, O. .. Muslim. 

1 Special M. 0. (C. S.’s Hindu, 
rank). 


8 Regional M. O.’s— 2 Muslims. 
Medical graduates. 6 Hindus. 


(2) Clorical (in the A.R.P. 
Medical Stores at 
the Medical College 
Hospital). 


1 Storekeeper 
1 Clerk -typist 
1 (kmi pounder Assist- 
ant to the Store- 
keeper. 


Hindu. 

Do. 

Do. 


In the A. R. P. Con- 
troller’s office tinder 
special M. O., A. R. 
P. 


I Clerk (deputed from 
the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral's office on a 
temporary basis). 


Hindu. 


(3) Menials (in the A.R.P. 4 Packing coolies 
Medical Stores, 

Medical College Hos- 1 Durwan 
pital). 

In the A. R. P. Con- 1 Peon 
trolier's office under 
the special M. 0. 


3 Hindus. 

1 Muslim. 

Scheduled Caste. 


Hindu. 


Grant to the Mainaguri Charitable Dispensary, Jalpaiguri. 

97. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: (m Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and I/ocal Self-Govern- 
ment Department be pleased to state with respect to Mainaguri 
Charitable Dispensary, district Jalpaiguri — 

(t) total annual recurring grouts received from different bodies in 
the years 1937-38. 1938-39, 1939-40; 

(«i) total expenditure incurred in each of these three years; 

(lit) whether there was any deficit in any of these years; and if so, 
how it was met ; 

(iv) total number of patients that received treatment in each of these 
years; 
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(v) whether there is any indoor bed in the Charitable Hospital ; and 
(ri) if not, how serious accident cases are treated especially in rainy 
season when communication with the Jalpaiguri town 
becomes difficult? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of augment- 
ing the recurring grants either from the Medical Fund at his disposal 
or from the Western Duars Market Fund or any other available Fund? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(«) (i), (u) and (iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

(nr) Yes, the deficit of Its. 188 and Its. dllt; in the years 19:17-118 and 
1938-39 respectively were met from the opening balances pertaining to 
these years. There was no deficit in the year 1939-40. 

(r) No. 

<n> The patients arc given first aid and then removed to General 
Hospital, Jalpaiguri. If any emergency case arrives at night, emergency 
bed is provided during the night and the patient is removed to Jalpai- 
guri in the morning. 

(b) Any proposal of the dispensary authority for increase of recur- 
ring grant from Government to the dispensary will receive my 
consideration. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses («)(»), (*») on,/ (iv) of unstarred 


question No. 97. 



(a)(i) and («)— 

1937-3*. 

1938 39. 

1939-40. 

(1) Government grant 

Ra. 250 

He. 260 

Rs. 250 

District Board 

„ 540 

„ 540 

M WO 

Western Duara Market 
Fund 

„ 600 

„ 600 

,, 600 

Jotedars Fund 

„ 100 

.. 

„ 100 

Union Board 

• • 

tt «o 

„ 135 

Interest on Investment* 

„ 105 

„ 105 

„ 105 

(2) Total expenditure 

„ 2,809 

„ 3,031 

„ 2,404 

(o)(iv)~ 




New 

4,337 

5,453 

6,499 
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gcaies of pay of different grades of clerks in Medical College Hospitals 
office and Medical College office in Calcutta. 

06. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
(Medical) Department he pleased to state — 

(i) the scales of pay of different grades of clerks in — 

(1) Medical College Hospitals office, and 

(2) Medical College office in Calcutta; and 

(it) the reasons for the difference, if any, in scales of pay in the 
two offices? 

(b) Do Government contemplate the revision of the scales o£ pay 
of the clerks in the Medical College Hospitals office and bring them 
up to the same scale as in the Medical College office? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

( a ) ( i ) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( i / ) and (//) The scales ot pay of thcv post- weie fixed according to 
the nature and re-pon-ibilit \ ot the dutie- invohed. 1 have, however, 
taken up consideration of the question as to whether the difference in 
the scales of pay is justified. 


Calcutta Police Force. 

99. Miss P. B. BELL-HART: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Commissioner of Police. Calcutta, has delegated 

the powers of punishment provided in paragraph 2 of the 
orders relating to the general government of the Calcutta 
Police Force published in the supplementary to the Calcutta 
Police Gazette of the 4th September. 1936, to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Public Vehicles Department ; if so 
when ; and 

(b) whether that delegation of powers was notified to the staff 

through the medium of the Calcutta Police Gazette? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes; on the 8th June, 
1940. 

(b) Yes; the delegation of powers was notified through the medium 
of the Calcutta Police Gazette on the 18th January, 1941, but previous 
to publication in tbe gaiette it was circulated to the officers concerned. 
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Disposal of appeals and memorials from police officers. 

100. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : (a) Will the Hon 'hie .Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department he pleased to state, year by year, since 
the inauguration of the Provineial Autonomy (l<t of April, H)d7)~~- 
(i) how many Police Officers of — 

(1) Bengal Poliee, and 

(2) Calcutta Police 

have appealed to the lfon ble Minister through the beads of 
their respecti\e departments f*»r re< oiisidoration of the 
punishments intlieted upon them h\ nay of disciplinary 
action ; 

{ii) how many of the«*o appeal** lia\e been successful; 

{in) what was the punishment inttieted in each case; 

(ir) what was the length of time taken for ihe disposal of each of 
these appeals; 

( r) how man \ of these a)tpeals ,uc -till pending for consideration; 

< **/ ) what was the date of filing these appeals which arc pending for 
consideration; and 

(nil the numhci of appeal**, if an\, m which the appellant has 

suffered the sentence lietore knowing the result ot his 

appeal Y 

( h) Will the llon’lde Minister be pleased to state wlietliei there 
were any eases of reinstatement with full hack pa\ Y 

(ci Will the Hon bit* Minister be pleased to state what was the 
financial losses incurred by Go\eriitneut through dela\ in disposing of 
these appeals Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ*. (o> The number oi appeals 
and memorials which have been received during the peiiod in (jucstion 
is o2, viz., 47 from the officers of the Bengal and U from those of the 
Calcutta Police. Of these 2 b cases from the Bengal Police and d from 
the Calcutta Police haw since been disposed of leaving 2d eases, which 
are still under the consideration of Government. In 2 eases the 
memorialists have been reinstated, in the case of f> offu ers although the 
appeals have been rejected, compassionate allowances have l>eeti or 
will be jriven ; in 1 case, the punishment has been reduced from one 
of dismissal to one of discharge and a compassionate allowance has been 
granted and in 1 case gratuity will 1** granted. The remaining cases, 
including d cases of the Calcutta Police officers, have either been 
rejected, dismissed or withheld, except in 1 ease where an officer in to 



be reduced in rank for 2 years and then reinstated in his former rank. 
Of the 23 pending cases 1 is pending since 1937, 3 since 1938, 7 since 
1939 and 10 since 1940. The 2 cases of the Calcutta Police officers are 
pending since 1940. Every effort is being made to dispose of the 
remaining cases expeditiously. 

(b) Yes. Two. 

(c) Government has incurred no direct financial loss, but has suffer- 
ed indirectly by being deprived for about 2 years 9 months and 2 years 
1 month respectively of the services of the two officers who were 
reinstated. 

Scheme for marketing of cottage industry products in Bengal. 

101. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state, in brief — 

(«) the scheme for marketing of cottage industry products in 
Bengal ; 

(b) the results that have been obtained up till now by following the 
scheme; and 

(r) the amount that has l>eoii pro\ ided in the budget for the year 

1941-42? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: un The scheme for the 
marketing of cottage industry products involves the establishment of 
four sale and supply depots* viz , two ior brass and hell-metal articles 
and two for handloom weaving products in selected centres, and the 
entertainment of a district Inspectorate staff consisting of four Inspec- 
tors whose primary functions will he specifically to guide and supervise 
the depots and also of a small staff at the headquarters under the 
M urketing and Publicity Officer of the Industries Department who will 
be responsible for general super\ision of work under the scheme. A 
working capital of IN. 2 lakhs will be placed at the disposal of the 
depots to cover the value of inw materials and finished products and 
the scheme will he introduced, in the first instance, as an experimental 
measure, for a period of 5 years and the staff employed will he on a 
temporary basis. 

(b) As the scheme will be given effect to from July next, this ques- 
tion does not arise. 

[c) Hs. 2,2fi, (UK) including IN. 2.00, 000 to be placed at the dis- 
posal of depots as working capital to cover dhe value of raw materials 
and finished products. 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is « separate organisation and establishment for marketing 
and cottage industries under the Co-operative Industries Department ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the honourable 
member please repeat his question? 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: There is a staff of marketing 
officers for marketing of cottage industries under the Co-poreative 
Industries Department. My next question is — Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason tor maintaining a separate stuff 
under the Agriculture ami Industries Department for the marketing 
of these articles!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 do not know if 
there is a marketing officer tor marketing oi (M)ttage industries under 
the Co-operative Dejiartment It may l>e for weaving only, I do not 
know. 

Recruitment of police constables and sub-inspectors in Daoca Range. 

102. Mr. MAN0M0HAN DA8: Will the Hou’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Police) Department he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, district by district, — 

( i > the total number of — 

(1 / police constables, and 

(2) Sub-1 n. spec tors of Police, 
recruited in 1!M0 m the Dacca Range ; and 

the number of them that urc from — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

CD Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims!' 

(b ) Is it a fact that the number of — 

(1) police constable.*, ami 

(2) Sub-Inspectors, 

taken from the Scheduled Castes is not in proportion to tha 
communal service ratio? 

. ( c ) If so, will the Hobble Minister be pleased to state on what basis 
tht recruitment has been made? 
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( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of the Scheduled Caste candidates who applied for 
the posts of police constable, and 

(ii) the names, with their respective qualifications of the Scheduled 
Caste candidates who applied for Sub-Inspectorship, 

in the Dacca Range? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A stateriient is 
laid on the table. 

(b) The number of constables and Sub-Inspectors taken in the 
district of Faridpur was in proportion to the communal service ratio. 
In the districts of Dacca and Mjmiensingh all the available suitable 
qualified Scheduled Caste candidates were enlisted. 

(c) On communal basis, so far as suitable candidates were available. 

(d) (?) 25G in the district of Faridpur and 32 in the district of 
Mymensingh. In the district of Dacca no register is maintained. 

(n) Another statement is laid on the table. 


X totem* nt referred to in the reply to clause (a) of undarr* d question So. 102. 



Dacca. 

Faridpur. 

i 

Mvmensingh. 


Con- 

stables. 

Sub- 

Ins- 

pectors. 

Con- 

stables. 

Sub- 

Ins- 

pectors. 

Con- 

stables. 

Sub- 

Ins- 

pectors. 

(«)(•> 

(«)- 

813 

(inclu- 

ding 

84 non- 

Ben- 

galis). 

. 

3 

01 

4 

189 

5 

I 1 

Scheduled Castes 

30 

1 

! 

15 

2 

11 

* 

Caste Hindus . . 

85 

j 

31 


84 

2 

Muslims 

114 

3 | 

45 

« 2 

94 

3 
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£(afeme*i referred to in the reply to clause ( d } (it) of unstarred 
question No. 102. 

Names. Qualifications. 

Dacca. 


1. 

Babu Akhil Chandra Biswas 

.. I. A. 

2. 

Babu Bireswar Mallik 

.. LA. 

3. 

Babu Jitendra Chandra Das 

Matric. 


Faridpur. 


1. 

Babu Banamali Biswas 

Matric. 

2. 

Babu Nritya Copal Mondal 

. . B.A. 

3. 

Babu Ananta Kumar Bay 

Bead up to I.A. 

4. 

Babu Jotindra Nath Biswas 

. . LA. 

it. 

Babu Surcndra Chandra Mondal 

Matric. 

0. 

Babu Pulin Chandra Poddar 

.. LA. 

7. 

Babu Mukunda Lai Kajbangshi 

Matin’. 

8. 

Babu Suk lail Bor 

.. I.A. 

9. 

Babu Kristian Kanta Kritania 

. . LA. 

10. 

Babu Addit Chandra Bhoumik 

Matric. 

11. 

Babu X agent ira Nath Kirtania 

. . B.A. 

12. 

Babu Sailcsh Chandra Bisuas 

.. I.A 

13. 

Babu Jogendra Nath Boy 

. . B.A. 


M ymetuingh. 


1. 

Babu Narcsh Chandra Das 

Head up to I.A. 

2 

Babu Mahadeb Chandra Adhikan . . 

.. LA. 

3. 

Babu Debendra Chandra Mondal 

.. I.A. 


Filling up of casual vacancies in certain Union Boards in Tippera 

district. 

91. Iflautvi JONAB ALI MA4UMDAR: <„, U tin* Ilm.'ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and floral Self-timei ninent 
Department aware that some elected seats of Union Boa id members of 
No. 2 Kalocho Union and No. 4 Kodla Union mthiti the Hujigunj circle 
in the district of Tippera have remained vacant Y 

J(ln If the answer to (o> i« in the alfinnative. will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleai^ed to state»whether the (iovernmerit are considering the 
desirability of filling those vacant seat*, without further delay? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

{a) YeH, but Kadla Union Board in Kachua police-station is No. 5 and 
not No. 4 as stated by the honourable member. 

(b) Action is being taken by the local officers to fill up the vacancies 
as early as possible. 


The Bengal Legislature (Privileges and Powers) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy, all I say is that there is another Bill 
Before the House and unless the Government gives an assurance that 
that Bill will be considered in the Select Committee, the only alter- 
native will be that that Bill also will have to be moved for reference 
to the Select Committee. That means two Select Committees will be 
working separately. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : That is an earlier Bill and 
■ought to come first. 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: May 1 make a 
suggestion, Sir? Let the Bill which Government have introduced be 
referred to tin* Select Committee and if any honourable member wants 
to introduce any of the clauses of the Depot \ Speaker’s Bill to this 
Bill, those clauses may be mo\ed by win of amendment when the Bill 
comes up for consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not in the Select Committee In any wa\ you 
are not prepared to consider it on tin* menu at the Select Committee!" 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: If 1 may submit. 
Sir, with great respect, (roxemment ha\c introduced only one Bill and 
they do not propose to take into consideration a Bill which they have 
not introduced 1 think that will be rathe! an unusual proecduie to 
follow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might sa\ that to my knowledge then* were 
several Bills by c ertain members, mz . Moncn -lender** Bill and others, 
and all these Bills were referred to the same Select Committee, but 
Government ultimately accepted the Bill which they moved. Tkaf did 
not debar the members from considering it. For example, a iueml>er 
goes to the Selec t Committee and he moves by way of amenjhn'ent in 
the Select Committee the very Bill which the Deputy Speaker lias 
introduced. Do you mean to say that that meml>er is debarred from 
doing it? If that member is not debarred what is the difficulty in 
Government at least accepting the Deputy Speaker's Bill? 
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TIM Hon’bl. Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: In that ease the 
Deputy Speaker’s Bill may be referred to the same Select Committee 
•with the same personnel. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If Government has no objection, it is all right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We can have no objection 
to that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We do not waut any fencing. 
We want a clear move. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I was giving Government a better advantageous 
position in what I suggested. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. we do not want fencing. 
We want a clear attitude on the part ot the Government as to whether 
the Deputy Speaker's Bill is going to be let down. It was an earlier 
Bill that was before the House, and we cannot go in foi a new Bill 
unless we know where we stand with regard to this Bill 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may 1 i rave 
your indulgence for deterring the consideration ot this motion im the 
present Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V.-i> well. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Tr.v to pi. k up wisdom in 
the meantime. It is no use h‘in mg 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It Government have no objection to icter to the 
vsame Select Committee, whs not this Bill 1 m* sent with this assuianee 
of Government that the\ will console! other provisions ill the Select 
Committee and m that . ase f iover nineiit will 1m* in a heitei position!'' 
Otherwise, the same Select Committee* will have to consider two Bills. 
Government mav give the* assurance that there will 1 m* only one Bill, 
but such amendments as members mav choose to give will he considered, 
be«iuj»e there is no hiding Horn tin* fact that it will be ultimately tin* 
Government who will pass it Thev c an considei whaf to ae cypt and 
what not. 

The VCon’bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I..-1 it l» .l.f.rred 

foj ! hr present. 


. Mr. SPEAKER: Alt right. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do we understand that 
when the House meets again Government will give a definite assurance 
in regard to this matter ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The matter will be considered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: We do not want the 
matter to he postponed indefinitely. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon ble the Chief Minister, I beg to present the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The H oum* stands adjourned till 5-45 p.m. when 
the adjournment motion will he taken up. 

(At this stage the House war* adjourned till 5 - 4 A p.111.1 
(Alter <ul jnitrnim nl . ) 

Adjournment motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mi. Speaker, Sir, with 
your leave, I beg to move that the hiiMiiess of the House do adjourn 
for the purpose of discussing a definite mattei ot urgent public 
importance and of iceent occutmice. namely, the recrudescence and 
the extension of lioting with incendiarism and lawlessness in the 
district of Dacca, indicating the utter failure ot the Department of 
Daw anil Onler to control the situation and ensure protection of life 
and property in that district. 

Sir, the recent history of the riots in Dacca, black as it is in all 
conscience, divides iOelt into two chapters. The events beginning 
with the incidents of Monday, the 17th ot March, and ending w'ith the 
assurance of the Hon hie the Chief Minister in the other House on the 
28th of March constituted the first chapter. With that chapter my 
motion has very little connection. If I am referring to that chapter, 
it is only to suggest that the proceedings of that part constituted 
sufficient warning, and a protracted warning too. to the Government 
and the authorities responsible for the maintenance of law and order 
to be on the alert and to take proper precautionary measures so that 
the riots might not extend beyond the district town of Dacca. Sir, 
the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister in his statement the other day told 
this House — with what sense of responsibility I do not know — that the 
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Government were taken unawares. The Government, we were invited 
to believe, were taken unaware?* after all the riotous proceeding 
between the 17th and the 28th ot March ! Hut in fact, the lion* ble Chief 
Minister contradicted himselt when he said in course of that very 
statement that “it appeared that the exaggerated accounts ot what 
happened in Dacca and the news about tin* desecration of mosques 
reached those villages and there was a tense excitement pt wailing 
among the whole Muslim community, and it was with great difficulty 
that the officials had managed to keep the people under control. ” 
Surely, Sir, the Ilon’hle the Chief Minister cannot he expected to blow 
hot and cold in the same breath. Hither the officials were taken 
unawares or they were engaged in allaying tin* tension that came to 
prevail in the rural areas. The fact must he that either no precau- 
tionary measures were taken or that the stor\ of the officials tning to 
keep the people under control was a mere figment ot imagination. 

Now, Sir. let me pass on to the subject matter ot m\ motion under 
discussion, which relates, as 1 indicated before, to the second chapter 
of the riots, namely, to the reerudeHcemc and extension of riots to the 
rural areas ot Dacca. He tore 1 pas# on to this subject, 1 would preface 
my remarks by drawing the attention ot the House to three facts. In 
the first place, the House will remembci that the whole press was 
gagged by the 24th ot March, h\ tin* issue ot an order in the Extra- 
ordinary Gazette of that date placing a ban on the publication ot all 
news and e\en views about riots, excepting those that were censored. 
So, for the dissemination of the exaggerated news about the Dacca 
incidents in the rural areas, ccrtainh the press in this province was 
not responsible It must ha\c l>een due to the activities ot the local 
mischief-mongers who were known or should hu\e been known to the 
local authorities but who were allowed to carry on their propaganda 
unchecked. The second fact to which 1 would like to draw* the 
attention of the House is that the high and shining lights of the Dacca 
Party in the Government were missing here during the last days of 
the Budget Grant Discussions and. Sir, even the benign lustre that 
they went to shed in Dacia could not lead the authorities to trace those 
miscreants or mischief-monger* who were responsible for tin* dissemina- 
tion of exaggerated news of Dacca to the countryside. Thirdly, 1 
would refer to the statement that was made by the Thief Minister in 
the other House on the 28th of March. Sir. on his return from Dacca 
the Chief Minister made a statement on the aforesaid date to this 
effect, viz., that “a trunk telephone call received by him on Friday 
morning stated that everything was quiet anrl that things had 
improved.” So, the TTon’ble the Chief Minister lulled everybody to 
sleep, so far as the riot situation was concerned. If, Sir, there was 
tension prevailing in th» rural areas of Dacca in the last week of 
March, and if the local officials were really at grips with the situation, 
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how could the Chief Minister come and make a statement before the 
other Home that all w as quiet in Dacca ? He ought not to have at 
least withheld the information that the tension was growing in the 
rural areas of Dacca. But he did withhold that information. Then 
all of a sudden on the 4th of April — mind you, the riots in the rural 
areas started on the 1st of April — on the morning of the 4th of April 
in Calcutta we came to learn from a belated Associated Press message, 
dated the ‘Ird April, that “Mr. S. B. Hatch-Barn well, Additional 
District Magistrate of Dacca, had been admitted into the Mitford 
Hospital having been wounded in communal disturbances in a village 
near Khanapara railway station within Kaipuru thana in the Narayan- 
ganj subdivision. The disturbances according to information received 
here started on the night of April 1. A number of houses were reported 
to have been set on fire and looted. On receipt of information, the 
District Magistrate sent Mr. Hatch-Barn well with an armed force to 
the village.” Sir, nowadays, we can get information about an 
earthquake even in South America on the morrow of the incident. 
But look here, to what extent had the gagging ot the press gone? The 
Associated Press message giving the information of the starting of 
riots in the rural areas of Dacca was dated only April d, when the 
incidents started on April 1. And these informations were received 
in Calcutta on the morning of the 41 h, that is. h\ the time the riotous 
proceedings continued for at least three or four days. And the worst 
things happened b\ thut time. 

Now', what measures did the Government take tor the maintenance 
of public tranquillity and for the preservation of life and property 
of the people in the affected areas lwMween April 1 and April 4 Y 
Nothing appropriate and worth\ to he brought to light. The Associated 
Press message dated Dacca, April 4, published here on the 5th of April 
stated thut “Mr. Hatrh-Barnwell was attacked by a mob while trying 
to induce them to disperse. The mob assaulted him with lathif , 
inflicting severe injuries on the head and other parts of the body. The 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Mymensingh Range, and the 
officers of the Eastern Frontier Hides and the Suhdivisional Officer of 
Narayanganj with a large armed force arc non on the scene of occur- 
rence” ; that was on the 4th of April, full three days after the riot 
had started. Sir, this is an information that was not only furnished 
by the press hut it was corroborated by the official communique that 
was published on the fith afternoon. The official communique stated: 
“Strong forces of military and civil police were sent to the area by 
Friday morning. ” Notice, Sir; the riot started on Tuesday, that is, 
three days before. So far as Wednesday and Thursday were concerned, 
there was perfect abdication of the function of preserving life and 
property by the authorities responsible for t&e maintenance of law and 
order. It was only on Friday morning, the official communique admits. 
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that military and civil police were sent to the area, and in the 
intervening days, viz., Wednesday and Thursday, the rioters were 
gurely not at rest ; they continued their orgies of arson and 
incendiarism and looting, and proceeded with their triumphal march 
from one burnt and looted village to another! The Chief Minister in 
his statement tried to gloss over the admission in the communique by 
saying that strong forces were sent to that area. When? 1 am 
quoting from his statement : 

“On the drd April, the Inspector-General of Police, the Additional 
Superintendent of Police and the Assistant Commandant of 
the Eastern Frontier Hides with about PJA men extra went 
to the affected area and tried to round up these raiding 
hands.” 


Either the Chief Ministei must ha\e antedated the going of the 
Inspector-General of Police and other officers to the area by one day 
or the official communique was deliberately mistaken. For the official 
communique admitted that it was only on the 4th April, that is, 
Friday morning, that the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Dacca 
Range, and others went to the place Then the Hon hie Minister 
proceeded m his statement to say , “on the Mime day about 1(M) men 
of the Kastern Frontier Rifles and of the Armed Polite l'orce were 
requisitioned from Chittagong.” Rut when did they arrive, it is not 
mentioned It was therefore a paper measure. The statement 
continued : “and on the Ath the Inspector-General of Police proceeded 
to Dacca ” Here note tin* words “proceeded to Dacca” and not to 
the scene of devastation. Then, Sir, “additional police officers and 
men were called out from Burrackpnre and Howrah.” They might us 
well have been called out from Bihar and even the Punjab! Therefore, 
Sir, the measures that were taken up to the Ath April were only or 
mostly pa|H*r measures. Such measures continued to he taken even 
after that date, for it is said that “on the bth April, HM) policemen 
with a complement of officers were called out from Burdwun,” that 
is, after the worst things had happened tor days together But even 
after that it was not possible to institute a local enquiry. All that 
was possible was for the Inspector-General of Police to fly over the area 
and take a bird's eye view or make an aerial reconnaissance and from 
which even he came to the conclusion that there were widespread damage# 
and that “two large villages were burnt down as well as several smaller 
paras (localities)/’ But the Hon'hle the Chief Minister tried to 
minimise # the havoc by saying that only “two small para*,” not even 
the villages referred to by the Inspector-General of Police, hut only 
“two small paras 1 * wen* burnt down without any reference at all to 
the number of the other fmras or localities noticed by the Inspector- 
GnneraE Then. Sir, even the communique of the f»th April admitted 
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that no detailed information was available by that time. It must be 
concluded therefore that for the first few days of April if not for a week 
there was a perfect breakdown of the administration of law and order 
so far as rural Dacca was concerned. 

Then, Sir, the Hon'ble the Chief Minister further assured the House 
that there were only .‘1,000 refugees in Agartala : it was not three 
thousand, Sir. On that very day when he was making his statement 
at least three times three thousand, that is, nine thousand people were 
there as a press message from Agartala announced, and these nine or 
ten thousand people were bearing witness to the fact that an unworkable 
and positively harmful constitution was being worked by a set of 
•worthless and effete hands. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Sir, during the last four years 
or so we have discussed mans serious and weighty issues on the floor 
or this House. But the situation with which we are confronted 
to-day in this province, the question that is before us to-day, surpasses 
them all in point of seriousness and significance, inasmuch as it relates 
to the fundamentals of any civilised (Jovernment, viz., the maintenance 
of law and order, and the assurance ot elementary protection to lite and 
property. 

Sir, it is the responsibility ot all ot us not to uggra\ate the situation 
.by any over-exaggerated account ot what lias happened. But with all 
restraint, 1 cannot help being overwhelmed with the tragedy ot the 
situation in many areas of the province, mainly in the district of Dacca 
at present. And we shall he tailing in our duly to thU House uni to 
our constituencies if we did not apprise the (ioveinmeni ot t lie panic 
which has overtaken a large section ot the people and ot their growing 
lack of confidence in tin* ability or willingness of the Government to 
assure them adequate protection against unbridled lawlessness. 

Sir, within the short time at my disposal it would not be possible to 
give details about the actual incidents ot the rioting. Some id the 
honourable member* who will sjxuik after me will. I hope, mention 
such details. 1 need only say that the slaughter of precious numan 
lives in tin 1 most gruesome manner has, in the area affected, become an 
event of almost daily occurrence; the most wanton destruction of 
property is going on; people see before their very eyes property that 
it took generations to build up being burnt to ashes in the flash of an 
-eye; cash and valuables are being looted by riotous mobs with impuuity, 
and even the poor man's wretched shelter and his most scanty belong- 
ings are being destroyed, and he is being reduced to complete destitu- 
tion. No wonder that the residents of village after village which 
have been reduced to charred heaps are floeing in panic to other areas 
ior safety, leaving behind them all they possessed in the world and 
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sometimes leaving in confusion some of the family members or children. 
On top of this, forcible conversion of people is also reported from 
various quarters. In the affected area the rule of law has given way 
to the rule of the outlaw. And while all this goes on, while law and 
order — which was made much of, and for which a special responsibility 
was created at the time the present constitution was framed— -while 
that law and order is cast to the winds, and lawlessness spreads over 
wider areas, leaving everywhere behind it a trail of murder, burning, 
looting, etc., the machinery of the Government has proved itself unable 
even after a lapse of over three weeks since the trouble first started, to 
bring the riot situation under control. We are assured by the Govern- 
ment that the situation is being brought under control, it would be 
good news, if true; but even to-day the papers report a serious case of 
incendiarism in Bhagyakul. 

So far as the subject matter of the motion is concerned, the Govern- 
ment have in so many words admitted that they have so far failed to 
control the situation and to ensure protection to life and property. 
I realise that if a riot suddenly develops over wide areas, it takes some 
little time to institute necessary measures for putting it down. Even 
so, the question i* whether such measure* were taken with the prompti- 
tude and firmness which the situation demanded. 

Sir, 1 will not go into the details, as my friend, Mr. Hui i’haudlmri, 
has done that before me. We on this side of the House are not satisfied 
that Government has taken all that was necessary to stop the riot. 
The development of events till now pioves our contention. Not only 
did Government not set out to ruthlessly put down lawlessness, hut 
practically all that they did was to leave matters to the local officers. 
And here we come up against the unpleasant fact in respect ot the 
morale of the officer.*. How this morale ha* detenoiated in the last 
four years or so is a matter I need not dilate upon. The attitude oi the 
Government us expressed both officially und privately, the actions of 
the Government, the many instances of transfers and supersession of 
officers on extraneous grounds, the unhealthy influence exercised by 
members of the party in power over officers, etc., are factors which, 1 
submit. Sir, are certainly not conducive to strengthening the morale 
of the officers, although a strong morale is an absolute necessity in 
dealing with a situation like this. In the light of these facts, is it not 
only natural that officers will he extremely hesitant about taking strong 
action in the event of a communal clash such as the present Y Further, 
the facts, that two Government officer* of high rank who were tackling 
the riot situation have been seriously injured, but that no drastic 
measures 5re yet reported to have been taken to apprehend and 
severely punish the assailants, coupled with the further fact that strong 
action. taken by an officer was followed by his immediate transfer 
from Dacca, are not by any means conducive to the strengthening of 
the "morale of the officers in the manner that is essential in this situation. 
13 
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The Government have, in justifying themselves, stated that previous 
riots were also not easily or quickly quelled. I maintain, Sir, that the 
analogy of past riots is fundamentally wrong. When those riots took 
place, the Government was not a responsible one. The executive was 
irresponsible then. But in the present case, the Ministry is one based 
on people’s suffrage, and the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, for one, has an 
unrivalled bold over his own community: he has very often claimed 
that lie has the province behind him. Besides mere force the present 
Government therefore have got the great advantage of an influence and 
hold over people. Why should that hold and that influence not be 
utilised to control the present situation? The previous Dacca riot, it 
is believed, lingered because the officials evinced a studied indifference. 
The fact that when people approached the authorities and requested 
protection against lawlessness the retort they were met with was: “Go 
to Gokul Bubu” or “go to the Congress” lends support to the view. 
1 hope the present Government do not propose to take up a similar 
attitude. 

Though the previous riots may in some cases have lingered for some 
time for reasons already mentioned, one striking fact is that once the 
authorities decided to do so they put it down with firm and uuick 
measures, the like of which the present Government have not so far 
instituted. Mr. Blundy’s firm action in regard to the Ponabalia riots 
is a good illustration of this. 

That Government are unpardonable indifferent and that they are 
not taking up matters seriously is elear from their attitude about the 
forced large-scale migrations and the plight of t lie migrators. His 
Highness the Maharaja of Tripura has shown great generosity and 
sympathy in sheltering these refugees at a considerable expense every 
day from his exchequer and in looking after them at the sacrifice of his 
personal romforts. His Highness has, in fact, been doing what it was 
undoubtedly the duty of Mr. Huq ’a Government to do. For this the 
whole nation should, 1 feel, express its gratefulness to His Highness. 
Mr. Huq’s Government, however, have not, so far as we are aware, even 
cared to send a word of thunks to the Maharaja, not to speak of deput- 
ing any officers to enquire about the conditions of the sufferers, to 
minister to their needs or of arranging to bring the refugees back to 
their own places. When 10,000 people have thus sought shelter under 
the Maharaja, is it not the duty of this Government to send contribu- 
tions for their relief and, in fact, to relieve His Highness as early as 
possible of a burden which really is not his, but which it is for this 
Government to shoulder? If members of their own community were 
in such distress, could Mr. Huq's Government ever have remained so 
indifferent? 

Government’s lack of close or con stant* touch with the situation was 
demonstrated by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy’s replies to 
certain questions. When asked as to what steps had been taken by the 
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police to mitigate the sufferings of the affected people, he said he wanted 
notice. When further asked whether schools and colleges had opened, 
lie replied, as before, that he wanted notice. This shows what scanty 
touch the Government are keeping with the events at Dacca, even 
though the situation is so serious. Further comment is needless. 

The Government have banned the publication of news. There 
might be justification for some control of news at a time like this. 
But the Chief Minister in the statement on the riots that he made in 
this House strangely enough chose two items of news in particular- 
one about desecration of mosques and the other, the number of 
casualties in each community — both of which were undoubtedly excit- 
ing material, though he himself thought, as would appear from the 
statement, that the information about desecration of mosques had led 
to the extension of riots to villages. This censoring of news agencies, 
and the non-publication of any authentic news by the Government 
themselves at the same time, have been producing certain most undesir- 
able effects. One of these, 1 am authoritatively informed, is an 
announcement by the German radio that revolution had started in 
Bengal. 

The statement, that the Chief Minister made the other day is 
eloquent of the Government's lack of touch with the actual situation 
and of their half-hearted attitude in bringing it under control. 
Unfortunately, I have not sufficient time at my disposal to fulls deal 
with it. But anybody who peruses it will be impressed by the luke- 
warmness of the Government in dealing with the riot situation, and of 
their generally indifferent and passive attitude towards sufferings mused 
In the riot. I may quote here one single illustration to show that the 
efforts of the Government in quelling the riots lack both energy and 
seriousness. 

Members of this House may still remember tin* crisis that overlook 
the Calcutta football world some time last \eur. Certain Moslem 
interests were also involved in this matter. Flow had the Government 
reacted then to this football crisis!' The Police Commissioner issued 
communiques. The Chief Secretary came down to Calcutta from 
Darjeeling. The Finance Minister, the Home Minister, the Prime 
Minister — they all also came down from Darjeeling to Calcutta. The 
Governor hurried back from his Bhutan tour to Darjeeling. Now-, Sir, 
the Calcutta football crisis, I submit, was not of any serious propor- 
tions, and certainly bears no comparison with the Dacca riot situation, 
yet the Government were moved to take prompt and energetic action. 
What have they done in comparison in the present crisis whose serious- 
ness raflnot be sufficiently exaggerated Y The conclusion is irresistible 
that the Government — whatever the reason may be — have not 
demonstrated a fraction of the anxiety, firmness and promptitude in 
taekling the Dacca riot situation that they exhibited when dealing with 
the football criaia. 
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Sir, we are to-day face to face with a situation which is the natural 
climax of a policy of insensible sectionalism followed by those who 
should, with the assumption of office, have acquired a corporate political 
sense*. The success of party Government depends upon the ability of 
each party on the assumption of office to feel that its power is a trust, 
not on behalf of any particular section of the community, but of the 
community as a whole. A party in power has to function as a Govern- 
ment and only the minimum of the exigencies of party politics are 
allowed to them. But here in Bengal, the majority party has carried 
on, as if the avowed purpose of the constitution is to divide the province 
into rulers and ruled and to enable the majority party to carry on; as 
if the lot of the minority party is only to be ruled. Times without 
number in the past have the Government been warned that their 
communal policy was creating a situation full of ugly possibilities. 
These warnings were unheeded. 1 do not mean to suggest that some 
of us have not at times betrayed a sectional or an unhelpful attitude. 
But a difference has to be made between the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in power and of that of the Opposition speakers, Undoubtedly 
the responsibility of the Government to pursue a police untainted by 
the communal virus .should be paramount. But instead of this being 
the ease, communal ism was allowed to glow and gather strength. The 
situation was ho highly charged that only a >%j>nrk was needed to ignite 
the communal powder magazine into open tlanies. And the proud 
boast of tin* Government that their administration is untainted b\ any 
communal disturbances or conflicts has been rudely dashed to pieces by 
the occurrences in the Dacca district. 

I do not intend to dilate further on past blunders. But I sincerely 
hope and trust that the Government will yet take heed of the warnings 
of past events, and he prompted to take resolute action to ruthlessly put 
down lawlessness. Unless law-abiding citizens can be assured of 
security in the shape of protection to their lives and properties, I 
shudder to think of the future in store for us. It is futile to indulge 
in the hope that constitutional powers could he utilised for riding 
roughshod over the feelings and rights of certain sections of the people. 
People, however peaceful, will not continue to acquiesce in sut*h a 
situation for long. They will only be driven to devise their own 
remedies, whose probable repercussions on society 1 dare not think of. 

I am glad that the Prime Minister has made an appeal, although 
belated, to the public to co-operate with him, and has also expressed the 
Government’s determination to take the most drastic >teps to briug the 
riot situation under control. His earnestness and sincerity' will, 
however, be tested by the promptitude and the vigour of the measures 
he adopts to put down the riots and also in affording adequate relief 
to those who have become destitutes as a result of rioting. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat ) 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY* Sir, may 1 suggest that there 
should be some speeches from the Government side? it is rather 
unfair that they should sit tight when speeches are made from this 
side of the House. 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 have listened 
with very close attention to the speeches that have been just delivered 
by friends opposite. 1 had no mind this afternoon to take part in this 
debate, but lor certain vague remarks in which the members have 
indulged this afternoon. The Hon'ble Chief Minister of the Govern* 
ment of Hengal will answer the charges. Cor me it will be necessary 
only to refer to certain misleading points which have created au 
impression in the public mind that the Government of Hengal have 
ceased to function. Mr. Nalini Kanjaii Sarker in his characteristic 
fashion remarked just now that the Gorman radio reported that there 
was revolution in Hengal We are not swearing by the Gcrmuns or 
b\ the Nazis. At the present moment we are grappling with the 
realities of t lie situation that confronts us. 1 will not introduce at 
the present moment anv heat into the debate. Personally 1 nuv that 
the situation is really verv serious and grave I expected that all 
sections of this House would combine and pool their resouices to get 
out of the serious tangle that confronts us at the present moment. Hut 
opposition for the sake of opposition, condemnation of tin* Government 
for the sake of condemnation, has ever been the policy that has been 
pursued l>\ the Opposition. When Knglund was threatened with a 
crisis, leaders of various groups combined and closed up their ranks 
to put up a united front to combat the growing menace of Hitlerism 
that was threatening the extinction of Knglund. We expected at any 
rate the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Coalition 
Group, with a clear vision and imagination of the v;ist possibilities 
that lav before them, might have combined and pooled their resources 
in the right dilection. Instead of that, an adjournment motion has 
been tabled for the purpose of discrediting the Hengal Government. 
So long as Mr. Nalini Kanjan Sarker, the member for the* Hengal 
National ( liamber of Commerce, was a member of the Cabinet, the 
Government were functioning for three years most smoothly withoul 
any disturbance in the countrv, but now that Mr. Sarker is not a meml**r 
of the Cabinet, the Government have failed to function pioperJv. Sir, 
the situation is realh grave. To us, Mussulmans, everv life, Hindu, 
Muslim or Christian, is precious. We believe in the language of the 
Koran. Whoever kills a soul, except in the requirements of justice or 
for removing corruption from the land, kills all humanity. Whoever 
saves a soul, saves all humanity. Whether a Hindu life is destroyed 
oi a Muslim life, whether a Muslim mosque is desecrated or a Hindu 
temple, or a Christian church, or a Jewish synagogue, we must have 
pothing but emphatic condemnation of this wanton desecration and 
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the miscreants responsible for it. Etery sensible man, every sensible 
citizen, must rise to the height of the occasion, must take a detached 
and dispassionate view of the whole situation, free from prejudice and 
passion — prejudice and passion that very often colours the vision of 
many a sober politician. But what is the attitude of the Opposition? 
There is now a move to appeal to the Governor of the province to 
suspend the constitution under certain sections of the Government of 
India Act. My friends conveniently forget that in a more serious and 
desperate situation which confronted the minorities in the Congress- 
governed provinces, where minorities, who had no quarter, no shelter, 
no recognition, no appreciation, no encouragement, no facilities, were 
oppressed, and tortured with every refinement of cruelty and barbarous 
savagery and deprived of their legitimate political and social rights. 
When these minorities raised a cry of distress, there was no move 
anywhere for the suspension of the Constitution. Perhaps because a 
Muslim is at the helm of affairs in this province that this cry is raised. 
If the position of the Hon’ble Chief Minister were to be occupied by a 
Hindu gentleman on that side of the House, perhaps everything would 
have been (). K. and perfectly all right, het the Hon ble Chief 
Minister declare on the floor of the House that there will be a 
reshuffling of the Cabinet and as a result my Hindu friends opposite 
will come to occupy positions of responsibility and honour, there will 
Ive no trouble*-- - 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Question! 

Mr. 8YE0 BADRUDDUJA: Why question? You may question 
for all time, but the fact remains. You cannot question facts, \uu 
cannot question truth, \ou cannot question the eternal principles of 
life upon which the structure of human ei\ llisation has been reared up. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : What an apostle of truth to-day! 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 mu sorry to interrupt you. We have to adjourn 
now for prayer. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 1 •’»' minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA. Sir, in the heat and turmoil of an 
agitated House, in the feverish excitement of a tense atmosphere,. 1 
would refrain from making any observation# or remarks that might 
wound the feelings of any section of this House. But I feel, Sir, that 
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we have got to seriously view the whole situation in all its bearings 
and implications: we are here not fo disguise matters: we are here 
not to conceal any facts that have got a direct bearing upon the grave 
situation that now prevails at Dacca : we mince no matters. Sir, we 
are here to condemn in no uncertain terms the civilised madness and 
frenzy of all oppressors and tyrants as also all acts of tyranny that are 
perpetrated in any society in any part of this province. The cry of 
distress, from whatever source it comes, is always pathetic and touch- 
ing. Even the agonies of England, the agonies of the various civilised 
countries of Europe that .have been quartered and slaughtered by the 
modern methods of Nazi oppression has produced a deep impression 
upon the public mind in Bengal. But, Sir, this cry of distress coming, 
as it does, from the blood of our own blood, the bone of our own 


bone, the flesh of our own flesh, gains in pathos all the more, produc- 
ing a penumbra of mournful twilight all around. But when my friends 
were expressing their sympathy for those homeless wanderers that 
have gone to Agartala, they forgot that the unfortunate Mussulmans 
who had been wounded, who had been murdered, who had been shot 


down dead were even larger in numbers than the Hindus, but they bad 
no quarter, no shelter anywhere and even there was no expression of 
sympathy for them in their calamity. Sir, the honourable the mover 
of the motion has referred to the shelter given by Agartala to the 


refugees from Bengal, but he has forgotten the important fact that 
Agartala by having given shelter to a section only ot the people has 
not encouraged the true principles of hospitality , hut has rather en- 


couraged sedition and revolution at the present moment 

t T.aughtei from the Opposition Benches.! You may laugh in your 
sleeves, laugh for all time to come, laugh for all eternity; but lie 
laughs best who laughs Iasi, and I resene that fund of laughter for 
the occasion which is confronting you very soon. The position at the 
present moment is how* are you going to tackle the situation Y You 
sav I hat (iovernnicnt Ini', not tackled the situation properly und 
promptly ; it is. Sir, an absolutely incorrect statement. As the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy stated on tin* floor of the House only day 
before yesterday, on the 1st of April when the riots started, on that 
very dav a telegram was sent and the next morning the officer i it 
charge of the Baipura police-station was wired and directed to tuke 
necessary action He mobilised all the police force near about, and 
that very night at H p in. the Additional District Magistrate hurried 
to the scene of action. The next morning the Additional Superin- 
tendent of Police with fifty men went to the scene of occurrence, and 
after that various police forces from Barrackpore, Burd wan and 
Chittagong poured in. It is yet said. Sir, that Government did not 
take any action. Some time ago, the Congress Government of Bombay 
waa confronted with communal troubles of a more desperate character, 
and the riots continued thire not for a day or two but for months 
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together, and there was recrudescence of that trouble even thereafter 
resulting in the loss of precious human lives for a very long time. Is 
the situation here more extraordinary, is the situation here more 
desperate, is the situation here more serious than the situation that 
confronted the Hindus and Mussalmans of Bombay only one or two 
years ago? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May we know what is 
relevant to the Bombay situation ? Is that to justify this Govern- 
ment’s taking a retaliation ? 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, if the Government is more strict 
here, my friends opposite come forward and contend that the Govern- 
ment is bureaucratic, that the Government is harsh and severe, that 

the Government is reactionary, that the Government is not responsive 
to the needs and requirements of the people, and that the Government 
is not sympathetic to the demands and aspirations of the people. On 
the other hand, if the Government allows time for the wounds to heal 
up, if the Government allows the local leaders to ease the tension, 
immediately they come forward with the charge that the Government 
is imbecile, that the Government is idiotic, that the Government is 
impotent. It is very difficult, Sir, to escape criticism. Even though 
Government may do sufficient good, it will not esca]>e criticism. But, 
Sir, l also charge the Government of Bengal with weak-kneed policy 
with which it has been charged by my friends opposite, but that I 
do, not for its having failed to deal with the present situation. There 
I congratulate the Government for the bold stand it has tuken. I 
congratulate the Government for the prompt action it has taken. I 
congratulate the local officers for the drastic steps they have taken to 
quell the disturbances, but 1 charge the Government for having 

allowed roaming politicians to wander throughout the length and 

breadth of the country, disintegrating the communal concord that used 
to prevail in our countryside, disturbing the communal harmony, 
polluting the peaceful atmosphere, corrupting the whole situation and 

poisoning the very springs of life (lsmd cries of “Shame! shame!” 

from the Coalition Benches. > 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. What about the cowardice 
of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister in not curbing the communal activi- 
ties of his own co-religionists and the temerity of his own utterances? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask both sides of the House to exercise 
the utmost patience at a time when we are discussing this very deli- 
cate but serious question. 
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Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir. I do not for a moment oast any 
reflections on Congress people as having fomented communal troubles, 
but I stand by it that the Government of Bengal committed the 
greatest blunder in not having curbed beforehand the political mas- 
queradings of a person who had the hardihood and the temerity to 
foment communal troubles throughout the province 

(At this stage there was tremendous shouting and cries of "Hear! 
hear!” from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would again ask you, gentlemen, to have more 
patience on this occasion at least. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir. I do not for a single moment 
cast any reflections on my friends of the Congress persuasion; they 
have not incited any communal feelings; they have not poisoned the 
atmosphere; they have not complicated the situation ut all. 
I have had the pri\ilege of establishing a personal contact 
with some of my Congress friends for whom 1 have great 
respect. But people of a certain denomination, people of o 
certain school of political thought have been let loose upon 
our simple countrymen, and as a result w f e now find devasta- 
tion and ruin in the countryside It would be in tbe fitness of things, 
Sir, if the Government of Bengal were much bolder, if the Govern- 
ment of Bengal took courage in both hands ami pursued a bolder 
policy and with a stern and iron band curbed the activities of these 
people so 1 hat these disturbances might become a thing of the past. 
(Loud (lies of “Hear! hear!” from the Coalition Benches. > 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mr. Speaker. Sir imp I tell 
Mr. Badrudduja at the outset that if a Hindu Chief Minister was func- 
tioning to-day, it the Minister in charge of Law and Order was a 
Hindu, and if due to Hindu aggression the Muslim community in 
Bengal had suffered in the same way (Cries of “They are also 
suffering” from the Coalition Benches.) May I g<» on undisturbed, 
Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 would appeal to even member of the House to 
exercise control over himself. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Even in that case 1 would have 
raised my voice of protest against Government and justified the motion 
al>out the utter failure of the Department of Law and Order in the 
same %av as I intend to do to-day. Further, Sir, we are not interested 
in the change of Ministry or the suppression of Ministry, 
tyhat we are interested in to-day is the security of life 
and property of the Bengalis—be they Hindus, be they 
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Mussalmans, or be they persons domiciled at the present time in 
Bengal. The real question before us is whether the iGovernment that 
is in charge of law and order has justified its existence and taken the 
necessary steps for maintaining law and order and for preserving the 
security of life and property in this province of Bengal. Let us, there- 
fore, just look at some of the facts. The honourable mover has said 
that the first chapter of the episode began on the 17th of March in 
Dacca. Let us examine the facts instead of trying to make sweeping 
allegations. Let facts be our guide. On the 17th of March, a tense 
situation was perceived in some quarters in the town of Dacca. The 
Superintendent of Police was told by some responsible members of 
the Peace Committee on the 17th March that there was a chance of a 
widespread riot breaking out in some places. And although I do not 
say that he deliberately put aside that suggestion, he was not in the 
know us to how much bad communal feeling existed between the two 
communities at that time. He thought that those were stray cases 
of assault. The next fact that 1 would place before the House is that 
on Tuesday afternoon leading shops of Chakbazar were looted and the 
first shop looted was that of Sashilal Mahilal Saha. It was in daytime 
that it was looted and the Chakbazar outpost was not farther than the 
outside gate of this House. We all know that just opposite that shop 
there wus a bank from which telephones were being sent out for 
getting help, but no help came. On Tuesday it continued; throughout 
the whole of Wednesday it continued. I would like to he enlightened 
as to what is the justification that though during Tuesday and Wednes- 
day looting was going on and arson was going on in the Chakbazar in 
front of an outpost and when information was sent, yet the city police, 
the armed police, or the military was not there to prevent it. Sir, 
articles worth lakhs and lakhs of rupees had been carried away. They 
could not have been carried awa\ from the neighbourhood of the city 
of Dacca in a day or two, and they could not have been removed even 
now. May I ask, what the Department of Law and Order is doing 
regarding tracing the looted property and apprehending the miscreants ? 
If that is not an utter failure on the part of the Department of Law 
and Order to be inactive or to be unable to do anything, I do not 
know what it is. I hud a discussion over it with some of the high local 
officials, and when asked I said that either the explanation is that all 
the officers, the police officers, the military and other officers were 
paralysed or made speechless or there is some other complicity in the 
matter which alone can explain it. 1 am not here to suggest what it 
is. I am sure this will have to he explained as to how looting and 
arson can go on in the city for two days together without any of the 
myriads of representatives of law and order being there to prevent it. 

The next thing that I will mention is this. In the interior warning 
was given and I had also discussed with responsible officials and 
responsible persons who told me that there was a chance of this thing 
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spreading out in the interior. I do not know what steps have been 
taken. We pause to know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Law 
and Order what steps have been taken. Now, Sir, what are the facta 
there? On the 1st April (Tuesday) villages Radhanagar Bazar, Baber- 
char and Rahimabad were looted and I know that from the railway 
station, if not from other telegraph offices, wires were sent that the 
situation was very threatening and looting was going on. Then on the 
2nd April village after village was raided and the following villages, 
namely. Hairmara, Noharcliar, Shahebnagar, Noadia, Chandpasha, 
Latterbow. Amirabad and Saripur were looted and burnt. On Thurs- 
day, i.<\, on the 3rd April, villages Methikanda, Srirampur, Monohar- 
pur, Haripur, Meratali, Raipura, Radhapur, Hashimpur, Kurerpar, 
Shapmara, Pirijkandi, Srinidhi, Pirpur, Raipura, Buherchar, Puharpur, 
Muchapur, Chanderkandi, Radhanagar and Rahimabad were looted and 
burnt. Pticca buildings were burnt 1 have got the names of own era 
of the houses which were attacked, burnt and looted. They were of 
Mahesh Chandra Pal of Raipur, Murari Mohan Roy of Raipur, Iswar 
Chandra Roy of Raipur. Mahim Chandra Roy of Raipur, Mukunda 
Mohan Roy of Raipur, Suresh Chandra Pal *»f Methikandi, Kanendra 
Chant! i a Chakrubarty of Methikandi, Jngut Chandra Choudhurv of 
Hashimpur, Raj Kumar Pal Choudhurv of Radhanagar, Hari Krishna 
Pal Choudhurv of Hashimpur and Saehindru Chamlra Das of 
Slmpmui t This was going on on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd April. 1 have a 
letter written on the 4th by a man, and 1 will read out the letter which 
is in Bengali 

zr tt t OT firm fa 'jivw 

vr ^ i f^r^n fMtfre i ^ 

r$T3 r 4 sfaTOS, fa* Police <3 Military ilO**TC* 

inactive V XU I 

This was on Friday, (in Saturda\ I am reading a letter written 
by the Head Master of the Shibpur High School -“Communal riot has 
broken out. Hindu houses of Saripur, Jolpur. Noadia, Baher- 
char and Musapur were burnt and destroyed.” He is writing 
from Panchpaika on Saturday at about J) a.m. May 1 pause 

for one moment? I say from the statements made by those 
who had come to Narainganj as well as to Coinilla and 

Akhaura that for 2 or 3 days before some friendly Muslims were giving 
them a warning that all these things were going to happen. So, it 
cannot be said, first of all, when it is continuing for 3 or 4 days together 
— a # week to-day — and when we find that organised gangs are going 
about, that this happened £t the heat of the moment. This gentleman 
also got news that the turn of Panchpaika was on Saturday, but it was 
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not burnt on that day. He says: “Just now at about 9 a.m. I am 
sending* ray family with Jnan Babu and others. This is a reign of 
terror. The military and the police are inactive.” I have also got 
other letters, one of which I shall read out, because it is no good making 
speeches and giving airy views. Facts speak for themselves. Here 
also they say — [Mr. Fazi.ur Rahman (Dacca): We would like to have 
a look at these letters.] Yes, all these letters; you are welcome to read 
all these letters. One man is writing from Agartala. He says: — 

c*n?t wtw ^tQ 6 f stunts ^ 

SR7 Tf?T3 *n i 

This is the letter written to his son. These are postcards in which 
nobody will be able to suggest that something has been put in. 
(Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan: Does it say that Muhammadan 

houses were not burnt?) If untortunateh an> Muhammadan 
had a house in Hindu quarters, it may have been burnt, but 
as you know in the Chakbazur there were Muslim shops 
which were not looted. So was it written outside these 
shops. Therefore, there is organisation about it. I have mentioned 
that there was time enough for the Department of Law and Order to 
be active. Rut why was nothing done? How is it that the Ministers 
who had at public expense during their tours gone there and preached 
alsiut Islam in danger and Pakistlum could not on this occasion go 
there? Even now let the Ministers go out and tell the people there that 
it k no good burning villages by crying Pakisthan, Allah O'Akfmr and 
llindnko maro, that all that is wrong, and that the Government of this 
province will not tolerate it. Let the Ministers come along. Let us 
go over t here and tell the people to stop. Otherwise, these things 
won’t stop. I have a shrewd suspicion that persons who have carried 
on 

(At this stage, the member ha\ing reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir. for the last 
four years we have been silting in this Assembly Hnll deliberating over 
many things, but the discussion that is taking place to-night is to me 
the most calamitous that 1 have ever thought of. We on this side of 
the House — and I am speaking on l>ehalf of the Krkhuk Proja Party — 
have certainly hated all talk of conununalism. We dreamt of better 
days with our erstwhile leader, the present Thief Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq. We hoped and we dreamt that under his 
leadership a non-communal Government would function in this province 
and that lie as Leader and Chief of the Government would create an 
atmosphere in this country (Cries of “Oh ! oh,” from the Coalition 
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Beaches.) I can easily reply to these interruptions. But I don’t want 
to. Please listen to me, and then go to your respective homes and in 
the silence there think over the matter. 

Sir, t hat was our dream. But unfortunately we found that after 
Mr. Fazlul Huq became the Chief Minister, he was drawn to the side of 
the League. Sir, I am not holding any brief for either the Muslim 
League which stands on one platform or for the Hindu Mahasabha 
which stands on another platform. I believe, and 1 speak very frankly, 
that these two organisations have created an atmosphere throughout 
the length and breadth of the whole of India — I am not confining 
myself to this province alone — in which we are tasting a hit 
of the fruits ot the agitations that they carry on. Sir, riots 

had taken place in the pre-autonomv days and on those 
occasions I had, so far as in me lay, to give some succour to the people 
in the afflicted areas. I know what desecrations took place and what 
sufferings were undergone by the people in those days. But 1 never 
expected that in these days of provincial autonomy a disorder of the 
kind that had broken out at the present moment would be allowed to 
go on. Muslim mle, PakiMhan rule, llndustliau rule -all these 

tall talks have been thrown to the winds. At present, the tjomida rule 
has taken place! (Cries ot “Hear! heat!*' from the Congress and 
Krishak Proja Party Benches.) Let us see what is the position at 
Dacca. The Muslims feel that the mosques have been desecrated, the 
Koran has been damaged, Muslim houses have Wen burnt and Muslims 
have been killed. On the other hand, the Hindus feel that financially 
they have been losers mueh more than the Muslims, and they are think- 
ing of areas where Hindu houses have been burnt and Hindu lives have 
been lost. Only a few days back we learnt that the riots bad spread 
to the villages. What will be the aftermath of all these things? The 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Uuij bus issued a statement saying that the news 
of the desecration of mosques and of the Koran reached the villages. 
Perhaps this has been the cause of riots in the villages. Sir, to me it 
seems that the real trouble began at the toddykhan/i. It is very funny 
that the toddukhaiui was the place where the trouble originated. Tbe 
Hindu ami Muslim tankhorr * fell out there, and the trouble spread 
elsewhere and the people in big places all enjoyed. Sir, 1 feel that the 
action that has now been taken by Government tor bringing military 
and police from different places should have been taken long before 
when the first riot broke out at Dacca. Irrespective of persons and 
personalities men who were supposed to be at the head of riotous mobs 
should have been clapped into the prison. I believe Mr Syed 
Badruddi^a referred to Dr. Syarnaprasad Mookerjee. I had tbe 
advantage of reading some of his statements and some of his reports 
thafr were published in the papers. If these were correctly reported, I 
believe that tbe Government were not properly functioning in tho*e 
days because Dr. Mookerjee should not have been allowed to go round 
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the countryside and say that the country should be prepared for a bloc 
bath, and so on. He should have been taken to prison long before 
So also our Chief Minister should not have said ut Lucknow — a plac 
which is in a separate province, outside his own jurisdiction — that ; 
the Hindus of the United Provinces were to ill-treat the Muslims thert 
“saUtna” would take place in Bengal. My Mussulman friends on th 
Coalition side perhaps are thinking that Dr. Mookerjee is talking lik 
that to get places for his Hindu countrymen. I am warning you a] 
that if you do not stop these riots now, a day is sure to come soone 
or later when the whole of India will be in flames. J cannot under 
stand, when Hitler conquered the whole of Poland in Id or 17 days 
when Great Britain which is still ruling the country has not given u] 
its functions, when British bayonets are still ruling this country, whei 
British ships are still guarding the shores of India, when the Britisl 
Army and Indian troops can go to Benghazi within a few' days, hov 
Indian Ministers and British troops here could not stop the disturbance) 
which have been going on for the last 2d days. It is to the utte: 
shame of us all that this is so. If the Hon’ble the Chief Minister hat 
so desired, he could have suspended the sittings of the Assembly. Th< 
Ministers should have gone to Dacca and all the members should hav< 
placed themselves at the disposal of Hindus and Moslems and thei 
stopped the riots from spreading to the countryside. I apprehend thai 
the riots which are spreading in the mufassal of Dacca may not 1>€ 
stopped there. Here in Western Bengal the Hindus who are in 8 
majority might think that they might terrorise the Mussulmans whc 
are in a minority. This shameful thing should not he allowed to uc 
on under Provincial Autonomy where responsible Ministers are func- 
tioning. May I ask the Hon’ble Mr. Failul Huq whether it is his 
Government P After all, whatever news will spread will go to prove 
that Mr. Fazlul Huq has not been able to quell the disturbances. I am 
glad to learn, however, that at present the step that has been taken so 
far as Narsingdi is concerned is a step in the right direction, but I sub- 
mit that this step ought to have Wen taken long Wfore. 

Then, Sir, there is another apprehension in the public mind. I say 
w'itli a great sense of responsibility that although those people who are 
working as leaders of the Hindu and Muhammadan communities 
belonging either to the Congress or the Krishak Proja Parties may not 
find any place and may not function in the communal affairs of the 
province, there are others who are to-day masquerading as leaders of 
the Hindu or the Muhammadan community and sowing seeds of com- 
munal discord in the minds of the members of both the communities. 
Sir, I bad no mind to bring in the name of any individual* person in 
this debate, but I am sorry to refer to the activities of Dr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee. I knew, Sir, what he was before, but within recent times 
I find that he has become the leader of the great Hindu community. 
So also there are persons amongst the Mussalmans who are aspiring to 
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become the leaders of the Muslim community by raising the false cry 
of “Islam in danger” ; but the tragedy of their cry is that if ever Islam 
be in danger, they will be a hundred yards off from that danger. By 
raising that cry of ‘‘Islam in danger” they simply try to create a situa- 
tion in the country by which they may either secure votes for themselves 
or establish a position for themselves by which they will be acclaimed 
as leaders of the Muslim community. This is the unfortunate state of 
affairs in our country at the present time, and in this dependent country 
of ours our twenty-five friends on my left who represent our rulers are 
taking the fullest advantage of our communal frenzy by siding with the 
Hindus at one time and with the Muslims at another, thus perpetuating 
our bondage and our slavery for all time to come. Therefore, Sir, 1 
would most respectfully and humbly ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
of Bengal really to be the Chief Minister of the Hindus and Mussalmans 
of Bengal. (Cries of “He is! he is!” from the Coalition Benches.) I 
know he is not. Only the other day the Hindus assembled in the Town 
Hall and demanded that the Chief Minister should go. I do not like 
that our Muslim Chief Minister should give the least scope to the 
Hindus to cry out with one voice for turning him out of office. My 
point is, why should Mr. Fuzlul Huq allow such a situation to develop 
as to give the Hindus of Bengal a scope for such misunderstanding ? 
Sir, I may have my political differences with my erstwhile leader, but 
I may tell him that I have all tin* love and affection for him which my 
friends on the other side profess to have, possibly more, because 1 spent 
the best part of my life in his compuny. But, Sir, this is an occasion 
which calls for truth and truth alone. I know inv friends have been 
crying fur jihad, well, even if \ou can speak out the truth, that also is 
a part ol jihad 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Who talked of anagram ? 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: 1 know you will be a thousand 
miles off from sangram just as you have been in the past, and in this 
connection I would refer to certain past incidents. Where were von 
in those days? Where were you when that unfortunate incident 
happened at Kulakati in Bakarganj? Mr. Fuzlul Huq and I went 
there to defend those helpless people. (Cries of “There were many 
more” from the Coalition Benches.) May be, but not you. However, 
8ir, I will not go into that question any more. 

With all humility, Sir, I would remind Mr. Fazlul Huq again as 
to what I told him in the past in public as well as in private and also 
during the three months I had the honour of being in the Cabinet 
I told him on the floor of this House as well as elsewhere that possibly 
the communal leaders were trying to side-track the real issue before 
the country. Everybody knows that the jute problem and ihe nriouk 
'taxation measures of Government . have developed a situation in the 
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country resulting in intense Krishak-Proja agitation, and it is with a 
view to side-track that great issue which is now staring us all in the 
face that my European friends are eager to see the birth of a baneful 
counter-agitation to confuse that real issue before the country, and 
with that end in view they welcome leaders like Colonel Lawrence of 
Arabian notoriety who established his supremacy over that country by 
inciting the people to rise up in rebellion against the Sultan of Turkey. 
That is why I find to-day new leaders with the slogan of “Islam in 
danger” amongst us, and that is why I find to-day oommunal leaders 
cropping up amongst the Hindus as well. I would, therefore, ask 
Mr. Fazlul Huq in all humility to rise equal to the occasion and with a 
stern hand stop these communal riots at once. I am quite in agreement 
with the steps that he has taken at the present moment, for it has been 
quite in thef fitness of things with a view to stopping the disturbances 
now going on in Dacca. I would also implore my Hindu friends as well 
as my Muslim friends no more to wash the dirty linen; blood has already 
been shed at Dacca. Let us together find out ways and means by 
which these disturbances can be permanently put a stop to, no matter 
whether the Hindus are aggressors or the Muslims are. Let us also 
make the best endeavour and offer our wholehearted co-operation in 
re-establishing communal harmony which it will he impossible for any 
communal body, Hindu or Muslim, to disturb in future. And in con- 
clusion 1 would in all humility ask Mr. Fazlul Huq to do all that is 
possible for him to bring about that happy end. 

Dr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, as 1 rise 
to speak on the adjournment motion 1 am confronted with certain 
personal attacks which are. characteristics of that quarter from which 
such attacks emanate. Sir, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed has just pointed 
out that it was only during the last eighteen months that it has been 
my lot to speak inside this Legislature or outside in defence of the 
rights and liberties of the Hindus of this province. I would give 
this assurance to this House that whatever attempts may be made by 
interested persons to distort my speeches and utterances, in none of 
the speeches that 1 have delivered I have attacked the Muslim 
community as such. (Cries of “Question, question” from the Coali- 
tion Benches.) Important meetings which I have addressed in 
different parts of the province were attended by thousands of persons, 
aud in almost every meeting there have been hundreds and thousands 
of Mussulmans (Cries of “Question, question” from the Coalition 
Benches.) who after the termination of the meeting came to me and 
said that the point of view which I had given expression ~to was 
certaiuly something which they were entitled to listen to. It was not 
a question of attacking the Muslim community as such, but it was a 
question of exposing the policy of the present Ministry which, I 
consider, has been deliberately aimed during the last three yean at 



Crippling the legitimate rights and liberties of tie Hindus. And it 
I have done that, Sir, in the discharge of what I consider to be one 
ef my sacred duties, I am not ashamed of what f have done. 


Now, Sir, the question comes if I have been responsible to a certain 
extent for the present disturbances at Dacca. (Cries of “Surely, 
surely “'from the Coalition Benches.) May I refer to the Star of India 
articles which was published on the 4th of March before the riots 
commenced and which cannot he distorted because it appeared in cold 
print and on the pages of a newspaper which is patronised hv the 
Government of Bengal. It has said, referring to the Hindus, “The 
time has come to the little rats to know that the lion is not dead, only 
sleeping; the challenge is to l>e accepted; the enemy is to be met on 
its own ground; Mussulmans cannot resort to meanness and trickeries 
which characterise their political enemies; the Hindus will set* to whom 
Bengal belongs; they shall be taught the lesson they need.” And 
what is happening in Dacca is the lesson which they want to teach 
us. 


lict me now pass on to that area in the subdivision of Narainganj 
the disturbances of which are the subject-matter of this adjournment 
motion. I do not want to leave Dacca town. 1 am prepared to refer 
to the details of the Dacca town, and I am as much ashamed at the 
desecration of the mosques as I should have been ashamed of repeated 
desecration of Hindu temples for the last 100 years in Bengal and in 
other provinces. I do not want that any religious institutions will 
be touched by any community. I want communal concord and 
harmony in this province and in India. We have to live as brothers; 
we have to live as men who understand each other's point of view and 
not as one community which tries only to subordinate the interests of 
the other communities for the purpose of advancement of its own 
interest. (“Hear! hear!” from Congress Benches.) 

Sir, with regard to the persons dead — no doubt twice the official 
statements have announced that t lie number of persons killed is larger 
among the Muslim community — this morning I received information 
over the telephone and I begged of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister to have 
it verified that the figure which has been given is not correct and that 
the number of persons killed among the Hindus and the Muslims is 
almost equalised to-day. (A voice from the Coalition Benches: 
“Question.”) You may question it, hut that is the information I have 
received. 


(Thei$ was much interruption at this stage.) 


Mr. WEAKER: May 1 hope that at least in this House everv 
section is entitled to be heard and there will be no interruption? 
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Dr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: What I would like to say 
is this, that the heart of every honest man would go out in the deepest 
sympathy for every person killed, be he a Hindu or a Muslim or a 
Christian. (Cheers from Opposition Benches.) We do not want that 
there should be any trouble. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: You are the creator of all 
troubles. 

Dr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: You have no*right to say 
that. It is you who are creating troubles. Ask your conscience. 

(At this stage there was great confusion and interruption from the 
Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Don't behave like representatives 
of hooligans. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: You are so. 

(There was interruption from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, please. All I hope is that you will 
not create a riot in the Assembly. May I l>eg of vou not to transfer 
the riot here? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr Speaker, Sir. will you kindly 
ask the honourable member to withdraw his remark? 

(Interruption from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If you do so, I will have to adjourn 
the House. There has been too much interruption, and I have seen 
that in spite of efforts on the part of some of the leading members 
there has been interruption. All I feel is that here you have made 
a charge and I do not think that charge gets a better colouring by mere 
repetition and by interjection. liet him answer. After all he is in 
the position of one who has to meet the charge, and I do hope that 
the House will give him a hearing. 

Dr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE : Sir, 1 would calmly ask my 
friends to the left to consider how can the Hindus consider their 
interests to be safely entrusted to a Government which is supported 
by a party which expresses its feelings in the manner in which it has 
been doing for the last few minutes. (Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood: 
Only against you.) 

Sir, let me now come to the area in the Narayang&nj subdivision 
the disturbances of which are now the subject matter of to-day *• 
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adjournment motion. Sir, let us consider the facts that the area 
which joins the railway lines is about two hours’ journey from the 
Dacca station* It is an important trade centre and then' mostly 
Hindus are the persons who are in a position or who were in a posi- 
tion of authority and influence. Now, Sir, on the 1st of April the 
trouble started in one of the villages in Raipura police-si a tion within 
this area. Here, let me remind you, Sir, that apprehension was 
expressed by many responsible persons belonging to both communities 
that unless proper steps were taken in proper time it was likely that 
the disturbance would spread from the city to the interior parts of 
the distri&t^and the question still remains unanswered as to what 
steps the authorities had taken for the purpose of preventing the 
disturbance from spreading. 

Now, Sir, what were the methods employed by the persons who 
came out to carry on these organised acts of rioting ? I say this on 
the information which has reached me from persons who were in the 
locality and who now find themselves as almost penniless in various 
places in Agartala and Comilla, men who were worth lakhs but to-day 
are in simple rags and have not even more than a few pieces of cloths 
to call their own. From them come reports that this wus an attack 
of a definitely organised character. Outsiders came belonging to the 
Khaksar party. They came in small numbers leading u small batch 
of about 250 on the first day and the riot in the village started. They 
were working in groups. (A voice from the Coalition l'arty : "Are 
there any Khaksars in Rental?”) Sir, my friend asks, are there 
Khaksars in Bengal? 1 ask him to go to Mechuulmaiur Street at 
11 p.m. and find out how batches of Khaksurs come out in the streets 
of Calcutta even to-day. Sir, these men were working in groups, 
one group preceding the others, and the first group came for (lie 
purpose of exciting the mobs and from various quarter* the same 
story come* rc]x*atcdl\ that they were going on narrating ulleged 
stories of oppression on Muslim women by Hindus, reading that, very 
extract from the Aztui of Sunday, tin* 2*trd March, to which reference 
was made on the floor of the House on Wednesday last, as also the 
reports of desecration of mosques and also the fact that Pakisthan ha* 
come to sta\ and culling upon the Hindus to surrender to this policy. 
^Laughter from the Coalition Benches.) My friends here may laugh, 
but it is something which deserves more than laugh; for about 25,000 
Hindus to-day are homeless from 50 villages who have fled to different 
parts of the province asking for shelter hither and thither. Now, Sir, 
they were followed by others, by bigger crowds, and these men carried 
with them axes, daggers and ramdtw* and they also carried petrol 
with them, petrol which has been carried to the villages by boats. 
These are unpleasant truths, but these truths have to be listened to, 
fftr they represent the true state of affairs in the small subdivision of 
Jaravanganj from the fnt of April to the 5th of April. Now, Sir, 
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attack on houses started. There was some resistance from indivi- 
duals, but no help whatsoever came from the police and village after 
village fell for at least five days. Fifty villages felf like that and 
thousands — we have the figure now at least of 10,000 persons — have 
iaken shelter at Agartala alone, men, women, children, babies who 
are aged 5 or fi days, pregnant women who have been forced to go 
to these places and have met with accidents which t do not want to 
narrate here. From a telephonic message which I have received 
to-day I understand that some women who have not been able to 
discover their kith and kin have gone insane. I ask my friends to 
tke left, it is not a communal question, but supposing thdre have been 

Muslim families like that (A voice from the Coalition Benches: 

“Muslims were also killed at Dacca.”) Supposing some lives were lost 
lh Dacca, is that the reason why you should gloat over the troubles and 
miseries of 25,000 Hindus of Bengal? Does that represent the 
mentality of the Coalition Party which supports the present Govern- 
ment? Now, Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister said that looting 
and arson were committed by local men. That fact is challenged by 
the facts which have been placed before us. How did the police fail? 
That is a very important point which has to be considered bv the 
House. The police failed for this reason. I can get it proved by 
the statement of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy himself 
that on the 1st of April the information sent to the Subdivisions! 
bfficer and the District Magistrate did not go from the police-station 
of llaipura where lootings and plunders were going on. According to 
his owm statement it was the station-master who sent a message that 
the station was about to be attacked, that the villages were being burnt 
down and that there was no assistance whatsoever. Then, w r hat did 
the local authorities do? The local authorities asked for a report from 
the police-station of Raipura. Why? Was it not the duty of the 
police-station of Raipura to inform that there had arisen a situation 
which they were not able to control? The fact is, and that has been 
repeatedly asserted, that in spite of requests, the officer in charge of 
the police-station, although he had constables, did not offer any 
resistance whatever to these reported acts of plunder and goondninm. 
What was the reply? The Inspector in charge of the police-station 
sent a reply to the District Magitsrate that the riot was spreading to 
the Narsinghdi side. That was the reply which was sent by the police 
officer. Why did not the police officer — that is the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in the Upper House — why 
did not the police officer say “Situation uncontrollable, send military 
police or send reinforcement of police force”? Then what happened? 
The Additional District Magistrate went. Why did he go unaccom- 
panied hv an adequate police force? Why was this information kept 
back from him that properties had been destroyed and looted and that 
people were fleeing? What was the reason? Why was it kept back? 
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Of course, it has come to our knowledge that forcible conversions have 
taken place and that men and women have been kept detained and for 
the last three days we have been making frantic efforts for the purpose 
of persuading the Government to send out rescue parties of Hindus 
accompanied by police officers with armed guards — a prayer which 
was granted only yesterday 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit, resume^ 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr Speaker, in rising to support 
the adjournment motion, I feel confident that notwithstanding the 
atmosphere inside the House, and particularly that portion of the 
House which is in front of me. I shall be able to speak without any 
communal bias or passion. Sir, 1 have had the opportunity of speaking 
in this House for the good part of four \ ears, and 1 challenge my friends 
opposite to point to a single utterence of mine where there has been any 
trace of communal bias or passion. (Voices from the Coalition Benches: 
“We never said that.”) I also speak with the advantage of seeing 
with my own eyes the havoc which was done at Dacca. Sir, 1 am 
indebted to the local officials for giving me a guide to point out to me 
the different places, both Hindu and Muslim, which had been destroyed 
at Dacca, and I had the opportunity of speaking to the people of Dacca, 
particularly to those whose homes hud been desecrated, whose business 
had been ruined, whose properties had been looted and whose mansions 
had been burnt. Sir, I say with the utmost confidence that the local 
officials of Dacca were guilty of the grossest neglect and the grossest 
default in carrying on the administration, the normal administration 
(A voice from the Coalition Benches: “Question !“) and it is on account 
of their negligence that the not at Dacca assumed the proportions it 
did assume. It is not as if I am making these charges behind the 
back of these officials. I made these charges in frout of these officials 
before I left Dacca, and up till now those* charges remain unanswered. 
Lest it might be said that these charges which were made verbally were 
not made, I took good care immediately on my return to Calcutta to 
send a telegram to the District Magistrate* of Dacc a and a copy of the 
same telegram to the Divisional Commissioner in these* terms: — 

“Suggested Commissioner yesterday Hindu-Muslim University 
students should form joint sejuads and patrol the city or 
that the University Corps should do the same and that well- 
known goonda* should be* rounded up to prevent stray 
stabbing. Also communicated Commissioner my considered 
opinion that looting and burning at many places were 
preventive.” 

The Commissioner replied that that would form the subject matter of 
enquiry'. Since I spoke to the Divisional Commissioner over the 'phone 
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and I spoke to him for good fifteen minutes — was any attempt made 

by him or his subordinate officials to round up the well-known goondas 
of Dacca ? All that he told me over the ’phone was that one well-known 
goonda had left the city as if that was all that was necessary to be 
done ! I ask the Government what have the Commissioner, the District 
Magistrate or any of the local officials done to round up the well-known 
goonda * of Dacca? 1 say. Sir, nothing has been done up to this 
moment. 

On the 28th of last month, I received a letter from my esteemed 
fri end, Mr. Akhil Bandhu Guha of Dhakeswari Cotton Mills, a man 
who is well known and who takes no side in politics. He wrote to me, 
“We have information as to where some of the looted properties were 
being kept. The District Magistrate was informed, but he does not 
seem to take any active steps to trace them.” I can, Sir, well drop the 
words “does not seem.” I have personal knowledge of that fact. My 
esteemed colleague and friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen gave the District 
Magistrate the number of the motor bus in which looted properties 
were carried. That number was noted by the District Magistrate on 
a piece of paper in front of him. And will the House be surprised to 
learn that when on the next day Mr. Sen asked the District Magistrate 
whether any attempts wore made to trace the motor bus in which looted 
properties were being carried, the answer was, “I have lost that slip 
of paper.” (Cries of “Shame!” from the Congress Benches.) That 
letter of Mr. Akhil Bandhu Guha was followed by another letter written 
to the District Magistrate himself by Mr Bimalananda Das-Oupta, 
Mr. S. K. Basu and Mr. Girish Chandra Das, a well-known advocate 
of Dacca, and in that letter a definite charge was made against him 
that “unfortunately none of our requests has to our knowledge up till 
now, in spite of your repeated assurances, received due attention.” 
That was not all. They add, “The measures which we have suggested 
would have stopped loss of life and property on the one hand and 
enabled you to trace out and fasten the responsibility on the culprits 
on the other. But nothing was done. We further say that many 
unfortunate persons have been taken into custody while most of the 
goondas are still at large, in spite of our repeated representations.” 
I ask the Ilon’ble Chief Minister to enquire of this District Magistrate 
what he has been doing since the 29th of March last. That was not all. 
They go on to say, “Assaults, murder and arson were committed in 
the presence of the police and the armed pickets, as the pickets had 
no intrusions to prevent the same or to take adequate measure^ against 
the same.” Sir, it will be a surprise of surprises to the House if I 
read the next few lines of that representation. “This was admitted 
by Mr. Jenkins.” What is the admission? “The pickets had no 
instructions to prevent assaults, murder and arson.” This was admitted 
“by Mr. Jenkins. 
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Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It was never admitted. 

Ilf. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: I do not know if the Government 
Whip whose presence in the city of Dacca and in the outskirts 
unfortunately synchronised with the outbursts of looting and arson is 
holding a brief here for Mr. Jenkins. I want a reply. And in this 
connection, Sir, I ought to tell you and through you to the House that 
I made a demand on the Chief Minister and the Governor of the 
province — I made the demand four or five days back — that Mr. Shahab- 
uddin, Mr. Nasarullah and Mr. Salim should he ordered to quit Dacca 
in the interests of law and order. Sir. it was admitted by Mr. Jenkins 

(Mr. K. SuAHAHL'imiN : “It was not admitted.’’) If it was not 

admitted, wbat prevented Mr. George from saying that it was not 
admitted? And how is it that the District Magistrate has now to 
depend on an advocate of the nature and character of Mr. Shahabuddin? 
Then, the signatories add, “the head of the police seems to contradict 
that prevention is better than cure." Sir, even that i% not all. On 
the 2nd of April, 1 5)4 1 — 1 have with me a copy of a telegram sent by 
Mr. Hatch-Barn well, and the Chief Minister will contradict me if my 
copy happens to be incorrect —Mr. Hatch-Barnwell who was sent to 
Narsinghdi seven days ago, viz., on the 2nd April, 1041. He sent this 
telegram to his official superior, the District Magistrate of Dacca : 
“Affected area three miles east of Narsinghdi and two miles west of 
Bhairab,” that i>, “within four miles by four miles.” “Metbikanda 
station surrounded b\ rioters. Suresh Babu’s house” - meaning Suresh 
Chandra Bui, u well-known gentleman of Narsinghdi “burnt down. 
Rioters coming from the other side of Brahmaputra. Police force 
insufficient. Have not been uble to come in contact with the police- 
station. A big fire visible from the north of Daulatkundi. The whole 
force has been divided into three parts under Mukberji, Rhodes and 
Saddler.” May 1 ask, even after the receipt of this telegram what 
steps did Mr. George, the District Magistrate of Dacca, take to send 
relief to his subordinate, Mr. Hatch-Barnwell? 

1 now come to another letter of Mr. Dus-Gupta written to the 
Magistrate and signed not only In Mr. Das-Gupta himself but also 
by Mr. Nalini Kishore Gulia and Mr. Satisb Chandra Chakravarty, 
which runs as follows: — 

“We very much regret to uote that what we apprehended long ago 
and told you several times has now taken place,” 

The District Magistrate was warned. They said “What we appre- 
hended Jong ago and told you several times has now taken place and 
the not and arson by goondan have been carried far into the interior 
villages, vi*., Sibpur, Raipura and Narsinghdi. and it will affect the 
whole province in no tinte, in particular, the helpless Hindus in the 
province.” 
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Then, Sir, I come to the most vital part ol the charges made against 
Mr. George and it is in these words: “You arrange to take Muslim 
leaders like Mr. Salim, Mr. Nasarullah and qjthers whenever you visit 
the affected areas, but you never care id take any Hindu leader with 
you where the Hindus are oppressed.” This is the sort of Magistrate 
who is now presiding over the destinies of Dacca. 

Sir, Mr. Hatch-Barnwell — I sympathise with him in his distress — 
sent a further telegram which I shall read before the House. That 
telegram was to this effect — and I hope the Chief Minister will correct 
me if I have got an incorrect copy of that telegram — “Appears five 
Hindu quarters burnt; approximately 3,000 people homeless; culprits 
about 20 f/oonJns and 200 locals” — by that he meant that it was known 
to him, that 20 leading yoondas were imported from outside and that 
they were leading 2(H) locals — “in one band going from village to 
village; no police visible; some police required.” — a telegram from 
Mr. Hatch-Barnwell to the effect that “no police visible; some police 
required.” It* will take me hours and hours if I were to read out before 
the House the acts of oppression on innocent citizens of Dacca. But 
if 1 hud the time I could read out signed statements, statements made 
before me and statements sent by leading citizens of that area who 
have graphically described the insults and oppression on Hindu 
inhabitants and looting and burning of Hindu houses in the Naruyan- 
ganj subdivision. 

Sir. 1 am not unmindful of the tact that mosques have been dese- 
crated. I have said elsewhere that not onh mosques hut also temples 
have been desecrated, but I did never let go one word to the effect that 
my ribs had been broken because a Hindu temple had been broken. I 
have more control over tn\self 1 know that Mich inflammatory state- 
ments spread like wild fire. I claim to be in my private life not a 
less pious Hindu than au\ of my friends of the Hindu Mahasabha; 
hut that bus nothing to do with my polities. So far as this riot is 
concerned — l need hardly say who are responsible, whether it is the 
Hindus or the Muhammadans — m\ charge against the Government is 
that they have allowed incompetent district officials and incompetent 
police officers, who are not fair, who are not independent, who are not 
impartial, to preside over the destinies ot Dacca and Narayanganj. 

One more statement. Sir, and I resume my seat. I have made 
the demand in all seriousness, and I want to repeat the demand in the 
presence of the House that, having regard to what has been happening 
since the middle of last month, the Hon’ble the Home Minister must go. 
It was the duty of the Hon’ble the Home Minister to come oi|t of his 
?et?eat at Hasaribagh and go to Dacca and Xarayanganj and take 
action. In spite of the fact that he has been restored to health, and 
my authority for that is Mr. Shahabuddin himself, he is fiddling 
Hasaribagh while Dacca is burning. 
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Mr. 1C. SHAHABUDpiN: On a point of personal explanation. 
Sir. As far as the statement read out by Mr. Bose in the course of his 
speech is concerned, a cqpy of that letter was handed over to me by 
Mr. Bose at another place, and while at Dacca I had an opportunity of 
verifying: as to how far it was correct. And 1 have been definitely 
authorised to say that it is an absolutely false statement, 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E* Is that permissible, Mr. Speaker? 
Ib that a personal statement? Who authorised him to say that? He 
is not a part of the Executive Government. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: As Parliamentary Secretary, he is. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: But lie is not entitled to represent 
the Executive Government here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, when 1 was a boy 

at school I had a class-mate who wus responsible for all the disturbances 
in the class-room, hut as soon as he committed some offence, lie used to 
shout the loudest in order to show that everybody in the clans but himself 
was in the wrong. The attitude that hus been taken up h\ some of 
my friends in speaking in support of this motion has reminded me of 
the case of that old class-mate ot mine. For four years they have 
been sinking that hymn of hate, both against this Ministry and the 
Muslim community. They have encouraged people to come out and 
break laws and set not merely law ut defiance but, if I may be allowed 
to quote from a speech delivered by my friend Dr. Sytimaprosad 
Mookei jee, he made peaceful administration in Bengal impossible. 
Having done that, having prepared the ground and having perfected 
their plans, things naturally began to develop themselves, It is not 
the 17th of March that is of much importance. The real trouble in 
Dacca began on the evening of the 14th March in a lane near the 
old Dacca College when some Hindu youths sprinkled coloured water 
on some Muslim boys. An old man who was passing by protested. 
He was <*aught by the beard, his whole Wdy was sprinkled with the 
coloured water and blows were given on his head and he was removed 
to hospital. I have seen that man und I have talked to him. I 
recorded his statement. I had been to the hospital and I have seen 
the hospital diar\. Immediately after the 14th for two days, the 16th 
and 16th, t lit* whole of Dacca was tense with excitement, but although 
stabbing was going on and Muslims were Wing stabbed, not one Hindu 
was stabbed iu retaliation by the Muslims. It was on the 17th that 
raosques # began to be attacked, first the Nawabpur mosque and then 
two mosques in Malitollu were burned and demolished. The Holy 
Koran was torn to pieces. I went to a mosque and I found that mosque 
still burning; the leaves of the Koran were strewn on the floor and 
•hoes were placed on the leaves of the Koran (Cries of “Shame! 
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shame!” from the Coalition Benches.) and it occurred in an area 
inhabited not by goondax but by bhadrologs, perhapB graduates of 
Dr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s University. This was not all. I have 
been getting definite evidence, although it is not yet confirmed by 
police reports, that immediately after this Hindu youths dressed in 
lungix and with red caps on went to various villages in the district of 
Dacca inciting the Muslim to rise and attack the Hindus. (Laughter 
from the Opposition Benches.) You may laugh, but this is what they 
did. They said that mosques have been demolished, that mosques 
have been burnt to ruin, it is now the turn of the Muslims to retaliate. 
You may laugh, but it is a part of a preconceived policy. Hindus 
knew that if once Muslim passions were aroused, they would go to 
excesses and the Hindus knew how to retaliate afterwards. Sir, I am 
not going to make a communal speech, but because all these statements 
had been made, 1 thought it my duty to correct the misrepresenta- 
tions that have been made in this House. 

Now, Sir, my friend Ilai Hurendra Nath Chaudhuri has asked very 
naively why was it that tardy requisitions of police have been made, 
although the situation in Dacca was so acute. May I tell the House 
that on and after this Iloli festival the whole of Bengal was tense 
with excitement and almost every district apprehended an outbreak of 
coinmunalism at any moment. Police was requisitioned, and it was 
with great difficulty that driblets have to be brought from various 
districts in order to strengthen the police force that already existed 
in Dacca. It has been said that the people of Dacca had not got 
immediate help. Consider the situation, Sir. Sporadic stabbings 
were going on. Ihople used to come out oi their houses, catch hold 
ot a stray passer-by and stab him and run uwa> . How t is it possible 
for the officials there to stop this kind of stabbing on innocent persons 
without any indication whatsoever being given as to what they were 
going to do? Now, Sir, I have seen, when I first went to Dacca, the 
District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police were never 
sparing themselves. As soon as they got news of any occurrence any- 
where, they used to rush to those places, take every possible step to put 
down first of all fire or anything that was taking place and try to catch 
also the offenders who might he there. 

Mr. ATliL CHANORA 8EN: But not the Muslim goondas. 

Thft HofPblt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Atul Chandra San 
is not the purveyor of truth. There are other people who stat^ farts. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA tSN: Sir, may I ask a question of the 
Hnn'lde Chief Minister? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 
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TIM Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend Mr. N&lini 
Ranjan Sarker has said that if members of the Muslim community 
had been in this plight, wluit would I have done. Sir, 1 think I con 
say with a clear conscience that in a case like this I would make no 
distinction between a Hindu and a Muslim in distress. May 1 tell my 
friend J^r. Sarker that at this moment while he is thinking only of 
the Hindu refugees in Camilla and Tripura, there are thousands and 
thousands of Muslims who have been rendered homeless, and there are 
mosques which have been burnt for which there has been no condem- 
nation by the Hindu leaders. Koran* have been desecrated and Muslim 
women have been moloted. (Cries of “Where where?” from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There have been statement* 
without evidence from the side (indicating the Opposition); let there 
be statements from the other side. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: My statements were based on 
evidence. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDI N AHMED: If the Muslims have been 
murdered, that is also a censure on the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: At the present moment 
then* are persons who hast been rendered homeless — both Hindus und 
Muslims — and they are all entitled to our sympathy. AH I say is 
that we as Government are prepared to extend relief measures to the 
utmost possible extent irrespective of any caste, community or creed. 
We have already sanctioned Its. 50,000 anti will go up to Its. 1,00, (MX), 
if necessary, in order to supplement the activities of the relief measures. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: You are the author of all 
troubles. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: lie is not the author. There are 
many mischief-mongers in the province. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: He is the editor, not the author. 

The Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend Mr. Gupta 
has reacf out a list of petrple who have been rendered homeless. Why 
has he not the common courtesy to make out a list of Muslims also? 

• 

. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: You hotter give it. Let u* 
have a list of the Muslim*. 
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The Hon'blf tHr. A. |C. fAZLUL MUQ: My friend Or. Syama- 
proaad Mookerjee has said that he never attacked the Muslims as such. 

I am not going to discuss the situation now. That can be done at 
some other time. Let me remind him at the present moment of the 
speech at Jalpaiguri reported in the Nishan where he said that if the 
Muslims wanted to live in India, they will have to do so under the 
domination of the Hindus. 

At Nawabpore, on the llth February, speaking on Pakisthau, he 
said that if the Muslims wanted to live in Pakisthan they must pack 
up their bag and baggage and leave India and go wherever they like. 
(Mr. Naum Ranj.an Sarkkr : “Hindus will not accept Pakisthan.”) 

Sir, I do not want to take up the time of the House with these 
details. I am very much obliged to the Leader of the Opposition for 
the speech he has delivered which I must admit has been inoffensive 
except for one reference to some persons who could have been able to 
defend themselves had they been given a chanee. He has been entirely 
mistaken. He ha* not disclosed the source of his information, and I may 
say that the telegram of Mr. Hateh-Barnwell which he has read out is 
a revelation to us of whic h we know* nothing. 

Mr* 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Ask the Distriet Magistrate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will certainly ask him. 
Mr. Bose has said that nothing has }>ecn done to round up the yoondas . 
I may tell this House that every possible precaution has been taken to 
find out that those people who have been guilty of offence* in the rural 
areas may not escape and cross over to other districts. As a matter of 
fact, the situation has been brought under control. The Government, 
it is said, have taken no effective steps. What better steps could 
they have taken than what they did? But I may say, Sir, that the 
manner in which the disturbances in Dacca have been practically 
quelled, the manner in which the difficult situation in the rural areas 
has been brought under control is certainly proof positive that the 
officials have been properly doing their duty. I remember the occa- 
sions when disturbances of this kind have gone on for months without 
the situation having been brought under control. In this cast* the 
situation at Dacca was brought under control well within a week and 
so far as the rural areas are concerned, the whole situation has been 
brought under control and it has been totalised. As a matter of fact, 
efforts are now being made, and we arc making arrangement* for the 
trial of persons who have been arrested. 

I must say this : I admit that this Government have been some- 
what failing in their duty to deal promptly with persons who have 
been the breakers of law. I say here and now that we will not tolerate 
anything like that in future. Whoever creates communal disturbance* 
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whether Hindu or Muslim, will be severely dealt with. I give this 
solemn warning to those %tio wish to disturb communal place by 
making speeches, tiet them do it some day, and I will not hesitate 
to accept the verdict of this House. 

(At this stage there were interruptions from the Congress and the 
Krisbak-Proja Party Benches.) 

If the members are not willing to listen to me, how can I speak P 
I don’t want to say anything more. 

The motion that the House do now adjourn, was then put and a 
division taken, with the following result: — 


Aft* Mm— I t tartar, fca rt r t 
Artaryya Ckaatfcary, Maraf* lathi 
■aktararta. Hynia\th|t. 

AtaM Kkaa, Hr. Oyai. 

Baaarft, Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Prt i atki Matt. 

BaatrJI, Mr. Oatya Prfya. 

BaaarJ— , Mr. Olkaatk. 
laru, a«ta Pnafebrl. 

Bar an, Mr. e—paJH. 

Bara— a, Bata tkyaaia Pri n t. 


Baaa, Mr. tut—k Kaaiar. 
Bkawaik, Dr. BaktaOa OkaaOrt. 
Mwn, Baka Laktkial Narayaa. 
BBnaa, Hr. laraatra Natfe. 


Dat, Mr. Maaawkaa. 

Oaa Bapta, Baka Klu«aa4ra Balk. 
Baa Bapta, Dr. J. H. 

Dat Bapta. trljat Bar— tra Balk. 
Datta Bapta. HIm Mira. 

Datta Man attar, Mr. Mlfcara a t a . 
•kaaa, Mr. AM Kriakaa. 

Bla — tt l a AkaMi. Mr. 

Baa w aail, Mr. fatal Ckaatra. 
Bapta. Mr. ta«aak Chutrt. 

Bapta. Mr. A B. 
taMattla Kaakaary, Mr. tyat. 
talaa. Hr. I. 0. 

KkaKaa, Mr. Dakl Pratat . 


AYES— 17. 


Xaktt, at 


KkM. Mr. D tkaa Or a Lit. 
Kanar, Hr. AM < 


Kaata, Mr. Nltkltka Balk, 

Maktak. Bakarajkknar Olay Ok MX. 
Haft, Hr. Afvafta Kanar. 

Majaaittr, Mrs. Mtnapraaa. 

Maatal, Mr. Anrtta Lai. 

Maatal, Mr. Oaytairt Rklh. 

Maatal, Mr. Krlakaa Praaal. 
Haairaaaanaa lafanakatl, MaalWa Mt. 
Naakarfaa, Dr. iyant^rhaot 
Makarjta, Mr. TarakMtk, H.B.I. 
MakarJL Mr. Dklrtatra Haraytk. 
Mattltk, trljat Atkataak. 

Matkar, Mr. Baa CtiainL 
PUa, Hr. Barata Pr—kAak. 

PmI. «ir Mart Ikakar. 


Bay, Mr. Okara Okaatra. 

Bay. Mr. Kanalkriikaa. 

Bay, Mr. Kkaa Malar. 

Bay, Mr. Klakari PatL 
Bay. Mr. Htalialfcl Bat*. 
taaykL Mr. laaaafc* kakkkr. 
tartar, Hr. BUM Baajaa. 

•aa, Mr. Atal O k aatr a . 

taa, Bal i akat a r tay—k Olaatm. 

•aa* Bapta, Mr*. BaBta. 

OkantaOtla Aknat, Mr. M. 
ttafha, Baka Kakatra Natfc. 

Maka, MM Maalair a Bkaaaa. 
T a p arta fc. Bal Bakatar Haaa«ta UK. 
Tkakar, Mr. Pranatka Baajaa* 
Taaaaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 107. 


Aktfat Baka, Mr. Mina. 

AMU BUM, Mr. Mia. 

AMU Bakin, MaaM. 

AIM Bakin Vlkranpart. MaaM Mt. 
AMU MaaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMU Bantt MO. MaaM. 

AMU takkar Pafwaa, Mr. MO. 

AMU KaOar, Mr. (aBai Ut Maafc). 
AMbTUBI Btom, MaaM. 

AMU rfMM, MaaM. 

AMU MUM, Mr. 0y«0. 


AMU wakak KkM, Mr. 

AMa M a al Baka— at, Mr. 

AMar Baknaa, Kkaa iakatar A. P. M. 
AMar Rakaun OMUpi, Mr. 

AMar BaaaUt Maknaai, Mr. 

AMar l a a ka a O , MaaM ML 
AMar Raat. Kkaa Bakatar MaaM 0. 
AMU MatUaO Hank, Dr. 

AMar Baat, Kkaa Bakatar Ikafc. 

AMar Baaaak, MaaM. 

aka^ llanktl Ha 

rrl NPQPa 
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AM rimklm, M§ahL 
Aft* AH, Mr. 

Aim! AH KIm ktktdar iwim. 

Abmtd AH MrMbs, Hartvi 
Abm«d NmHIi Mr. 

Atrarattift Ahm#d, Khu Sakatfw Hmrivi. 
Amtexltek, Kb* laktk MaiM. 

Aawaml Ada, Kkaa S*adar Md. 

AiM Hamate Kkaa, Khaa kakatfar Maahri. 
Atkar AH, Maahri. 

StdraddaJ a, Mr. kyat 
karat All, Mr. M*. 

Okffpaatfala, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai. Mr. Aaakal Ohaadra. 

Parhad Has a Okawikary, Mr. M. 

Parkat kaaa Kkaaaa, Sagaab 
P axial Nit, tka Haa’Ma Mr. A. K. 

P axial Qaatflr, Kkaa Sabafer Maahri. 

Patlar Kakaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Paxlar kakaiaa, Mr. (Nymaariiifh). 
kladdlag, Mr. D. 

talaia tarwar Maaalal, Mr. Shah Syad. 

•aams, Mr. I. A. 
krtHHfcs, Mr. 0. 
kalam kakkaal Akaai ad. 

NaMkallak, tka Haa’Ma Nawak kakaiar K., al 
Daaaa. 

Haddaw, Mr. k. k. 

HaSiaddia Ohaadbarl, Maahri. 

Hamldaddte Ahmad, Kkaa laklk. 

NaaiUtaa. Mr. K. A. 

Haiaaaxxamaa, Maahri Md. 

Maakaai AH Kkaa, Kkaa Kakaiar Maahri. 
Maaiaa Marabad, Mru, M.K.K. 

Maternally 4amadar, Khaa laklk Maahri. 
Nawklagt, Mr. K. 4. 

Maadry, Mr. Dark. 

Maywaad, Mr. R agars. 

Mlrtaat, Mr. M. A. P. 

Idris Abaad Mia, Maahri. 

daialaddla Ahmad, Kkaa Rakadar Maahri. 

Kama All Mlraa, lahlktada Kavaa dak dyad. 


Mckrsgsr, Mr. A. i 
Makxaddla Ahmad, Dr. 

MaAaaddla Ahamd, Maahri. 

Mkfzkddta C h aa dka ry. Maahri. 

Maalradila Akfeaad, Maahri. 

Mitea, Mr. k. W. 

Makamaiad AH, Kkaa kakaiar. 

Miiliia AH Mattel. Maahri M. 

Maaaasatet Hag, Maahri Mi. 

M sham mad Altai, Kkaa k ak ad a r Maahri tyad. 
Makamaiad Ikraklm, Maahri. 

Mabammad Isfcagaa, Maahri. 

Mahamaud laraU, Maahri. 

Mabammad taWmmi, Kkaa kakadar Maahri. 
Makfefc, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Makaada Mary. 
Maakarrak Hamate, tka Haa’Ma Nawak, Khaa 
kakadar. 

Mattacaartal Hagaa, Mr. tyad. 

Naaraddte, Mr. K. 
kartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Rahmaa. Kkaa kakadar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Prasaaaa Dak. 
Ra)lkaddla Tarafdar, Maahri. 

Rasaar Rahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

•adaraddla A baud, Mr. 

•aka ba-Alam, Mr. tyad. 

•aaaaHah, Dr. 

•arajaf Iriam, Mr. 

•kababaddla, Mr. Kbwaja, O.R.C. 

Ihamaaddte Abaiad Kkaadkar, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Matter. Mr. 4. H. 

•laclalr, Mr. 4. P. 

•Irdar, kaka LMa Mania. 

Smith, Mr. M. Rrabaat. 

•tavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Tatal Ahmad Ohaadkary, Maahri Maji. 

Walk ar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WbHabaad, Mr. R. k. 

Wardaarartk, Mr. W. «. 

Yaaaat Mina. 

Yasat Ali Ohaadkary. Mr. 


The Ayes being 67 and the Noes 107, the motion waB lost. 


Message of thanks to His Highness the Maharaja of Tripura. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I, Sir, at this stage 
make a statement regarding a matter which, I think it is my duty 
ns u member of Government to make and which I wanted to make 
previously, but failed to do on account of the fact that my time was 
up. I refer to the very generous manner in which His Highness the 
Maharaja of Tripura has come forward to give refuge to the persons 
who had left their homes in British territory in their distress. I take 
this opportunity of offering the grateful thanks of the Government 
of Bengal to His Highness, and we hope that the example set by His 
Highness the Maharaja Bahadur has in it nothing communal, but is one 
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from a sense of supreme duty of helping the Indians in distress, which 
will be appreciated by everybody, high and low. I may inform tbs 
House once again that the Government of Bengal have sent Rs. 10,000 
for the relief of the distressed people and will send more in order to 
render adequate relief to the people in distress. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-15 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m.. on Monday, the 21st 
April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



PtocfeeiAiiigt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 


The Asskmhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 21st April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizm. Haqtje, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 159 members: 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, the HouBe must have been 
very grieved to learn the sad and sudden death of Mr. S. A. Gomes, 
who represented the Dacca Division (Indian Christian) Constituency in 
this House, lie was a man of unostentatious manners and yet connected 
with various aspects of public life As a member of this House he 
pleased everybody on account of his pleasant manners. I think it is 
our duty on this occasion to send a message of condolence to the 
bereaved family as a mark ol our deep sympathy. I hope you will 
kindly rise in your seats to signify vour assent. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

Following the established convention, t lie House will stand 
adjourned till to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 4-55 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 22nd April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 2?nd April, 1941, at 4-4 ’> p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizu. Mauve. (M.k , 
Khan Bahadur) in the (’hair, 0 Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

Posting of Polios. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
questions are taken up, may we draw the attention of yourself to the 
fact that at the tag-end of the session an unusually large number of 
police force has been posted round and about this chamber. 1 do not 
know whether it is meant for protection, but I communicate to you our 
view that the presence of this large number of police force haa the effect 
of annoyance upon the members and their guests who come. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I didn’t notice it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Probably the Speaker is not 
annoyed because that side is free from any police interference, but the 
other sides are. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers wore given) 

Abdul CMfur, oonvieted in “Binapaiti Abduotien Oat*’. 

•388. Baby NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

(/) i| is a fact that one Abdul (iaffur, President of a Tnion Board 
in the Madaripur subdivision of the Faridpur district, was 
convicted and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment sad fined 
in the “Binaparfi Abduction Caae"; and 

• (ti ) he was released about October, 1940? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pJeased to state whether the fine realised has since been refunded to 
him? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason for the refund of the fine; 

(«) the amount of the fine refunded ; 

(Hi) the date of such refund ; 

(iv) the date of his conviction by the trial court; and 

(v) the date of the dismissal of his appeal, if any? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) One Abdul Gaffur 
Kotwal w r as convicted under sections 366/498/354, Indian Penal Code. 
He was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 5 years and to a fine 
of Its. 500, in default rigorous imprisonment for another year. On 
appeal, the Hon’ble High Court reduced the sentence to rigorous 
imprisonment, for one and a half years. He was released on the 30th 
September, 1938. Government has no information that this man was 
President of a Union Board. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) (t) to Hit) Do not arise. 

Or) The 22nd Mareh, 1937. The date of appeal was the 23rd 
August, 1937. 

(r) The sentence was modified as stated above. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie is aware that the Ilon’ble Nawab Kliwaja 
Habibulluh Bahadur, of Dacca, replying to a similar question on the 
9th A pi i 1 . said that this Abdul Gaffur Kotwal was the President of that 
Union Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that under the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act a person convicted for more than six months of an offence 
involving moral turpitude is not eligible to be a member 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question cannot be addressed to the Home 
Department. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the fine was realised from this particular 
person ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER t The sentence has been reduced by the High 
Court. 

Ilf. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Before the High Court reduced 
the sentence, I want to know whether the fine was realised. 

Mr.* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Reousoitation of the KapoUktHi river. 

•®1. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (<j) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the average depth of the river Kapotakshi in summer; 

(it) whether it is being silted up; 

(hi) whether the water-hyucinth has been polluting the river; and 

(tv) whether the people are suffering from malaria and other 
diseases?' 

(b) If the answers to to) </n, ini) and </»*) are iu the affirmative, is 
the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of resuscitating the 
river?' 


(r> If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Sriechamfra Handy, of Coeeimbazar) : (a) (i) 

Near the offtake there is hardly any water; down below there are 
stagnant pools here and there up to Jhikargachha (Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way crowing) : further down, the river is tidal and has sufficient depth 
for boat navigation in summer. 

(if) In the upper portion there is no progressive siltation. 

*(i«Y) and (iv) Yes. 

(b) and (c) A proposal for resuscitating the Kapotakshi river along 
with the Bhairab and the Mathubhanga rivers is being examined. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Does the Hon’ble Minister who 
is* now replying remember the fact that he himself received an address 
of welcome and gave an Assurance to the people of that locality that 
the scheme would be expedited some two years back? 
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Tht Hontil# fir BUOY PRASAD SINGH BOY: I don’t 
remember. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Was it five years baokP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not remember 

it at all. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Was it during the r£gim£ of the 
previous Government? 

The Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The previous 
Government is long dead. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
remember at ail having received a welcome address from that quarter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was examining this problem and when this exami- 
nation began ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The experts of 
the Irrigation Department are examining the problem. As regards the 
question when the examination began, I ask for notice. 


Report of the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee. 

•232. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(а) whether the Government have received the report of the 

Chaukidari Enquiry Committee; if so, when; 

(б) what are the recommendations of the Committee with reference 

to the following question, as per terms of reference; — 

“Whether the Union Hoards should continue to bear the 
whole cost of their (chaukidars and dafadars) employ- 
ment or whether the Provincial Government should bear 
the whole or any portion of it?” 

(c) when the Government expect to formulate their decision with 

reference to the above question ; and 

(d) when the report of the Chaukidari Committee will be published 

for general information? 
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Th. Htn’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ I <•) Ye*. On th. 84th 
August, 1940. 

( b ) The recommendations are still under consideration and cannot 
therefore be disclosed. 

(c) As soon as the recommendation has been fully considered. 

(d) This matter is still under consideration. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether after his assurances on the 17th and 19th 
of March last, in the course of the Budget discussion, the matter was 
considered afresh by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* The matter is being con- 
sidered, but as I have said unless the whole report is considered and 
some decision taken, I am not in a position to make any statement with 
regard to this particular question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: That is not my question. 
After the Hon’ble Minister was pleased to give us assurances, was the 
matter considered afresh? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, we are considering. 

Prevalence of malaria in Jessore district and distribution of quinine 

there. 

*Z33. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) U the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health aud l/»enl Self-Government Department 
aware of the fact that there bus been widespread attack of malaria in 
the district of Jessore during the year 1940? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the number of 
people that have been affected by malaria in the district during the 
year 1940, and whether the disease is still prevalent there? 

<c) Is the Hon’hle Minister awure of the tact that the malaria- 
stricken people of the district are suffering for the high price of quinine? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

<i) the steps taken by Government to prevent malaria in the dis- 
trict ot Jessore; and 

(in the amount of quinine sanctioned for the district for the yeaT 

1909-40? 
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The HotTble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (on behalf the 
Hon f hle Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(h) The number of cases of malaria treated in the hospitals and 
dispensaries until November, 1940, rose to 118,850. The actual number 
of cases is likely to be much larger. Malaria is still prevalent in the 
district. 

(c) The price of quinine had to be raised in relation to the market 
conditions of the world, and the rise in the price of quinine has to some 
extent affected the people suffering from malaria, who do not go to 
hospitals and do not participate in the free distribution of quinine. 

(d) (i) During the current year, besides the normal grant of 
Rs. 14,050 for free distribution of quinine through the recognised 
agencies, a special supply of 105 pounds of cinchona febrifuge powder, 
65 pounds of cinchona febrifuge tablets, 4 pounds of quinine sulphate 
powder, 115 pounds of quinine sulphate tablets, 20,000 plasmochin 
tablets and 1 ,500 quinine ampoules has also be*en made. Thirty-five 
epidemic doctors have also been sent to the district. 

(//) Resides the normal grant of Rs. 9,050 for free distribution of 
quinine through recognised agencies, a grant of Rs. 1,000 was also sanc- 
tioned from the reserve at the disposal ot the Director of Public Health. 
The following further supplies were also made to this district during 
1989-40 : — 

(1) 4 lhs of quinine tannute tablets. 

(2) 4 lbs. of crude quinine sulphate tablets. 

(8) 20 lbs. of quinine sulphate tablets. 

(4) One lb. of cinchona febrifuge tablets 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the period of time for which these thirty-five doctors 
were deputed and ulso mention the names of the places where they were 
•ent? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to expluin to the House the meaning of the word “febrifuge” 
and also what is the effect of the use of these tablets? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a by product 
of quinine sulphate. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: And why it is used? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Take it from me, Mr. Snnyal, that it is not for 
Sir Bijoy to answer that question. 

Appointment of Sub- Inspectors of Excise in 1940. 

*234. Meulvi MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: \a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in churge of the Forest and Excise Department he pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) name and qualifications of — 

( 1 ) Muslim, 

(21 Hindu, and 
(3) Scheduled Caste, 

Excise Sub-Inspector* appointed in the year UMO; and 

(ii) the minimum qualifications for the jHist ? 

(h) Will the IJon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(?) how main of these newly appointed Excise Sub-Inspectors are 
relations of the officers of the Excise Department ; 

(m) what are the names of the Sub-Inspectors ind their relations 
in the Excise Department with a reference to the nature of 
their relationship; and 

(in) unlike other departments of the Government whether there is 
any standing order to the effect that relations of officers of 
the Excise Department would get -a certain percentage of 
appointments in the department? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (???) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
M iuister Ik* pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the present Excise Commissioner remains present when the 
interviews are gi\en to the candidates by the Public Service Com mis- 
sion ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): <??* in A statement is laid 
on the table. 

( 11 ) The candidate must he a graduate of a British or Indian Univer- 
sity or in the case of a domiciled Eurojtean or Anglo-Indian, have 
passed the Senior Cambridge Examination or its equivalent. In 
special cases and for realms to l>e recorded in writing, the Excise (V)tn- 
miasioner may relax the rule regarding educational qualifications with 
the approval of the Provincial Government. 

# (b) ( i ) Three. 

(t?) (1) Bahu Narendsa Nath Mukherjee, brother of Deputy Com- 
missioner of Excise, Preventive. 
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(2) Babu Nripendra Nath Sen, son of Inspeotor-in-charge of 
Bakarganj. 

(3) Maulvi Anisur Rahman, brother-in-law of Superintendent of 
Excise, 24-Parganas. 

(tit) There is no such order. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Under the recruitment rules the Public Service Commission 
perform the functions of the Selection Committee, the Excise Commis- 
sioner sitting with them for the purpose. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (o)(t) of starred question No. 234 , 
shotting the names , community and qualifications of the Excise Sub- Inspec- 
tors appointed in the year 1940. 



Name. 

Qualifica- 

Commun- 



tion. 

ity. 

Remarks. 

1. 

Maulvi Md. Tofazzal Hus- 
sain. 

B.A. . . 

Muslim. 


2. 

Maulvi Md. Ansar Ali . . 

B.Sc. .. 

Do. 


3. 

Maulvi Amanat Ali 

B.A. .. 

Do. 


4. 

Maulvi Anisur Rahman 

B.A. .. 

Do. 


r>. 

Maulvi Kahamatulla 

Sarkar. 

B.Sc. .. 

Do. 


«. 

Maulvi A. K. M. Abdul 
Karim. 

B.A. . . 
(Hon.). 

Do. 


7. 

Maulvi Sk. Md. Israfil . . 

B.A. . . 

Do. 


8. 

Maulvi Md. Narwar Hos- 
sain. 

B.A. .. 

Do. 


9. 

Maulvi lshaque Bhuiya 


Do. .. 

Promoted from the 
rank of petty 

officer. 

10. 

Babu Premananda Chak- 
ravartv. 

B.A. .. 

Caste 

Hindu. 


11. 

Babu Narendra Nath 
Mukherjee. 

M.A. .. 

Do. 


12. 

Babu Nripendra Nath Sen 

B.A. . . 

Do. 


13. 

Babu Prafulla Ranjan Das 

B.Sc. .. 

Do. 


14. 

Babu Chandra Lai Rai . . 

I. A. .. 


A member of the Hill 
Tribes. He was 
appointed as a 
special case, with 
the approval of 
Government. 

15. 

Babu Surendra Nath 
Bala. 

B.A. . . 

Scheduled 

Caste. 


16 . 

Babu Jatindra Nath 
Mond&l. 

M A. .. 

Do.“ 
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Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: 


Will the Honble Minister be 


pleased ta state if among the candidates who were not appointed there 
were some who were more educationally qualified than those who were 
appointed and specially than those who were related to the officers of 
the Excise Department? 


Mr. pPEAKER: How can he say that? It is a matter for the 
Public Service Commission. You .should put a separate question. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It may be within the knowledge 
of the Hon’ble Minister, and if there is any such case he .should interfere. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But I am afraid, it would be a dangerous practice 
for the House itself to allow the Government to interfere in such cases. 


Reduced stipends for gurus in Guru Training Schools. 

*235. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: {a) Is the Hon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that the monthU stipend of the gurus in the Guru Training 
School has been reduced from January, 1941, from It*. 10 to 
K*.7 ; and 

(iY) that the reduction of stijiend has caused hardship to the gurus? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (») is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of restoring 
the old rate of stipend at Its. 10 per month ? 

MINISTER in charge of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fszlut Huq): The h< mourable member is referred 
to the reply given on the 3rd April, 1041, to starred question No. 203. 

Annual inoocno and expenditure of the Mehsin’t Fund estate. 

*236. Maultna MD. ABDUL AZIZ: in) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in <’harge of the Education Department he phased to state the total 
net annual income of Hnji Mohsin’s lurid estate (including G. P. 
Notes) ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

■ (t) the major heads yider which the amount spent; und 
(ti) the amount spent under each head ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: A statement showing the 
nverage annual income and expenditure of the Mohsin Endowment Fund 
^8 laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 236. 

Receipts. 

Rs. 

Norma] remittance from the Syedpur Estate . . 60,000 

Interest on fixed endowment . . . . 36,903 

Miscellaneous . . 100 


97,003 


Expenditure. 

Kb. 

Mutwalli 6,667 

Imambara Committee 20,000 

Imambara establishment . . . - 9,909 

Local Agent’s establishment .. • ■ 1,246 

Medical contribution to hospital . . 12,286 

Unani dispensary 2,353 

Scholarships and stipends . . 37,900 

Scholarship for study abroad . . . . 3,800 

Contribution to the (Government of Bihar 1,360 

Contribution to the Government of Orissa . . 340 

Investment towards repairs of Imambaria buildings 1,000 

Total . . 96,861 


Communal ratio of the staff in the Irrigation Department 

•237. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state— 

(i) the present number of employees in the Irrigation Department 
under each of the following heads: — 

(1) Cashiers, 

Overseers, 

(3) Toll-collectors, and 

(4) Clerks; 
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(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; 

(Hi) the number of new appointments that have been made in the 
department between' April, 1937, and February, 1941, under 
each of the aforesaid grades; and 

(tv) the numlier of such appointments that have prone to — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The collection 
of the information called for by the honourable member would involve 
an expenditure of time, labour and money which it would be difficult 
to justify in view of the recent decision of Government regarding the 
percentage of appointments to be filled by each community. He needs 
no special assurance from me that that decision is being implemented 
in the department of which 1 am in charge. 


Sluice gate on the right bank of the Damodar river. 

*238. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department he 
pleased to state what is the present condition of the sluice gate at 
“Nakrahana” on the right hank of the Damodar river? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate the construction of a “bund" 
instead of a sluice gate? 

(v) If the answer to (b\ is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state when such construction is likely to he taken 
up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) 1 am informed 
that the regulator wii» slight!.' damaged during the floods last year. 
Necessary repairs will l»e done before the next flood season. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Malaria havoo in Nctrokona subdivision. 

• *23*. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public l{<4dth and I/ocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether there has been a serious type of malaria 
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havoc in Netrokona subdivision, particularly at Kendua, Netrokona 
and Furba-dhalla and Isw^arganj, Nondail and Fulpur of Mymensingh 
Sadar North subdivision ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken for 
the protection of the people of the affected areas from the epidemic? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, thana by fhana. month by month from January to 
December, 1940, the number of deaths from the malaria havoc — 

(i) of all the thanas of the Netrokona subdivision; and 

(n) Iswarganj, Nandail and Fulpur thanas of the Sadar North sub- 
division, Mymensingh? 

id) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the quantity of quinine distributed in the affected area; and 

(ii) the cost incurred for the same? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate to start one charitable dispen- 
sary in every union of the above subdivisions in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: «/> It appears 
from the report of the Director of Public Health that the incidence 
of malaria has been less in 1940 compared to the previous year but the 
cases of mortality are larger. 

{(>) The honourable member is referred to the answer given by me 
to clause (h) of the starred question No. 124, dated the 7th March, 
1941. 


) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(d) Information is not readily available as regards particular areas. 
The honourable member is referred to the reply given to clause ( b ) 
above. 

(c) A scheme for reorganisation of public health services which 
contemplates one treatment centre between two Union Hoards with 
subsidiary centres is under the consideration of the Government The 
District Hoard of MyinetiMngh, however, have not yet agreed to accept 
the scheme. 

A separate proposal for making capital grants in aid towards 
establishment of a dispensary lietween two Union Hoards which will fit 
in with the reorganisation scheme i* also under examination. 
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Frw Primary (Upper Primary) Examination in Mymensingh (hiring 

1939-40. 


•340. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state, subdivision by 
subdivision, in the district of Mymensingh, — 

(<r) the number of students who appeared in the Free Primary (i.e., 
Upper Primary) Examination in the year — 

(1) 1939, and 

(2) 1940; 

(6) the number and name of the rent res of the Upper Primary 
Examination in each subdivision ; and 
(r) the number of scholarships meant for the specially meritorious 
hoys ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information is laid on the table. 


statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 240. 


Subdivision. 

(a) Mymensingh Sadar 
Jamalpur 
Tang ail 
Netrokona 
Kishoreganj . . 

Total 


1939. 

1940. 

\,m\ 

2,394 

1,017 

1,602 

1,567 

2,265 

731 


1,140 

1,655 

6,116 

8,861 


1939. 


Subdivision. No. of Name of centres, 

centres. 

(6) Mymensingh Sadar 14 Mymensingh Edward, City, Dari* 

rainpur, Senbari, Gafargaon 
high English, Bhaluka middle 
English, Ghandipasha high 
English, Iswarganj, Oouripur, 
Kandipara, Muktagacha, 

Ghoshgaon, Fulbaria middle 
English, Ealuaghat middle 
English 
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Subdivision. No. of Name of centres, 

oentree 

J&m&lpur . . 10 Jamalpur Government high 

English, Singjani high English, 
Nandina, Sherpur V. A., Chan- 
drakona, Balijuri, Bakshi- 
ganj, Dewanganj, Islam pur, 
Pingna. 

Tangail 8 High English — Tangail B. B., 

Kalihati, Suti V. M., Dhanbari, 
Nagarpur, Mirzapur. 

Middle English — Ghatail, Basaii. 

Netrokona 7 High English — Netrokona, Dutt, 

Netrokona Chandranath, Bar* 
hatta, Mohanganj, Teligati, 
Kendtia Sandikona. 

Kishoregan j . . . . 9 High English — Kishoreganj , 

— Kishoreganj Azimuddin, 

48 Husainpur, Bajitpur, Govinda- 

— pur, Achmita, Bhairab. 

High Madrasah -Pakundia. 

Middle English — Karimganj. 

1940. 

Mymensingh Nadar . . 8 High English — Mymensingh Zilla, 

City, Darirampur, Muktagacha, 
Ghoshgaon, Gafargaon, Chandi- 
j»asha, Iswurganj, Jamalpur. 

Jamalpur . . 9 Middle English—- Jamalpur Gov- 

ernment, Sherpur V. A., Nan- 
dina, Bakshiganj, Chandrakona, 
Pingna, Sharishabari, Dewan- 
ganj, Balijuri. 

Tangail . . . . 8 High English — Tangail B. B., 

Tangail Sibnath, Suti V. M., 
Mirzapur, Jamurki, Nagaipur, 
Kalihati, Dhanbari. 

Netrokona 5 High English— Netrokona Dutt, 

Netrokona An j um an, Barhatta, 
Purbadhala, Kendua. 

Kishoreganj 6 High English — Kishoreganj, 

— Kish of eganj Azimuddin, Bajit- 

36 pur, Husainpur, Bhairab. 

High Madrasah— Pakundia. 

(e) Open— 9 : — Sadar 2, Jamalpur 2, Tangail 2, Kishoreganj 2, Netrokona 1. 

Specially reserved for Muslim— 3. 

Specially reserved for Scheduled Caste — 5. 



1ML1 


QUESTIONS. 


235, 

Transfer of civil and criminal jurisdiction of certain villages under 
police-station el Madhukhali, Faridpur. 

*241. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS! (,n Will the Hon’bl. 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state, 
whether he is aware — 

(i) that the villages under the police-station of Madhukhali in the 
district of Faridpur appertain to the Sadar subdivision; 

(«) that Rajhari, the headquarters of the Goalundo subdivision in 
the same district, is more easily and in a shorter time- 
approachable to the public of the said villages than Farid- 
pur Sadar ; and 

(tit) that the public of the said villages have submitted representa- 
tions to the Provincial Government for the transfer of the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction over the villages under the- 
Madhukhali poliee-station from Faridpur Sadar to Goalundo 
(Rajhari) ? 

(b) If the answer to («) (ni) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'blo 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government have- 
taken in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (o> (n Madhukhali police- 
station was abolished in UWl. The villages iueluded in that poliee- 
station are now included in the Rhusna police-station which appertain* 
to the Sadar subdivision of the Faridpur district. 

(it) Yes, «o long as the Kalukhali Rhatiapara section of the Eastern* 
Bengal Railway exists. 

(tin No such representations appear to have been received. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of bis answer to 
question (a) (it), will the Hon’ble Minister Vie pleased to state if he 
has considered the desirability of transferring those villages within the 
Madhukhali police-station to the Rajhari police-station ? 

0 

. Th§ Hoci’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no such 
proposal before the Government at the present moment, and in view of 
the fact that there was recently a proposal to abolish this railway line, 
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Government considers it very undesirable to make any such change at 
present. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the question of abolishing 
that railway line has been abandoned by the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has been 
abandoned, but there is no such thing as settled fact. 


Reconstruction of Chittagong Islamic Intermediate College, Madrasah 
Hostel and PrinoipaPs quarters. 

*242. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will 
the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state what steps are being taken for the reconstruction of the — 

(1) Chittagong Islamic Intermediate College, 

(2) Madrasah Hostel, and 

(3) Principal’s quarters, 

on the lines recommended by the Public Works Department, 

Chittagong ? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the present madrasah building has been condemned by two 
Executive Engineers of Chittagong and the Education 
Department under the old Government; and 

<«) that the present Principal’s quarters have been declared 
unsatisfactory by the Public Works Department and adminis- 
trative authorities? 

(<;) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 


The Ho*l f blc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a> The question is under 
consideration. 

(b) (i) No, but some of the rooms on the ground floor are nark and 
are not suitable for class-room purposes. 

(»i) Yes. 

<c) The question is under consideration. 
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Irrigation aohomes for Cox’s Bazar Khaamahal, Chittagong. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) la the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) of the losses to Government revenue of Cox’s Bas&r Khasmahal 
on account of recurring annual floods in the following khdli 
within Cox’s Bazar subdivision, Chittagong, vis., — 

(1) Katakhali khal, 

(2) Patili khal , 

(3) Mitachari and Cm Khali khal, and 

(4) Bagkliali river near Cox’s Bazar Municipality; 

(it) that there are no irrigation and drainage schemes for the Cox’s 
Bazar Khasmahal ; and 

(in) that a contour survey of the subdivision for irrigation and' 
drainage schemes is needed ? 

(b) If the answers to in) (n) and (tit) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he contemplates 
taking in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Cox’s Bazar Khasmahal Offic ers have sub- 
mitted some schemes for bund, excavation and drainage to the Gov- 
ernment through proper channel for sanction? 

,(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the delay in sanctioning these 
schemes ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) There is 
some loss of Government revenue every year on account of floods in the 
Cox’s Bazar subdivision. 

(a) (it), (tit) and (h) to (//) There are three irrigation and drainage 
schemes relating to (’-ox’s Bazar Khasmahal, in different stages, which 
are now under consideration of the Communications and Works (Irri- 
gation) Department. 

For further information a separate question may be put to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department concerned. 

Muviiif of Sooond Court, Feni. 

•244 . 0 Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAQ: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether ho 
hat received a copy of the resolution recently passed by the Bar Asso- 
ciation, Feni. condemning* the conduct of the present Munsif, Second 
Court, Feni? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be ptewed to state whether any 
action has been taken on it? 

(c) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason therefor? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) No. 

( b ) and (c) Do not arise. 

Nomination of Scheduled Caste members to Union Boards in Pabna 

district. 

*24 5. Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware that during the latter part of the year 1940, nomina- 
tions for the Union Hoard were made for the district of Pabna by Local 
Government? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
cases of the Scheduled Castes of the district were taken into considera- 
tion in the matter of nomination ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any one was nominated from the 
Scheduled Castes to the Manikhal Union Board, Sagar Eandi Union 
Bourd, Hat Khali Union Board in Sujanagar police-station and Sahapur 
Union Board in Sara police-station of the district? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (,/) Yes, but the 
members of the Union Boards were appointed by the District Magistrate. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) One member of the Scheduled Castes was appointed on the 
Sahapur Union Board. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (c), whether it is a fact that 
the candidate who was appointed as a member of the scheduled castes 
community was not a member of that community? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

BebU MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
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Mf. JOCENDRA NATH MANDALs Will the Hon'blc Miniated 
be pleased to explain w-$y not a single member belonging to the 
scheduled castes was appointed in any of the three union boards men- 
tioned, vis., Manikhal Union Board, Sagar Kandi Union Board and 
Hat Khali Union Board? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Bemuse suitable 
candidates were not available. 

Mr. MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Is it not a fact that quite a 
sufficient number of scheduled castes candidates was available, but that 
due to the negligence of the authorities their cases were not properly 
taken into consideration P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sufficient can- 
didates there might have been, but suitable candidates were not 
available. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the llon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state what he understands by the term “suitable candidates” ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question docs not arise. 

Validity of oleotion of Khan Bahadur Md. Anwarul Azim, M.L.A. 

•246. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) 
Department be pleased to state whether Khun Bahadur Anwarul Asim, 
Bar.-at-Law, after his election, was declared by the Election Tribunal 
on the 30th July, 1038 (published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 20th 
January, 1939), disqualified for being a member of the Provincial legis- 
lative Assembly for a i>eriod of 5 years and for voting at any election 
for a similar period? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said 
disqualification has been removed ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the lion’ble Minister 
Ire pleased to state what actions the Government have taken, or propose 
to take, for penalising him under section 70 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, for taking port in the Assembly proceedings? 

Th. Wbto Sir BUOY PRASAO BINCH ROY: (a) and (ft) The 
honourable member is referred to the report of the Tribunal and to 
Government notification Ko. 56 A.R., dated the 17th January, 1939, 
published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 26th January, 1939, of which a 
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copy will be found in the Library. No order declaring him to be dis- 
qualified has been issued. Government propose to take no action upon 
the finding of the Tribunal as regards the return of election expenses. 
( c ) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give his reasons why Government did not act according to 
the direction of the Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was not a 

direction, but merely an advice. It was a recommendation to His 
Excellency the Governor and he acted in his discretion. 


Restriction on the depressed of ass Hindus regarding use of 
thoroughfares. 

•247. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that in the eastern side of Netrakona and Kishoreganj subdivisions, 
particularly in Khaliajuri, Madan, Astagram and Itna police-stations 
the depressed class Hindus with shoes on are not allowed to pass through 
thoroughfares running by the house of upj>er class Hindus and Muslims? 

(b) If the answer to bj) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government consider it desir- 
able to make enquiry with a view to putting a stop to this practice with- 
out delay? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I have no information 
to this effect. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell the House whether any step was taken or any attempt 
was made to have this information? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All that I say is that if 
the honourable member so desires 1 shall have an enquiry' made. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the advisability of notifying that the 
upper class Hindus and Muslims should not interfere with the shoes of 
scheduled caste Hindus? (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 
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Holding of public mootings in Dinajpur district 

* *248. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware of 
an order, dated the 20th February, 1941, promulgated by the 
District .Magistrate of Dinajpur, in exercise of the power conferred by 
paragraph 2 of the older issued under sub-rule (1) of rule 50 of the 
Defence of Iudiu Rules, and published under notification No. 912P.D., 
dated the 19th Octohei, 1940 (Government of Bengal, Home Depart- 
ment, Political), read with paragraph 0 of that order prohibiting 
holding of meetings protesting against the Government scheme of jute 
restriction without permission P 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the aftirmutive, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether a uniform order to this effect hat 
been promulgated throughout the Province P 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased — 

(i) to name the districts where such order has been promulgated; 
(it) to state whether the said order has been promulgated under the 
direction of the Provincial Government ; and 
(t ft) to lay on the table a copy of the order P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. (a) I have no information 

as to any such order. 

(h) and ( c ) (it) I refer the honourable member to the answer given 
to Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s short notice starred question No. 1T6 on 
the 20th March, 1941. 

(t) and (iti) I must ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 enclosed this order in 
original with the question. How is it that the Minister replies that he 
has no information? Does he deny that there has been any such order 
promulgated by the District Magistrate of Dinajpur by saying that be 
has no information Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: These documents are not usually forwarded, but 
if you like I can forward it. 

* Mr. NISHITHA NATty KUNDU : I enclosed the order in original. 
How is it that the Minister has not replied to question (c) (i) and 
(tit) and baa asked for fresh notice P Is it not a notice itself? 
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Mr* SPEAKER: It is a short notice question and naturally cannot 
be proper notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It has been replied to after 15 
days; so the question of short notice does not arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But the question was answered immediately. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, there was a thorough dis- 
cussion in this House with regard to that notification and there was a 
proposal on the side of the Government that if they are enlightened 
with facts and figures, they themselves will enquire and enlighten this 
House as to which District Magistrate took what action, and so forth. 
Now, at this fag end of the session the Hon'hle Minister asks for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will look into this question and see whether 
there was enough time taken for the reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That will solve the difficulty. 
It is a very important question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I find that the time was enough, then of course 
I am helpless 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir; the question may 
be held over till to-morrow. The Hon’hle Minister may consult the 
notification und then give a reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will only refer to it to-morrow in case I find 
that the time is not short, but if 1 find that the circumstances justify 
as regards the point of time, then I am helpless. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Arising out of the obser- 
vations made by you, may I submit that as regards short notice there 
is some discretion on the part of the Government? Government is at 
liberty to refuse acceptance of the notice, but as soon as Government 
baa accepted the notice, the obligation of the Minister to answer it is 
as good or ns bad as is in the case of an ordinary question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble*Minister 
be pleased to state whether he wants the members of the House to 
understand that this order was passed by the District Magistrate without 
consulting the Government or without the instruction of the Govern- 
ment to such an effect? 



QUESTIONS. 


24S 


1941 ,] 


TtM Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In passing an emergenoy 

order, Magistrates have no time to consult the Government. They pass 
orders on their own responsibility. Many of these orders are not known 
to* members of Government even. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased .to state whether Government have authorised the District 
Officers to pass orders under the Defence of India Rules without specific 
instruction from Government f 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The> have delegated 
authority in many matters. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I find that the question was promptly replied. 
It came as early as the beginning of this month. So there was no time. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that the 
sowing season for jute is almost over, docs the Hon ble Minister think 
it desirable to withhold that order of restriction for holding meetings 
for criticising the Jute Hilly 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Magistrate to do and not the 
Minister. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: In view nf the reply given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, are we to understand that the District Magistrate 
of Dinnjpur promulgated this order at his own discretion and not with 
the approval of Government ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not with previous approval. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: SuWquent approval? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
la it your ruling that three weeks’ time is not sufficient for an enquiry 
as to whether any order whs made or not Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ma\ tell you that the reply to thia question came 
just after the Assembly adjourned. The reply was pending here. 
Because the Assembly wgs not sitting, it could not be answered. 

(When Mr. Speaker asked unstaned questions to be called out.) 
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Mr. NtHARENDU OUTTA MAIUMOAR; Sir, as regards un- 

starred question No. 110 under the heading “Posting of Armed Police 
Force at Adampur village in Burdwan district,” as far as I remember, 
it was a starred question. May I know the reason, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you remember how many starred questions 
you have sent? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have not exceeded 

the number which is 12. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have exceeded the number. Do you know 
how many starred questions you can put? Twelve is the total number 
of questions. That is the reason why jour question has been put in 
the list unstarred question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Admission of Scheduled Casts students in Guru Training Schools in 

Mymonoingh' 

103. Mr. AMRITALAL MONDAL: (,/) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 

(t) the total number of — 

(1) Muslim, 

(2) Caste Hindu, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste, 

candidates taken this year for Guru Training classes in the 
district of Mymensingh ; 

(«) the names of such Scheduled Caste Guru Training candidates; 
and 

(m) whether the ratio in selecting the candidate has been maintain- 
ed ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (iit) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Tho HOflHMO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) («) and (w) A statement 

furnishing the information is laid on the table. 

(iit) The ratio has been maintained in th.? case of non-Matriculate 
Scheduled Caste candidates but not in the case of Matriculate candidates. 
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(b) The requisite number of Scheduled Caste Matriculate candidates 
wa s not available. All such Matriculate candidates who sat for the 
selection test were taken in irrespective of the marks secured by them 
and the vacant seats reserved for them were according to rule, filled 
up by Caste Hindu candidates. 


Statement* referred to in the reply to clause* (a) (») and (it) of unstarred 
question No. 103 . 

Statement I. 

(a) (t) The total number of candidates taken this year for Guru 
Training classes in the district of Mymensingh — 


(1) Muslims 

.. 

.. 369 

(2) Caste Hindus 


.. 100 

(3) Scheduled Caste 


.. 20 


Total . 

.. 479 


Statement II. 

(it) Names of Scheduled Caste candidates — 
Matriculate. 

1. iAnkeswar Das. 

2. Joysunder Das Sarkar. 

3. Harendra Chandra Choudhury. 

4. Bidhu Bhusan Das. 

5. Hand han Das Choudhury. 

6. Rash Behari Mandal. 

7. Kartik Chandra Mandal. 

8. T&r&ni Kanta Das. 

9. Satish Chandra Das. 

10. Monoranjan Das. 

11. Makhan Lai Sarkar. 

12. Chint&h&ran Das. 

13. Harendra Narayan Sarkar. 

* 14. Krishna Kanta Tjjakdas. 

16. Murari Mohan Das. 
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Non- Matriculate. 

16. Eaneswar Sarkar. 

17. Digendra Chandra Biswas. 

18. Sankhadhar Barman. 

19. Debendra Chandra Das. 

20. Satyendra Chandra Mai la Barman. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis this ratio for the Scheduled Castes was arrived 
atP 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer, but that 

is at the discretion of the authority who decides the question. 


Banibhaban Hostel. 

104. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Banibhaban Hostel at 8, Panchanon Ghosh l>ane, Calcutta, is managed 
by Government? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
complaints were received by the Director of Public Instruction against 
the administration of the said Banibhaban Hostel? 

(c) If so, when and by whom? 

(d) Has any enquiry been made into the matter? 

( e ) Has the enquiring officer submitted any report? 

(/) What action, if any, has been taken by the Government on the 
enquiry report? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table — 

( i ) a copy of the report of the enquiring officer; and 

(/i) the copy of the complaints made against the Superintendent of 
the said hostel? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: (a), (6), (d) and (e) Yes. 

(c) In 1940 by Mr. Rasik Iial Biswas, m l. a., 16 boarders and some 
menials of the hostel. 

(/) The matter is under consideration. 

(g) As the matter is confidential, copies 6f the complaints and the 
report thereon cannot be made public. 
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®®r» ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was the enquiring officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 require notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the report of the enquiry was submitted to the 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The report of the enquiry 
was submitted to the Education Department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: When? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : I cannot say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The report was submitted to the Director of Public 
Instruction. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: 1 would like to know when the 
report was submitted. My contention is this: how long the case has 
been kept pending without coming to any decision whatsoever. That 
is very important. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister hns asked for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Superintendent was connected in any way 
with any of the Ministers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know that I have disallowed this sort of 
question several times before. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of the complaint? 

Tht Hovt'bll Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. A long list of complaints 
has Wen forwarded for enquiry. 

Mr. /TUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us a gist of the complaints? 

t 

Th. HM'bl. Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: Mismanagement, in some 
cases embezzlement, ill-treatment, maladministration, etc. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what subsequent revelations came out with regard to 
the charge of embezzlement ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you a lawyer? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: No, Sir. I am a humble 

journalist. 

Mr. 40CENDRA NATH MANDAL: In view of the answer that 
the Banibhaban Hostel at 8, Panchanan Ghosh Lane, Calcutta, is 
managed by Government, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Superintendent of the Hostel was appointed by the 
Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise here at all. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that besides the signatories 
mentioned in answer (c), the petition was signed by some other 
persons who had no concern with the hostel and who were neither 
boarders nor guardians? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not very much matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (/), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long the matter will be 
under consideration? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the only pertinent question. 

Til# HonTjIa Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as Government is 
concerned, it is somewhat preoccupied at the present moment, and it 
will take some time before the matter will be taken up. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
state whether the file relating to the case was kept by one of the 
Ministers for about 8 or 9 months? 

Th# Hon*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know bow the 
honourable member has come to know anything about the file, but I 
may say that it is not correct. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleastd 
to state if Government received the file from the Enquiring Officer 
9 months before? 
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Mr, SPEAKERS The question should be, what is the reason lor 
this long delay? 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the reasons for the delay in coming to a decision in 
this matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA2LUL HUQ: The reason is that the 
members of the Scheduled Caste community are divided so far as the 
management of the hostel is concerned. Some are in favour of the 
present management and some against, and the Education Department 
are making strenuous efforts to bring the two divisions to some kind 
of arrangement by way of compromise. That is the reason for all this 
delay. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that it was found by the enquiring officer 
that the Superintendent was guilty of misappropriation of money? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That would be disclosing 
the contents of the report. The enquiring officer found that there 
were reasons for a close scrutiny of the affairs of the institution and, 
therefore, he thought it best to bring about a compromise between tbe 
two disputing sections. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Due to this delay in urriving at u 
decision, is the Hon’ble Minister awurt* that there has been immense 
suffering caused to the hoarders of the hostel? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. It is causing 
inconvenience to the hoarders, but 1 hope that some decisive action 
will he taken, soon. 

Btbu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Is it a fact that the majority 
of the signatories submitted immediately afterwards stating the 
circumstances under which the\ were coerced to put their signature by 
some political agitators? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Publication of names of eleeteif amt appointed m em b er s of Union 
Boards of the Murshidabad district 

105. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon 4 bl e 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) when (giving the first and last dates) the last general election of 

Union Boards in the Sadar subdivision of the Murshidabad 
district took place ; 

(b) when the District Magistrate of Murshidabad sent the names 

of members (elected and appointed) of such Union Boards 
for publication in the Gazette; 

(c) in respect of which Union Boards (with names) in the Sadar 

subdivision, no publication has yet been made ; 

( d ) the reasons for such non-publication ; and 

(e) when such publication is likely to be made? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Between the 15th February and the 8th April, 1940. 

( b ) On the 29th July and the 15th August, 1940. 

(c) The names of members of all the Union Boards have been pub- 
lished in the Calcutta Gazette. 

(d) and (e) In view of the answer to clause (c), these questions do not 
arise. 

Number of students reading in primary schools in Chandpur 
subdivision. 

108. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(a) the present number of — 

(1) free, and 

(2) aided, 

primary schools within the subdivision of Chandpur in the 
district of Tippera ; 

(5) the number of — 

(D boys, and 
(2) girls, 

reading in those schools; and 
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(c) the number of — 

(1) boys, and 

(2) girls, 

reading in the Eajapur aided primary school in No. 2, 
Ealocho Union within Hajiganj police-station of that sub- 
• division of ChandpurP 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
information, is laid on the table. 

Statement referred, to in the reply to unstarred question No. 106 y show- 
ing the present number of free and aided primary schools in 
Chandpur subdivision in Tippera , and number of boys and girls 
reading m them and number of boys and girls in Rajapur aided 


primary school. 

Number of primary schools — 

Free ... ... 314 

Aided ... ... 176 

* Number of pupils — 

Boy a ... ... 47,138 

Girls ... 12,094 

Rajapur Aided Rnmary School. 

(1) The number of Imjvk ... ... 84 

(2) The number of girls ... ... 43 

Total ... 127 


Poor funds in Government sehoois in Bakarganj district 

W. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: (a) Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department pleased to state 
whether there is any fund organised by each Government school for 
the poor # student« in Bakarganj district? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) how many boys receive stipends from these poor funds where 
such funds exist; 
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(it) the number of them that are— 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslima ; 

(in) the respective number of — 

(1) Hindu, and 

(2) Muslim, 

students of these schools ; and 
(tv) what principle is followed in the award of such help? 

The Hon’blt Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There are poor fundi 
only in Barisal Zilla School and the Jhalakati Government Higl 
English School of this district. 

(b) (i) Six boys of the Barisal Zilla School, and 4 boyB of th< 


Jhalakati Government High School. 

Barisal Zilla 

Jhalakati 


School. 

Government 

(tt) Hindus 

2 

High School. 

3 

Muslims 

4 

1 

(hi) Hindus 

231 

176 

Muslims 

... 177 

45 


(iv) Poverty coupled with merit is the main criterion for the award 
of help from the poor funds. 


Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that it is communal consideration and not what is stated in 
answer (b) that is responsible for this glaring disparity in the award 
of stipends between Hindu and Muslim students and that there is a 
keen sense of resentment on this account? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is supplying information and not asking for 
it. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who are the contributors to these poor funds? 

The HofPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 
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Resolution past'd at the Ariel Bil Conference, 

108. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if the attention of the Government has Wen 
drawn to the resolution (No. 1), passed at the Arial Bil Conference, held 
at Malifeanda, Dacca, on the 14th January, 1041, last under the presi- 
dentship of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, m . l.a. , containing suggestions 
for quickly raising the bed of the aforesaid Arial Bil and deepening* the 
bed of river Icchamati by the scouring method without involving much 
expenditure? 

(b) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, 
if any, the Government propose to take in the mutter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Costtmbazar: 

(a) No, except through this question. I have, however, just obtained 
a Bengali pamphlet entitled “Arial Bil Summelon" from the Agricul- 
ture and Industries Department of this Government. This pumphlet 
contains the resolution (No. 1) referred to by the honourable member. 

(b) I am informed that at the instance of the Collector of Duccu, a 
preliminary enquiry into the matter has been made by u local officer of 
this department who has submitted his report to the Collector. His 
recommendation, when received, will he considered. 

Establishment of charitable dispanaariaa in Chittagong. 

109. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: («) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state whether 
ho received any applications from the local inhabitants for the establish- 
ment of — 

(0 the Khitapchar Nanda Kerani’s Charitable Dispensary in Union 
Board No. V Saroatali, police-station Boalkhali, district 
Chittagong; and 

(tt) Nanupur Charitable Dispensary at Nanupur, police-station 
Fatickcheri, district Chittagong, in response to the Local 
• Self-Government and Public Health Department Circular 
No. 2675-2679P.H,, dated the 9th November, 1936? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the amount prayed for in each 
case for capital and recurring grants respectively, and why the said 
amounts were not sanctioned? 

. (c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the late Babu Nanda Kumar 
Kerani deposited firstly Rs.2,000 with the Imperial Bank, Chittagong 
branch, in the name of the Collector of Chittagong in 1936 and secondly 



vmzzm: 


(22nd 


iff 


his son Babu B. Das made over a letter of authority to the Collector, 
Chittagong, on the 11th December, 1939, to withdraw a further sum 
of Rs. 1,000 from the Shakpura Jouth Bank towards the cost of establish- 
ing the Khitapchar Dispensary? 

(d) If so, is the money still lying idle in the Bank? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, but the application was uot in response to Government 
Circular No. 2675-2079P.H . . dat<*d the 9th No\ enihci . l f| 35. 

(h) Khifupchur- — Its. 1,500 capital and Its. 800 recurring. 

Nanupur — Its. 2, 100 capital. 

No capital grant is paid out of provincial revenues towards establish- 
ment of rural dispensaries, which is primarily the responsibility ot the 
local bodies concerned. 

Recurring grants at fixed rates are made to rural dispensaries after 
they are actually established and on fulfilment of certain conditions by 
these dispensaries. 

(c) It is rejHirted that a sum of Its. 2, 000 is deposited in the Bank. 

Government are not aware of an\ furthei sum of Its. 1,000 or of any 
letter of authority relating to that sum. 

(</) The amount ot Rs.2,000 is reported to be lying in the Imperial 
Bank as preliminary arrangements for setting up and running the dis- 
pensary are not complete. 


Potting of Armed Police force at Adampur village in Burdwan district 

110. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon* hie Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that special Armed Police force has 
been posted at Adampur? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that on the 29th January, 1941, about 500 or 600 
cattle were seised by the Armed Police and the Zamind&rs, Gomostaa 
and Nagdis at Adampur and its surrounding places? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the *Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(«) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an enquiry into the incidence at Adampur of the 29th January, 1941? 
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Thi Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: (a) Yes-4 armed constable# 

under a lance naik. 

(6) Because of some undesirable {political agitators who wore carry* 
iug on ant i-za mindary and anti-Governwent propaganda and because 
they created an atmosphere prejudicial to the public peace and order 
by their mischievous activities. 

(< ) and <*/> It was onl\ 50 head of cattle that trespassed and damaged 
Benagrttss in the khm land of one Znuiindtir. Some Paiks and Nagdie 
of the Znmindar were driving the cattle to the local jiound when u lurge 
numl>er of villagers of Adumpur attacked them and attempted to rescue 
the cattle. Two of the armed constables intervened to pieveii; breach 
of the peace when one of them was assaulted by the tioters. Five 
persons have been sent up for trial. 

(e) No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
an* tier* (< ) and (//), will the Double Minister la* pleased to state how 
precisely did he ascertain that >0 head ot cattle actually trespassed 
into the lands of the zemindar? 

Mr, SPEAKER: It i* no us- diving into the process. You had 
better ask tor iniormntiou. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: From whom did the 
Government get the report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th rough the usual machinery. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Here it is said that 
50 head of cattle trespassed and damaged 

Mr. SPEAKER. Then he might turn round and ask you how did 
you come to know of it and the process will thus be interminable. 

• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does the Dou ble 

Minister, take the responsibility for the statement that 50 head of 
cattle trespassed into the lands of the zemindar? 


Tilt HoaTM* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The cattle that trespassed 
and damaged consisted of 50 head; whether each and every one of 
those 50 head trespassed iftto the lands of the zemindar is a different 
question. 
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Drainage of oertftfn biff treat in Safer «nff Narail subdivisions, 
dsssoro. 

111. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that there is no means of drainage in the vast bil area under 

the jurisdiction of Narail and Kalia police-stations in Narail 
subdivision and Abkayanagar police-station of Sadar sub- 
division of Jessore; and 

(ii) that crops cannot be grown in the said area? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased trt state what steps the Government propose to take 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) ( i ) There are some low-lying areas in the localities, where cultiva- 
tion is difficult for want of facilities for drainage. 

(if) Yes: in some very low pockets in the areas. 

(b) The matter is receiving attention. 

A scheme has been prepared with the object of improving the Uttar 
and Bhurbhuria hih in Sadar and Narail subdivisions of the Jessore 
district at an estimated cost of Its. The question of financing it 

has been taken up. 

A contour survey is in progress for the purpose of obtaining data 
for the preparation of a detailed estimate for the improvement and 
reclamation of Baranal, Silimpur and other bih. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With regard to the 
punitive tax imposed at Dacca, I gave notice of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got my consent? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have jrot a communi- 
cation which runs thus: — *T give my consent to the matter being 
brought before this House.” I then notice that the word .“I” has 
been erased and made very diffuse and in the space towards the left 
the words “I cannot” have been written in different ink. - 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the danger of enquiring into the process. 
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Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: This it rather too 
conspicuously made to escape notice. 

‘Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fai t, I disposed of this file at about 
4-30 p.m. to-day. Probably the usual form containing the words “I 
give my consent” was ready in order to send it on to you. But I have 
carefully considered it, and I think it is a matter which in its present 
form cannot come up, and the reason why I did not give my consent 
to it was due to the absence of some suitable words in it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am very thankful to 

you, Sir, for the kind explanation you have given; but since you have 
been good enough to give this explanation. I should like to know more 
about it, i.e as to the specific rule under which \ou are ruling it out. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, I never did it before, but you 
can well see that I have been forced to do il on this adjournment 
motion, as the attitude of the House on the last motion leaves me no 
other alternative but to do so. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Hut eueh day is 

different from the othei and must he considered on its own merits. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 uni -um I nin (In imlliing mote. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

Th. Bengal Local Srif-CovarmMnt (Amendment) Bill, 1941, u pauod 
by the Bengal Lagislativa Counoil. 

Tho Hon’ble Bir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY (on botialf of tha 
Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): Sir, 1 betr to 
move that the Bengal Ixioal Self-Government 'Amendment! Hill, 1941, 
as passed by the Henpal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 


Tha Bengal Legislature (Privileges and Powers) Bill, 1841. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of 
information, Sir. Is it the Privilege Bill that the Hon’ble Minister 
is introducing? 

• Mr. 8PBAKER: No. I have had a discussion with the Govern- 
ment Whip yesterday . f propose to d inruns the question either with 
Mr. Ba«u oi with Mr. Sanya! tofore the Bill i# taken up by the House. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Then the Privilege Bill is being 
passed over for the present? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the first four amendments are not in order 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the dilatory motions 
are taken up, I think there should he a discussion on the merits ot the 
Bill itself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. But the dilaton motions aie not in order. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is not my point, Sir 
Before (he motions tor leterenee ot the Bill to Select Committee are 
taken up 


Mr. SPEAKER: Select Committee motion- are in tin* nature ot 
amendments to the main Bill. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: But the\ proceed upon the 
assumption that the main principles ot the Bill are accepted b\ the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Select Committee motion* arc 1 amendments to 
the main Bill and. therefore, in that connection the principles underly- 
ing the Bill can also he discussed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Cnder rule 7f> ot the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules there may l>e a discussion first 
on the principles of the Bill. Then comes the question of reference 
to Select Committee* under nilc 7b. It is quite evident therefore that 
one is prior to the other. Cnder rule To we shall oppose the Bill 
outright ami under rule 7b we shall propose that instead of considering 
the Bill, clause by clause, it should he referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you know, Mr. Sanyal. that aH Select 
Committee motions are of the nature of amendments to the main 
motion. Therefore, after an amendment for reference to Select 
Committee is moved, you can speak both on the principles of the Bill 
as also on the question of reference to the Select Committee. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Then You suggest that the 
principles of the Bill and the reference matter may be discussed 
together? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Mr Speaker. Sir. I heg to 
move, by way of amemlment, that the Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, us parsed In the Bengal Legislative Council, 
he referred to a Select Committee 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y oil can move just up to that for the present, and 
the rest will come up later on, if neressarx . 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: All right. Sir 

Mr. Speaker, Sn . 1 move this motion to bring it to the notice ot 
the House that although the Bill, at first sight, seems to be a simple 
one. it is m reality fraught with duiigemu* consequences. The first 
thing to which 1 w ish to diaw tin* attention of the House is that it 
contravenes station t // » of the Government of India Act. By 
clause !l of this Bill the (iovcrnment desires that the cases which are 
now pending or will be pending befoie the passing of this Bill either 
in the High < omt or in the lower courts will automat ically \m Mopped. 
1 submit that theie is a special pinvision of the (ioverutnent ot India 
Act that all High Courts will have inherent jurisdiction to consider 
cases decided h\ lowei courts. Sir. the High Court under its power 
ot supervision might haw* taken jurisdiction over a good uumher of 
cases It those eases ate -topped or all attempt is made to stop those 
cases, 1 -.uhiuit that the power given by section ih> of the Govern- 
ment ot India Act will be mteifered with. 

Then again, ihen* is a <*.ilut.it\ provision of law that all eases 
should he instituted in the forum of lowest jurisdiction Generally, 
the Munsif’s and Sub-Judge* courts were the forum, but this salutary 
provision is being taken away. and the court ot the District Judge is 
being chosen tor cases under the Loral Self *f *o\ eminent Ad. 

Then. Sir. the question ot appeal is u very difficult mutter. 1 
submit that the eases contemplated under the Local Self-Government 
Act deal with substantive rights »»f citizens - I mean the election cases. 
Therefore, if no appeal is allowed, I think justice will not be done to 
the parties concerned. 

Another question is whether when a case will fa* filed in the court 
of a District Judge he will be entitled to transfer the case to one of his 
subordinate officers, and if a case is decided by a subordinate officer, 
it is not expressly* mentioned in this Bill whether any appeal will lie 
allowed iu the court of the District Judge from his decision. 
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Then, Sir, there i« the question of deposit before filing a case, if 
this Bill is passed into law. This Bill prescribes Rs. 100, but I think 
that is a very big sum. Moreover, in addition to that the District 
Judge will be authorised to take a further sum as deposit or security 
and there is no limit to what amount he can demand from the party. 
I submit this will be an injustice to people who will come to our law 
courts. ^ 

Further, Sir, if this Bill is passed, the parties will be harassed. 
Quite a number of such cases, I think, are now pending in various 
courts in this province. Those cases are going to be stopped, and the 
parties concerned will be again ordered to file cases before the District 
Judges within thirty days. There are cases where commissions have 
l>een sent, witnesses have been examined on commission, photographs 
have been taken, maps have been prepared and a good amount of money 
have been spent. Those suits will be dropped and fresh cases will be 
tried dr novo , entailing great hardship and harassment to the parties 
concerned. Under these circumstances, I submit this Bill should not 
be passed into law now, hut it should he sent to a Select Committee so 
that the provisions contained in it may he thoroughly discussed, and 
a revised Bill, if such a Bill is at all required to he passed, can be 
brought before this House in a proper form. 

Again, Sir, there is another question. There is a good deal of 
rumour that this Bill is specially intended to defeat some cases relating 
to the District Board of Dacca. 1 do not know whether it is true or 
not, but if that he the intention of Go\ernment , 1 think that in a 
period like this this kind of Bill should not he pressed, if by taking 
the law in this form the minorities are suppressed and if the persons 
who are defeated in this way or that wa\ by the majority party cannot 
get redress in court and law comes in the way. It would not be 
desirable that the minority opinion should be oppressed and suppressed 
hy passing this law and giving retrospective effect in this tumultuous 
time. 

With these remarks. Sir, I commend t lie motion to the House for 
acceptance. 

i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir. 1 oppose this 
Bill on the following grounds. In the first column of the Bill we find 
that there is no provision as to when this Bill will be given effect to. 
Under section H provision is made for giving retrospective effect. Sir, 
we do not support the idea of giving retrospective effect, especially 
in a Bill of this character. I submit. Sir. that it is nothing but 
evading the law. Some illegal actions whicfi have. been done in softie 
district boards, e.g., in Dacca, ( hittagoug and Burdwan, are going to 
be legalised by this Bill. If nothing wrong has been done in tboee 
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districts, why is retrospective effect going to be given under the pro- 
tection of this Bill? Let those cases be decided according to the* 
existing laws and let this Bill come into existence after it gets the 
assent of the Governor, and it is notified in the Calcutta official gazette. 
That is the ordinary rule in the case of every Bill. Retrospective 
effect, if it is given at all, should be given very cautiously. I can 
understand if retrospective effect is given in case of an economy 
measure, but I cannot understand how retrospective effect is proposed 
to be given only to legalise some wrong done by the authorities in some 
of the districts. This Bill is popularly known us the Dacca Bill 
(Laughter from the Opposition Benches.), and that is why the session 
has heen extended even after t he Easter. There were many important 
Bills, there were many important matters for discussion in the House, 
especially the Floud Commission's Report which was at your wish, 
Mr. Speaker, postponed till the first day of the next session. I think 
that if there was any reason for adjourning the House till after the 
Easter, it was for the discussion of the Floud ('ommission’s Report. 
The Coalition Benches are heard to say as if we are not anxious to 
have discussion on the Floud Commission’s Report in this session. 
On the contran. Sir, we were very anxious to discuss it ami. as a 
matter of fact, we are still anxious to discuss the Floud Commission’* 
Report in this session, but it is the Government which is not prepared 
to discuss the Floud Commission's Report. They think that a Bill 
to amend certain clauses in the Local SelM iovernment Act is more 
important than the Floud Commission’s Report. (Mnulvi Am Hoss.u.V 
SutKui: Mr Salim should be installed first!) (Mr. Scki-.ndra N.vrir 
Bisw \s : They an* tenants of Dacca.) May I ask the Hon* Ido- 
Minister in charge of this Rill whether under the existing law there 
is any difficult} in the working of the Local Kelf-Govci nioent Act? 1 
submit. Sir, that there is absolutely no difficult} in flic existing Local 
Self-Government Art. Government wants to give power to the District 
Judge. The authority appointed under section 1 *LS is the District 
Judge. Before this Bill is brought In this House, there has heen a 
notification under the Local Self-Government Act asking District 
Magistrates to add rule *>0 after rule and informing them that the 
authority appointed is the District Judge. That has already been 
gazetted in the CnfrutUi (inzi’lte. dated the Iffth March. So, there is 
no difficulty in the lineal Self-Government Act to go on with the election 
to local bodies. Still they want some protection for some acts done in 
some districts for which the existing laws will not suit them. That is 
why. Sir, this Bill has heen brought. This Bill might have been 
hrougb* before the House for discussion in the July Session, hut it wa* 
thought so important that Government had to extend the session and, 
of course, they ^ave also made some sacrifice in postponing their 
jotorney to the hill station, and they are waiting till this Bill is passed 
bv this House. 
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Then, Sir, there are other grounds why this Bill should be opposed. 
In this Bill, Sir, you will find that not only retrospective effect is^ 
going to be given, but section 18B is also going to be amended. A 
proviso has been added to that section, namely, “Provided that the 
validity of any election shall not be questioned in any petition under 
this section — 

(a) on the ground that the name of any person qualified to vote 

has been omitted from the electoral roll, or 

(b) on the ground that t he name of any person not qualified to 

vote lias been inserted in the electoral roll.” 

Sir, I have no objection so far as sub-clause (a) of the proviso is 
concerned, because in preparing the electoral roll there mav be omis- 
sions of some names, but I cannot understand how a man who is not 
qualified to vote can he included in the electoral roll. A man who is 
qualified to vote may not be ineluded through mistake; this position 
can be understood. But a man who is not qualified to vote — how he 
can be included in the electoral roll, 1 cannot understand that. If any 
name is entered in the electoral roll who is not qualified to vote at the 
preliminary stage, objection may be filed before the revising authority 
or the registering authority and steps mav be taken, but utter the 
preliminary publication ami before the final publication it one's name 
is included no notice will be given to an\ individual that X’* name is 
going to be included; but if V is to be excluded, notice is to be given 
it A has t ak objection as regards his qualification But when X 
is going to be included, no notice need be given to the voteis When 
u gentleman finds that hi* name is not in tin* voters' list, he mav go 
to the District Magistrate and the District Magistrate it he so likes 
or the revising authority it he *o preteis mav have In* name entered 
in the list. The whole thing i> this, that previously the district board 
was controlled by the urban people. Rural people geneiallv did not 
represent the district board, but under the present law they are not 
voters. One who is to be a voter of the district board is required to 
have residence in the local board area or in the district board rural 
area. I think that in the districts of Dacca, Chittagong and other 
places there are gentlemen who have got no residential quulificut ions, 
but who have still got then names entered, and in spite of their*, objec- 
tions those petitions were not taken as valid. Sir, I do not mind if 
there be a regular election or if a wrong name is inserted, and if 
there be a regular election fight and the voter chooses a disqualified 
man who was not qualified to vote, 1 can understand that. Supposing 
A and B filed nomination papers for X constituency, and A waa not a 
qualified voter and his name had been entered in the electoral roll. If 
those nomination papers were valid and A was returned, we have 
nothing to say. Supposing, on the other hanft, A and B filed nomina- 
tion papers for X constituency and the nomination paper of A wan 
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cancelled at the time of the scrutiny and B was declared elected un- 
11 contested though B was not a qualified voter. These points have got 
to be discussed. There are many things in the Bill like that, and it 
should not be hurriedly passed. I do not think that the Local Self- 
Government Department will he paralysed if they are asked to wait 
till July next. Under the existing law. members can function unless 
they arq declared h\ the court to he disqualified. Unless their election 
i* declared void, the\ can function a* member* of the Board. There 
is no bar to that under the existing law. Still this Bill has been 
brought before thi^ House onl.v to suit the convenience of some 
members. 

Then, Sir. no appeal shall lie against the decision ot the District 
Judge. Examples have been shown in support ot it, and the\ want 
to follow the Assent hl\ election proeedute Thctetore, tlie\ have pro- 
vided foi sn mans things that if the Distnct .fudge think* such and 
such cost should he given, such and such *ecuiit\ should he furnished, 
etc. The\ are going* to follow the ptoccdute adopted in the Assembly 
election. 1 can appreciate ihese things, hut at the same time l must 
su.\ in the election petition ot the I.egishttuic there is n 
tribunal and thiee .fudges sn on that tithuual In the 
Calcutta Municipal Act there is appeal against the decision ot the 
origiirul mint, Inn in tliis ease no ap|M*al. it is said, shall lie The 
Distnct J udge is tin* final authoiits I think that the appeal should 
lie in the High ( milt against tin* decision ot the Distnct fudge. With 
the*r few words | oppose the motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: s„ | r:*e to oppose the 
motion «d the Hon Ide "sir Hi.pn I’nisnd Singh f(o\ tm mole than one 
reason FirstK. Sn. I oppose this motion tor the simple teu*on that 
it was originated in the Council and passed h\ tfo* t'ouncil Such 
important. drn*tie and dangerous changes in i }»♦- Loral SelMioveru- 
llient Act might to ha\e oiiginated in this House tot consideration 
Government have attempted to entei thtmigh the lack doo? jot obvious 
reasons 

The Hon'bfe Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: On a point of 

order. Sir. The other House ha* passed an important Mill and it can- 
not he tailed hack door I think that it is unpurhutiienfuix 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. we have even right to 
challenge the justice of the .step taken b\ the Government in introduc- 
ing a Bill of this nature in the Council, and we stand on our privilege* in 
claiming that a Bill of such importance u* the present one should have 
originated in the Lower tlouse, that ii*. in the Assembly and not in the 
Upper House. The Hon’hle Minister cannot possihk claim that it in 
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unparliamentary to stand upon our privileges and to preta, as a matter 
of right, that such a step ought to have been taken in the Assembly^ 
and not in the Council. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a position which the House can very 
legitimately take. But I think that “back door” is not the proper 
expression to use. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU. It is certainly not a front door. 
Let it be a side door. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Or a trap door! 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My second reason is also 
very simple. I oppose it for the indecent haste that has been taken 
recourse to by the Government. The Bill suggests drastic changes. 
Without discussing the details ot the provisions of the Bill. 1 will 
discuss the general principle and with it some of t he provisions of the 
Bill. The Bill suggests in clause i < -7 1 , the petitionei shall, at the 
time of filing the petition under sub-section (7), deposit in court one 
hundred rupees as security for the costs likely to be incurred by anv 
of the respondents. We may agiee most unwillingly to ibis proposal. 
But I think thut no member of this House will agree to sub-section 
( 4 ) in which it has been suggested : 

“The Judge may at any stage <d the proceedings tequire the peti- 
tioner to deposit in court a further sum as the costs incurred or likely 
to be incurred by any respondent or to give security or further security 
for the payment ot the same ami if, within the time fixed by him, or 
within such further time as he may allow, such costs are not deposited 
or such further security is not furnished, as t lie case may he, may 
dismiss the petition.” 

Nobody knows the amount that will be asked by the District Judge 
to deposit ns cash or as security for a petition to lie filed by a man who 
is aggrieved. This is certainly a dangerous change that has been 
suggested in the Bill. 

i 

To come to section 180. it is suggested t hat the decision or order 
of the Judge under section 181), 18E or 1SF shall he final. Sir, the 
Hoifble Minister iu charge might have suggested that the report of the 
enquiry by the District Judge ought to be submitted to the Minister 
in charge of Local Self-Government for his decision, and his decision 
shall be final. That would have been more agreeable on the part of 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government. The Bill 
has been characterised by Mr. Atul Chandra TLumar as Dacca Bill. I 
go a step further and say that if this Bill is passed into an Act. it will 
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be characterised by a section of this House as Shahabuddiu Act of 
sQacca. (Mr. Nishitha Nath Krxnr : It is also a Dacca District 
Companies Act.) At the instance of the representative of the Cabinet 
of* Dacca these dangerous changes have l>ecn suggested. May I ask the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill after the serious changes made in 
the year 19-32-33 by the old Council, what was the urgency of suggesting 
these drastic changes? Has he, for the purpose of kuowing facts from 
countries other than India, consulted the Local Government Act of 
Germany, the Local Government Act of the United States of America 
and the Local Government Act of the United Kingdom? Sir, I want 
these answers from the Hon'hle Minister in charge of the Bill here and 
now whether any Act — any Local Government Act, not laical Self- 
Government Act — Local Government Act of the United Kingdom, 
suggested that this sort of security should be deposited in the court for 
filiug a petition by the aggrieved party. Then, again, section 1K-I 
suggests — ‘‘No election of a member of a district board or a local 
board shall be called in question in an \ court except under the proce- 
dure provided In this Act and no order passed in any proceeding under 
sections 1<SB to 18G (both inclusive ) shall be called in question in any 
court and no court shall grant an injunction.” 

Sir, the court has inherent jurisdiction to take cognisance of any 
plaint made In any aggrieved party. But here, Sir, the Government 
proposes to take all power in its own band indirectly. Sir, may I 
ask, what is in the contemplation of the Member in charge of this 
Bill? Why is he suggesting these drastic changes? Sir, it is obvious 
that cases have been filed in connection with the last Dacca District 
Board election, and only to come out of the difficulties that have been 
created by the law of the land, the Government proposes to sail 
smoothly by passing this Act, and, so, skilfully it was engineered in 
the Upper House first And then, Sir, only to unnerve us by passing 
this Bill, it has been brought to us at this fag end of the Budget 
Session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. Sir, if permitted, I 
propose to move an amendment because I feel that 1 ought to move 
an amendment that a Select Committee of the whole House be formed 
for considering the provisions of this Bill, Hnd that is the only proper 
remedy for this sort of motions moved by the Hon’hle Minister. Sir, 
the Leader of the House has absolute discretion in giving the House 
an opportunity of going through the different provisions of the Bill, 
clause by clause. I had a mind to submit a petition through the 
Hon’ble Speaker to the Committee of Petitions for postponing the 
consideration of this Bill for obvious reasons, but I bad not the 
time and opportunity to do so. Sir, I have consulted several chairmen 
of district boards belonging to the Coalition Party, and I have asked 
for their frank opinions^ with regard to the changes, and each and 
every one of them has suggested that this Bill is meant for Dacca 
and Dacca alone and for no other place. This is the view given by the 
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chairmen of different district boards of the province, belonging to the 
Coalition Party. With these words, Sir, I oppose this motion moved 
bv the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also join 
di\ feeble voice in the opposition to the introduction and consideration 
of this Bill. 

Sir, J hope the House will not consider this question in a spirit of 
lev it \ , because ver\ important questions are raised not only by tbe 
Mibstume of the Bill hut also by t lie method and manner of rushing 
it through the House. Mi. Speaker, Sir, we need not go to any 
member of the Coalition Party or to any source for information that 
it is a Dacca Bill. It \ou will just permit me to quote a few lines 
from the original Bill in which the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
is appended/ the matter would be amply clear. In the middle ot the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons it runs thus; — 

“Suits have also been filed in the civil courts in respect ot certain 
elections of members ot the District Boards ot Dacca and Chittagong 
held under the rules for direct election to distreit boards*." 

Now, it is no longer a secret, not even an open secret — it is an open 
matter to-da\ that certain stalwarts of the Coalition Part’s are 
interested in the Dacca District Board election, and, Sir, even a child 
can see through the game ot the Government. The stalwarts are 
forcing the hands of Government to bring in a Bill of this nature by 
which their elevation to certain co\eted positions mat he assured and 
ensured. 1 do not know, Sir, who are the limelights of Chittagong in 
whose interest also the Bill has been brought forward, but it is clear 
that some of my friends who adorn high positions in the Coalition 
Party are interested in the changes which are being brought. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. the method of bringing this Bill reminds me of 
the famous comment of George Bernard Shaw upon certain observa- 
tions of H. G. Wells. You know, Sir, H. G. Wells wrote a book — a 
fiction — entitled “Tbe Wheels of Chance,” in which a hoop-driver is 
the principal figure who fell in love with a lady of high standing. 
The hoop-driver was a cyclist and that was his only qualification* The 
hoop-driver was an interesting figure — he fell iu love with a highborn 
maiden and had an interesting career. H. G. Wells while comment- 
ing upon the British Constitution said — “The British Constitution is 
unworkable and doe* not suit the requirements of the British nation." 
George Bernard Shaw in his answer to that in his characteristic style 
replied that a Constitution which was good for Gladstone, Disraeli and 
Asquith was not good for the hoop-driver. My friend the Government 
Whip — I envy his position — has fallen in love* with tbe District Board 
of Dacca, and the existing law which has been good enough for all 
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the district boards over this province of Bengal is no longer good for 
Ml* hoop-driver of the District Board of Dacca. The wheels of chance 
are rolling, and if the wheels are rolling they are rolling in favour of 
somebody and the poor province is meeting the heavy burden of the 
costs of those wheels. My friend. Mr. Aim Hussain Sarkar, was 
referring to the Companies Act while he was mentioning that the 
District Judge is given original and primary powers only under the 
Companies Act. M\ friend Mr. Xishitha Nath Kundu made a very 
interesting running comment that it is also a Dacca District Companies 
Act. I do not know whethei it is u good or u had company. N.r, we 
on behalf of the Opposition oppose this Bill on i t principles and 
methods, because if you would just go down to the next sentence I 
will show you that the solicitude of the (io\ eminent is. pure and 
simple, a humbug and a hoax. It is said that the life of the Hoard 
concerned will he unduly prolonged in consequence of such resort to 
dilators civil court proceedings. To gimid against such undesirable 
consequences this Bill seeks to provide tor a speeial inaehinery for the 
decision of disputes, etc. This anxiety on the part of tiovernment 
to bring into existence the new Boanls i> a pure humbug, and it is 
on lx in the interest of certain persons that these pious platitudes are 
being expressed. I am giving you. Sir. a concrete example. To-day 
in answer to the unstarred question No. lOo put by my humble self, it 
appears that in certain subdivisions of the Mursliidabad district the 
general election of union boanls took place in July ami August, 1940. 
The names of half the members of union boards went into the Gazette, 
but Hie remainder did not go, and it was only on the 22ml March that 
the constitution of the new boanls was announced, ami prnbuhly even 
the matter ifeo'uld have been delayed further hut for the interpellation 
which was put by me. Flections to union boards took place in July, 
and the composition of the new boards did not get the effect till 
towards the end of March. That was because I made a direct 
challenge; that was because certain members of the Coalition Party 
were not happ\ on account of certain nomination* which were recom- 
mended by the District Magistrate and, therefore, they were holding 
up the whole matter and the Government was playing into their hands. 
Government delays when it is to the interest of the Coalition Party; 
Government hurries up under the plea of expeditious dealings when 
it is to the interest of the limelights of the Coalition Party. I submit, 
Sir, we must stand upon principles, aud as my friend Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar has so ably pointed out, it is quite clear that the existing Act 
is quite competent to deal with the emergency that-enay arise. 

Sir, the jurisdiction of the civil courts is proposed to be taken 
away. We stand strongly against that, because according to the 
English conception from which these things are derived, right of 
franchise is right of property and these litigation disputes over property 
can travel up to the highest tribunal because it ts necessary that the 
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litigants should get the opportunity of the highest tribunal. I do not 
know, Sir, why right of franchise, which under the democratic conoqp^* 
tion is a very precious property than any other property, should be 
saddled by Judges who at least are less competent than the Judges 
who adorn the benches of the highest judiciary. 

So far as the question of expedition is concerned, I submit, Sir, 
nowadays the High Court Rules and Circular Orders are for the 
expedition of ordinary cases, not to speak of extraordinary cases. If 
the matter can be decided by the District Judge as a Special Judge, 

I do not know why even the ordinary courts cannot deal with them 
peremptorily. Sir, there are ample provisions in the High Court 
Circulars that special cases should be dealt with peremptorily, and you 
know, Sir — even though you are not a practising law\yer to-day — in the 
civil courts cases are decided to-day in course of less than three months 
which originally used to take about two years. And if stringent 
measures are necessary, if precautionary measures are necessary, well, 
the Ministry for the Judiciary and Executive can write to the Hon’ble 
High Co\irt asking for the High Court’s special intervention in these 
cases and asking the High Court to give directions to the lower courts 
to whip up the trial and decision of such cases.* The- Mtlnsifs and the 
District Judges can speedily dispose of these things in course of a 
month, and an appeal to the High Court for special arrangement can 
also be disposed of in course of two or three months. There is abso- 
lutely no reason to suspect or distrust the existing provisions of the 
Local Self-Government Act and there is no reason to discredit and 
condemn the existing provisions of the civil court. They have been 
quite good for dispassionate and disinterested people, and. the Govern- 
ment is trying to find fault with them only in the interest of a few 
people, and we are not certainly going to countenance this position. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Atul Kumar has just expressed the considered 
opinion of the House, at least of the Opposition, that the Government 
is toying with not only legislative measures, but it is toying also with 
the views of the public in dealing with this matter in such a fashion. 
You know, Sir, that when towards the end of the first week of April 
the question of the Floud Commission Report discussion came up, the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister stood up in his nonchalant way — I hope 
he was not sincere — and challenged the Opposition for trying to shelve 
the discussion of the Floud Commission Report, We expressed our 
anxiety to go into the matter and you yourself. Sir, in your wisdom 
«aid that the matter must necessarily wait because the volumes were 
not circulated. At that time both yourself and the Opposition dis- 
cussed the question on the basis of the understanding that the House 
was not going to continue beyond the 9th of April. But 9th of April 
came and went by. and it was heard that the Dacca Emergency 
Legislation Bill will have to he discussed and, therefore, even after 
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the recess the House would have to be summoned iu order to discuss 
^tbis question. Sir, it has been very aptly said that if the House 
sfras resummoned or if the House continued after the Kaster. the 
House ought to have continued only for discussing the all-important 
recommendations of the Floud Commission. Sir, merely to discuss a 
toy Bill like this there lias been so much huge waste of time, so much 
Luge waste of public money of the noue too wealthy exchequer of 
this province, Sir. thousands and thousands of rupees have been 
spent over this petty and petulant Bill which is meant only to placate 
tbe vanity of interested quarters. We know that we cannot hold up 
the passage of this Bill; we know that we are in a minority; but fhen 
still we know that our heart is the heart ot the province, and 
we know that we are voicing the feeling* of the province at large 
My friend Mr. dalaluddin Hu*hcmy was good enough to refer to 
certain opinion* that lie ireeived horn certain chairmen who belong 
to the Coalition Party Well. 1 will supplement his observations. 1 
have ascertained the opinion* ot even chairmen who do not belong to 
tin* House or to the Cpper House. Sir. the unanimous opinion ot 
per*on* who ate connected with the district board is tliat 
there nee<( not be an\ hum, and I go further and say that 
tlo* lule-makillg power of the (iovernment under the existing law- 
giver plenty ot loom tor certain modification*, if necessary, and the 
expedition which is mm proposed or which is now desired through this 
legislation can lie >c< ured by *ome amendment of the existing rule or 
b\ the promulgation of fresh rules. The worst feature is this. The 
Bengal Local Self-Hover nment Act ran be amended and overhauled 
to a large extent in eertuin material particulars. We would be very 
glad to welcome a Bill which 'would ^irnpytuva rail i cal reconstruction 
of the existing legislation with regard to Local Self-Hovei nment . 
There is a great deal of things to be done with regard to franehise. 
There is a great deal of things to be done with regard to the 
administration by the district and local boards. Well, these are 
things which will concern and touch the vital needs of the people, and 
it a Bill of that de*i r iption had heen brought, we would only he too 
glad to lend our support to the Bill with qfir amendments for improving 
upon it. But the Bill sc it stand* i* a petty Bill; it is a personal Bill; 
it is a Bill to placate the vanity of certain members and we on behalf 
of the* Opposition want to throw it and to oppose it lock, stock and 
barrel. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 ju*t want to arid a few 
words to the chorus of disapproval which has been sounded on the floor 
of tbe ftouse against the motion which m\ honourable friend the 
Minister in charge ha* brought forward before this House. Sir, 
aeyiou s charges hrfVe beefc made by responsible members of this House 
that the machinery of the Legislature is being misused, is being 
1*8 
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abused, in the interest of particular members of the Coalition Party 
who are in high favour of the Government. These are serious chargjp^ 
in all conscience, and I hope that my friend the Hon'ble Minister will 
stand up and will have the courage to refute the charges if there is. no 
basis for them. 

Sir. we have seen that in the interest of a particular community or 
a class, legislative measures have been introduced in this House. Some 
of them had an economic background, an economic basis upon which 
the whole superstructure was raised, and as such a great deal might 
be said in support of those measures. But here is a piece of legislation 
which is frankly and absolutely personal in character. There is no 
basis, no justification whatsoever so far as the merits of this piece of 
legislation are concerned. I know my honourable friend the Hon’ble 
Minister, the commentator of the Bengal Municipal Act that he is, 
will stand up and say that there is a provision of a similar nature in 
the Bengal Municipal Act which provides that election cases are to be 
instituted before the District Judge who is nominated as a persona 
dcsifjnaUi , not in his capacity of a civil court but as the District Judge 
designated under the Act as the person, as the authority which will 
deal with these election petitions. 1 understand a similar course will 
have to be adopted in these instances and that will probably be the 
justification of the Hon’ble Minister. 

I know, Sir, that in many cases failure of justice has occurred with 
regard to municipal election cases under the Bengal Municipal Act, 
because the right of the civil court to pronounce upon the genuineness 
of the objections that ure put forward in such cases has been taken 
away. 1 myself can speak from my own experience that Subordinate 
Judges who have been called persona destynatu and to whom cases 
have Wen transferred by the District Judge for being dealt with under 
the new provision of the Bengal Municipal Act have gone into these 
matters and given decisions which have met with strong disapproval 
by the High Court so far as the merits of these cases were concerned. 
They have declared themselves powerless in view of the provision in 
the Bengal Municipal Act that no revision or no appeal will lie to a 
higher court from the decision of these persona designata , namely, the 
District Judge or the Subordinate Judge to whom the election eases 
may be transferred. 1 remember particularly one case in whieh I had 
the honour of appearing in the High Court. The learned Judge heard 
the whole case. He fouud that the decision was palpably w r rong and 
unsustainable on the merits of the case. At the end of the hearing he 
laughed and said, 4 ‘I have wasted so much time. 1 know th^jt I have 
absolutely no right to go iuto this matter, but having regard to the 
nature of the case 1 thought I should have an inkling as to how these 
provisions were being worked.” I would aslc the Hon’ble Minister to 
Utilise the experience that has been gathered in the working of the 
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Municipal Act in Election cases. Thej would have been witter by a 
^ttle examination of the actual operation of the Bengal Municipal Act 
in this respect. Even if there be any the slightest justification so far 
as. municipal cases are concerned for ousting the jurisdiction of the 
civil court or of an appellate court in these matters, there can hardly 
be any justification at all in cases relating to the district board elections. 
In the rural areas evidence cannot be secured so fully and so carefully 
as can be done in urban areas, and persons who fight elections in the 
rural areas are under greater handicap and require the protection of 
the court to a much greuter extent than would be necessary in the 
municipal areas. There is that difference between cases from rural 
areas and municipal areas. You require a closer scrutiny with regard 
to the evidence brought from rural areas in these election cases than 
would probably be necessary with regard to cases from municipal 
areas. 

Then, again, even under the Calcutta Municipal Act it is the Hijrh 
Court that has been given the power to entertain cases challenging 
the validity of elections. From a decision of a High Court Judge 
sitting singly the defeated party has the right to prefer an appeal to 
the Appellate Bench of the High Court. All such rights are taken 
away under the Bill before the House. It has been taken away under 
the Bengal Municipal Act. That is had enough, and the working of 
it has disclosed that that state of affairs is certuiuly not what should 
be encouraged or justified by enacting unother legislation on similar 
lines. If the Calcutta Municipal Act gives power to a High Court 
Judge to hear election cases and gives the right to an aggrieved party 
to come up before an Appellate Bench of the High Court, why take 
away such rights from aggrieved persons in rural elections to invoke 
the aid of the civil court and an appellate courts It has Immui said 
that the Dacca elections are responsible for this piece of legislation. 
There are [tending cases in civil courts which have got to be taken 
out of their jurisdiction and placed in the hands of pernorui destgnala 
for the purpose of suiting the convenience of certain persona grata. 
That is the position. Persona grata have got to he satisfied by placing 
their cases in the hands of persona destgnata. and Government have 
set their seal of approval to this beautifully organised, 1 shall not use 
the woql “conspiracy,” but it is a combination of personal interests 
which are being sought to be satisfied through the machinery of the 
Legislature and the Government. I strongly protest against this 
attempt on the part of the Govern men t and the henchmen of the 
Government through the machinery of the Legislature, wasting public 
time and, public money in this most unsupportablo and unjustifiable 
manner. 

* Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I will not tra\erse the 
grounds that have already been covered, but I think that it is my clear 
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duty to enter my most emphatic protest as has already been done by 
two members of my party. Since the discussion began, I have gone 
through the provisions of this Bill. I could not find any reason wh%**^ 
*oever why the jurisdiction of the Munsifs of the lowest court where 
civil cases are tried has been sought to be taken away. Sir, much has 
been said about the Dacca elections. I know that Dacca is looming 
large not only in the politics of this province, but also in the politics 
of the whole of India. And may Dacca loom large for many more years? 
But it is scandalous that this Bill should be hurried through just after 
the District Board elections hu\e been held at Dacca. This is the first 
time when elections to the District Board of Dacca have been held 
under the new Act. Elections have been held and votes have l>een given 
by voters to candidates for elections direct to the District Board. Sir, 
it is my inhumation that Mime se>en or eight cases have been filed 
against certain successful candidates and there is chairman designate 
who would l>e elected chairman of the District Board and possibly 
notices have been issued on that gentleman and some other gentlemen 
who are elected to the Board to show cause why injunction should not be 
granted against them so far as their attending the sittings of the Board 
is concerned. It is very dangerous and it is most scandalous that just 
after the election and just at the moment when the House was going to 
let ire, this Bill is being sought to be hurried through. Whv this 
haste? You have delayed the discussion of the report of the Land 
Revenue Commission. You have not discussed the other provisions of 
the Act. There are many important provisions of the Local Self- 
Government Act which ought to l>e thoroughly discussed. We have 
been demanding the discussion of many provisions, for example, the 
abolition of nominations to local bodies. This is a scandalous affair. 
Elections are held, nominations are held up every year, and other things 
are rumoured in the air and all kinds of malpractices and corrupt prac- 
tices have been going on from the lowest strata right up to the upper 
strata. This corrupt atmosphere must end. The other day at the time 
of the discussion on the adjournment motion I had to speak out many 
painful things. To-day I feel and believe that this is the worst feature 
that has been placed before us. Sir, 1 have gone through the provi- 
sions very carefulh , and I find that they are trving not only to sabo- 
tage the privileges of the people at large, hut they are also thinking — 
those who are in power to-day possibly are thinking — that ^y these 
means the local bodies would be under their control. Possibly, they are 
thinking that if this Bill is jwssed into au Act, it will not be possible for 
others to institute cases or if cases are instituted, directions would be 
given to officers who would l>e prostituted and thereby the whole 
atmosphere would be vicious, and we will move in a viciojis circle. 
Sir, I am speakiug with all seriousness on this question of taking away 
the powers of the Muusifs as also on the question of the deposit # of 
Rs. 100. There is no reason whatsoever as fo whv^you should demand 
a deposit of Rs. 100 from each petitioner. In the event of a person 
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getting himself elected by some means which are palpably questionable, 
iT should always be open even to a villager to file an election case. 
As has already been pointed out . the civil courts have beei* 
trying these cases and disposing of them very well. Then, why is 
this hurry for a Bill like the present oneV Are not the civil courts 
functioning properly Y Is not the Judicial Ministei functioning still!* 
Are not the other Ministers functioning properly y If it is the inten- 
tion of the Government that election dispute canes should he disport 
of as expeditiously us possible, they can do so b\ issuing u circular to 
the effect that the Munsifs and the Judges concerned should go through 
such cases promptly and pass final judgments thereon as early as possi- 
ble. The present Government have made themselves famous by issuing 
various circulars —private circulars, confidential circulars, secret 
circulars copies of some of which we have got hold of —and they ('an 
very well solve thin question «>f dela\ in thi** particular case* by issuing 
a circular only. 

Sir. 1 am connnced that thin Bill has l><»en brought in here at the 
fag end of thin session to the* exclusion of othet important matters only 
with the' infenl of installing ( io\ ernmeut’s fa\ouritc persons belong- 
ing to the Ministerial Duty as (’hamnan and Vu e-(*hnirtuuit of the 
Dacca District Board Sir. the* Dacca District Board is not a parti- 
cular concern of ours; we are concerned with the rights and privileges 
of the ‘,*7 districts of Bengal l find that in the pertinent sec tion lS-l. 
Government ba\e sought to provide as follows* 

“No election of a memboi of a district lcourd from a local bon nt 
shall 1 h‘ called in question except under the procedure provided by this 
.Vet and no oidet passed in an\ pro* eediug uudei sections |SB to l.sfi 
( both inclusive) shall lu* called in question in an\ court and net comt 
shall grant an injunction ui> to pn*t|ioiie an election of a member of a 
district Ixmrd <»r a local board or ih) to predubit an\ person declared to 
have bc'en duly elected*’ - and this is \ery imjxutarit. Sir “from taking 
part in the* ptocccdiugs ot a district lcoard oi local ImuiicI of which he 
has been elected a memlcer '. etc. 

Therefore, Sii. I sax that this provision has been made with a view* 
to attaining some |»arti< ulai objec t that the* Government have in view. 

I submit that the injunction clause and the clause which deals with the 
deposit of money are not nnlv prohibitory see far as elec tion cases are 
concerned but also unjust. This Bill has been brought forward in order 
to suit the convenience of certain persons or class of persons in the 
matter of their election as ( liainuan or Vice-Chairman so far an the 
Dacca District Board is concerned. And in order to suit the conveni- 
ence of tfiese persons the public of Bengal will have to pav a large sum 
of # money for these two or three days’ sittings of the Assembly after a 
long recess so that* some* favourite person may tie installed as the 
Chairman of the District Board of Dacca. This is. Sir, absurd, pre- 
po'stermis and scandalous. I ap|*eal to the ministry that to preserve 
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its fair name and prestige, it should withdraw this Bill at once and at 
least for once declare that because a Dacca question is involved, it 
withdrawing this Bill. I also appeal to the House not to pass the Bill 
in its jwesent form. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, 1 have got a motion. 1 can also inform 
you that ex-Minister Mr. Nausher Ali would like to speak on this 
matter. In the meantime, Sir, before he comes, may I speak for a few 
minutes ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. If he were here, I would be prepared to 
allow him. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I have got a motion of my own. May I 
speak for only two minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry it in too late. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, little did I 
expect this storm over a tea cup. To my mind, Sir, this Bill is a very 
simple and very businesslike measure. It only incorporates some of 
the accepted principles and provision* in some othei statute**. As lias 
been pointed out by my friend Mr. Suntosh Kumar Basu, there is a 
similar provision in the Bengal Municipal Act. Now, Sir, what is the 
object of this Bill? The object of this Bill is to expedite the reconsti- 
tution of some of the district hoards. (Iiai IIarkndra Nath Chai - 
nn r hi : By means fair or foul!) Sir, insinuations have been made that 
this Bill has been introduced in the interest of particular individuals and 
that this is a measure of a personal character. I join issue with these 
observations. Sir, it is so easy to make these allegations, but I would 
draw' the attention of the House to the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of the Bill as introduced elsewhere. There Government made 
it very clear win they introduced this Bill. Now take, for instance, 
the position of the Dacca District Board. The Dacca District Board 
ran its full course of life, namely, five years and tw'o years more, so that 
seven years have already elajwed and this is the eighth yefir. My 
honourable friend Mr. Basu laid great stress on the right of exercising 
franchise. 1 entirely agree with him, hut I would put it to him 
whether if these civil suits are allowed to be prosecuted, will it or will 
jt not — (Mr. Sasanka Skkiiar Svnyai. : That i» what I said and not 
Mr. Basu.) All right, Sir, I stand corrected. As I was saying, Sir, 
will it not amount to indirectly deprive one of the right of exercising 
his franchise by rendering it ineffective? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is earning the burden of five Ministers! 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: That is creatiug confusion. 

Th# Hon’bto Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then, Sir. T will 
dfraw the attention of the House ako to section J17 of the Bengal Muni* 
cipal Act. The provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act have been bodily 
incorporated in this Bill. So, it is not a new principle that I am ask- 
ing the House to accept. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Wus there any retrospective effect 
there Y 

Th# Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: T hut was because there was no 
Dacca. 

Th. Hon’bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD SIHCH ROY: I hojm my 
will have intirnci* with me. 1 lmjx> that a. a mptnWr and 

as Deputy I vender of the Opposition he expects tiovernmenl to 
explain their conduct, if l tnu\ use that expression. (Mr. Santonh 
Kim\k Bam : 1 am onl\ helping you.) Sir, it is the duty of (Govern- 
ment to see that the reconstitution of the local Unites is not unduly 
hampered. The Dana District Board has already completed seven 
vears, that is. two years more than its normal life; and this is the 
eighth year of its life. (Uni Hahknoka Nath CiiAViuirRi : Why?) 
Now, Sir, if these suits are continued, there will be appeals to the High 
Court ; there will be appeals on interlocutory matters, so that it may 
take two or three years more l»efnre then* is any chance of reconstitu- 
tion of the Board. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Even without suits it has already 
run for tw*o \ear«* more. Who is responsible!” I say (Government is 
responsible. 

Th# Hon’bl# Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is regret- 

table, but that does not justify its further prolongation. (Mr. Atul 
Ohasoka Kimvh: Why do you |x*nnlise all the districts!”) 

Sire my honourable friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Bumu has said that 
there are serious abuses of the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act. 
Sit, those provisions have been on the statute book for over 11 year*, 
but up till now* nobody has come forward with an amendment. If 
those provisions had been really abused, I ain perfectly certain that the 
legislators would have introduced a non-official Bill for the removal of 
these abuses. (Mr. Santosh Kimah Bam*: Yes, for circulation.) I 
sftbmit, Sir, that # the provisions have not been actually abused. 
Sif, what are the proposals in this Bill ? The proposals axe that Die* 
tiict Judge, or Subordinate Judge or a judicial officer not below 4b# 
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rank of a Subordinate Judge would be appointed as authority for trv% 
ing election disputes. (Rai Harexdha Nath Chafdhuhi : Sole add 
final authority.) Yes, sole and final authority, but you know, Sir, that 
District Judge has unlimited pecuniary juried ictioijf and so also has a 
Subordinate Judge. So, is it very surprising, is it very wrong that Gov- 
ernment should ask the House to invest the District Judge or the Sub- 
ordinate Judge with powers to finally deride such election disputes? 
(Mr. Santosh Kumar Bast: Without any appeal.) In the Gov- 
ernment of India (Provincial Elections), (Corrupt Practices and Elec- 
tions Petitions) Order, 1936, there are provisions for tribunals and the 
decision of the tribunal is final. (Mr. K\xtosh Kumar Bast: We 
symjmthise with you, but you are defending a bad case.) Sir. we are 
only following the principles already accepted in the Government of 
India Act and in the Bengal Municipal Act, and I see no reason why 
there should be so much opposition to the Government proposal. 

In this view of the matter, I hope that the House will agree to mv 
motion and will reject the motion mo\ed 1>\ Mi. Aim Hossain Sarkar. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hussain Saikai that the Hill be referred 
to a Select Committee was then put and a division taken with ihe follow- 
ing result : — 


A Ml WlM. MmIvI. 

AM Hit Mil lirkir, Mailvl. 

AMI Past, Mr. Mi. 

Aaharyya Qhtiihiry, Maharaja laabi Kaata, at 
Maktagaaha, Myaitatiagh. 

AalaiaBBia AbattB, Mr. 

BaatrjM, Mr. Prat* at* a Nath. 

•aaarjl, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Barn a, Baku Pramhari. 

Bar me, Mr. PaapajH. 
laraaa, Baha Bbyaaia PriMi. 

Bamaa, BaM UpaaBra Nath. 

Btw, Mr. lahtiah Kmar. 

Bhaviaik, Or. Bihtnia Ohaaira. 

Bim, Mr. larat Chaaira. 

Chakrmbarty, Mr. iattaira Nath. 

GBaaBBart, Nai Haraaira Nath. 

Dai, Mr. Mimabaa. 

Dm Bapta, BaM Khataaira Nath. 

Dm Bapta, «rt|at Naraaira Nath. 

KartaBal Mao*, Kaai. 

Bbaaa, Mr. Atal Kriahaa. 

BlMMila Ahaiai, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. N 

Hasaa AH OhaaBBary, Mr. lyai. 

JatalaMta NaaNaaay, Mr. lyai. 

Jaaal AN MajmBar, Maahri. 


ABBal Aata, Maataaa M4. 

ABBal Hafta. Mr. Mina. 

ABBal Mata. Hr. MM. 

AMal Naktaa ViBrmparl, Maatai MB. 
ABBal *ua*B, Mr. A. M. 


AYES 53. 

Kmar, Mr. Atal GhaaBra. 

KaaBa, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

MaJI. Mr. AiwaJta Kmar. 

Majamiar, Mrs. Maatapriva. 

MaaBal, Mr Aiarita Lai. 

MaaBal, Mr. JiganBra Nath. 

MaaBal. Mr. KriaBaa Praiai. 
Maainxianaa lalmaBaBl, Mailaaa MB. 
Maphal Naaaia, Mr. 

Mikharjaa, Mr. Tarakaath, M.B.E. 
MakBarJI, Or. H. C. 

Naikar, Mr. Hia GhaaBra. 

Naathar AN, Mr. SyaB. 

Pata, Mr. BaraBa Pnsaaaa. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tartalcharaa. 

NmlxaBBia Ah nai, Mr. 

Bay, Mr. Ohara GhaaBra. 

Nay, Nai BahaBir Kablrai GhaaBra. 

Bay, Mr. MaaaMrtha Bath. 

•aayal, Mr. taaaaka takkar. - 
•an. Mr. Atal GhaaBra. 

•aa, Rai BahaBir Bagaah GhaaBra. 
IhahaBaN, Mr. 
thmsaBBia AB»aB, Mr. M. 

Mag ha, Baha KiBalra Nath. 

Wattar Bahaiaa, Maalvt. 

Zanaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

HOES — YDS. 

ABBal iaBBar, MaatvL 

ABBal KaBar, Hr. (aMaa LaTMaaB). 

ABBal KartBa, Mr. 

ABBal MaHB, Mr. tpa B. 

ABBal W«h«B Kfcaa, Mr. 
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lalm, Kkaa >flw A. F. M. 

Bahama WH<I. Mr. 

BaatBW Mth maal m. 

ABkar iHkMi, ImM Ml 
ABM DM. KMa lltKw ImW I. 

AMar DM, Kkaa irtiiir Shah. 

AMw Banal, MaaM. 

AMm Makati ImM Ml 
AM Maakim, Maatvl. 

AMI MaaM Alma, Mr. 

ANAAM.Rr. 

Alma All leayMart. Kill Balaam Maalaaa. 

Ahmak All Mrikka. Maatvl. 

Alma Hasala, Mr. 

AMasakM Ahmak, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia. Maalvi Ml 
Aawaral Atlrn. Kkaa Bakakar Ml 
Ask ratal!, Mr. M. 

Aaiak Haataia Kkaa, Kkaa Bafcakar Maalvi. 

Askar All, Maalvi. 

Bitaras, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Clark. Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal Ckaakra. 

Das, Bai lakifc Klrit Bkataa. 

Data, Baka Dahaakra Nath. 

Ckkar, Mr. Upaakranath. 

Farhak Rasa Ohawkhary, Mr. M. 

Faalal Maf, tks Haft’Ma Mr. A. K. 

Failal Qaaktr, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 

Faxlar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Oacca). 

Faalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Mymaaaiagb). 
filakklag, Mr. D. 

Daiam Aa/ara r Haulm. Mr. shah tyal 
ttaraag, Mr. Damkar Singh. 

Bfasakkia Ahauk Ckaakkary, Alhakj. 

W«a Rakkaal Ahmak. Maalvi. 

Makkaar. Mr. R. r. 

HaSsakkia Okaakkart. Maalvi. 

Hamikakkia Ahmak. Kkaa laklb. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haaaaa tia maa, Maalvi Mk. 

Maskam All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi. 

Maternally kamakar, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. I 

Havklagt, Mr. R. 4. 

Msakry, Mr. OavM. 

Htywaak. Mr. Ragan. 

Ikrtt Ahmak Mia, Maalvi. 

Ihr 1 A_\t.K b:\ am) the Snvs 


U Hmatk to ABM. Kkaa BaksB BmM. 
KaMnMa Kkaa. Kkaa Bakakar MaaM. 

Kami All Wrtk, SaMktaka Kaaaa kak lyM. 
Kaaaaky, Mr. I. B. 

MaBragm, Mr. B. B. 

■ Ml t ilM a Ahmak, Dr. 

M a k a ak kl a Ahauk, MaaM. 

Maakai. Mr. Baaka BakarL 
Mania*, Mr. Jagat Ckaakra. 

Maaak All Kkaa Faaai, Ai-Hakj MaaM. 

MNas, Mr. C. W. 

Makammak AM, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Mastom AM Malta h, MaaM M. 

Matammal Hag. MaaM Mk. 

MakftMMak Afiat, Kkaa Bakakar MaaM Syal 
Makammak kaiaimaa, Kkaa Bakakar MaaM. 
MaUiak, tka Haa'kia Mr. Makaaka Bakary. 

Mattkk. Mr. Falla Bakary. 

MasksrraV Hassala, tka Maa'kia Naarak, Khan 
Bakakar. 

Mastag swui Hagai, Mr. tyal 
Nartaa. Mr. H. R. 

Raikat, tka Haa'hla Mr. Frasaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaniay. 

Ray, Mr. Fafiram. 

! takaraikia Akmak, Mr. 
lakrakkia Akmak. MaJI. 
tahaka-Alam. Mr. tytk. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

SaaasHak. Dr. 

Sarkar, Baka Makkaaakaa. 

Sarafai Mam, Mr. 

Skakakakkia, Mr. Khwa|a. O.B.t. 

Skamaakkia Akmak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Sinclair, Mr. 4. f. 

Slrkar, Baka Utta Maaka. 

Itavaa, Mr. 4. W- R. 

Baku warty. tka Haa’kla Mr. H. S. 

BpaHtr, Mr. 4 . H 

Tat at Akmak Ckaakkary, Maalvi Hail. 

Walktr, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkttahaal Mr. R. B. 

Warkswarth. Mr. W. C- 
Vaaaat Mint. 

lul, till* lliolinn WilM lo>it. 



1 li«‘ n»"t ion of tin* If on hit* Sit Hijov 1‘ia-iul Siujiii Ho\ t it «« t tin* 

HiMiyiU Lor ,il St*)Mfnvt«riuii(*nt < Ann mlim-nt » Hill, HM1, a* piiNMol l»v 
thr* Hwijral ivt* ('mini il, Ik* takrn ltito <*on ^ i »f »*? ut inn , was tlo*u 

|>ut ami a ilivivioii taki'M with thi* following i»*sii)i : 


AB4W Asia, Maalaaa Ml 
Akkal Mats, Mr. Mina. 

AMk NaRs, Mr. Mia. 

ABM Hakim tnfcnmpmt, MaaM Ml 
ABM MamM, Mr. A. M. 


ABM Kakar, Mr. <aNaa LalMaak). • 
Alta l Karim, Mr, 

^M Maf* Mr. Syal 
ABM WaBkB Kkaa. Mr. 


Am it, 

I AMar Bahama, Kkaa Bakakar A. F. M. 
, AMar Bakmaa StetM. Mr. 

AMar Raakaal MaaM Ml 
A Ma r Raaf, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi S. 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa Bakakar Shah. 
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AbaMk HMia, Mr. 

AMssakkHi Aback, KM mur MartiL 
AariaaRab, Kbaa Mb MaatvL 
A Mir AH Mia, Maatvt Mk. 

Aavarai Arlia, Kbaa Babakar 94. 

Aihrafall, Mr. M. 

Aatak Maaata Khaa, KM B ab aka r Maalvi. 
Blvwas, Mr. Ratlfc Lai. 

Baa, Mr. Aaafcal Cbaakra. 

Bat, Hal Sahib KlrH Bkaaaa. 

Data, Baka Babaakra Mata. 

Kikar, Mr. Vyaakr aaatk. 

Farbak Rasa Ohawkbary, Mr. M. 

Faslal Hag, tba Haa’Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaaklr, Kbaa Babakar Maalvi. 

Fa liar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Faslar Rabaiaa, Mr. (MyauMtlagh). 

Blakkiag, Mr. B. 

Rataai larwar Haaalai, Mr. Sbab Cyak. 

Camay, Mr. OaMkar Magb. 

SalaM Rakkaal Ahaivk. 

Hakkaw, Mr. R. R. 

HaBiakkia Obaakhart, Maalvi. 

Naailkakkta Abaak, Kbaa kablk. 

HaaHHaa, Mr. K. A. 

HaaaaanaMaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Haabaai All Kbaa, Kbaa Bakakar Maalvi. 
NataaiaBy kamakar, Kbaa Sahib Maalvi. 
Mawklaga, Mr. R. 4. 

Haakry, Mr. Davik. 

Ikrta Abaiak Mia, Maalvi. 
kaaiMakkla Abmak, Kbaa Sahak Maalvi. 
Kakirakkia Kbaa, Kbaa Babakar Maalvi. 
KaaaM All Mlrsa, Saklkiaka Kaaraa kah Sytk. 
Kaaaaky, Mr. I. «. 

MaBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Makaakkia Abaiak, Or. 

MaBaakkla Abaiak, Maalvi. 


Ma a ka l. Mr. Baaka B akari. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Cbaakra. 

Maaak AH Kkaa Faaai, Afkakf Maalvi. 

MUaa, Mr. 0. W. 

MafcaaiaMk AN, Khaa Bakakar. 

■aaiaai All M wNah, Maalvi M. 

Hama* Hag, Maalvi Mk. 

MakaaiauM Altai, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvi Byak. 
MahaaiauM lahagaa, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiak laraH, Maalvi. 

MaHtek, tba Naa’Ma Mr. Makaaka Bakary. 

Makiak, Mr. Falla Babary. 

MaabarraB H iia a l a . (ha Naa’Ma Navab, Kbaa 
Babakar. 

Baikal, tba Naa'Ma Mr. Fraaaaaa Oak. 

Ray, Mr. Bbaaaafay. 

Ray, Mr, Faliraai, 
takarakkia Abaiak, Mr. 

KaSrakkla Abaiak. Naji. 
tabaka Ala ai, Mr. tyak. 
taliai, Mr. t. A. 

SaaaaHab, Dr. 
tarajal lalaai, Mr. 

thahakakkia, Mr. Kbvaja, C.B I I. 

•baauakkia Abaiak Kbaakbar, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. f. 

Siaclalr, Mr. k. p. 
tirkar, Baka Litta Maaka. 

Stavaa, Mr. k. W. R. 

Sabraararky, tba Naa’Ma Mr. M. S. 

Spallar, Mr. 4. M. 

Tafal Abaiak Cbaakbary, Maalvi Najl. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whltabaak, Mr. R. B. 

Warkawartb. Mr. W. C. 

Vaaaaf Mima. 

Vasal All Cbaakbary. Mr. 


NOES— 50. 


Akkai Wabak, Maalvi. 

Aka Naaaala Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Fait, Mr. Mk. 

Aabaryya Cbaakbary, Mabaraja taabl Kaata, al 
Maktagaaba, Myaiaaalagb. 

ANaiakkla Abaiak. Mr. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatha Nath. 

Ba*ar|L Mr. Satya Frlya. 

Baraia, Baba Fraaibari. 

Baraiaa, Baka tbyaaaa Fraaak. 

Baaa, Mr. Saataab Kaaiar. 

Bbawarik, Or. Babiaka Cbaakra. 

Biawaa, Mr. Saraakra Nats. 

Baaa, Mr. Sarat Cbaakra. 

Shakrabarty, Mr. iaiiaka Natb. 

Cbaakban, Ral Naraakra Natb. 

Baa Bayta. Baba Kbagaakra Natb. 

Baa Bayta. Srtjat Naraakra Natb. 

Batta Maa a aik ar , Mr. Mbvaaka. 
la i k a k al Nagaa, KatL 
Bbaaa, Mr. Alai Kriabaa. 

B laaaikl a Ah auk, Mr. 

Bayta, Mr. 4. H. 

Naaaa AH Sbaakkary, Mr. tyak. 
kaWakMa Na ab aa i y, Mr. Byak. 
kaaak AN MMaaikar, Maalvi. 


Kaaiar, Mr. Atai Cbaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Niahttha Natb. 

Ma|l, Mr. Akvalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mra Maaiayrava.. 

Maakal, Mr. Aiartta Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriabaa Fraaak. 
Maairatsaaiaa 1 alaai akakl. Maalaaa Mk. 
Magbal Naaala, Mr. 

Makarajaa. Mr. Tarakaatb. M.B.K. 
Naakar, Mr. Naai Cbaakra. 

Naaahar AN, Mr. Cyak. 

Fait. Mr. Baraka Fraaaaaa. 

Fraaiaalfc, Mr. Tarialtbaraa. 

Ra arta akkla Abaiak, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Cham Cbaakra. 

Ray, Ral Babakar Kabirak C ba akr a . 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Hath, 
taayal, Mr. Saaaaka Safcbar. 

Saa, Mr. Atal Cbaakra. 

Saa, Ral Bakakar kagaab Cbaakra. 
ShabakaU, Mr. 
tkaaiaakkia AkaMk Mr. H. 

Magba. Baka KihaMa Natb- 
Waltvr Rafcaaaa, Maalv i . 

Zaaraa, Mr., A. M. A. % 


The Ayes being 97 and the Noes 50, the motion was carried. 



1941.*] 


GOYKRNMLNT BILLS. 


m 


\e ir (louse JA. 

• Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I l>eg to move that after 
clause 1 the following new clause lie inserted, namely: — 

‘1A. It shall come into force on Mich date as the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the Official Ga:rtt e, appoint. M 

Sir, in the case of a Bill it is the custom that a day should be 
fixed from when the Bill will come into force, lu previous Bills 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don 't y ou think that this amendment is 
absolutely meaningless in view of the tact that Government is anxious 
that the Bill should have retrospective effect V 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: That in why. Sir, 1 propose this 
amendment. 1 would pretei tins measure in the shape of an 
Ordinance from the Governor lathei thun in the shape of a Bill. 
That is why 1 cannot but propose Mich an amendment to lie inserted. 
1 have already said that we are opposed to any retrospective effect 
being given to a Bill like this, and that is why I want to move this 
amendment that it should come into tone after it gets the ussent of 
the Governor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tl iat it must. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: My point is that it must have 
prospective effect and not retrospei tive effect. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Kven that n not the vital point. Iierause legally 
speaking, supposing there is no provision for retrospective effect in 
the Bill and the Governor gives assent in July, the real point is the 
provision in danse !♦. It clause goes, then only it liecomes ineffective. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I submit, Mr. Kumar’s 
amendment is directed l»oth against the provision tor retrospective 
effect and aLo against that of clause !>. 

The Htft’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Why don’t you 

reserve your energy foi clause It and lef others go through ? 

So far a a this motion is concerned. Sir, I formally oppose it. 

The.motiou of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that after clause I the 
following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“1A. It shaljJ.^com* into force on such date as the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the Offirtal Gazette , appoint/ * wm 
then put and lost. 
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Clauses 1 and 2. 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir. 1 beg to move the amendment 
standing in my name, viz., that in clause 8 in the proposed section 
18B(2), in line 2, after the word “candidates'* the words “or any number 
of them" be inserted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, I think your amendment does not 
convey any meaning, lad us find out what will be the language if 
your amendment is accepted. If there is any dispute, under clause 8, 
a petitioner should fib* a petition under sub-section (h of see turn 18R 
and under sub-section (2) all the candidates or any number of them 
at the election to which the dispute relates dial] be made parties. I 
think that does not convey an\ meaning. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sn . may 1 explain the position ^ 
And then if \ou think that m\ motion i** out of mdei, I shall a< rept 
yom ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V out point is that it m not necessary that all the 
candidates slum Id he made parties 'f 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Kxmth so. Sn That is my 
position. 1 will quote institutes in support ot m\ contention. 

Mr. SPEAKER : A man max claim leliet against two per-*oh*>. hut 
you must make all the persons parties. Youi point is not about relief. 
So far as relief is tom-erned, a petitionei can claim relief against one, 
two or three persons. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But there are complexities. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those complexities cannot lie solved by this Bill. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 think, Sir. there are ways of 
getting out of them. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway, you can speak. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 do not find any reason why 
all the candidates should be dragged in the dispute, though you. Sir, 
jjfcggest that all the candidates should be dragged in simply because 

Mr. SPEAKER • Not dragged but “should be made parties." 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: “Should be made parties" means 
to be dfaggod. 1 will explain how and why 1 am right. In a very 
recent case that is still going on, 1 can nuirute incidents when* it, 
would be better not to make all the candidates parties. Sir, the posi- 
tion is this. There may be cases where the dispute may be against one, 
two or three persons, but it provision is already made simply because 
a gentleman n tiling the suit agaimt one oi two, all the eandidntes 
should be — 1 would pretcr the wolds “d tugged in" — the net result 
heroines that people win* have had nothing to do with the dispute are 
ul>o dragged in and ate compelled to incut expenditure which they 
could safely avoid it there would have been some provision that some 
particular candidate' would he made parties in the dispute. Sir, in 
tin* decision ot several casts it has been found that tin* Ttibunal has 
given its judgment m which although all the candidates wen* made 
parties they implicated only a lew and discharged the others. Koj 
example. Sir, even in a recent case there weie 10 candidate* and the 
dispute was against all the ten candidates. Now, Sir, the .fudges are 
at liberty 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What i* the meaning ot the words “ot any number 
of them shall be made parties"? Please refer to the word “shall"; 
the latter part is “shall" You say that any number ot candidates 
shall be made parties, but what will he the meaning of that? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Suppose, Sit. there are ten 

< undid.. tc- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your druft should have been —“provided it was 
open to a petitionei in file his application only against such persons 
against whom he claimed relief" 

• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Relief may be claimed 
against certain candidates. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what I am say ing. As the diait stand*, 
merely making it necessary that all should be made parties doe* not 
pecessarily mean that they must be made parties against whom relief is 
claimed. It wiil$4way% be open to the petitioner to technically make 
every one a party and claim relief. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Can we not change it into “or 
such of them againgt whom relief is claimed”? Will vou not aceejj^ 
it as a short-notice amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, that cannot be done. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the position that I am arriv- 
ing at is this. There might have been occasions; for instance, in an 
election dispute the intention of the person might have been that he 
would file a case against two or three candidates, but if a provision 
like this is passed without any such amendment, then the party who 
filed the suit will have to file the suit against all the candidates. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Without claiming relief against them? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May be. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then other persons need not spend a pice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE" Sir, the effect of this Bill will be 
that candidates who are, really speaking, not parties have to incur 
expenditure. These are the issues for which 1 had to put this amend- 
ment and as such I hope that the House will accept it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It you see the operative clause, you will find that 
the court has power to declare the election of such a candidate to be 
void. It is not given the right to declare the whole election to be 
void necessarily. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : Sir, that is an argument on behuli 
of my amendment. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, in rising to support my 
friend Mr. Ghose, I would like to say a few words; although I do not 
think that the words of his amendment are very happy hut as you have 
already observed. Sir, the intention is clear. Now, Sir, supposing that 
a defeated candidate wants to tile a petition and there are ten candidates. 
Under the existing law if the defeated candidate so chooses, he may 
bring the case against the successful candidate without making the 
other eight candidates parties to the suit. But you will find, Sir, that 
under sub-clause (2), the petitioner shall have to make all the 
candidates parties and shall under sub-clause (.3) have to deposit 
Rs. 100 as security for the costs of each of those candidates. Sub- 
clause (.3) runs thus — ‘'The petitioner shall, at the time of filing the 
petition under sub-section </), deposit in court om^undred rupees as 
security for the costs likelv to l>e incurred by any of the respondents/’ 
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“At the time of tiling the petition". mark the word*, the petitioner 
jahall have to make deposit of Bs. 100 for every respondent in the case. 
Mis will he rather a prohibitive clause, so that an aggrieved party 
may not go to court if he is poor. As you know, Sir, this law relates 
to elections held of rural people, and we have got experience that the 
persons who generally stand as candidates for election in a rural area 
are not rich people. So, I submit, Sir, that there is force in the 
contention of Mr. Ghose that the petitioner should be allowed to make 
those candidates only parties to the case whom he thinks necessary. 
There may be many cases in which the successful candidate only needs 
be made party and not other candidates. If relief is obtained against 
the successful candidate and the election is declared void, then in 
many cases the whole election will automatically lie held void or the 
petitioner, if he has obtained the nearest vote, may be declared duly 
elected. The right which sub-clause (/) is going to give a defeated 
candidate, is a right to submit a petition to the District Judge for 
relief, hut it is being practically denied by sub-cluuse (J) as we 
apprehend that sub-clause |.'J> will be carried. So, 1 submit, Sir, that 
m\ friend’* amendment should lx* accepted by the Hon'blc Minister, 
so that the law ma\ not lx* prohibitive for a p<mr defeated candidate to 
get relief. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I suggest one thing? 
Ma friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas lias amplified the point of 
Mr. Atui Krishna Ghose. I think that the problem will lx* solved if 
instead of the word “which” the word “whom” is inserted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER • Let us set* tin* Government attitude. 

Tim Hon’bfe 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 
I cannot accept the amendment. I must oppose it. It is only reason- 
able and fair that all the candidates should he made parties to an 
election petition, and the mutter should be decided in their presence. 
If any candidate thinks that his position is not in any way affected by 
the petition, he may choose not to appear. 

• 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Is that a reply to ray coat era 
tion that the sub-clause is u prohibitive one? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Any way, that is the reply of the Hon’ble 
Minister? 

, The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause .*1 it) the 
proposed section 18B<2)*in line 2. after the word “candidate*" the 
words “or any number of them" be inserted was then put and lost. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDDIH HA8HEMY S Sir, I beg: to move that 
in clause Ji, the proposed section 18B ( 3 ) be omitted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 3, in proposed section 18B 
line 2, for the words ’‘one hundred rupees” the words “fifty rupees'* 
be substituted. 

Sir, this is an innovation. What earthly reason can there be for 
introducing an absolutely new section? The only possible argument 
in favour of introducing this sub-section may be that to put a check 
on frivolous and vexatious petitions this clause is introduced. But, 
Sir, I will remind the House that a sum of Rs. 100 may be a trifling 
amount to the Minister in charge of the Bill and some members 
opposite. To others, however, it is not a trifling sum. In this age 
when we advocate democracy, there is a fair prospect that proletarians 
will be contesting seats in local bodies, and it will be a great hardship 
on the part of proletarians to deposit Rs. 100 for filing a petition. Sir, 
this is introduced to debar poor men from filing a petition to have 
their grievances redressed in the court. I have, therefore, suggested 
that if the Government is really serious in asking for a deposit while 
filing a petition, it should be reduced from Rs. 100 to Rs. 50. I 
submit that if it is the intention of the mover that he really want* 
to put a cheek on frivolous or vexatious petitions, the object may be 
attained bv asking for a deposit of Rs. 50 and that will be enough for 
putting a check on vexatious petitions. The franchise is only 0 annas 
union board tux for the membership of local and district boards and 
at best only 8 annas rate is sufficient for membership of local bodies. 
Therefore, you cun imagine the kind oi people that will aspire to contest 
seats to become members of local bodies. Sir, in the comprehensive 
amendment made in the vear 1932 there was no such provision demand- 
ing a deposit for filing a petition. The Hon’ble Minister in charge 
has not stopped there. In the next section with which I shall deal 
later on, he has asked for a further deposit or security. My second 
amendment for reducing the amount from Rs. 100 to Re. 50 is very 
reasonable and I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister belonging to the 
party opposite will accept this small suggestion put forward by me. 
[ appeal both to the Minister in charge and to the members opposite 
belonging to the Government Party to reduce the amount and thus 
give some relief at least to poor men who will be aggrieved parties. 
That will be natural. Therefore, this humble amendment of mine 
will be an acid test, ami I hope that the party opposite will support 
my simple amendment. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment of mv friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. The policy 
of all Provincial Governments is ou the one hand to increase the 
franchise and also on the other hand it ought to mean increased 
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and increasing facilities for persona in the lower rungs of the social 
ladder to contest the elections. Ixx'nl self-government concerns 
primarily and principally men of the villages. By the amendment of 
1936 the range of contesting elections by persons who are habitual 
residents of the urban area has been restricted with the acknowledged 
object of throwing open these elected seats largely to bond fide residents 
of rural^ areas, and unless Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy or for the 
matter of that any Minister is supposed to come from outside Bengal 
there should not be any difficulty on the part of the Cabinet to 
understand that deposit is a forbidding factor and persons who are 
otherwise desirous of contesting the seats, persons from rural areas 
who are otherwise eminently fit for going as representatives to the 
local and district boards, will be scared by this deposit for two reasons. 
In the first place, in the rural areas the average man has not got 
Its. 100 in his possession at any time of his life, and in the second 
place the idea of deposit carries with it the implication and the threat 
that the deposit may be forfeited under untoward circumstances. Even 
those people who come out victorious at the end of the polls by a 
thumping majority cannot foresee at an early stage of the election that 
lh‘ \ would be victorious -lu-t as there is the chance of victory, there 
is also the ri-»k of defeat; and just as there is tin* chance of victory by 
thumping majority . so also there is the risk of forfeiting the deposit 
monev required under the provision* of tin* law Therefore, the 
average man of the village will take this measure as a preventive and 
a deterrent measure, for 'the introduction of this new element in the 
Local Self-Go\ eminent Act practically restricts tin* scope of election 
by bona fide villagers. I repeat what I have .said, viz , that even it 
well-to-do rural tcprcscfitntiic living in the village area ordinarily is 
not in possession of IN KM) at a in time in his life, [ will not appeal 
to the expendin' of tin* Culencl nidnbds because probably their 
knowledge of the rural people t- not mi encouraging, but 1 will appeal 
to the members o! the Coalition Part*. espc<ial|y to those persons who 
are now adorning the offices of chairman of certain districts, and ask 
w hethei it is their expeiiencc that members of the district boards who 
have been returned and who are still occupying their positions as 
such are ordinarily so solvent economically as to be able to furnish 
Ils. 10y for this deposit. Let us see whether it is the policy of the 
Cabinet to restrict the scope of the real representatives of the masses 
nr to enlarge their scope for election. If they stand by their profes- 
sion that they are out to give larger facilities to rural people — bond 
fide rural people and not masquerading rural people — then I may at 
once put* it to them and to their supporters, the members of the Coali- 
tion Party, as to how it is consistent with that policy. In the same 
bieath you are saying that people should come more and more from 
the- actual village* areas and simultaneously you are also saying that 
there should be this forestall <d a deposit. This is inconsistent with 
19 
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what we know about the conditions of the villagers: this is incon- 
sistent with the progressive policy of any Government: this ja 
absolutely contradictory to the professions of the Bengal Cabinet; it 
goes against the desires and wishes of the people whom we represent. 
Therefore, on this principle we on behalf of the Opposition oppose 
this measure. 

Then, Sir, our apprehension that this IJill is contemplated for the 
benefit of particular persons is borne out further by this pernicious 
clause because certain persons whom my Deputy Leader has described 
as “persona grata ” are out in their greediness to capture all offices in 
the district boards. For example, my good friend, Mr. Shahabuddin, 
my other good friend, Mr. Salim, all these good friends are so desirous 
of doing patriotic work that they feel that they are not serving their 
people fully by being members of this Assembly, but that they want 
to serve as well by adorning the chairs of the district boards, either 
as members or as chairmen and vice-chairmen. And, therefore, they 
are introducing clauses in this manifestly pernicious Bill by which 
they are only consolidating their own positions and at the same time 
destroying the facilities for their own people who might otherwise 
have come into the district boards to serve their community at least 
as well as these people, if not better 


Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that this Its. 100 means that only 
Its. 100 in all is required to be deposited by the petitioner as security 
for the costs likely to be incurred by any of the respondents. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is also my interpreta- 
tion, Sir, but still I have some doubts. I hope the Hon'ble Minister 
will make it clear. Of course, his making the point clear is no final 
and conclusive proof. In any way, the wordings would be better if 
iusteud of the words “by any of the respondents,” they were “likely 
to be incurred by the respondents.” 

Mr. WEAKER: On a second thought, I find that this sum might 
be given to only one person by the court and in order to guard4*gainst 
that we have the expression * ‘likely to be incurred by any of the 
respondents.” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why not “by the res- 
pondents” ¥ That would make it better. 

c «t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that is the interpretation which Govern- 
ment gives. 
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Mr. tASANKA 8EKHAR 1ANYAL: But that doer not ooaoern 
u^neh. 

My stand is upon the vital question of principle, because it is no uaa 
professing from the house-tops that they were giving facilities to the 
people at the bottom and at the same time introducing clauses which 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is this deposit forP I cannot account for 
it. Is it for any local board election P 

The Hon'blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, certainly. 

One hundred rupees deposit under section 16 (a) on or before the date 
fixed for the nomination of a candidate 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : What is that forP That 

is for nomination and thut is not a suit deposit. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 know what I 

am reading. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I hope I shall he aide to ^ 

explain the position, if the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will hold his 
soul in patience for one moment. I know one gentleman by the name of 
Sir Bijov Prasad Singh Roy who was a party in an election petition. 
The petitioner had to deposit Rs. 1,000 for the election petition under 
the statute and he had to deposit another sum of Rs. 10,000 for costs 
likely to he incurred by the respondents. So this is a matter on the 
analogy of costs likely to lie incurred, and the costs likely to he incurred 
relate only to suits in connection with election disputes and not to election 
deposits as such. There is a great deal of difference between the two. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I asked what for that deposit is required P 

Mr. tASANKA SC KHAR SANYAL: That is a nomination deposit 
and th% is a suit deposit. 

Sir, I find that the Hon’ble Minister has not listened to any of the 
arguments I have so far advanced, and that he will not listen to any erf 
our arguments with respect. 1 submit that my arguments are not meant 
to rectify the Ministers who are incorrigible. I am only directing my 
arguments to the members of the Coalition Party so that my friends of 
the Coalition Party will not merely wag as the tails of the Cabinet, but 
will sometimes maite the Cabinet to wag as the tail of the Coalition Party 
itself. 
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The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. The amendment proposed in the Bill is very 
simple. I do not think it is capable of any serious misconception tliat 
Its. 100 in all should be deposited. 

My friend, Mr. Sanyal, is very anxious to give facilities to the 
rural people — to the poor indigent rural people — to fight election 
petitions, but he is not anxious to see that the elected representative is 
allowed to function without being hampered by the rural people. 
Frivolous election petitions are to be discouraged. Sir, deposit forms 
an invariable feature of election petition rules. I will draw the attention 
of honourable members to the provision in the Indian Corrupt Practices 
Election Order, Pule 29. There is a provision for deposit of Its. 1,000. 
Here in the Bengal Municipal Act there is a provision for deposit of 
Its. 50. Sir, you were pleased to ask what is the amount of deposit in 
case of nomination of candidates in district board election. I would just 
draw the attention of the House to the section. The section runs as 
follows: “On or before the date fixed for the nomination of candidates, 
each candidate for election as a member of a district board or a local 
board shall deposit with the Magistrate of the district a sum of Rs. 100 
in cash in case of a district board and a sum of Rs. 50 in cash in case 
oi a local hoard election.” (Mr. Syi r> J.\i.\Lrn»iN Hxsuemy: That 
can be reduced.) ^ c.s, l know that there is a provision to reduce the 
amount it necessary. That shows that the deposit i* necessary and is 
contemplated just to keep away frivolous candidates. It is more 
necessary to keep away frivolous election petitions, and that is why we 
have suggested a deposit of Rs. 100. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemv that in clause 3, the 
proposed section 18B (.1) be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause 3, in 
proposed section 18B (.*!), line 2, for the words “one hundred rupees” the 
words “fifty rupees” be substituted was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


ASM WlM, Maalvl. 

AM Mawtla tartar, Maalvl. 

AMI rail, Mr. Ml 
AaimaMia A to mat, Mr. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatha Matt. 
Baaarjl, Mr. tatya Prlya. 

Barma, Bata Prambarl. 

Barmaa, Bata Itoyama tomai 
Baaa, Mr. taataato Kamar. 
Btoawmtto, Dr. BaMata Otaatfra. 
Blaaraa, Mr. taraaBra Natl 
Baaa, Mr. tarat Ctaatra. 
Bkaadtoart, Rai HaraaBra Natl. 
Baa, Mr. Maaaaakaa. 

Baa Bapta, Bata Ktoa«aa«ra data. 
Dai Bapta, Irtjat NaraaBra Bata. 


AYES- 43. 

DaUa Maxamtfar, Hr. Rlbaraala. 
Kmtfatfal Hapai Kail. 

Rbaaa, Mr. Atal Krtabaa. 

(UaaaMta Atomal, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. J. N. 

Nasaa All Obaarfbary, Mr. Byal 
JatataMia MaaMmy, Mr. lyal 
Baa at All Ma|amBar, MaatrU 
Kamar, Mr. Ala! BbaaBra. 

Kaapa, Mr. RlatltM Bad. 

Ma|(, Mr. Ataratta Kamar. 
Majaarttr, Mrv Mamaprava. 
Maalal, Mr. AaarKa Lai. 

MaaAal, Mr. Ja fa Hv Balt. 
Maalranamaa lal am at aM , Maalaaa 
Baabar, Mr. Nam Obaaira. 
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NOEMI. 


AMal AKt, Maalaaa Mi. 

AMal Nall, Mr. Nina. 

AMal Nall, Mr. Mia. 

AMal HakiM VlkriapiH) Maahrl Mi. 

A M al Maarii, Mr. A. M. 

AMal NaaiM than, Maahrl. 

AMal Kartai, Mr. 

AMal Mafli, Mr. lyai. 

AMal Wak* Kkaa, Mr. 

AkiaMife-A! Makaiaai, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa. Kkaa Rakaiar A. P. M. 

AMar Raatkli Makaiaai, Mr. 

AMar RaifcMl, Maaial Mi. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl S. 

AMar Raal. Kkaa Rakaiar Skak. 

AMar Ratsak, NaatvL 
Akin IkakMi. Maatai Ri 
Akal Maafclai, Maahrl. 

Akal Haaaia AkaMi, Mr. 

AkaMi All laayatparl. Kkaa Rakaiar Maaiaaa. 
AkaMi All Mriika, Maahrl. 

Akaiai Hataia, Mr. 

ANazaiita Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 

Aailr All Mia. Maaial Mi. 

Aaararal Ajrlai, Kkaa Rakaiar Mi. 

Aalai Hataala Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 
Aafcar All, Maahrl. 

Rarat AH, Mr. Mi. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Du, Rai laklk Ktrtt Rkataa. 

Data, Raka Dakaaira Natfc. 

Eikar. Mr. tlyaairaaatk. 

Parkai Raia Cfeaarikary, Mr. M. 

P aalai QaaMr, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 

Paalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Daaca). 

Paalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (MyaitatMfk). 

Ralaai tar war HaaaUH, Mr. kkak lyai. 
Rytaai i lt Akaiai Okaaikary, Alkai|. 

Ralaai Rakkaai AkaMi. 

Naiiaar, Mr. R. A. 

MMsaiMa Ckaaikari. Maahrl. 

MaariiaMM Akaiai, Kkaa laklk. 
Naaaaaaaaaiaa, Maahrl Mi. 

Naakaai AM Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 
MatamRy Jaaiaiar. Kkaa laklk Maahrl. 


Navklaft, Mr. R. 4. 

Mtairy, Mr. Daa*. 
tint AkaMi Mia, Maahrl. 

Kaklmiiia Kkaa, Kkak Rakaiar MaaM. 

Kaitai All Mirta, laWktaia Kavaa 4ak lyai. 
MaftaHM AkMai, Or. 

MaitaMlN AkaMi, Maahrl. 

Maaial, Mr. taaka feakari. 

Maaial, Mr. 4at«t Okaaira. 

Mllaa, Mr. 0. W. 

MakaaiaMi AM, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Ma htla All. Mr. Mi. 

MaMvai All MalUa, Maaial M. 

HaaaMaMl Hat, Maaial Mi. 

Makiaiaiai Altai, Rkaa Rakaiar Maahrl lyai. 
Makamaiai lafcaHt, Maaial. 

MakaaiMai (trail. Maaial. 

MalHtk. tka Maa'kl* Mr. Mafeaaia Bafeary. 

MaMltk, Mr. Paha Rakary. 

MaakarraR Hawala, tka Haa’kla Naarak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Maataiaaraal Hat at, Mr. lyai. 

Raikat, tka Kaa'klt Mr. Prttaaaa Oak. 

Raxaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa|ty. 

Ray, Mr. Pattra*. 

•aiaraikta Akaiai. Mr. 

UR raiita AkaMi, Ha|(. 
lakaka-Alaw, Mr. lyai. 

Ullia, Mr. *. A. 

UaaaHai, Dr. 

luUr, Raka Maikataiaa. 

larajal Itlaai, Mr. 

UakakaUHi, Mr. Kkaraja, 041. C. 

Ikaauaiita A km at Kkaaikar, Mr. 

•paRar, Mr. 4. N. 
ktaatair, Mr. 4. P. 
tlriar, Raka Utta Maaia. 

Waaaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Ukraaariy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. M. I» 

Mark, Mr. A. P. 

Tatal Akaiai Okaaikary, MaaM MaJL 
WMkar, Mr. «. A. M. 

Wkltakaai, Mr. R. R. 

Vaaat All Okaaikary, Mr. 




The A \ r* Wilier 41 and the Noes 89, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


It hemp 8 p.m. — 

m * • 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 23rd 
April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 23rd April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble Ministers and 18G members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Peeling of a 3rd Muneif at Munshiganj subdivision. 

*240. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that the 3rd Munsif of Munshiganj has been transferred a long 
time ago from there; 

(«i) that at present there is no Munsif in the said Court; 

(iii) that cases are pending there for over months together; and 
(tr) that the Subdivisional Munsif works till evening to dispose of 
cases ? 

(b) If answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira- 
bility of posting a 3rd Munsif there? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Nawab Mushamiff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (</) o) The last 

incumbent made over charge on the afternoon of the 21st November, 

1940. 

(it) Yes. 

(tii) Old cases, other than tho.se stayed by Debt Settlement Boards, 
are very few. 

(it?) Government is informed that the present Subdivisional Munsif 
often works till evening. 

( b ) No proposal for the posting of a 3rd ^Munsft at Munshiganj at 
present has been made or is under consideration. 
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Short notico question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I 
draw your attention to one thing ? I gave notiee of a abort notice 
question, and I understood that the llon’ble Prime Minister would 
give a reply to that. Ma\ 1 know the fate of that short notice question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot say just now. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Tlie House is going to be 
prorogued to-day. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Ths Bengal Local Self-Government (A m endment) Bill, INI. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause *1, in sub- 
section {3) of proposed section 1MH, in line 4, for the word “respondents”^ 
the words “opposite parties’* be substituted. 

As a lawyer you know. Sir. that when an application is made, the 
parties are generally < ailed the petitioner and the opposite party. When 
an appeal is tiled before High Court, the parties ure called appellant and 
respondent. The llon'ble Minister also knows the difference, and I 
believe he will accept this. Of course if he thinks that by accepting 
it there is a chance of this Hill going to the Cpper House, he may not 
accept it, but the legal terminology demands it. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The Hoit’blft Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose the 

intendment. The word “respondent” appears also in the Indian Elec- 
tion and Corrupt Practices Order, HWO. So 1 think it id better to stick 
to that pbruseology. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause d, in sub-section (.'ii of 
proposed section 18B, in line 4, for the word ** res pon dents” the words 
“opposite parties” lie substituted was then put and lost. 

, Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR* S«r, I beg to move that in clauae 
5. the proviso to sub-section (3) of proposed section i8B be omitted. 
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Sir, the proviso runs thus: — 

“Provided that the validity of any election shall not be questionfd 
in any petition under this section — 

(a) on the ground that the name of any person quali^wl to vote has 
been omitted from the electoral roll, or 
(h) on the ground that the name of any person ndt qualified to 
vote has been inserted in the electoral roll.” 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons when the original Bill was 
placed before the Council, it was stated that the Bill was necessary 
only to expedite the proceedings. It is stated, “the life of the Boards 
concerned would be unduly prolonged in all these districts in consequence 
of such resort to dilatory Civil Court proceedings. To guard against 
such undesirable consequences this Bill seeks to provide for a special 
machinery for the decision of disputes relating to elec tions held under 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 and at the same time 
oust the jurisdiction of Civil Courts in respect of such disputes as has 
been done under the other Acts relating to the administration of local 
self-government in the province.” 

They only wanted to expedite the cases and to oust the jurisdiction 
of the Civil Courts. All that was stated in the Statement of Objects 
and UeuHons. Certaink the\ don’t want to give protection to a non- 
voter to become a member of tin* district board. Supposing one N- 
gentleman of Dacca, or one* Y -gentleman of Chittagong or one M- 
gentleman of Burdwan who was not qualified as a voter got himself 
elected as a member of the distric t board. Cases leave been filed against 
persons on this ground only, that they were not qualified as voters. 
Now the Bill says on this ground there can he no election petition. So 
far as clause (cj) of the proviso is concerned, it is unnecessary and 
redundant, because the Ac t itself provides in section 36A 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our point is if a candidate is not a voter and 
yet his name is wrongly entered, even then he cannot be challenged? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The candidate's eligibility will depend upon the 
law itself. This is really about the voters. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No Court will interpret like that. If there is % 
man having no qualification at all and yet hSs nafhe is entered, then 
this clause will not save him. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: It will save him. 

% You will find that section dfiE { 2 ) reads thus: — 

. **A person qualified under sub-section {]) shall be entitled to vote 
at such election if his name is included in the electoral roll prepared 
for the purpose of election of members of the district board in respect 
of the sajd area, but not otherwise.” 

lie is entitled to vote. Let him vote. We don’t mind that, but he 
cannot be qualified as a candidate. If he anyhow manapes to be ft 
candidate without heinp qualified to be a voter, how can he escape the 
law? Here protection is poinp to be pi veil by seeking the abolition 
oi the proviso. In the Act iis«*lf. in section 1HB there is no such provi- 
sion for which this proviso has heen substituted. 

Sir, so far as the question of scrutiny is concerned. 1 anticipate 
that the IJon'hle Minister will give a reply that the Returning Officer 
is the final authority. 1 shall refer to that later on. But so far as 
the question <» f election is fomented. my point is that if this proviso 
is not omitted, a man who is not qualified to \ote would pet the chance 
ot hemp elected uncuntested in < ;im- the nomination papers of other 
candidates arc cancelled. Let me illustrate by an example. Supposing 
X of ('ah utta who is a \eiy influential man wants to he a member of 
the Mahla District Board though he is not a voter and in tin* preliminary 
h*t which was published his name was not found but just before the 
filial pubiieation oi the electoiul mil he pets his name enlisted in the 
ele« toral roll of Malda. What w ill be the results The result will he 
that X, thouph not qualified, may file his nomination paper for a parti- 
cular constituency, and if another pentlemun also files nomination 
paper for that constituency and if that is cancelled, X of Calcutta will 
pet himself elected uncontested My point is, if hi* is qualified ns ft 
voter, let him have the protection as others have pot. But there is no 
such protection in the old Act, and you are poinp to have this Bill 
passed on the pica that you want to oust the jurisdiction of the Civil 
Court as has been done in the Municipal Act and other Acts of union 
boards. I think, under the plea of oustinp the jurisdiction of the Civil 
Court and on tin* plea of expeditinp the eases, protection is poinp to he 
piven to non-voters apainst whom canes have been filed. You will 
find ufider Notification No. 1887G L.S.-G. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Would not that he an improper arcepfanee of 
tbe nomination? 

Mr. *TUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Y es. Sir. under section 18D (/) 

(f>- 


Mr. SPEAKER: Set tion 18D ( 1 ) <>) is a new attempt. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I have got an amendment to 

that clause also, viz., the result of “scrutiny” in place of “election”. 
Here “scrutiny” is not mentioned. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: The result of the election may be affected if the 
'Candidate is not a voter. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: But, Sir, if this amendment is 
accepted, it will give sufficient protection to the bond fide candidates. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3, in para- 
graph (o), of the proviso to sub-section (3) of proposed section 18B, in 
line 2, alter the words “has been,” the words “ bond fide ” be inserted. 

1 beg also to move that in clause 3, in paragraph (b) of the proviso 
to sub-section (3) of proposed section 18B. in lines 2 and 3, after the 
words “electoral roll,” the words “if such entry do not materially 
alter the result of the election” be inserted. 

Sir, the proviso runs thus: — 

“Provided that the validity of any election shall not be questioned 
in any petition under this section — 

(a) on the ground that the name of any person qualified to vote 
has been omitted from the electoral roll, or 

{b) on the ground that the name of any person not qualified to 
vote has been inserted in the electoral roll.” 

So, there are two things, positive and negative. If there is a wrong 
insertion the election will not be void ami if there is an omission the 
election will not also be void. This Bill has only cured the difficulties 
urising from corruption and illegality by validating them. People may 
indulge in all sorts of mischiefs, in all sorts of omissions and commis- 
sions, iu all sorts of corruption; stili the election will not be set aside. 
So, it can be rightly called the Illegality and Corruption Validating 
Act. 

Now, Sir, so far as paragraph (b) is concerned, in case the difference 
iu the number of votes polled by two rival candidates is only twt and if 
in that case there are two voters who are not qualified to vote, there 
ahould be some such provision us I have suggested in my second amend- 
ment. Therefore, my submission is that the wrong insertions should 
be limited to such a small number as not to materially alter the result 
of an election. ' 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir/I rise- to say a few words 
in support of the amendment 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Only a few word*! 

» Mr, BURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, only a few words. 

* May I point out, Sir, that sub-clause (e) of section 18D protects ths 
aggrieved person against the result of an election which has beeu affected 
by the improper acceptance of a nomination. If that provision is there, 
what will be the effect of this proviso if one person complains that a 
successful candidate has got an improper nomination? In that case 
the grounds alleged in the petitiou may be that he was not a voter 
and still he got the nomination. If the name of n candidate who is 
not actually qualified to vote is inserted in the electoral roll and if he 
gets nomination and ultimately becomes successful in the election, he 
becomes a full-fledged member in spite of suit-section (e) of section 
18D. Therefore, if this proviso is not eliminated from this sub- 
section, then the remedy that is contemplated in sub-section (e) of 
section 18D becomes frustrated. The two things cannot go together. 
I submit that if the Government intends to give any remedy under 
sub-section ( c ) of the proposed section 181), Government must delete 
this sub-clause (b) of the proviso to section 18B (J). 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I could not 
exactly follow the line of arguments advanced by my honourable friends 
because I think it is an accepted principle oi 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kumar's contention is that if a successful 
candidate is not really a voter although his name had been entered in 
the voters' li>t, how does it validate his election? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The point is this: 

if a person i* not really entitled to vote hut if his name once enters the 
electoral roll. I think that entry cannot he questioned, because the 
public had been given an opportunity beforehand of questioning the 
validity of the electoral roll. First, a preliminary list is published; 
objections are then invited and then the final list is made. So it is only 
at the preliminary stage that any objection can l>e raised. 

Mf, SPEAKER: Supposing that a person after the publication of 
a preliminary list applies for the first time, and theu his name is 
accepted, what will be the position? 

Tht, Han’bl# Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: When he makes 
an application, the idea is that the Returning Officer will go into hia 
claims and after satisfying himself he will either accept or reject the 
application. I submit, *Sir, that if we allow the validity of the elec- 
toral roll to be questioned in an election petition case, that will open 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE L Mr. Speaker, I bow down to yout 
ruling, but how can you expect that the members will maintain the 
standard when the Government is going to stoop so low to ruin all 
possible standards in Bengal? This Bill itself is below all possible 
standard that a civilized society can conceive of. This ministry ?» 
killing the standard of any society and as such how can you expect, 
Sir, that we will maintain the standard, and we will give a speech 
dignified to the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I am responsible to see that the standard is 
maintained. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Then, Sir, the only alternative 

is, let them proceed with anything as they like; let them do anything 
they like; we will not expose them; we will not speak about the cor- 
ruptions that they indulge in ; we will not speak on legislations which 
are meant for corruption; we will not mention about personal nepotism 
indulged in, in this House in the name of Bengal. This is in reply to 
you, Sir. Let me now come to the point. I know. Sir, this ministry 
sometimes when their part} interest is concerned will exercise the right, 
to transfer the District Judge at their own sweet will by a telegram 
and will put a Subordinate Judge there to serve their purpose. 1 can 
narrate one case in my own district of Jessore. When Mr. Saihal 
Gupta was District Judge there, there was a case pending of a part> 
which was against this ministry, that is, Muulvi Xausher Ali’s party, 
and Maulvi Waliur ltahman was removed from the chairmanship of the 
district board. The moment the case went to the District Judge — and 
Mr. Saihal Gupta being an I.(\S. man did not care for this ministry — 
he was transferred from t his place 1>\ a telegram and a Subor- 
dinate Judge was placed who could be influenced by the present 
ministry. Rightly or wrongly, this is the impression to-day and if this 
impression brings our speech below the standard of the House, we are 
helpless. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have got to keep the standard. I am 
sorry I cannot allow you to go below that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Anyway, we are Under the 

impression, rightly or wrongly, that if Subordinate Judges 

R.i HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURIi Why wrongly? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: h is because of the wish of 
Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. tKAKCR: Mr. Ghose, you have thoroughly misunderstood 
th^ position. You cannot say against the conduct of a particular Judge* 
in a particular case. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir. 1 do not mention the conduct 
of a particular Judge. I say 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use arguing with you. I have found it 
very difficult to argue with you. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Subordinate Judges are more- 
or less within the control of the present cabinet and as such we do not 
expect that these Subordinate Judges will be in a position to decide 
these disputes. This is an important point of argument. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose. I think your argument is wholly 
wrong and is absolutely beside the point . because control and transfer 
of Subordinate Judges are entirely made by the High Court and not 
bv the Government of lieuga! under the Statute and the Government 
of India Act. You ought t<> know the facts before you make u state- 
ment, and you ought t<i know the facts before you make aspersions 
against a body of officers who for several decades past have maintained • 
unspotted reputation and say that they are Udng influenced. Your 
argument that they are transferred by the Government of Bengal is 
wholly wrong and is beside the point. After all, let us remember that 
they are our men and that the honour of these persons is in our hands. 
Year argument is entirely irrelevant. 

Thi Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My honourable 
friend’s arguments stand self-condemned, ami I was going to point out, 
but you, Sir, bad anticipated me, that the transfers of Subordinate' 
Judges are done by the High Court and the much maligned Cabinet has 
nothing to do with them. The transfers of District Judges are done 
by the Government with the concurrence of the High Court. The* 
Government are not a free agent, and they cannot certainly transfer 
Judge* or Subordinate Judges to suit political exigencies. 

My friend, the mover of the amendment, Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, 
wants to place more reliance on the District Judges than on Sub- 
ordinate Judges, and he wants to refuse jurisdiction to the Subordinate 
Judges ever election disputes. I think that public opinion in Bengal 
will not support him because the Bengal Judicial Service enjoys a very 
high reputation anj the public has got implicit confidence in its impar- 
tiality, integrity and capacity of the members of that service to go into* 
intricate questions of fact and law. So, I oppose the motion. 
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The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 3, in proposed 
section 18C ( 1 ), lines 2 to 5, the words beginning with “or any” and 
ending with “the Judge” be omitted, was then put and lost. 9 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 3 the proposed 
section 18C(2) be omitted was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 3, in sub- 
section ( 2 ) of proposed section 18C, in line 3, after the words “District 
Judge” the words “at his own motion or at the instance of the parties” 
be inserted. 

Sir, my object in moving this amendment is to give the party a 
right to represent before the District Judge his case. The Judge may 
or may not accept his version, but the right should not be taken 
away. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose 
this amendment. The suggested amendment is absolutely unnecessary. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause 3, in sub-section ( 2 ) of 
the promised section 18C, in line 3, after the words “District Judge” 
the words “at his own motion oi at the instance of the parties" be 
inserted was then put and lost. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 3, the 
proposed section 18('(J) be omitted. 

At the time of filing a petition for setting aside the election, Rs. 100 
ha 5i to be deposited. Then again, it is said “The Judge may, at any 
stage of the proceedings require the petitioner to deposit in Coin t a 
fill tlier sum as the costs incurred or likeh to be incurred by un\ 
respondent, or to give security, oi furl be? >ecuiit\ for t he p.mnent of 
the same, and if, within the time fixed by him, or within such further 
time ns he may allow, such costs are not deposited or such further 
security is not furnished, as the case may he, may dismiss the petition.” 
This would be very bard upon the petitioner as at the time of the 
petition be will have to pay Rs. 100 and again be will be called upon 
to pay a further sum This will be \ery bard on him. So. this 
provision should not be passed into law. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, in rising to support 
the motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl. I submit that last evening we dealt 
ut length with sub-section ( J ) of clause 3. The wdieel of oppression 
of this ministry did not stop there. It has gone further. The proposed 
sub-section of 180 — and 1 would request even member of this 
House to read it in the light of the proposed sub-section — runs thu?: 
“The Judge may at any Mage of the proceedings require the petitioner 
to deposit iu t'ourt a further sum as the costs incurred or likely to be 
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itfMMd by any respondent or to give security or further security fo# 
the payment of the same, and if, within the time fixed by him, or 
suA further time as he may allow, such oosts are not deposited or such 
further security is not furnished, as the case may be, may dismiss the 
petition . 99 Sir, the most funny thing is that no mention of any 
particular amount is made in this sub-section. No one knows what 
will be the amount of security that will be demanded by the District 
Judge. It may be Rs. 500. It may rise up to Rs. 5,000. Sir, it may 
be even Rs. 6,000 as Mr. Walker suggests or it may be Rs. 10,000. 
There is security demanded for filing nomination papers. There is 
security demanded for filing a petition. Further security may also be 
demanded at any stage of the proceedings, but no mention of the amount 
is made. This is absolutely a pre-arranged and a designed thing. It 
is absolutely a contrivance to deprive the jwxir people of their right to 
go to the Court. ' It will be impossible for a man to gather firstly a 
sum of Rs. 100 to deposit in the Court and if anyhow that sum is 
arranged, the trial will begin. At that time the District Judge may 
ask for security of, say, a minimum of Rs. 500. I am sure that no 
District Judge will demand less than Rs. 500. Is it possible for a 
villager with a franchise based on the payment of the union board rate 
of 6 annas to deposit a further amount of Rs. 500 P The result is 
obvious. No poor man will venture to go to Court to have his 
grievances redres.sed. It is a designed thing of the Dacca Party as 1 • 
suggested last evening. Absolutely it is a Dacca Act for the benefit 
of the Dacca people and for the purpose of the last Dacca elections. 
Supposing this Bill is passed this evening, the assent of the Governor 
will be taken to-morrow and the cases now pending before the Civil 
Court at Dacca will lx* withdrawn and people will be asked to apply 
afresh to the District Judge. The District Judge will certainly accord- 
ing to this section demand at least Rs. 500 from each petitioner. 
Where Mr. Salmi is a party and where other Dacca people are parties, 
it is obvious that a security of Rs. 5(H) will be asked from the parties 
concerned. Will it be possible for a poor man to make a preliminary 
deposit of that amount and will he dare to take the risk of depositing 
a further sum? He will not. 1 would appeul to the Hon’hle the 
Revenue Minister to consider twice before accepting this section. Sir, 
we have had enough of deposit. Rs. 100, as suggested in section 18B 
( 3 ), is not the only amount of deposit, but there is provision for further 
deposit. Let the Hon’ble Minister explain the position, and then we 
will place our view-points. 

With these words, Sir, I support this motion. 

• 

' • Mr. SAtANKA, IEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, in addition to the 
arguments advanced by my honourable friend the mover of the amend- 
ment and the last speaker, may I draw the attention of the House and 
20 
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Mr. SANTOSM KUMAR MSI) When Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 

Boy squeezed himself into the Cabinet by means which are known to 
us all. • 

Rai HARENDRA MATH OHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 

aware that the Bengal Municipal Bill was rejected by the House when 
he was not there ? Is be aware of that ? 

The HoitWf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH R0Y8 What does that 
matter ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI S You got that Bill passed 
when the Congress walked out of the Legislature. 


Mr. 3ANT08H KUMAR BASU: And when Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Boy somehow got himself squeezed into the ministerial gaddi. 


Mr. SPEAKER: His argument is that in spite of the danger you 
are apprehending,* similar provision has been there ull this time in 
other enactments. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has been on 
the statute book for the last eleven years and it has survived the test 
?f time. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will you please read out the 
section ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: You better do 
that. 

I will also draw the attention of the House for the sake of analog;* 
to the Decision on doubts and disputes about the validity of an election 
order. Rule 27 {3) says that the Commissioners may order deposit of 
costa at any time they like. The Commissioners may upon such terms 
at any time direct the cost to be included in the said list, etcj. The 
Commissioners have got very wide and absolute jurisdiction to direct 
that more money should be deposited by way of costs. If deposit is 
not made, the petition is liable to be dismissed. I would again draw 
the attention of the House to clause 30 of the Indian Election Disputes 
Order. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhak Sanyal: Is there any expression “costs 
incurred”?) Not the exact wording, but it makes no difference. 
Suppose a particular petitioner produces 100 ^wit nesses, naturally the 
Court has to give protection to the respondent. Now if the petitioner 
produces a large number of witnesses and puts the opposite party V> 
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costs, the Court must see that there is some security provided for realis- 
ing the cost in case of the petition being rejected. (Mr. M. Shams- 
uddin Ahmed: The Court will not see the cheating and bribery that 
went before the election. What is the protection?) So, Sir, I submit 
that there is nothing new in this Bill. It is an accepted principle. 
It has been on the statute book for the last 11 years, it has functioned 
well; anti so I oppose the amendment. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, we want to know 

whether the expression “costs incurred” has been bodily lifted or 
whether the other things are bodily lifted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has not given n reply to that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Hut it is a vital matter. I 

appeal to you. Sir, as Speaker to come to our rescue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Hon 'hie Minister does not give a reply, I 
cannot make him do so. 


Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: But, Sir, when ha baa 
quoted the Bengal Municipal Act he ought to say whether the exprea- 
sion “costs incurred or likely to be incurred” ia an expression which 
has been lifted or it is a later innovation — a gift of the present ministry. 


The HorTble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The expression 

“costs incurred” is there. 


Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: At what stage? 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Faxl that in clause Ji, the proponed 
section 18C ( 4 » he omitted, was then put and u division taken with the 
following result 


AYCt 41. 

AM* nmkmm, Mr. 

AM* WtMi, «•**. 


Dvtte ■tti*«r, Mr. - 

!*Mil M«*m. KftXf. 


AMI W4. 

Atea ryya IMA mry. Maftaraja MMil Mate, * 


•!—«* ■ AtoM*. Mr. 

Mfte, Mr. 4. A. 

Hum AH OMaAMry, Mr. tyatf. 
dateteMte MaMawy, Mr. Ifti. 
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luduMi Ah M, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Cham oinira. 

Ray, Mr. Mmmt i M Nath. 

Mayd, Mr. tuub Mfchv. 
Ivkir, Mr. RaNsi Raajaa. 

Baa, Mr. Atal Chanira. 

Saa, Hal Bahatar Afal ehaaNh 


thahsidl, Mr. 
thaawa — a Ahmai, Mr. M. 
Waffca, Naha Kahatra Nath. 
Thahar, Mr. Pramtha Raajaa. 
WaHar Bahama, MaalvL 
Zaan, Mr. A. M. A. 


VIOEt — §7. 


AMil Asia, Maaiaat Mi. 

Ahiai Hafts. Mr. Mtrxa. 

AIkMH Hahlai. Maatvl. 

AMal Hakim Vlkrampvrt, Maatvl Mi. 

Ahiai Hamli, Mr. A. M. 

Ahiai HamM Shah. Maahrl. 

AMal Ka Hr, Mr. (altas Lai MaahJ. 

Ahiai Karim, Mr. 

AMal Majli, Mr. » yci. 

AMada-AI MahmaM, Mr. 

Ahiar Rahman. Khan BahMar A. F. M. 

Ahiar RaaehM Mahamni, Mr. 

Ahiar Rashaoi, Maahri Mi. 

Ahiar Raaf, Khan Bahaiar fthah. 

AMar Ratsak, Maahri. 

Ahiai fthahaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Afcmai All Knayctpari, Khan Bahaiar Maaiaaa. 
Ahmai All Mrlitia, Maahri. 

Ahmai Haaain, Mr. 

ARasaiiln Ahmai, Khaa Bahaiar Maahri. 
Amlaaltah. Khan tahlh Maalvi. 

Aamaral Aslm, Khan Bahaiar Mi. 

Aabrafali, Mr. M. 

Aalai Haaaaln Khan, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Aihar All, Maalvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Mi. 

Biswas, Mr. Rastk Lai. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das. Mr. Anakwl Chanira. 

Das. Ral tahlh Kirit Bhasan. 

Dass, Baku Dshsnira Nath, 
lihar. Mr. Upaniranath. 

Farhai Rasa Chawinury, Mr. M. 

Parhat Sana Khanam, Bsgam. 

P axial Huq. tha Han'hls Mr. A. K. 

P axial Qaailr, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Paxlar Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Paxtar Rahman, Mr. (Mymsnsinfh). 

•laiilac. Mr. D. 

Batam tar war Hasaini, Mr. thah lyti. 

RriMths, Mr. fi. 

•yaaaiiia Ahmai Ohaaihary. Alhaij. 

Sal am Rahhanl Ahmai, Maalvi. 

Haiinw. Mr. R. R. 

Naftxaiiia Ohaaihart, Maahri. 

Hamliaiiln Ahmai, Khan tahlh. 
Hasaaaxxaman, Maahri Mi. 

Haaham All Khan, Khan Bahaiar Maatvl. 
HatamaNy Jamaiar, Khaa tahlh MaahrL 


Haywaai, Hr. Refers. 

I trie Ahmai Mia, MaaM. 

Kahtraiila Khaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Maftxaiiln Ahmai, Dr. 

Maftxeiifa Ahmai, Maahri. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bahari. 

Menial, Mr. iagat Chanira. 

Maaimiitn Akhani, Maatvl. 

Masai All Khaa Panel, Al-Haij MaalvL 
Milas, Mr. C. W. 

Mahammai All, Khaa Bahaiar. 

Mahala All, Mr. Mi. 

Madam All MaMah, Maalvi M. 

Mexammd Ha*. Maahri Mi. 

Mahammai Atxal, Khan Bahaiar Maahri tyei. 
Mahammai Ihrahlm, Maalvi. 

Mahammai Ishaaae, Maahri. 

Mahammai IMikiat, Khaa Bahaiar Dr. tyei. 
Mahammai telalmaa, Khan Bahaiar Maahri. 
Mutlick, the Hen’hle Mr. Makaaia B chary. 

MnHIck, Mr. Palin Behary. 

Musharraf Hessain, the Haa’bla Navah, Khan 
Bahaiar. 

Mastagaarsal Haaae, Mr. tyei. 

Baikal. the Hea'hl# Mr. Prasaaaa Dah. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjey. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

taiaruiiin Ahmai, Mr. 

tahraiiin Ahmni, Haji. 

tahsha-Alam, Mr. tyei. 

talim, Mr. t. A. 

tanaallah, Dr. 

larkar, Baba Maihasaian. 

tcrajul Islam, Mr. 

thanabaiiln, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

thamsaiiin Ahmai, Kheaikar. Mr. 

Btark, Mr. A. P. 
tlnclalr, Mr. i. P. 
tlriar, Bahv Litta Mania, 
ttavan, Mr. J. W. R. 
tanraarariy, the Haa’bla Mr. H. t. 
t palter Mr. J. H. 

Tefal Ahmai Chaaihary, Maatvl Maji. 

Walker, Mr. i. R. # 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warftswartb, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaasaf Mlrxa. 

Yasa AN She/he ry, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmai Chaaihary, MaalvL 


The Ayes being 48 and the Noes 97, the motion was lost,. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause 3, in sub-section (4). 
of proposed section 18C, in line 8, after the wond “petition” at {he 
end, the words “The Judge however may, on sufficient cause being 
show*n, revive the petition subsequently on such terms and conditions 
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as the Court may direct, provided the revival petition is made within 
3p days from the date of dismissal” be inserted was then put and lost. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 in paragraph 
(c) of sub-section (i) of proposed section 181), in line 6, after the 
word “or” at the end the words “religious threat or“ be inserted. 


Tha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY 5 Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause 3 in paragraph (c) of 
sub-section (/) of proposed section 181), in line G, after the word “or" 
at the end the words “religious threat or” be inserted was then put 
and lost. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3, the follow- 
ing proviso be added to proposed section 181), numely : — 

“Provided that if the corrupt practice comprises of treating the 
voters with part, cigarette and tobacco only or light refreshment {e.g., 
muri, mttrki , c/nni and < fur) or payment of ferry hire and if in the 
opinion of the Judge such coirupt practice is of trivial character and 
did not materially affect the result of election, he may find that the* 
election is not void 1>\ reason of such corrupt practice.” 

I do not want to give any reason because it is obvious. Speech 
has no effect on the Coalition Party. So it is unnecessary to say 
anything. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause 3 the following proviso 
be added to proposed section lSl), namely : - 

“Provided that if the corrupt practice comprises of treating the 
voters with pan, cigarette and tobn<<o only or light refreshment (c.p 1 ., 
muri, murki , chira and gur) or payment of ferry hire and if in the 
opinion of the Judge such corrupt practice is of trivial character and 
did not materially affect the result of election, he may find that the 
election is not void by reason of such corrupt practice” was then put 
and lost. 

Mr*ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
3, in proposed section 180, in line 2, for the word “final” the worda 
4l called in question in ^ie High Court only” be substituted. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, I beg to support it. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir , I oppose the 

amendment. t 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that in clause 3, in pro- 
posed section 18&, in line 2, for the word “finp” the words “called in 
question in the High Court only” he substituted was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3, in 
proposed section 18(1, in line 2, for the word “final” the words 
“appealable to the High Court” be substituted. 

Mi*. 8HAHEDALJ: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3, in the pro- 
posed section 18G, in line 2, for the word “final” at the end the words 
“appealable as if it was a decree of the Civil Court” be substituted. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: 3rt*#ftT TO*, 4*ft* TOt* amend- 

ment move Ortw Pf TO TO* CFt&S lift #fJ Of Bill 4C'HC$* TO 4TOuff Swfjr 
District Judged final power c*3?| I 4* TOfi T friends 

4&1 Ft*1 Bill ; ac tually 4&1 Ff*H Bill •TJT, TO* 41 TOl tTO^fan 

TO** *1 I 4$ B 1 II 4 * TOl *tf**l TO** FtTO **t* *tf*TOr* I OPR 

, 4TO ^f*t*t*t* ** t* Act (Ttnrf^r (OTl f* 4^1 C5tnr^ 4TO Ft^n TOn Act. 
4* TOl FTTO **T* family* CTOW* 5t^l TO TO*1 ^f**l C5tU$ TO* *1 I 
^ fcf*n **F TO 4* Bill TOt *T**t* 4 TO* 

**** CTOF$ TO$ iftWl (TrfiR TOT* Dacca District Board4* Chairman 
v ffC<H I (A member : He is not ) < 7 T TO! $5 3 TO* Chairman 

wt? orgr 4 S Bill TOt **1 C5tttft5> I 

Mr. SPEAKER: V ou are arguing not why it should be appealable. 
Your argument is quite good for the third reading. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He is giving the grounds. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : TOTt* ground TOf* C*TO5 btfw^, 3*t*l 

TORE* District Judge4* *T final order ***T* UR7 1 3*t*l FTO CTOV 

*tU5 control C*t*C\5 TOi**, C*5 control ***T* «RT District Judg©4* wtQf 
final C’*!*U5 Ft* I '3*T*1 TO** C* TO* case TOTO C3TCTO, Of TO* 

c*f%* to* **1 to^ to TO^Tt* *t*r 4*; tot* to to to i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Zaman, 1 have been noticing that you are 
arguing beside the point. What is the use .of d^cussing all that? 
Hare you are ventilating your grievances. Don’t make any allegation 
more than is necessary. 
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Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: cvm allegation cvttf* *t I (THUS 

High Court justice cSUS *tWl I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, I am sorry to say that you are wrong. 
You may ask Mr. Sanyal and he will enlighten you. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : 0Tf®TT3 t>lfN8> High Courts JK7T final 

fibfoto 3TT I H.gh Courts final fast* 5TT District Judged? 

ftbfafcl ^ influence v 30r^ fiewC W f 4ttf5 

I *fir High Court* Jicn 

oritur justice <tj firPrrtl eft 1 <11331 I District Judge 

31 Sub-Judge^? justi e C^T frfav eft, 'tt¥U$ <*tTTf ^1 I 
vfvwft 3TTO5 ^PtTOf* mini -try backdoor fwur WtW wm Cbfcl C¥t «CfN, 
^iw enft fra emus *rrnr 31 cj c*m* c^rr* 4*tc3 justio© etus 

*ttz* I 4*RtU High Courts 4CST proper ju ti e *tt3?i cm 5 <1tC3, * V3l 
^ft Wtr=R I (?ft fW freff *Ttft *fcl supjKirt 43; WRTt37 33t£ 

Cf CTT«lf^ I 'NtWW $t*l power 4 f Affirms 3C3 3T4 for the time being 

3 •dev* ?f%<n 5 ; tVi, ofwrus 3ft btn 3c* m, 33fi?ni 

eft w*i c«fac5 sft 35m?nt sirs W3i wtc$ *c»i, <tt* f^ ti 
^ *i «rtwr i 

4$ Bill *tM Witt «F^T £ft3 ^ ?T* frf*! 43$ 3HT1 C Tt C ff Cfr , *14$ 

c^n* *ftwi rrwt^t? wcrf, ^pt*f ra*- *n eft ftc* 3trnri *n tot 

43^ familyO* 33H T33T3 W3T 4* <5tt3 Bill Wtdl W*]fbT5 I 

appeal Oft 3C31 C3 43$ ^TTW ft* ftm fra TOT *llft C3 
amendment move OJttffe eft ftror 33T31 fra W3 43t support W*t | 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in clause It, in the proposed 
section 18(i, in line 2, for the word “final” at the end the words 
“appealable as if it was a decree of the Civil Court,” be substituted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A. M. A. Zaman that in clause If in proposed 
seetibti 18U, in line 2, for the word “final” the words “uppcalubl© to 
the High Court” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause s 5, 6 and 7. 

t! 

The question that clauses^, 6 and 7 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 8. 

The question that clause 8 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 9. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to suggest that 

clause 9 should be omitted. 

This is the last clause of this Bill, Sir, and only as a matter of 
courtesy let the Hon’ble Minister accept this our last proposal. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: A very sporting 
offer indeed ! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Accept it in a sporting 
spirit. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 9 (1 ) be omitted. 

I beg also to move that in clause 9 (^>, in lines 7 to 11, for the 
expression loginning with the words “a petition” and ending with 
the words “this Act” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“the suit or proceeding calling in question such election pending 
in the Civil Court, shall be considered a petition 
under section 1»SB as substituted by section 3 of 
this Act and the Civil Court shall transfer all the 
relevant papers to the Judge before whom the petition will 
lie.” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with 
regard to clause 9, our attitude in asking for the deletion of this* clause 
is consistent with what was said on behalf of the House yesterday. 
Sir, it was made perfectly clear that no legislative measure should 
ordinarily be given retrospective effect, and exceptions can be made 
only in case of economic measures which will ensure betterment of 
the economic conditions of the people at large. But it is a weK-known 
convention. Sir, that laws which are outgoing should be treated with 
as much respect as laws which are incoming . » And if change of cir- 
cumstances require an amendment of the existing law, still the amend- 
ment should ordinarily be prospective and retrospective effect must 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


$11 


1941:] 


not be given to it. It is now almost admitted that this is a Dacca 
Emergency Bill and clause 9 is practically the pivot of the whole Bill, 
because it wants to validate certain irregularities and remove certain 
inconvenience that have arisen in connection with the Dacca District 
Board election. Sir, this is unfair; this is unjust; and this is against 
any known principles of a democratic and progressive Government. 
The elections that were held in Dacca were tinder the old Act : the 
suits which have been instituted have been with reference to condi- 
tions that exist under the old law. Our Courts are public units: the 
law which is in force is public property: and they ought to be given 
their full run so far as they can have it. And if changes are neces- 
sary, those changes should be made with a view to giving effect to 
them in connection with the future state of things. What is palpably 
unjust — I should rather say, outrageous — and the Courts which have 
issued injunctions have done so in due discharge of their powers and 
rights — is for u Legislature to sit and wrest summarily the powders 
which the Courts are exercising in accordance with the provisions of 
the existing law'. 1 submit it is w r orse than robbery and free-bootery. 
Yesterday we made our attitude clear, and at this concluding stage 
while we are considering the last clause of the Hill, we are repeating 
our observations and with all the emphasis at our command we are 
asking the majority part\ of the House to at least at this fag end of 
this session rise to the height of the occasion and demonstrate at leasf 
the last vestige ot the disappearing sense on the part of the cabinet, 
and I would also appeal to the members of the t'oalition Part) at least 
to shake off the bondage once in their life so that imoubeis of (he 
cabinet who are fast being led into blind ulle\s b\ personal considera- 
tions may fie presentable to the people at large at least on one occasion 
so that the\ ma> be able to sa> that the general criticism that lias been 
offered h\ the Opposition lias born e fruit and that the cabinet has at 
least tried to fie responsive on one occasion. 

Witfi these words, Sir, 1 support Mr. llu*hcmy. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, I rise to submit that while the petition 
is before the District .Judge, when this Act comes into force, the 
District Judge may order that the matter may be referred to a Special 
Judgf*. In that case, if a petition is filed before a newly appointed 
District Judge, it will be time-barred. So my submission is 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any time-limit to applications being 
filed to the Election Tribunal? 

The Hon’ble Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yea, Sir. 
•Within thirty da^p. ^ 

Sir, I do not want to waste the time of the House by repeating 
•arguments which I have already advanced at an early stage of the 
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discussion of this Bill. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: We admit 
that these arguments are mere waste of time.) (Laughter from tjie 
Opposition Benches. ) 

Sir, I oppose the amendments. 

The motions of Mr. Shahedali that clause 9(7) be omitted and that 
in clause 9(2), in lines 7 to 11, for the expression beginning with the 

words “a petition” and ending with the words “this Act” the following 

he substituted, namely: — 

“the suit or proceeding calling in question such election pending 
in the Civil Court, shall be considered a petition under 

section 18B as substituted by section 3 of this Act and the 

Civil Court shall transfer all the relevant papers to the 
Judge before whom the petition will lie,” 

were then put and lost. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
, put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Jx>cal Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, 
as settled in the Assembly, he passed. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, if I rise to speak at 
the fag-end of the day, it is not to take up the time of the House, 
but to enter our last emphatic protest against this pernicious measure. 

Sir, it is on record that the Bill is going to Ik* enacted to oust the 
jurisdiction of Civil Courts — not only to oust the jurisdiction of Civil 
Courts of the first instance, hut to take away the right of appeal and 
even the right of having the proceedings revised by the High Court. 

Sir, the very Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill start* 
with a clear misrepresentation. It runs as follows: “It has be&n the 
policy of Government that election disputes shall not be subject to 
dilatory and expensive Civil Court proceedings.” Sir, it may be 
pertinent at this stage to ask since when such has been the policy of 
Government. But, we can gather from the next line that follows that 
it has been the policy of Government, or it is presumed to have been 
the policy of Government for a fairly long time. For, the next « 
sentence runs as follows: “There is a special ihachfherv set up under 
the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, and the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
1923, for deciding election disputes to the exclusion of the ordinary 
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Civil Court which is effectively debarred from interference in the 
internal administration of the local bodies governed Under these 
Acts.” 

* Now, Sir, so far as the reference to the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
19*23, is concerned, it is a misrepresentation and a downright misstate- 
ment, for the Calcutta Municipal Act does not provide for a special 
machinery. It provides, so far as I know, that election disputes 
should be decided by the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court 
and there is also, if I remember aright, provision for appeal to the 
Divisional Bench. That is in accordance with the general law. 

Therefore, when it is said that a special machinery has been set up 
under the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, for the trial of election 
disputes, that is a deliberate misrepresentation; it is an untruth. 

Now, Sir, let me refer to the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. Sir, 
when I referred to this Act as another Sir B. P. Singh Roy Act, my 
honourable friend got irritated, but. Sir, he ought to know the 

parliamentary mode of reference*in accordance with which many Acts 
are called bv the names of the sponsors of those measures. But 

perhaps he is not entitled to such dignity and, therefore, he may 

resent such reference, (Mr. Santo si! Kumar Basu : He is ashamed of 
his handiwork !) or as my honourable friend to the left suggests it 
may l>e that he is ashamed of his handiwork. He ought to be ashamed 
of it, for who does not know the history of the enactment of the Bengal 
Municipal Act of 1932? The original Bill, which was enacted long 
after in 1932 as the Bengal Municipal Act of that year, was sought 
to be introduced as the Bengal Municipal Bill in 1927. The legis- 
lature at thut time kicked out the measure. It was at the instance 
of this humble member who moved for the rejection of the Bill at the 
very first reading. (The Ilon’ble Sir Buoy P*asai> Singh Roy: 
Why? On what ground?) I know the ground. Y'ou were not there. 
You were not even elected to that liegislature. I am not going to 
oblige you bv allowing you to interrupt me here and now. (The 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy : Please don’t talk in the first 
person. It is nauseating.) 


Mr. SPEAKER. I hope that there will be no talks across the 
table.# 


Rfti HARENORA NATH OHAUDHURIf In 1927 the original 
Bengal Municipal Bill was introduced, and it was at my instance, 
Sir, that the Bill was thrown out at the first reading. The Hon’ble 
Sir Bijpy Prasad Singh Roy may not be aware of that because his 
candidature was not accepted by his chosen constituency then, and he 
failed to get returned ^nd therefore not being in that Legislature, be 
could not be aware of the proceedings of that time. (Mr. M. 
Shams udd in Ahmed: Yes, that is a fact.) Sir, for five long years, 
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the Government of Bengal did not dare to bring forward again that 
Municipal Bill. It was only after the election of 1929, it was only 
after the Congress chose to walk out of the Legislature that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal dared to bring forward the Bengal Municipal Bill, 
with the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy as the Minister in 
charge of it. Therefore, Sir, I named the Act of 1932 as Sir B. P. 
Singh Hoy Act. It was passed by a very obliging Legislature in 
which the Congress disdained to remain and to play any part. 

Therefore, the question arises why should we be guided by the 
Bengal Municipal Act of 1932? The very provision, section 18B of 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, which is going to be amended 
by the present measure, that very provision, is of more recent date 
than the Bengal Municipal Act of 1932. The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy did not dare to place the fact before the House that 
section 18B of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act was introduced 
in the Local Self-Government Act by Act XXIV of 1932, whereas 
the Bengal Municipal Act is known ^s Act XV of 1932. Therefore, 
the Act which is going to be amended — I mean that portion of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act which is going to be amended — is 
a junior Act to the Bengal Municipal Act. Why therefore in further 
amending the Bengal Local Self-Government Act should we be guided 
by the policy and provision of the Bengal Municipal Act which is a 
‘Senior Act to the Local Self-Government Act, so far as section 18B, 
which is going to be amended by the present measure, is concerned? 

Now, Sir, simply because the Ifon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
was the author of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932 (Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu : He was the commentator, nor the author.) no Legisla- 
ture would he hound to consider that that was an ideal and a model 
enactment and that ought to be followed as if it was the very last word 
on the subject. Section 18B which is going to be amended by the 
present Bill is, as I have already said, a measure of recent date and 
no case has been made out why should it be replaced altogether and so 
soon . 

And, Sir, main salutary provisions of that measure, viz , Act 
XXIV of 1932, are not going to be repeated here in this amending 
Act? Why those provisions are going to he omitted we do not know. 
The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has not explained at any 
stage why those provisions are not going to find any place in this 
measure. For instance. Sir, one of the grounds on which an election 
could be set aside was that the nomination of an elected member was 
not legally made. But you will not find such a provision at all in 
this new measure. Section 18B as it stood up till now or ratlier the 
relevant portion of that section stated : — 

• V 

“Safce as hereinafter provided in this section, if, after due enquiry, 
the authority appointed under clause (n) of section 138 to decide 
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disputes relating to elections under this Act is of opinion that 

(c) the result of the election has been materially affected by any 
ir^gularity in respect of a nomination paper, or by the improper 
reeeption or refusal of a vote, or by any non-compliance with the 
provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder or by any mistake 
in the use of any form prescribed for an election, or (d ) — and this is 
very material — the nomination of an elected member has not been 
legally made, the election of the returned candidate shall be void, 
etc.” 

But new 18D which is going to replace it refers only to improper 
acceptance or refusal of a candidate's nomination and makes it and 
all non-compliance with the Act and the rules grounds for declaring 
elections void only if they materially affect the results of the elections. 
It does not refer to illegal nomination. Therefore, the question 
arises why should the Government have a soft corner in their heart 
for illegal nominations? Why should not the Government permit the 
authority to set aside elections merely on the ground that the nomina- 
tion of candidates had been illegal? The Government ought to explain 
why there is nothing like 18B(</) in the present measure. 

You asked one of us, Sir, a few minutes ago to maintain a high 
standard of discussion in this House. What standard can we expect 
from a House in which the Government come forward not only to^ 
oust the jurisdiction of the Courts and even of the High Court, but 
also to enact a provision for the rejection of suits now pending before 
the Courts? Cun there he anything so contemptuous of the proceed- 
ings of the Court as saying that the proceedings now pending before 
the Court should be considered as null and void? Is any standard of 
public decency going to lx? maintained by such a provision? Is it not 
a scandalous abuse of the legislative machinery to ask the House to 
pass such a measure? 1, therefore, submit that there are no reason- 
able grounds for passing such a measure. It will not be an improve- 
ment on the present position. On the contrary, it will be a definite 
retrogression. 

Not only that. 1 would refer in this connection to another point. 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is fond of quoting his own model. But, Sir, 
when jlr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy proposed that the iuitial deposit 
in an election case should he Its. f>0 only and should not he such a 
high amount as Rs. 100, Sir Bijoy would not agree to that proposal. 
There it will be seen that the Bengal Municipal Act has not been 
followed. For if you turn to section 36 of the Municipal Act, you 
will find that the initial deposit required is only a deposit of Rs. 50 
and not Rs. 100, and yet Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy is never tired 

quoting that Aqt on* the floor of (he House and asking the House 
to pass this measure on the model of his pet handiwork. It ia 
unfortunate, Sir, that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy who is an 
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experienced Mhtfifcter and who hm got sot M etitpofienOe of handling 
Local Self-Otyffcrnment measures should ho dancing i& the tone of a 
reactionary coterie of Dacca to promote their personal ends. If hr 
still more unfortunate that he and his Government cannot maintain 
the dignity of the House which you are asking us to* maintain. 

"With these Words, I, on behalf of the Opposition, would refuse to 
agree to the third reading of the Bill. 


The Hon’bte Sir BIJOY PRASAD SfNGtt ROY: Sir, I have never 
found my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri so much excited as 
to-day. I fail to understand what was the justification of so much 
excitement. He made references to me personally more than once. 


MlV SANT OSH KUMAR BA8U: Every one cannot l>e so cold- 
blooded as you are. 


The Hon 1 hie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He spoke very 
much with reference to the first person singular, that is w'hat he did 
or what he did not do. The Bengal Municipal Bill was withdrawn 
by Government in 1923 or 1924. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In 1927. 


The Hon’bJe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Why was it with- 
drawn? Speaking from memory 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It was thrown out. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Why? The 
main ground on which it was thrown out was the introduction of 
separate electorates in that Bill. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. I had the 
privilege of introducing joint electorate with reservation of seats and 
the Bill went through the Legislature with the support of all parties. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is enough. Sir Bijoy. You have also got 
another motion. 

The motion of the Hon *ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 15H1, as settled in 
the Assembly, be passed, was then put and a division taken with the 
following results: — 


AYES — 108. 


Ahial Acts, MuImi Mi. 

Ahial Hafts, Mr. Mlrsa. 

AM al Hafts, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim. Mauls!. 

AMal Hakim Vikrampari. Maalvi Mi. 

Aftftal Hamii, Mr. A. M. 

AMal LalH Biswas, Maalvi. 

AMal MaJM, MaahrL 
AMal MaJM, Mr. lyai. 

AMal Wakak Khaa, Mr. 

AMatta-AI Makmaai, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Khan ftahaiar A. F. M. 

Abiar Rahman SlidRl, Mr. 

AMar RaachM Mahaiaai, Mr. 

AMar Rashaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Ahiar Raaf. Khaa ftahaiar fthah. 

Ahiar Rassak, Maalvi. 

Ahiat thahaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Ahal Nashim, Maalvi. 

Ahmai All Eaayatpari, Khan Bahaiar Maalaaa. 
Ahmai All Mrliha, Maalvi. 

Ahmai Haiain. Mr. 

AHaiaiiin Ahaiai. Khaa ftahaiar Maalvi. 
Aminallak, Khan tahih Maalvi. 

Aaward Asim, Khan ftahaiar Mi. 

Aalai H attain Khaa. Khan ftahaiar Maalvi. 
Aihar All, Maalvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Mi. 

•irkmyra, fir Maury, ft art 
ftitwaa, Mr. Ratifc Lai. 

Olarh. Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakal Ohaaira. 

Dm, Rai ftahlft Klrlt fthataa. 

Data, ft aha Dtftaaira Rath, 
lihar, Mr. Uftaairanatb. 

Farhai Rasa Chawihary, Mr. M. 

Far hat Baaa Khan am, fttgam. 

Facial Has, tht Haa'hla Mr. A. K. 

Facial Qtaiir, Khaa ftahaiar Maalvi. 

F actar Rahman, Mr. (Oaaaa). 
radar Rahman, Mr. (MymtntHich). 

•iaMtng. Mr. D. 

Adam ftarwar Hatalnl, Mr. fthah ftyai- 
ftriMtht, Mr. C. 

•araag, Mr. Damhar Singh, 
ft yat aft il ndhmai Chaaihary, Albai|. 

•dam Rafthanl Ahmai Mantvi. 

Haftiaw, Mr. R. R. 

*Ylaftcaida Okaagbart, Mwh^ — « 
MamWaftdn Ahmai. Khan lakh 
Mamtttaa, Mr. K. A. 

Matanassaman, Maalvi Mi. 

Maaham All Khaa. Khaa ftahaiar MaatvL 
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Hatamdly Jamaiar, Khaa lahlh Maalvi. 
Hawkfagt, Mr. It. i. 

Haairy, Mr. Dadi. 

Htywaai, Mr. Ragart. 

Mtrtsal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Ispahan I, Mr. M. A. H. 

Kailraiiin Khan, Khaa ftahaiar Maalvi. 

Kaanaiy, Mr. I. ft. 

Maftsaida Ahmai, Maalvi. 

Maaial, Mr. ftanka ftaaarl. 

Maaial, Mr. Blrat Ohaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagat Ohaaira. 

Maniraiila Akhani, Maald. 

Matai All Kkaa Paaat, Al-Mai) Madvi. 

MHat, Mr. 0. W. 

Mahammai AM, Kkaa ftahaiar. 

Mahda AH, Mr. Mi. 

Matlani All Mdlah, Maalvi M. 

Matammd Mag, Maalvi Mi. 

Mahammai Altai, Khaa ftahaiar Maalvi lyai. 
Mahammai Itrail, Maalvi. 

Mahammai flftilgaa, Khan ftahaiar Dr. ftyai. 
Mahammai ftdaiman, Khan ftahaiar Maalvi. 
MalUch, lha Maa'blv Mr. Makania Senary. 
Matharraft Haaeala, tht Haa'hla ftaaraft, Khan 
ftahaiar. 

Maitagawtal Hagai, Mr. ftyai. 

Nartan, Mr. M. R. 

Ralkat, thv Man ’bit Mr. Fratanna Daft. 

Raaaar ft at man Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
taftraiila Ahmai, Hajl. 

Sahabt-Alam. Mr. lyti. 

Salim, Mr. ft. A. 

ftaaaaiiah, Or. 

larkar, ftaha Maihvtaian. 

Shababaiiia, Mr. Khwaja, O.ft.I. 
thamtviiia Ahmai Khaaikar, Mr. 
ftftatlar, Mr. 4. H 
thamtd Mnia, Maalaaa. 
ftiadair, Mr. 4. f. 
tiriar, ftaha UtU Mania. 

•tavaa. Mr. 4. W. R. 
ftahrawariy, tht Haa'hla Mr. M- ft. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tdst Ahmai Ohaaihary, Madd Ha|i. 

Wait ar. MrnJ. R. 

Wdhtr, Mr. W. A. M. 

WhHahaa i, Mr. R. ft. 
vaaad Mlrsa. 

Vataf AH ehaaibary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmai Ohaaihary, Madvi. 
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NOEt — 65. 


Abkvl M*kM«, Mr. 

Abk«l Whbhk, Maalvi. 

All barkar, Maatvi. 

Abal Fast, Mr. Ml 
Aakaryya Obaakkary, Maharaja 
Maktagacka, MyaiaaHagh. 
Abmak Kbaa. Mr. byak. 


taabi KaaU, at 


BaaarJI, Mr. batya Prlya. 

Barn a, Baba Prim hart 
Barma, Mr. Paapajtt 
Baraiaa, Baba thyaiaa Praaak. 
Basa, Mr. laatath Kaaiar. 
Bhawmlk, Dr. Bablnka Chaakra. 
Bkwaa, Baba Lakthail Narayaa. 
bltwat, Mr. baraakra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. karat Ohaakra. 
Cbakrabarty, Mr. katknkra Nath. 
Ohaakbarl, Rat Haraakra Nath. 
Daa, Mr. Maaaiahan. 

Das Qapta, Baba Khagaakra Nath. 
Das Qapta, brtjat Narsakra Nath. 
Datta Qapta. Miss Mira. 

Datta Maxaaakar, Mr. Nlharsaka. 
Kaikakal Magas, Kast. 

Qhaaa, Mr. Atal Krtshaa. 


Qapta, Mr. J. N. 


Masaa AH Obaaakhary, Mr. byak. 
kalalakMa Hasbaaiy, Mr. tyak. 
kaaab AH Majaaikar, Maatvt 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Chaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Wabltba Nath. 

MaJaaMtar, Mrs. Maaiaprava. 

Maakat Mr. Aairtta Lat 
Maakal, Mr. kagaakra Nath. 
Maalranaasaa Islaaiabaki, Maalaaa I 
Maghal Masala, Mr. 

Maksrjaa, Mr. Tarakaath, M.B.C. 
Nasksr, Mr. Maas Chaakra. 

Naashar All, Mr. tysk. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarlaicharaa. 
Raatizukkia Ahaisk, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Chaakra. 

Ray, Ra Bahakar Kshlrak Chaakra. 
Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Nath, 
laayal, Mr. tasaaka kskhar. 

Sarkar, Mr. Naiial Raajait. 

baa, Mr. Atal Chaakra. 

baa, Rai Bahakar kagssh Ohaakra. 

bhahskali, Mr. 

bhaaisakkla Ahaisk, Mr. M. 

blagha, Baba Kshatra Nath. 

Thakar, Mr. Praaiatha Raajaa. 
WaHar Rahaiaa, Maalvi. 

Zanaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 105 and the Noes 55, the motion was carried. 


Th# Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move tor leave to propose the following proviso to rule 73 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Pules, namely : — 

“Provided that if the Assembly is not in session, it shall not be 
necessary to lay eopies of the Bill on the table, but copies of the Bill 
when received by the Assembly shall forthwith be made available to 
the members.* ’ 

(There was no objection, and leave was granted.) 


Tht Bengal Purs Pood Bill, 1840. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is just one point to which I would like to 
refer. My attention has been drawn to the personnel of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal Pure Food Bill. 1940. In arrangement with 
the Krishak-Proja Party*, as the party wants to be represented on thp 
Select Committee, it is suggested to add the name of Mr. Syed Hassan 
Ali Chowdhury. Is there any objection? 

(The proposal was agreed to, no objection being raised.) 
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Reply from General Waved to the message of congratulation sent from 
* the Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one other mutter to which I should 
like to refer. In reply to our message of congratulation sent to General 
Wavell/the following message has been received from him: — 

“Please ask Governor of Bengal to conve\ to Bengal Legislative 
Assembly my deep appreciation to their messages of rejoicing on the 
success of the operations in Eritrea and Abyssinia. Their messages 
of congratulation are being eominunieated to the Indian troops engaged 
in these operations whose gallantry has been in accordance with the 
highest traditions of the Indian Arm\ and will be a source of further 
encouragement to them.” 


Prorogation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the Assembly do stand prorogued. 


B G <>41-42— 2S79A— 695. 
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